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what that is either such a descrip
tion-label doesn’t help much 
There are classical explanations 
for possession by entities which 
Father Nicola believes have an 
“intelligence in relation to man 
as man’s intelligence is to a 
dog’s.’’ In other words, they are 
diabolically clever. But can we 
really swallow this?
As for the Martinez and Leo 

Furrh hauntings, they resemble 
the classical pattern of ghostly 
appearances so often linked to 
old houses. But the word "ghosts" 
implies they are the earthbound 
souls of the dead whereas an al
ternate explanation is that they
how impressed upon the halls, 
the walls, the surroundings of 
the homes or other possessions 
by persons with whom they for
merly were associated. So we'd 
like to call them apparitions, 
realizing that this defines them 
less precisely.Some of our readers are con
vinced they are ghosts; others 
are convinced they are haUucina- 
tions. Either may he true ... or 
they may be something else en-
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ing chants continue lor from five 
to nine nights in the healing
Anthropologists and physicians 

have studied Navaho medicine

to nine nights in the medicine 
man’s hogan with the patient’s
"It seems to me,” Dr, Berg

man said, “that the ceremony is 
almost always symbolically ap
propriate to the case. Pathologi
cally prolonged grief reactions,

moves the influence ol the dead 
from the living and turns their 
attention back to life.”
There is every indication, he 

added, that the 12 trainees will 
become effective psychothera-

00
CHEMICAL SCHIZOPHRENIA?A RESEARCH team working 
at Detroit’s Lafayette clinic 

under an eight-year grant from 
the National Institutes of Health 
has concluded that schizophre
nia, the mental disorder suffered

brain. Biochemist Charles Froh- 
man. and Dr. Edward Domino
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lectomy was performed April 21 
on male nurse Gary Chinn, aged 
31. The Chicago operation thus 
preceded those in New York 
although it was not announced 
until later. Weiss’ director of 
anaesthesiology Dr. Wei Chi Liu 
personally inserted the acupunc
ture needles in Chinn's right arm 
above the wrist and another in 
his left arm. Chinn remained 
fully awake but felt no pain dur
ing the time surgeon Ralph 
Levin operated.
The reluctance of Weiss Me

morial Hospital to publicize the 
operation became quite under
standable when the American
blasted the operations as "pre
mature,” suggesting that pa
tients were exposing themselves 
to potential physical and psy
chological dangers. The society 
demanded “objective evaluation 
over a period of years” before 
acupuncture is practiced in this
Dr. Warren praised the medi

cal board of Albert Einstein Col
lege for their open-mindedness 
in permitting the operation. He 
credited two Michigan physi
cians, Dr. Pang L. Man and Dr. 
Calvin H. Chen of Northville 
State Hospital, with developing 
a theory that may explain acu
puncture's success in achieving 
anaesthesia. Man and Chen 
argue that besides the gate in
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FATE
Although he was supposed to 

go only as far as the Spring of 
Moses (’Ain Musa), he suc
ceeded in conniving his way into
fore his suspicious guide began 
making discouraging motions 
with his rifle. Reluctantly 
Burckhardt slaughtered his goat 
and followed the guide back out 
of the city. Nevertheless, he put 
Petra back on the map and 
paved the way for its revival and 
a different kind of financial suc
cess. Today the city is a flourish
ing tourist attraction, a valuable

•pETRA IS a spectacular col- 
JT lection of temples, gymna-
tems and aqueducts — all hewn 
from solid rock. Their most dis
tinctive features are the two 
storied Greco-Roman facades 
that adorn many of the temples 
and tombs. The rooms behind 
these elaborate carvings are un
finished caves with little more 
than connecting staircases.
The Siq is no less spectacular 

than the city it leads to. It winds 
for more than a mile between 
multihued cliffs which tower 
hundreds of feet above the can
yon floor shutting out most of the 
daylight. At times the trail is so 
narrow it seems one may touch 
both walls at once.
Just when it seems the trail

will go on forever we round a 
turn and find ourselves face to 
face with one of the world’s most 
astounding sights. The canyon 
suddenly widens and the first 
rock-cut structure comes into 
view. Framed by the darkened 
cliffs of the gorge tbe Treasury 
of Pharoah (el-Khaznah) glistens 
in the brilliant sunshine. The 
vivid rose-coral facade is be
lieved to have been built in the 
Second Century B.C.
The Treasury's facade is sim

