
Notes on: Pierre Grimes’ Retreat—The Meditations on Plato’s Phaedrus
Notes taken and Transcription, Additions by Barbara Elizabeth Stecker

with Chart Photos by Martin Van Diest

Try to answer the questions for yourself as you proceed, 
even writing your answers on the pages.

Friday Night September 16, 2011: 
Plato’s Phaedrus1

The Great Light of Being
The Pillar of light in Plato’s  Republic

1 We are using the Loeb Classical Library Edition of this dialogue. The translator is Harold North 
Fowler. Stephanus numbers are also provided for those who are using a different edition.
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From the multiplicity of things you experience, there are
Objects of Beauty.

What is it you were pointing to when you described it/them as beautiful?
What words would describe them, would pull them together?

(In the diagram below, Pierre drew the small circles to represent the objects
of beauty and the arrow forming the circle enclosing them to represent

finding what pulls them together, and the same for the ugly objects.)

In your own words explain how it got those particulars 
that had brought you to say it was beautiful?

How come it got those particulars?
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Include the effect the objects have on you.

Do the same thing for really ugly?
That is, choose some objects of ugliness. What is it you were pointing to that

brought you to say it/they were ugly?
What words would describe them, would pull them together?

Etc.

If there is a similarity among those objects 
you call beautiful, express that sameness that 

runs through them all.
(not the effect it has on you but in terms of the object)

(note: I took this question of sameness as one of several for sitting the next
morning.)

Now notice the sameness that you identified—
What would you say it resembled?

Could any of the beautiful ever become ugly?
What kind of steps would take it from beautiful to ugly?

The origin of Particulars deals with the question of what it resembles.

As you look at 1 and 2 (see chart above), you might risk
defining Beauty and ugly.

As you review the objects of Beauty, can they be arranged into
some classes or groups?

CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 INT’L License https://archive.org/details/20110916NSSEM 3

https://archive.org/details/20110916NSSEM
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Do the same for the ugly.

Now, is there

 hot      and    cold?

What includes them both?

Beautiful    and      ugly?
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What includes them both?

                                 

1) What are the objects of
beauty?

2. now, do your best to
describe what you say or
imagine to be the most

beautiful of all objects, the
most real.

3. What would you say it
would take to experience

that?
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4a What would you say could not be attributed to that object? Or, another way
of say this

4b What would you say could not be true of it?
“That without which it could not be.”

If providence exists, then
it could not be turned away from its object
it would never injure the objects under it.

5. What is it like going through these questions?

Phaedrus—loeb p. 519-525, 533-537, 549 
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the Goal of rhetoric is to produce conviction/persuasion
“A real art of speaking, says the Laconian

Which does not seize hold of truth, does not exist and never will.”

The objects of beauty—the power it has, how it effects and affects.

Where we’re going—
how do you explain how the object of beauty, especially the last, most

beautiful one, get the particulars
that cause you to say it is beautiful, 

What is the source?

Especially what does it resemble, the sameness, similarity,
resemblance?

What’s doing the reflection? going through all this?

Saturday: 

objects of beauty

The subject:

What is the moment like when you encounter Beauty?

Next question:

Someone came up to me from Brooklyn with a bent straight pin.
And he said, “I bent a pin. I’m calling it a safety pin.”

Did he “discover” it? or “Invent it”?

When would it be appropriate to use “discover”, and “invent”?
If it’s a “discovery”, then it existed before.
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With respect to objects of beauty, In that moment of experience, is it true that
is was a discovery?  

For, it is not likely, is it, that you could invent —the beautiful? 
How long did it take you to figure out that the object or experience was

beautiful?
Was it immediate, took time, or did it come all at once?

How about “the ugly”? 
Is it instantaneous? Do you recognize it?

Is there a union or fusing with, or a joining with?

As you consider all the fun you’ve had playing with ideas—insights,
What is that like? Especially one you’re had fun with?
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In what way would you say you were using your mind when you had that
experience of insight?

