1980, however, that Mr. Stevens provided Casebolt with a
Citizens Band radio for the pickup truck. 9/
Casebolt claimed that because of its limited range and
power this radio did not provide him with a means of communi-
cation in the most remote areas.  He continued to complain of
his need for a two-way AM/FM radio that would allow him to
remain in communication with his home office at all times.
He was not furnished with this piece of equipment until
June 15, 1982.  Two weeks later he was bumped from his job
as Tech II, water sampler by Jim Hutchinson a Tech II, surveyor
with greater competitive seniority.
The Rif's
.During 1982, two major series of seniority bumpings (Rif's)
took place.  The first of these occurred on June 7, 1982 in
response to a reduction in force which Falcon began on May 21,
1982.  The Rif first hit the Engineering Department when Zane
Watts successfully bumped Woody Gabbard from a Tech II,
surveyor job on Field Crew II.  The consequences of this
series of seniority bumpings is shown on the attached
diagram, Exhibit 1.
As Exhibit 1 shows, Woody Gabbard bumped Archie Combs
who bumped Ben Johnson who bumped Jim Hutchinson who bumped
Chad Casebolt.  Casebolt then attempted to bump Mike Sheffel
a Tech II, surveyor with less seniority.  At this point,
Falcon invoked the provisions of Section 9(c)(iii) of the
collective bargaining agreement to require Casebolt demon-
strate his qualifications for the position by taking a
|7Falcon's failure and refusal to furnish Casebolt with
this equipment until almost two years after it was requested
may have constituted a violation of 30 C.F.R. 77.1700.
This provides:
No employee shall be assigned, or allowed, or be
required to perform work alone in any area where
hazardous conditions exist that would endanger his
safety unless he can communicate with others, can
be heard, or can be seen.
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