ilar to all those in Petra, adorned 
with statuary and Roman 
columns. Its two stories bring it 
to a height of 65 feet and the 
pillars of the ground level are 
almost freestanding. Only their 
ends are still fast to the cliff. The 
top story is decorated on either 
side with columns carved in re
lief and it has a small circular 
kiosk in the center. The entire 
facade is trimmed with intricate 
designs which are almost as 
sharp today as when they were
High on the Treasury’s facade 

stands a bullet-chipped um. For 
decades passing Arabs have 
been trying to sboot it open to 
get the riches they believe it con
tains. But the um is solid rock; 
the legendary hoard is non-
The canyon continues narrow 

for a short distance beyond the 
Treasury, then widens into the







W H O  is the
MAN I  MET in the Sky?

My son was thrilled to hear I had shared my flight to Newark





THE MAN I MET IN SKY
younger guys start crowding you 
and your body aches with pun
ishment. I remember my father 
saying, ‘Son, you may get brok
en bones or your teeth knocked 
out. It’s not worth it unless it 
means a great deal to you. When 
you get to the point it doesn’t 
mean much to you, it’s time to 
taper off.’ I tried to quit com
pletely but I couldn’t. I’ve played 
football since I was 11 years old. 
It’s a tough babit to break.”
“Would you do it over again?"
“Yes." He sounded certain. "I 

could take out all my aggres
sions on the football field. It was 
good for me.”
Finding he couldn’t stay away 

from football he joined the New
ark Bears, playing pro ball on 
weekends, commuting from his 
job, practicing at night. By this 
time he was talking easily and 
comfortably and as he talked he 
must have caught my cursory 
glances at his elegant clothes.
“I was at a social gathering at 

a hotel when I received a tele
phone call,” he explained quiet
ly. “I’ve been summoned home. 
My kid sister who is going to 
have a baby has been in hard 
labor for several days. It is now 
a matter of life and death. Her 
husband is in Vietnam. As the 
oldest in the family I’ve been 
called home to see about
His voice which had been flat

and emotionless now quivered 
and then broke completely as he 
said, “I hope she's going to be all 
right.”
I felt my own eyes filling. I 

said softly, “I’m going to say a 
little prayer that she will be all 
right.”

There was another hush. He 
said simply, “Tbank you.” But 
there was something in his voice
The plane circled over Newark 

and finally the pilot brought it 
down gently onto the runway. 
People scrambled to their feet 
and into the aisles. As we began 
to crowd out I turned to my com
panion who stood tall and broad 
beside me.

“What’s your name? I’d like to 
tell my son that I sat beside a 
football player who played and 
won at the Rose Bowl. Mine’s 
Prindne Calitri.”
I extended my hand and he 

grasped it. "Mine’s Mike Hag- 
ler.”
He smiled a compelling radi

ant smile and I found myself 
smiling happily back. Then 
spontaneously we burst into joy
ous laughter. People tinned to 
stare at us. My southern back-
became self-conscious.
Mike Hagler must have sensed 

my embarrassment for he quick
ly excused himself and hurried 
off the plane ahead of me. I













true mystic experiences

WolALL were si 
>ldest scGiddens left lor Vietnam in 1968. 

Our family never had been sepa
rated before and his wife Janice 
was expecting their first child. 
The day he left everyone cried 
but me. I said I would save my 
tears for the day he came home
Butch served as a sergeant 

with the army’s 196th Light In
fantry Division. The division was
papers and on television. Things 
were bad in Vietnam at that time 
and we were losing a lot of boys. 
Butch was a machine gunner on 
a small tank called a half-track 
and there was continual danger
my mind but at the same time I 
never really worried about him. 
Somehow I knew he would come
Butch did not share my con

fidence. He wrote home telling 
about the battles he had sur
vived and wondering how he had 
managed to come through them 
without being killed or wounded. 
Especially after his baby daugh
ter Jamie Lynn was born—on 
June 16, 1969 — I sensed in
Butch’s letters bis doubt that he 
ever would get home. He was 
scheduled to come home in Oc
tober 1969 and it makes a soldier

nervous to know he has just a 
few more months to go. I kept 
wishing that by some miracle be 
would be sent home earlier. I 
didn’t want him wounded, of 
course, but I could feel the strain
One afternoon in July I closed 

my beauty shop early because I 
was tired and went home to take 
a nap. While I slept on the couch