Compare the moment of Beauty—Describe it . . .

Compare that to the moment of insight.

Are these interchangeable?

Is there a sense that you gave “welcome to” that experience and that in so
doing it confirmed your willingness/being open to it?

With that, does your openness create an enhancement to the possibility of
deeper experiences? 

Can there be a cultivation of the openness to engage it more profoundly?

Does the opposite, closing off, etc. work more with ugliness?

“To behold”, this is the Greek work “idea”.
Is it appropriate to Beauty and Insight?

Is there the presence in both of being mindful?
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An openness of mind? 
An experience of beauty-idea-is an Insight!

It is reason!

This brings up an interesting question.
Consider, in a strange city, you bump into a friend that you hadn’t seen for

many years.
You experience an unexpected surprise, a shock of joy.

The heart leaps up.

So there must be something about us that can be awakened by insight and
Beauty. 
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You are the friend recognizing the friend through the mind as a mindful
experience.

Through this it follows that you are experiencing the mind!
No image of the self

No interpretation
No ego, No projection.

In that silence you experience the mind.

It has a silence—Everything drops away but the experience.

So beauty-insight has an impact upon you.

In the use of this word, “mind”, look what’s involved with it—Consider What’s
been said. We left something out. 

CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 INT’L License https://archive.org/details/20110916NSSEM 11

https://archive.org/details/20110916NSSEM
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Pleasure?

Is pleasure in the experiences of Beauty, insight, both?

Is there a range?

Recall, The most beautiful experience, is there a pleasure associated with it?

Is there something within us that brings it to birth?
Jokes have that pleasure, that instantaneous recognition.

In that moment there is an emotional impact, pleasure/bliss, openness,
mindfulness.

What is experiencing all of that? 
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You . . . ? Mind . . . ? soul . . . ?

Because it has mind, reason, emotions, pleasure.
There’s a rush to join with it, to be fused with it.

Putting another curious word on it. 
The rush is an outward drive of the high-spirited element in man.

Hence, Psyche!

What then, is it that experiences all this? 
Since, if you call it soul and describe its functions,

 You are not saying what it is 
In itself.
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Up to now we’ve been talking about what it experiences in Beauty and Insight.
Both doing it and receiving it.

In all these experiences there’s a range.

If we are such as that which can be open to such an experience and states of
mind, then what enhances it 

and what cuts it off
or diminishes it?

Since all we’ve been saying argues that 
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These experiences and states of mind are worthwhile in themselves and to
cultivate . . .

But if we do not know the effect-affect upon us of the most profound of
insights—Beauty,

We cannot be sure it is worthwhile to go beyond
What we have already experienced.
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But if we are not sure of what it takes to “ascend”
to such heights, we cannot be sure

it is worthwhile to proceed.

Now, what shall we call this pursuit and desire for 
The beautiful?

Love
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Why is wisdom called the most beautiful? 
So that the love of Wisdom is the hope

that would disclose that Beauty beyond which nothing can be said.

Love of Wisdom—Philosophy

There is a range of.
 Insight-beauty

If so, why do we need “seers” to speak up
and say what they’ve seen, grasped, learned, experienced?
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We need them to re-cognize, to see again, to know.
Through resemblance, like to like, 

Through memory.

Is that true from the lowest experience to the highest?

Any experience you have must resemble something you recognize, that you
must have seen before, 

So
All this is in favor of Memory—
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Re-viving 
What you formerly knew.

“For Wisdom would arouse a terrible love 
If such a clear image of it were granted as would come through sight.”

Phaedrus 250 d-e

“The experience,” what is seen on the highest level
Awakens

all the problems you’ve ever had.

In the Phaedrus
He goes on to praise Dialectic, the series of questions.????

