did not know what his men had done.  When he was reminded that
he had said the curtains were nailed to wood, he said that a
wooden piece is attached to a roof bolt in each entry during
initial development in case a stopping is needed at a later
time in any entry and that all stoppings are nailed to that
piece of wood (Tr. 440-442).  Although Pittman had originally
claimed that he had his men hang double curtains along the gob
line, Pittman eventually testified that he could not say for
certain that he or his men had erected any stoppings or whether
they had merely tried to tighten curtains which already existed
along the gob line (Tr. 443).
I agreed with Pittman that it might be reasonable for him
not to know for certain what his men had done (Tr. 443), but
it later turned out that when the men on his crew testified,
they did not know what they had done either.  Danny Blevins,
the roof-bolting machine helper, testified only that he and the
operator of the roof bolter "* * * tightened up the air coming
up there to the working place there" (Tr. 448).
Darrell MacDaniel, the helper to the operator of the
continuous-mining machine, testified that he thought the even-
ing shift had hung some curtains and that he and the operator
of the continuous miner hung some curtains.  He first stated
that none of the curtains were nailed at the bottom and admitted
that failure to secure the curtains at the bottom would allow
air to leak under the bottoms of the curtains (Tr. 883) .  There-
after, he supplemented his testimony by stating that they had
done all they could with the curtains Tt* * * unless you might
have put something heavy on [the bottoms of the curtains].  I
don't know.  There was timbers and stuff, but I don't know if
that would have helped or not" (Tr, 890).
Theodore Robert Milam, the mechanic on Pittman's 3B Sec-
tion, testified that on Friday, January 15, 1982, "everybody"
helped hang curtains along the pillared-out area and that they
"put crib blocks and timbers on the bottom of them to keep them
from blowing out, and this was done" (Tr. 904) .  Milam first
testified on cross-examination that every member of Pittman's
crew helped hang the six double-check curtains along the pillar
line, but then stated that the evening shift had already hung
the curtains before Pittman's crew arrived on the 3B Section on
Friday morning.  Milam also confirmed on cross-examination that
they had used crib blocks and timbers at the bottoms of the cur-
tains (Tr. 921).  Milam further stated that if MacDaniel stated
that the curtains were not nailed to timbers or fly boards at
the bottom, MacDaniel was "incorrect" (Tr. 925).  Despite Milam's
assertion that MacDaniel was incorrect about how the curtains
were secured at the bottom,, he said that he "probably didn't"
see all six of the curtains and that he could not say for cer-
tain how many curtains he had personally examined (Tr. 922).
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