I dreamed we were giving a
people were present. Then the 
door opened and a young man in

boots and pants and a sort of 
vest that held ammunition. He 
was browned by the sun and by 
contrast his teeth seemed beauti
fully white when he smiled. He 
came straight over to me and 
whispered loudly in my ear, 
“Did you know that Butch will









£tigmata
. . . an unsolved mystery

A product of divine intervention or hysteria? Heated debate has 
centered around "the wounds of Christ" for ages.
Br Susy Smith
ONE OF THE most exhaus

tively studied stigmatics in 
the history of this inexpli
cable phenomenon is Louise 
Lateau, a simple Belgian 
peasant girl whose case attract
ed more than 100 doctors and 
many eminent Catholic church
men to the tiny village of Bois 
d’Halne in the province of 
Hainault.
Louise was bom in Bois 

d’Haine in 1850 and lived a 
relatively ordinary life until she 
was 18 years old. Then, after she 
suffered for a time from an ill- 
defined illness involving intense 
neuralgic pains, the stigmata 
first appeared on April 24, 1868. 
Bleeding wounds showed on the 
palms of her hands and on her 
feet, as if nails had been driven 
through them. Blood flowed from 
her side as from a spear wound 
and droplets of blood circled her 
brow. Her stigmata appeared 
between midnight and 1:00 A.M. 
every Friday morning and lasted 
for 24 hours. By every Saturday

the stigmata were dry and pain
less and remained so until the 
next Thursday midnight when 
they again began to bleed and
None of the doctors or church

men who examined Louise ever 
had an explanation for the 
phenomena nor did they find any 
indication of trickery. Finally, at 
the request of religious authori
ties she spent 20 weeks in the fall 
of 1868 under the supervision of 
Dr. Lefebvre, an eminent 
Louvain specialist in nervous 
diseases. During this time many 
of his medical colleagues also 
examined the girl and witnessed 
the appearance of the stigmata 
at regular intervals.
A few years later a Dr. 

Warlomont, who believed Louise 
herself might be inducing the 
bleeding in some manner, conducted further experiments, 
sealing her hands in gloves each 
Thursday. Nevertheless, when 
the seals were broken on Friday 
afternoon her hands were found
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to have bled as usual. Dr. 
Warlomont then devised a glass 
cylinder in which her arm was 
sealed in such a way that it was 
Impossible to get at her hand. 
When her hand was encased in 
the cylinder on Thursday, 
January 21, 1875, there was no 
sign ol bleeding but on Friday 
when the apparatus was examin
ed in the presence o£ medical 
witnesses, some of them anti
clerical skeptics, the hand was 
found to have bled.
As a result of this careful 

investigation of Louise Lateau’s 
case the Belgian Academy of 
Medicine passed a resolution 
affirming the reality of the phe
nomenon although several mem
bers rejected any supernatural 
interpretation. And today we are 
no closer than were these 19th 
Century medical men to under
standing stigmatization.
A LTHOUGH THE phenomenon 
H  is never commonplace it 
occurs more frequently than we 
realize. Over the centuries 
churchmen have investigated 
every known case of stigmatiza
tion with great care and 
thoroughness looking for ev
idence of divine intervention. 
Medical men study the stigmatic 
to determine whether hysteria is 
involved and psychic research
ers investigate it for any para
normal factors in evidence. With

all this scrutiny it is not sur
prising that few cases of stigma
tization ever are acknowledged 
as authentic.
Stigmata most often occur in 

