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BACKGROUND: The Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) in Washington, D C., requests a $200,000

grant award in renewed support of its general operations, with an emphasis on its work on energy and the

environment. This request is separate and apart from that for CEI’s litigation efforts, for which there is a

recommendation in the next section of these materials.

Founded in 1984 by its longtime president Fred L. Smith, Jr., and consistently supported by Bradley since

1995, CEI is a public-policy research institute dedicated to free enterprise and limited government. Two
years ago, CEI named Lawson Bader its new president, but Bader will be leaving to become president

and chief executive officer of Donors Trust Smith remains at CEI as director of its Center for Advancing

Capitalism.

CEI’s board of directors is chaired by George Mason University law professor Todd J. Zywicki and

includes Bader, Smith, Michael W. Gleba of the Scaife foundations, and Michael S. Greve of the George

Mason’s law school and the Bradley-supported American Enterprise Institute.

Its Center for Energy and Environment (CEE) is directed by Myron Ebell. The Cooler Heads Coalition

that Ebell chairs brings together scholars and activists from almost every major right-of-center group in

Washington, D.C., at CEI's headquarters there on a monthly basis and maintains the regularly updated

GlobalWarming.org website (a recent screenshot of which is below).

Among other things, CEE is also working closely with Bradley-supported conservative state think tanks

and the Bradley-supported American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) (about which see the

recommendation in § 2.A. of these materials) on public education about energy and the environment.

CEE will build on its previous work with conservative state think tanks in 12 states this year and next to

educate policymakers and the public about the effects of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s

(EPA’s) ’’Clean Power Plan" and similar regulatory proposals that would affect the national and state

economies - and a proper conception of how federalism works. It will work with state infrastructures and

CEI’s legal experts to take legal action against such federal power grabs, as well, if and when necessary.
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(Such suits may compiement ones by the Wisconsin institute for Law & Liberty’s Barder-funded Center for

Competitive Federalism.)

And CEE continues to aggressively use the federal Freedom of Information Act process to expose the

collusion between ERA officials and global-warming alarmist groups, too, including their attempts to rely

on the federal Endangered Species Act to stymie energy development.

BUDGET INFORMATION: CEI's overall current annua! expense budget is $5,892,959.

Its major sources of philanthropic support include longtime Bradley allies like the Koch and Scaife

foundations and the Barbara and Barre Seid Foundation. Its large corporate contributors include AT& T,

Exxon Mobil, Ford, General Motors, Microsoft, Murray Energy, Pfizer, and SBC.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: From its very beginnings, CEI has worked vigorously to put ideas into

action. Its work on energy and the environment in particular is helping to expose and cut back onerous

federal regulations that choke economic growth and prosperity.

Staff thus recommends a $100,000 general-operations grant. If awarded, this would be $25,000 more

than last year’s level of support for this purpose.


