Mr. Componation was asked about his "concerns" with
respect to the question of interpretation of "active workings
at a bleeder evaluation point," and he responded as follows
(Tr. 168-169) :
A.  My concern — I have no concerns with
it.  I feel that if a man has to travel there,
it has to be safe for him to travel.  I don't
only feel that it's 301 and the C02, as we
have in this case here, I think he's responsible
to see that the roof is supported, that the
area is adequately ventilated, and that it's
safe for whoever goes up there to evaluate
that, for whatever they're evaluating; whether
it be for the roof, whether it be for anything
that's in there, not necessarily methane.  He
is evaluating the effectiveness of that system
to determine whether the gob, per se, is being
ventilated accurately.
And he measures the quantities of air, he checks
the roof, he checks for whatever may be.  He
may be checking for C02? he may be checking for
CO, as we do in many, many mines, where we have
spontaneous combustion and so forth; or he may
be checking for any number of gases that could
exist in coal mines.  But he had to, also, make
sure that it's safe, as I say, from roof support
and everything else.
Asked whether the bleeder evaluation point is an alterna-
tive to inspecting the bleeders, Mr. Componation responded
as follows (Tr. 169-170):
Q.  Mr. Componation, is the bleeder evaluation
point an alternative to inspecting the bleeders?
A.  Only if the bleeder becomes unsafe for reasons
beyond the control of the operator.  The operator,
under two hundred, is responsible to support
the top throughout the coal mines.  He has to
make a reasonable — or make a diligent effort to
maintain the bleeders, to support them, to be
able to travel them.  And, as I say, there are
circumstances that occur in every coal mine in
certain areas where it becomes difficult, maybe
impossible, maybe he has it cribbed and maybe
the ribs are sloughing in, or maybe it's of a
nature that breaks around.  Those conditions
develop; that recognizes that could develop, and
allows them to evaluate at the point — to the
point where it is safe to travel.  And, as I say,
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