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This consolidated proceeding presents the question of whether
violations of a mandatory safety standard, cited under section 104(a) of
the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977, 30 U.S.G, § 814(a)(Supp,
V 1981), may be found to be of a "significant and substantial" nature.
The Commission's Chief Administrative Law Judge concluded that signi-
ficant and substantial findings could be made in a section 104(a)
citation, and concluded that the violations in issue were significant
and substantial.  4 FMSHRC 2093 (November 1982)(ALJ).  We subsequently
granted the petition for discretionary review filed by Consolidation
Coal Company ("Consol"). I/  For the reasons stated, we affirm the
judge's decision.
During an inspection of Consol's Renton Mine, an underground coal
mine located near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Richard Zelka, an inspector
of the Department of Labor's Mine Safety and Health Administration
("MSHA"), issued two citations for alleged violations of 30 C.F.R.
§ 75.1100-3, a mandatory safety standard for underground coal mines. The
portion of the standard alleged to have been violated states, "All fire
fighting equipment shall be maintained in usable and operative condition."
The citations were issued under section 104(a) of the Mine Act. 2/
I/  We also granted the motion of the United Mine Workers of America
for leave to intervene on review.
2/  Section 104(a) states in part;
If, upon inspection or investigation, the Secretary or his
authorized representative believes that an operator of a coal or
other mine subject to the Act has violated this Act, or any manda-
tory health or safety standard, rule, order or regulation promul-
gated pursuant to this Act, he shall, with reasonable promptness,
issue a citation to the operator.  Each citation shall be in writing
and shall describe with particularity the nature of the violation,
including a reference to the provision of the Act, standard, rule,
regulation, or order alleged to have been violated.
30 U.S.C. § 814(a).
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