Catholic mystics who have been 
obsessed with Christ’s wounds. 
Yet the Catholic church is reluc
tant to admit that any given case 
represents miraculous interven-
Christ is not considered evidence 
of superior virtue. Of hundreds 
of reported cases of stigmatiza
tion over the centuries only 30 
stigmatists later have been 
canonized as saints.
The first stigmatic recognized 

by the church was St. Francis
hands and feet appeared 
and within the wounds was a 
hard and homy substance in the 
form of nails.Fr. Herbert Thurston, writing 
in the Proceedings of the Society 
for Psychical Research, Vol. 32, 
1922, on “The Phenomena of 
Stigmatization,” tells ns many 
other cases are on record in 
which the facts are reliable and 
reported by responsible witness- 
es. Among those cases Father 
Thurston considers authentic is 
that of Gemma Galgani, a 
middle class young girl who 
Uved in Tuscany (Italy) and died 
in 1903 at the age of 25. From 
childhood Gemma was ascetic to



wounds. (Interestingly, his case' I ' y ir r a s







considerable attention in the 20th 
Century - - Therese Neumann* of 
Konnersreuth, Bavaria, who 
lived from 1898 to 1962.

For many years the faithful 
flocked to witness the phenom
ena of bleeding and wounds 
which she began experiencing in 
1926. Yet when the Bishop of
university clinic for medical ob
servation, she refused, saying 
her father would not permit her 
to go. Her family’s opposition 
also made it impossible for 
doctors to examine her inten
sively enough to verify or reject
Members of a church com

mission which investigated her 
never actually saw blood oozing 
from her tissues. Bleeding never 
occurred except when Therese 
was hidden under the bedclothes 
or when every single witness had 
been compelled to leave the 
room. It was concluded that no 
real stigmatization existed and 
Therese was simply an hysteric.
Prof. Jean Lhermitte, one of 

the doctors who examined her, 
stated, “So ends the story of 
Therese Neumann. A major hys
teric with the deceptive streak 
that accompanies severe neuro
sis; it is thus that tbe stigmatic 
of Konnersreuth reveals herself

72 FATE
Father Thurston cautions, “We 

might then rest content with the 
solution that the wounds of 
the stigmatized mystic were 
produced by autosuggestion if 
the problem were limited to the 
data which we have so far been 
considering. But this is not the 
end of the matter. There are 
other alleged phenomena — 
phenomena for which very re
spectable, if not convincing, 
evidence is producible — which 
demand a still further extension 
of the range of tbe mind's influ
ence over the body. We are 
informed upon the testimony of 
surgeons of note in the 17th and 
18th Centuries that in the case of 
several stigmatized persons the 
tissues of the heart, as revealed 
in a postmortem examination, 
have been found to exhibit un
mistakable traces of tremendous 
lesions or indurations of old date, 
lesions whicb under normal cir
cumstances would have rendered 
the continuance of life impossi
ble for more than a few minutes. 
(It will be remembered that the 
blow of the lance was commonly 
supposed . . . not only to have 
pierced the side of our Saviour, 
but also to have reached the 
heart.) Our first impulse would 
naturally be to dismiss these 
statements as mere fairy tales, 
but tbey are not quite so easily 
disposed of. They rest, in many 
cases, upon the sworn evidence



STIGMATA . . . UNSOLVED MYSTERY
of medical men who, though 
belonging to a less scientific age 
than ours, were nevertheless ex
perienced anatomists,"

St. Theresa tells us in her 
autobiography that she had a 
vision of a glorious angel who 
thrust a long golden spear with a 
fiery point into her heart. After 
the saint’s death her extracted 
heart was found to have a wide 
horizontal fissure. However, 
Father Thurston believes this 
evidence is unsatisfactory, for 
her heart was removed by un
skilled hands.
An example he believes to be 

better, for it rests on the tes
timony of several eyewitnesses 
whose depositions are still avail
able to us, is the wound in the 
heart of Caterina Savelli of 
Sezze, Italy. After her death in 
1691 the traces of wounds in her 
hands and feet became perfectly
extracted it was found to have 
an old deep fissure. The physi
cian and surgeon who signed the 
final attestation declared that 
without supernatural interven
tion it would have been impos
sible for anyone to live with such
Previously mentioned St. Ver

onica Giuliani believed that 
the “instruments of the Passion” 
(cross, swords, pillar, chalice, 
nails, etc.) actually were repro
duced in miniature in her heart

During her life she drew more 
than one plan of the arrange
ment of these objects. When she
formed by a surgeon and a 
physician in the presence of 
several ecclesiastics and others. 
All signed a formal instrument 
attesting that they discovered in 
her heart the exact symbols she 
had described, quite hard in 
texture and clearly defined in 
shape in the same relative posi
tions she had indicated in her 
drawing.
Somewhat less astonishing, 