_______

“Now in the earthly copies of Justice and temperance 
and the other ideas

which are precious to souls
there is no light, but only a few, 

approaching the images through the darkling organs of sense, behold in them
the nature of that which they imitate,
And these few do this with difficulty, 

But at that former time they saw 
beauty shining in Brightness . . . 

they saw the blessed sight and vision
and were initiated into that which is rightly called

the most blessed of mysteries
which we celebrated in a state of perfection . . .” 250B

Can we sense why it is that we intuitively know
These experiences of Beauty-insight

are grounded in
Providence?

If we include in the objects of Beauty
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such things as
Bravery, justice, keeping your cool, wisdom—

the Excellences?

Looking at the effects,
is it possible that goodness is 
no other than the Excellence?

_______
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We will be playing with the question
Can excellences be personified,

so Myth?
Every god exhibits a particular excellence
which can be dramatically represented.

Athena—springing from the forehead of zeus
Wisdom

Zeus—mind.
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Out of mind comes wisdom.

What excellences do the gods have kinship to?

Each excellence has
a unity,

a power—two forces to effect and be affected,
Can be dramatically represented as a Hellenic Olympian God.
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each kind of person can be represented as one of 12 types and so “follow” a
god.

Each type can achieve a clear excellence.
In the afterworld, you go to the higher and encounter the limit of your seeing

which is determined by what you have learned. ???

Phaedrus 246E, LB. 473
“The natural function of the wing is to soar upwards

And carry that which is heavy up to 
the place where dwells the 

race of the gods.
More than any other thing that pertains to the body it partakes of the nature

of the divine.
But the divine is Beauty, wisdom, 

And all such qualities; by them the wings of the soul
are nourished and grow, but 

by the opposite qualities, such as vileness and evil,
they are wasted away and destroyed.

_________

We will be doing—
The liberating Gods

The Geography of the heavens

So first, Continue with The Soul.

The meaning of human behaviour

In the three pillars of Zen, the Canadian Housewife 
did 20 sesshins.

So, if you chart her 
Concentration,

her ups and downs—as an exercise, 
including

her status as a student,
and you Capture her struggles to bring to birth—

the emotional turmoil
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and where she breaks through.

we focus, as usual, on these problems—

Why did she plateau?

Why didn’t her state continue at the high level it was at?

When she was going down, why didn’t she continue going down?

What caused it to ascend again?
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Applying these questions to the Canadian Housewife, 
we see that:

When she or anyone experiences negatives at the peak(A)—then
they will avoid the peak.

If she or anyone experiences positives at (B) 
a savior, care and attention from the monks,

rest, and a chance to collect her energy.
then there is Good reason for anyone who experiences (A)

to go to (B) again and again.
At (B) her desire for enlightenment  must promise 
a greater good, so that she doesn’t continue down.

this is the phaedrus!
If we don’t understand the Canadian housewife,

we won’t understand the struggle to ascend in the Phaedrus.

Somehow she has to discover the positive in the negatives,
And the negative in the positives.

When the Canadian housewife goes down, her husband helps her, she gets
sick, passes out and the monks take care of her.

She finds a place to rest and recover
And collect her energies.

To change she’ll have to find a way to get those things
in the high places.

The Canadian housewife is going through natural sturggles, 
So there is travail, labor and turmoil.

It takes energy, and commitment, so she may opt out
of the spiritual childbirth experience

and go for the comfort, etc.

Anticipation

What does that do in any birth process?
It’s projecting an image, a daydream.
If they can do this, they are in control.
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creating their own moment of birth,
They are in charge.

At the moment of greatest struggle,
they have to give up their experience of the moment.

But there’s something in them that wants to be in charge.
The moment to study in the Canadian housewife is

just before the breakthrough.
she puts her whole mind into it,

She forgets “help;”
She forgets what she thinks will happen.

St. 248, Loeb 477, 478, 479 quotes correct???

 Loeb 475 “Now the great leader in heaven, Zeus,
driving a winged chariot, goes first, arranging all things

And caring for all things.
He is followed by an army of gods and spirits, arrayed in eleven squadrons:

Hestia, alone remains in the house of the gods.

