A.  The reason it wasn't issued as an MSHA
policy document is because we've had no
questions or no problems with it.  And I don''t
think it was issued as a — strictly a problem,
even in district four.  Often times in discussions
with management, and even among — we get many
of the same with personnel within the agency;
where people have ideas and they express them,
and in order to come to one uniform interpreta-
tion, you may say, or just to affirm something,
we'll put those out.
And it's not uncommon to respond to our district
people.  We have responded to many coal operators
without saying it' s a policy and issue those to
every one.  We address the question to the
particular individual because it's not a question
to other people.
On cross-examination, Mr. Componation confirmed that he
drafted exhibit G-3, and when asked to reconcile section
75.316(e)(2) and the interpretation stated in the letter,
he responded as follows (Tr. 176-177):
A.  I interpret that active working to refer
to the active workings from which the air is
coming; the pillar line at the outby side of
the gob.  I interpret that to say that the air
that flows across the active area, flows across
the gob and then into the bleeders.  And my
interpretation that the bleeders are active
so long as they have to be traveled.  And we
do, as a matter of -- I don't say it's policy
— but we do as matter of it being active when
bleeders are traveled; we collect samples in the
bleeders and we do enforce the same regulation
that we enforce at the ventilation point.
Q.  Mr. Componation, is there anywhere in the
regulations where bleeders are defined as active
workings?
A.  There are very few places where any particular
entry is defined as an active working.  Active
workings are defined as any place where men work
or travel, regardless of whether you call it a
bleeder, whether you call it a track entry, whether
you call it a return entry, or an intake entry.
If the man works and travels, it's active.
299