Father Thurston believes, but 
still very interesting, are the 
instances of espousal rings found 
on many stigmatics. The mystics 
believe these rings were placed
token of their spiritual nuptials. 
Such a red ring appeared in the 
flesh of Marie-Julia Jahenny. Dr. 
Imber-Gourbeyre, professor at 
the Medical School of Clermont- 
Ferrand, France, studied her 
over a period of 20 years with the 
sanction and encouragement of 
the bishop of her diocese. In 1873 
when she was 23 she exhibited in 
successive stages the various 
phenomena of stigmatization. 
These were crowned by the ap
pearance of a mystical ring, a 
hoop of vivid red encircling the 
ring finger of her right hand. In 
later years the ring seemed like 
red coral sunk into the skin on





•By Paul Steiner-

In Bergercan, France, black
smith Jean Conty won a slander 
suit against three villagers who 
bad accused him oi casting 
spells through black magic. He 
was awarded 500 francs damage 
after he successfully denied that
baby cry day and night, make 
his father seriously ill.and give a 
young mademoiselle a nervous 
breakdown.

“Buddigore” was the 11th of 14 
operas written during the 25-year 
partnership of Gilbert and Sulli-
cess when it opened in 1887 at 
London’s Savoy Theatre despite 
a comfortable run of 12 months 
and was not revived until 33 
years later, in 1920. Its alternate 
title, “The Witch’s Curse,” was 
realized during World War II 
when it was the only D’Oyly 
Carte set completely destroyed 
by Hitler’s bombers. Its infre

quent performances in both the 
United States and Great Britain 
are a testimonial to its reputa
tion as an unlucky opera.
“Night of Dark Shadows” was 

filmed entirely at Lyndhurst, the 
famous old mansion once belong
ing to Jay Gould in Tarrytown, 
N. Y. The movie contains a 
seance scene, so psychic author 
Hans Holzer was called in to 
supervise and every detail is as 
authentic as any ever portrayed 
on the screen. When the scene 
was being shot in the dimly-lit 
gallery of Lyndhurst several 
takes were spoiled by unex
plained raps. Mr. Holzer at
tributed these to “psychic phe-
was enough to make the cast

A chicken with four legs 
hatched on James Ray’s farm 
near Delaware, Ohio.
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Charlotte at 11:30 PMVt. I was ex
hausted when Arlene let me out 
of the car.
She drove off as I walked, up to 

the 50-year-old greenish-gray 
house we had nicknamed the 
Great Gray Barn because of its 
shape. I had locked the house 
securely when I left and now for 
some reason my key wouldn’t 
work in the front door. The door 
was seldom used anyway and its 
lock was tricky so I tried the
rear and side doors---with the
same result. Thoroughly frus
trated, 1 remembered a front 
window we had jimmied open 
once before. I got it open and 
crawled through, then locked the 
window tightly behind me. IVty

next move was ~ t o sea reh the
house, checking nil the doors and 
windows, before I went upstairs 
to draw my bath.
Preoccupied by the mystery o f 

the doors I couldn’t unlock I  was 
ill-prepared for the next shock. 
The linen, closet door had been, 
perforated toy small holes which 
looked as if they had been made 
toy an icepick. I soon realized the 
holes outlined a regular pat
tern ---- a human form my ht^ight
and shape! Chips and litter on 
the floor indicated the holes had 
toeen freshly made but wh att'ver 
tool was used was no longer 
around.
Once again I searched -the 

house and found not hi n g ou t of









GHOSTS OF “THE GREAT GRAY
Will Haight and Lt. Michael 
Johnson o f the Charlotte police 
force and Chris Townsend, a pri
vate detective who worked with 
the police department. The offi
cers came so often to check on 
the Great Gray Barn that we 
became friends. They sometimes 
came to the house after duty 
hours because they had taken a 
personal interest in the superna
tural manifestations — or per
haps they thought I was in dan-
EUwood Wallace, the acting 

district attorney, decided it 
would be a good idea if I were 
armed. Mr. Wallace came to my 
home and loaned me his own 
pistol and instructed me in its 
use. Sergeant Haight and Lieu
tenant Johnson insisted that I let 
them know if I were to be out 
late and they volunteered to es
cort me home on these occa-
One night in August 1969 when 