Of the rest, those who are included among the twelve great gods
and are accounted leaders, are assigned 

each to his own place in the army.

There are many blessed sights and many ways hither and thither withing the
heaven, along which the blessed gods go to and fro attending each to his own

duties;
and whoever wishes, and is able, follows,

for jealousy is exleuded from the celestial band. 

But when they go to a feast and a banquet, they proceed steeply upward to
the top of the vault of heaven, 

where the chariots of the gods, wholse well matched horses obey the rein,
advance easily, but the others with difficulty;

for the horse of evil nature weighs the chariot down, making it heavy and
pulling toward the earth 

the charioteer whose horse is not well trained.
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There the utmost toil and struggle await the soul. 
For those that are called immortal, 

when they reach the top, pass outside and take their place on the outer
surface of the heaven,

And when they have taken their stand, 
the revolution carries them round

And they behold the things outside of the heaven,
But the region outside the heaven

was never worthily sung by any earthly poet, 
nor will it ever be.

It is, however, as I shall tell; for I must dare to speak the truth,
especially as truth is my theme.

For the colorless, formless, and intangible truly existing essence,
with which all true knowledge is concerned, holds this region 

and
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is visible only to the mind,
the pilot of the soul.

Now the divine intelligence, 
since it is nurtured on mind and pure knowledge,

And the intelligence of every soul which is capable of receiving
that which befits it, 

rejoices in seeing reality
for a space of time

and by gazing upon truth is nourished 
and made happy until 

the revolution brings it again to the same place.

In the revolution
it beholds

absolute justice, temperance, and knowledge, 

not such knowledge as has a beginning
and varies as it is associated with one or another of the things we call

realities, 

but that which abides in the real eternal absolute;

And in the same way 
it beholds and feeds upon the other eternal verities,

After which, 
passing down again within the heaven,

it goes home, 
And there the charioteer puts up the horses at the manger and feeds them

with ambrosia
and then gives them nectar to drink.

______________

The Capture
It’s operating on several levels.

The art to persuasion
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1)______________
2)______________
3)______________

Loeb 495-499-501-503

Loeb p. 495—Now when the Charioteer beholds
the love-inspiring vision, 

and his whole soul is warmed by the sight,
and is full of the tickling and prickings of yearning,

the charioteer, constrained then as always by modesty, controls himself and
does not leap upon the beloved;

But the other no longer heeds the prick 
or the whip of the charioteer, but springs wildly forward,

causing all possible trouble to his mate and to the charioteer, 
and forcing them to approach the beloved 

ad propose the joys of love.
And they at first pull back indignantly and

will  not be forced to do
terrible and unlawful deeds;

But finally, as the trouble has no end, 
they go forward with him, 

yielding and agreeing to do his bidding. 
And they come to the beloved
and behold his radiant face. 

And as the charioteer looks upn him, 
his memory is borne back to the true nature of beauty, 

and he sees it standing with modesty upon
a pedestal of chastity, and when he sees this he is aftaid and falls backward

in reverence, and in falling he is forced
to pull upon the rains so violently backward 

as to bring both horses upon their haunches,
the one quite willing, 

since he does not oppose hime, but the unruly beast 
very unwilling . . .

other pages from just above?
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Can Socrates be the lover pursuing phaedrus
and showing him that lysis’ persuasion is spurious.

Is there another level? 
Parallel to that of the Canadian Housewife?

In the pursuit, three things must be gained,
justice, temperance and knowledge.

These three must be known for
the vision of ultimate Reality.

Keeping one’s cool, Righteousness, and
knowledge.

The Canadian housewife gave up her idea of knowledge.
How much of the two horses struggle with the Charioteer????

An intelligent student,
as he watches things coming and going,

he notices thoughts and images,

CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 INT’L License https://archive.org/details/20110916NSSEM 30

https://archive.org/details/20110916NSSEM
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


some whispering, some shouting,
that come and go.

What is it that watches these things come and go?

