The criteria found in section 75.1403-5(a) through (f),
and (h) through (j), all specifically include a reference
to the transportation of personnel on belt conveyors.
Subsection (f) provides that after supplies have been trans-
ported on belt conveyors, they are to be examined for unsafe
conditions prior to transporting men on regularly scheduled
raantrips, and that they are to be clear before men are
transported.  The only specific reference to conveyors that
do not transport men is found in subsection (h) which requires
that such belt conveyors be equipped with properly installed
and accessible stop and start controls installed at intervals
not to exceed 1000 feet.
Subsection (g) of the criteria found in section 75.1403-5,
require clear travelways at least 24 inches on both sides of
all conveyor belts installed after March 30, 1970.  It also
contains a provision that "where roof supports are installed
within 24 inches of a belt conveyor, a clear travelway at least
24 inches wide should be provided on the side of such support
farthest from the conveyor."  Thus, while the first sentence
seems to require clear 24 inch wide travelways on both sides
of all conveyors, the second sentence seemingly contains an
exception where roof supports are installed within 24 inches
of a belt conveyor.  In such a situation, the second sentence
seems to require that only the outby side of the belt conveyor
be provided with a clear 24 inch wide travelway.  Given this
somewhat confusing exception, I would think that in cases
where it is established that roof supports are present within
24 inches of a belt conveyor, an operator would only be
required to maintain one side of the belt as a clear travelway
of 24 inches in widthTIt would further appear to me that
the question as to whether which side of the belt conveyor has
to be maintained as a clear travelway would depend on the
location of the roof supports.
The statutory requirements found in mandatory section
75.303, for the conduct of preshift examinations includes
a requirement for examination of 'active roadways, travelways,
and belt conveyors on which men are carried, . , . and
accessible falls . . . for hazards."This section mandates
that the examiner examine for such other hazards and violations
of the mandatory health of safety standards, as an authorized
representative of the Secretary may from time to time require.
With regard to the preshift requirements for examination
of belt conveyors on which coal is carried, section 75.303
mandates that they be examined after each coal-producing shift
has begun.  This section also mandates that if the examiner
finds a condition or practice which constitutes a violation of a
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