we reached the house Sergeant 
Haight and I went to the back 
door and Mike Johnson waited 
outside the front door. When we 
entered through the back door, 
the front door (which had been 
securely locked when I left the 
house) suddenly burst open. Ei-
thrust poor Mike back into the 
laurels at the edge of the porch. 
A thorough search of the house 
turned up no intruder, no pos

sible explanation for the forceful 
opening of that front door.
Sometimes I arrived at the 

supposedly empty house to see 
lights on and hear music inside. 
Once I hurried in and found the 
turntable still revolving on the 
stereo and the mechanism 
warm. On several mornings I 
saw the turntable slowing down 
as I entered the room. But no 
human intruder ever could be
Often I found scraps of my 

lingerie shredded and forcibly 
impaled on the rough wood of the 
cellar door; other personal items 
just disappeared. One morning 
when I entered tbe den I found 
an expertly-whittled wooden pipe
ning mouth of a mounted capu
chin monkey which I prize.
Also, my “invisible smoker” 

frightened many of my visitors. 
In the early evening we could 
see the flowing embers of burn
ing tobacco, like those in a pipe, 
cigaret or cigar, some distance 
away in the yard. Occasionally 
the embers moved as if the invis
ible smoker moved the burning 
tobacco to and from his mouth.
One night in September 1969 

some of my guests were getting 
sandwiches in the kitchen when 
everyone grew very still.
“Who’s he?” someone asked.
We looked down the hallway 

and there stood a ghostly gray
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OVER KANSAS
ly continued westward and at 
3:35 A.M. was seen over Dighton 
by Officer Banninger and Rod
ney Lance who was with him this 
time. Both men watched the 
craft as it headed west over 
Dighton and disappeared, all 
within about two minutes.
Banninger reports, “From the 

front it appeared red and green. 
As the UFO passed directly 
overhead the green lights were 
lost. On the underside were two 
red lights towards the front and 
two white lights towards the 
rear. Based on the configuration 
of the lights the object seemed to 
be triangle-shaped and about 
1500 feet in the air.”
At 3:43 A.M. residents of La 

Cross, Kans., saw the UFO pass 
westward from Hays toward Li- 
benthal. At 4:01 it was reported 
at Yocemento. Over the next 
three days UFOs were seen at 
Ellsworth, Plainville, Stockton, 
McCraken, Lyons, Ellinwood and 
Great Bend, Kans.
/“'■OULD THESE many reports 
'-J be due to suggestion or some 
sort of mass hysteria? Girvan 
tended to dismiss this explana
tion, pointing out that the first 
public announcement of the UFO 
sightings came over Colby radio

station KAYS at 6:00 A.M. on 
Wednesday, July 16, hours after 
multiple sightings were reported 
the previous night. Girvan also 
pointed out that multiple wit
nesses to some of the sightings 
all reported the same thing.
Although the Kansas sightings 

in July were the most striking, 
International UFO Bureau col
lected reports during July and 
August over a 10-state area of 
the midcontinent.
We can only speculate as to 

the motivation for all this UFO 
activity. The purpose appears to 
have been peaceful reconnais
sance of some sort and it is in
teresting that many sightings 
were near water reservoirs.
UFO researcher Kenneth Lar

son suggests there might be a 
connection between the concen
tration of sightings in central 
Kansas and America's geograph
ic center. But he does not eluci
date this concept.
Perhaps someday we will un- 

derstand the purpose of the UFO 
visits but for the moment we can 
only agree with the observations 
of Colby Police Officer Carter 
who said, “You’d think we were 
maniacs except for all the people



The Strange Story
of the

YELLOW BIRD

D
Did the bird in King Tut's cartouche portray a predestined 

victim of his infamous curse?