There is just the activity of watching.
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Not a “thing”

He’s watching the emergence of mind—
He’s watching the things most essential to it,

I wonder,
what’s the force of “A”, as a thought coming when it does?

Of “B”?  Of “C”?

What if it’s a re-minder of something
that happened in your life?

 what if it’s Incomplete.

What if “A” through “F” have a hierarchy?
If you could confirm that hierarchical sequence

to those thoughts not yet brought into a harmony?
if so, there’s something just or right about its emergence. 
Is there a pattern to them, an order? Or are they random?

Are they fragments of issues, 
undecided, 

falsely concluded, 

If so, hierarchic,
sensitive to issues,
presenting in blips,
letting you decide.

They’re messages of a rather important kind.

If these fit together in a hierarchy,
re-appearing 

at intervals . . .
what if it’s like a symphony?

 Is there a welcoming of them, A receptivity
Or A rejection of them?
“I don’t like this or that.”

Which Introduces an image of yourself in conflict
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with yourself.

Each of these has a certain voice
a style of delivery, an echo of the past.

That which is watching?
Is there any boundary?

Is it attentive?
Akin to what’s going on,

and to your goals.

Colorless, 
no form, 

Intangible.
Much acts upon it,

And it acts upon them.  

______________

Soul

245C, Loeb pg.469
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First,
“We must learn the truth about the soul divine and human

by observing
how it acts and is acted upon.

Every soul is immortal. For that which is ever moving 
is immortal;

but that which moves something else or is moved by something else, when it
ceases to move, ceases to live.

Only that which moves itself, 
since it does not leave itself, never ceases to move,

And this is also the source and beginning of motion
for all other things which have motion.

But the beginning is ungenerated.
For everything that is generated must be generated

from a beginning,
But the beginning is not generated from anything;

For
if the beginning were generated from anything, it would not be generated

from a beginning.

And since it is ungenerated, it must be also indestructible;
For if the beginning were destroyed, 

it could never be generated from anything
nor anything from it, 

since all things must be generated from a beginning.

Thus that which moves itself
must be the beginning of motion.

And this can be neither destroyed nor generated,
Otherwise all the heavens and all generation must fall in ruin

And stop, and never again have any source of motion
or origin.

But since that which moves by itself has  been seen to be
immortal, 
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one who says that
this self-motion

is the essence (ousia)
and the very idea (logos)

of the soul
will not be disgraced.

For everybody which derives motion from without
is soulless,

But that which has its motion within itself
has a soul

since that is the nature of the soul;

But if this is true,
that that which moves itself is nothing else than the soul

then the soul would necessarily be 
ungenerated and immortal.”

Does it change?
No, so it is immortal.

There is no beginning, middle or end.
_______________

The mundane Gods
From Proclus’ Theology of Plato

Book VI, Chapter XXII
Book VII, Chapter 1

WE’ll go into the logic behind this 
and The liberating Gods

tomorrow.?????
And how plato uses the gods in explaining relationships.???

Some are causes of existence of the world.
Others are animating,

Harmonic
protective,

preserving once harmonized
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They want to explain  the conditions for things
to be as they are.

The cosmos is an image of the eternal.
The cosmos is an image of the mind of God.

The universe is a copy. 

Why triads?
Because whatever you talk about

must Be, 
it must have a power,

inevitably, as a result of the power,
it must have come activity,

Which functions in two ways,
generation,

returning to the source.
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Given this model,
the whole Republic is

imitation. ????

In the Phaedrus, 
The gods are Archetypes or Models.

They are broken up into groups,
Each with a common character.

These match up with the 12 Gods.

What happens with man when he enters into a relationship?
Phaedrus, Loeb p. 491, St. 252 c-d

“Now he who is a follower of Zeus,
when seized by Love can bear a heavier burden of the winged god;
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But those who are servants of Ares 
and followed in his train,

when they have been seized by love and think they have been wronged in any
way by the beloved, become murderous 

and are ready to sacrifice themselves and the beloved.

And so it is with the follower of each of the other gods;
He lives, so far as he is able,

honoring and imitating that god,
so long as he is uncorrupted,

And
is living his first life on earth, 

And in that way he behaves and conducts himself
toward his beloved,

And toward all others.

Now each one chooses his love 
from the ranks of the beautiful
according to his character, and 

he fashions him and adorns him
like a statue,

as though he were his god,
to honor and worship him.

The followers of Zeus desire that the soul of him
whom they love be like Zeus;

So they seek for one of philosophical
and lordly nature,

And when they find him and love him, 
they do all they can to give him such a character.”

A triadic relationship.

LB 493, st. 252 E “If they have not previously had experience, 
they learn then from all who can teach them anything;

they seek after information themselves, 
and when they search eagerly within themselves
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to find the nature of their god, 
they are successful, 

because they have been compelled to 
keep their eyes fixed upon the god, 

And as they reach and grasp him by memory,
they are inspired and receive from him character and habits, 

so far as it is possible for a man to have part in God.”

For Zeus the creating is guided by 
the image they have of the god.

So, they want to learn as much as possible about the god
from anyone and from withing.

They reach and grasp by memory.
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If they are unreflective, they will try to impose
their character.

But while you can choose your beloved,
you can’t predict what

kind of child you’re going to get.

In the Phaedrus, Plato’s going to go for
Apollo,

The power of dialectic contrasted with Rhetoric. ???

With Rhetoric you need to study the types of souls
and which kind of persuasion

will move each type.

Phaedrus,Lb. 553, st. 271D

“Since it is the function of speech to lead souls by persuasion,
he who is to be a rhetorician must know

 the various forms of souls.
Now they are so and so many and of such and such kinds,

wherefore men also are of different kinds:
these we must classify.

Then there are also various classes of speeches, to one of which every
speech belongs.

So men of a certain sort are easily persuaded
by speeches of a certain sort

for a certain reason
to actions orbeliefs of a certain sort, 

and men of another sort
cannot be so persuaded.

The student of rhetoric must, accordingly,
acquire a proper knowledge of these classes
and then be able to follow them accurately

with his senses
when he sees them in the practical affairs of life;

otherwise he can never have any profit from the lectures he may have heard.

But when he has learned to tell what sort of man
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is influenced by what sort of speech, and is able,
if he comes upon such a man, 

to recognize him and to convince himself that 
this is the man

and this, now actually before him
is the nature spoken of in a certain lecture,

to which he must now make a practical application
of a certain kind of speech in a certain way

to persuade his hearer to a certain action or belief—

when he has acquired a knowledge of the times for speaking
and for keeping silence, 

and has also distinguished the favorable occasions for brief speech or pitiful
speech or
intensity

And all the classes of speech which he has learned,
then, and not till then,

will his art be fully and completely finished . . . “

_______________

Do the two arts, Dialectic and Rhetoric 
display the same problem of Beauty and Ugliness?

Socrates . . . at any rate, I possess no art of
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ST.262D speaking (rhetoric)
Compare ST. 271 A

LB. 551
First  you must know the truth, then
acquire the art of Dialectic. Ck all ref

and quotes
With Dialectic

St. 277A, lb 569
The dialectic is seedlike

it springs forth and grows And
generates others, and helps him and

helps themselves
Art of speech

ST. 517

The charge unless we have learned to read 
the “Friday night question”

is void of any philosophy and meaning.?????

 
“What were you doing this Friday night?”

lb 479, ST. 248E
“For a human must understand a general conception.”

A recollection is formed by collecting into a unity 
the many perceptions of the senses,

by means of reasoning.
And this is a recollection of those things 
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which our soul once beheld 
when it  . . . “

The process between lover and beloved 
is the same.

Push it a bit.
ST. 250, LB. 483D

“My discourse so far . . . “ Ck

LB. 485
We could go through the same exercise that we did on Friday night with the

images of Justice, Temperance, etc.
in their earthly copies.