(c:wti
IT IS WELL known that misfor

tune befell a number of per
sons who dared penetrate King 
Tut-Ankh-Amen’s tomb, thus lend
ing credence to the widely-pub
licized ‘‘curse of King Tut.” It is 
not so well-known that one of its 
victims was a tiny yellow canary.
ject of controversy for 50 years 
and many authorities have stated 
repeatedly it is only idle super
stition. Be that as it may. Prof. 
J. C. Mardrus, a French Egyp
tologist, insists the tomb was pro
tected by a curse he found graven 
on a tablet at the entrance. He 
called it tbe “Stela of Maledic
tion” and translated it:

‘‘Let the hand raised against 
my form be withered/ Let them 
be destroyed who attach my 
name, my foundations, my 
effigies, the images like unto
Most mysterious of all the 

strange happenings that harked 
back to the curse was the fate of 
a pet canary. Howard Carter, 
the Egyptologist who discovered 
the tomb, loved to stroll through 
Cairo’s colorful old bazaars. One 
day, haggling over the price of 
an object, he was stopped short 
by the pure trilling notes of a 
birdsong. Listening entranced,
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Our Occult Revival

The Old W  the 
Vv«Ve4t( Witch ^

What motivates modern youth to take up witchcraft or 
satanism as a faith and how deep are their commitments?

Last month we dealt with the important revival of occultism 
and particularly its role in today’s youth culture, with em- 
phasis on the clearly predominant interest in astrology. As 

’ we shall see witchcraft and Satanism are running a very
close second.

W/TTCHCRAFT and satanism 
"  follow astrology as the sec

ond most popular focus of current 
attention in occultism. The large 
number of recent popular books 
and articles dealing with these 
suhjects attests to this upsurge of 
interest. (Often these puhlications 
are reprints of much older vol
umes.) Although witchcraft and 
satanism are commonly linked to
gether, they actually represent 
very different helief-systems and 
each has an existing variety of 
forms. This variation is not sur
prising because broad differences 
over the question of the existence

of the devil do exist among Chris
tians. While 66 percent of the Ro
man Catholics in the United States 
apparently believe in the actual 
existence of the devil, only six 
percent of the Congregational- 
ists, 13 percent of the Methodists 
and 31 percent of the Presbyte
rians believe in his existence. The 
Southern Baptists (92 percent) 
are the only major group that 
seemingly remain solid in their 
belief in an actual devil.
The alleged difference hetween 

so-called white versus black 
magic is one major distinction 
discussed in much of the occult
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literature. White magic is sup- 
posed to be the use of magic for 
socially beneficent ends; black 
magic is supposed to be the use 
of magic for malevolent ends. 
Even though some ritual forms of 
black magic clearly involve call
ing upon such malevolent forces 
as the devil or his demons, most 
magicians basically view magic 
as a value-free “technology-of- 
the-supernatural” (supernormal 
is a term preferred by many 
magicians). They believe their
their use of magic is for good 
(white) or for evil (black). As 
one of my traditional white 
witch informants put it, “Magic 
is like a knife. A surgeon can use 
it to perform an operation to 
save a life or a madman can use 
it to murder someone.” 
Contemporary witches usually 

do not consider themselves satan- 
ists. Satanism is basically the 
worship of the Judeo-Christian 
devil which is at times only a 
symbol and at other times very 
literally real. Varying degrees of 
fundamentalism exist among sa- 
tanists. Practitioners in witch
craft do not usually view them
selves as an heretical offshoot of 
Christianity but satanists do view 
themselves, either literally or 
symbolically (since many satan
ists are atheists), as members in 
league with the Christian’s devil. 
Most witches perceive witchcraft

as a folk tradition of magical be
liefs. Many if not most of them 
further perceive it as an ancient 
pre-Christian fertility religion 
that the Christian churches sought 
to suppress, primarily through the 
Catholic inquisitions and the 
Protestant witch trials. They be- 
lieve that their religion became 
misrepresented and distorted as
On the other hand, satanists 
often do constitute a kind of 
inverted Christian sect. And 
oddly enough most of history’s 
satanisms seem to be direct 
outgrowths of the Christian 
churches' misrepresentations of 
early witchcraft practices. The 
inquisitors so impressed some 
individuals with the fantastic 
and blasphemous picture of Sa
tanism that they decided they 
would “rather reign in hell than