It’s difficult to behold in their earin them,
through the darkling organs of sense . . . 

What does such an exercise do?
It causes the mind to pull together into a unity . . . 

To define 
with justice

with temperance
with the other ideas

And the kind of knowledge
he calls “eternal”

Ck ST 247, “In reflecting on these and recollecting, 
we can gain a glimpse of the Source.

Well, how do you go from the boy’s insight in the meno
to knowledge?

The boy gets an insight
Soc calls it an insight into measuration.

Was not everything the boy got opinion, even his answer?
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He has to go through it again and again,
from different questions.
He is practicing insight.

How do you go from that to eternal knowledge as just described?

You have to be taken through it again and again
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Can you focus on some insights again and again?
Are some more profound?
What were the similarties?
An insight into the mind. ??

Step back, what’s that like?
Focus on the states of mind.
Put words on each moment.

To stay in that state without an object is pure knowledge—
Pure mind

CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 INT’L License https://archive.org/details/20110916NSSEM 45

https://archive.org/details/20110916NSSEM
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


In that state you ought to be able to see
the images of Beauty—wherever they are

of Temperance
Of Justice.

The greater the seeing,
the more the “hunger”

The more “food”
until you pass out.
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ST244,LB465 Madness

“For if it were a simple fact that insanity is an evil,
the saying would be true; but in reality

the greatest of blessings have come to us
through madness,

When it is sent as a gift of the gods.
For the prophetess at Delphi and the priestesses at Dodona

when they have been mad have conferred many splendid benefits
upon greece, both in private and in public affairs,

but few or none when they have been in their right minds;
And if we should speak of the Sibyl and all the others 

who by prophetic inspiration have foretold many things
to many persons, and thereby made them fortunate afterwards,

anyone can see that we should speak a long time. 
And it is worth while to adduce also the fact that 

those men of old who invented names thought that madness was neither
shameful nor disgraceful;

otherwise they would not have connected the very word mania with the
noblest of arts, 

that which foretells the future, 
by calling it the manic art.

No they gave this name thinking that mania, when it comes as a gift of the
gods, is a noble thing, but nowadays
people call prophecy the mantic art,

tastelessly inserting a T in the word.”

“Then ancients, then, testify that 
in proportion as prophecy (Mantike) is superior to augury,

both in name and in fact, 
in the same proportion madness, which comes from god, is superior to sanity,

which is of human origin.
Moreover,

when diseases and the greatest troubles have been visited upon certain
families through some ancient guilt, 

madness has entered in and by oracular power has found
a way of release for those in need, taking refuge in prayers

and the service of the gods, and so, 
by purifications and sacred rites, 
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he who has this madness is made safe
for the present and the aftertime, 

and for him who is rightly possessed of madness
a release from present ills is found. 

And a third kindof possession and madness comes from the muses.
This takes hold upon a gentle and pure soul,

arouses it and inspires it to 
songs and other poetry, 

and thus by adorning countless deeds of the ancients
[with an order such that Beauty emerges

seeds help themselves and write]????
educates later generations.

But he who without the divine madness 
comes to the doors of the Muses,

confident that he will be a good poet by art,
meets with no success, 

and the poetry of the sane man vanishes into nothingness
before that of the inspired madman.”
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A kind of madness is passed on—
in families.

Having a family problem is madness—ancient guilt.

Free from his problem through midwifery, (Achilles with Phoenix) 
he goes into combat.

Then afterwards, with Priam, Achilles discusses rightness.

Propheti madness, the knowledge of the future
will release them from their family problem, family path.???

The muses arouse and inspire a gentle and pure soul
into adorning countless deeds of the ancients,

through Poetry
which educates later generations.
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Now judge: for Phaedrus, after the dialogue with Socrates
is over, he goes back now and dialogues with Lysis. 

As Achilles did with Priam. ????

_____________

Juan Balboa gave a presentation; his chart is below
of the Creative and Fabricative Gods

Please see videos of the seminar for his
presentation.

Pierre: ’d like to introduce a problem
ST. 247, lb 475
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The myth  What Proclus
does with it

The goal in the myth—How the mind can turn about
and gain a vision of reality.

Something written in 400 BC and still true
So,

there’s a continuity
there is something being preserved .

What carries its qualities on into eternity?
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The way in which Proclus structures
in triads, 

each also having triadic functions 
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The architecture of the myth in the Phaedrus
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Zeus arranges and cares for all things, 
After him the souls follow in 10 squadrons,

each god leading a squadron,
Hestia remains in the house of God . . .

They proceed steeply upward to the top of the vault of heaven,
passing outside those that are called immortal take their place 

on the outer surface of the vault of heaven,
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and when they have taken their stand, the revolution carries them round and
they behold the things outside of the heaven.

 . . . For the colorless, formless and intangible truly existing
essence/ousia, with which all true knowledge is concerned,

The nature of mind is contingually seeing itself,
this is true knowledge.

holds this regiion and is visible only to the mind, 
the pilot of the soul

Now the divine intelligence, since it is nurtured on 
mind and pure knowledge, 

and the intelligence of every soul 
which is capable of receiving that which befits it,

refoices in seeing reality for a space of time 
and by gazing upon truth is nourished and made happy 

until the revolution brings it again to the same place.
In the revolution it beholds absolute justice, temperance 

and knowledge,
not such knowledge as has a beginning

and varies as it is associated with one or another of the things
we call realities, 

but that which abides in the real eternal absolute;
and in the same way it beholds and feeds 

upon the other eternal verities,
after which, passing down again within the heaven,

it goes home, and there the charioteer puts up the horses at the manger and
feeds them with ambrosia 

and then gives them nectar to drink.

In Plato’s Symposium (Rouse, ed. Dialogues of Plato, p.115)
???? Transition
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The steps to the perfection of Beauty, Reality
perceived by the mind which alone can see it.

After this, even this is insufficient,
there are four kinds of birth.

The last birth, the child is Real excellence,
which must be nurtured and brought up.

For Proclus, 

Cronos=Cronian mind=Divine Intelligibles 
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Ouranos/Heaven= divine Intelligence births the Divine Intelligibles

Several words can be mixed up—Intellect, Intelligence
Intelligible, Intellecting

Zeus—Intelligence, containing the Intelligibles, i.e. Cronian mind
as going on, i.e. intellecting

All gods must be in it.
You have to in it (Intelligence)

in order to experience it, (the Intelligibles)
Intellibence contains the Intelligibles.

Sub celestial
Separate

Intelligibles
Inferior to

triads,
it is the plane of

truth, the
meadow which
nourishes the

soul

revolution supercelestial
Inparticipable

and occult genus of the
intelligibles the
supercelestials

should subsist between the
Intelligible nature and the sub

celestial circulation, 

first Intelligibles

Socrates in the Phaedrus, “partial intellect contemplating the supercelestial
place.”
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Our task 1. Memorize
plato’s myth

2. Proclus
read him on the myth,
and highlight what is

not clear

Proclus’
metaphysical distinctions

and Iamblichus. and
Porphyry

3. Proclus will explain or will
cite the Timaeus and

Republic

What does it add?
Proclus is driven by his [Triadic] logic.

Proclus’ triads
the First level-3,

the Second-9
The third-27

the fourth . . .
He says we need another level, 

so it’s exponential, for each level 
there is the multiplication by three.

He has more place than he has gods.

So from the little reading we did.
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Do we want to go through The Theology of Plato 
on Friday nights?

What closes down your open states?

The cause in reality,
that without which the cause 

could not be a cause.
Look for the power, the Divine and immortal force,

Which causes things to be placed as is best.
The good which must embrace and hold all things.

The nature of reality is caring. 
We are part of a caring universe.
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