Several different varieties seem 
to depict the nonheretical, non- 
satanic or white witches. The im
portant division to the sociolo
gists is between those witches 
who are individual practitioners 
and those who belong to orga
nized witch covens. Most frequent
ly encountered, the former vari
ety represents the independent 
or solitary witches who can be 
further subdivided into two 
somewhat oversimplified classes: 
(1) one represents those who, hav
ing learned the secrets of the art
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holds a secret register of covens 
existing around the world. This, 
however, seems to include only 
the Gardnerite covens which, ac
cording to Mrs. Wilson, number
ed several hundred at that time. 
In 1969 another well-publicized 
witch, Sybil Leek, told me she
300 covens were operating in the 
United States. The fact is that 
covens, especially those in exis
tence before 1951, have little 
communication with one an
other. Members sometimes mi
grate and join or begin a new 
coven but no central hierarchy 
or witchcraft organization exists. 
Except for Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. 
Leek most witches know little 
about those in other parts of the 
country or world. These women 
are somewhat unusual because 
their extensive publicity and trav
els have brought them into con
tact with a great many witches 
wishing interaction with them. It 
is, therefore, impossible to obtain 
any sort of accurate estimate of 
the number of covens now in 
operation. Because a great num
ber of new covens did begin after 
1951 they appear to represent the 
bulk of the knovm witchcraft 
groups about which we read to
day. More may exist but I did 
locate three pre-1951 covens in 
Michigan and thus I estimate 
that at least 150 such traditional 
covens probably exist in Great

Britain and the United States.
According to Margaret Murray 

the maximum number oi persons 
in a coven is 13. thus Great 
Britain and the United States to
gether probably can claim no
a rather small part of the mass 
market currently devouring the 
many marketable witchcraft 
items and books. Coupling the 
coven members with the solitary 
witches (many of whom are 
really not very serious) still 
leaves us with a relatively small 
number of witches in the United 
States, the maximum being 
probably less than 3,000. Like the 
interest in astrology, the popular 
interest in this form of occultism 
is very superficial. Like astrol
ogy, witchcraft represents a play- 
function for the major portion of 
its current popular audience.
Satanists also represent two 

distinct types: the solitary agents 
and those operating in groups. 
We know next to nothing about 
the former. If some individuals 
believe they have made con
tractual arrangements with the 
devil it is understandable that 
they might not wish this widely 
known, particularly if they are 
doing evil things. There are at 
least four major varieties of Sa
tanic groups. The first and prob
ably least frequent variety fol
lows some nonheretical (to them) 
interpretation of Christianity in
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I have shown three major facts 

in this paper. First, the interest 
in the occult is multidimensional, 
not the simple integrated and 
consistent “bag” that many, 
especially writers in the popular
Second, many persons involv

ed in following today’s oc
cultisms are not simple identity- 
seekers as some have portrayed 
them; these occultisms serve a 
variety of functions quite apart 
from offering new normative
disorientation, anxiety and isola-
Third, most of those involved 

in the current occult revival have 
a relatively superficial connec
tion with it. For most Americans 
it is a leisure-time fad of popular 
culture rather than a serious reli
gious search. I believe we may 
rightfully refer to the mass ver
sion of occultism as pop religion.

inspiring secrets known only 
through initiation into arcane 
orders now are fully exposed to
Years ago few persons wouM 

have dared to enter an allegedly 
haunted house. Now an allega
tion of haunting brings a rush of
to spend the night just to see the 
ghost. Would it be proper to 
interpret this interest as a re
newed belief in ghosts? It is pre
cisely because we no longer be
lieve in the fearsome aspects of 
the occult that we are willing to 
experiment with them. Most of 
those who would willingly draw a 
proper pentagram on the floor to 
invoke a demon would do so pre
cisely because they do not be-
who might pluck their souls 
down to hell will visit them. If 
we fully believed in demons we 
certainly would not dare to call

I argue that it shows a playful
viewed (and some still do view) 
seriously. I further argue that the

This assessment does not deny 
that the number of true believers 
in the occult has grown. Nor does 
it deny that other nonoccult

represents a kind of victory over 
the supernatural. We are seeing a 
demystification process of what 
once were fearful and threatening 
cultural elements. Most significant 
is the playful attitude of most of 
the persons involved. What in the 
past were fearful, dark and awe-

phenomena which indicate a 
growing number of persons seek- 
tag new religious meanings bave 
occurred.
Certain mundane factors how-

increase in occult activity: (1)
lation, (2) some disillusionment
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Can you influence  —  o r  
be influenced by  —  the 
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