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SPRING ARBITRON HIGHLIGHTS

WSBZ, Ft. Walton Beach, FL:  The Seabreeze ties for #2 among persons 35-64
with a 7.2 share (up 20%), and a 12.5 on weekends!  WSBZ ranks #5 in
persons 25-54 (up 66%), # 4 in women 25-54, and ties for #3 in men 
25-54. This is the third consecutive increase for the Seabreeze.  WSBZ 
has a record cume, and its 12+ share is up 68% over the past year.

KSKX, Pueblo, CO:  Sax 105.5 ties for #1 among women 35-64 with a 9.5 
share!  The station ranks #2 in persons 35-64 with a 10.3, up 125%.  KSKX ties 
for #2 in persons 25-54 with an 8.2, #2 in persons 25-49 with a 7.4, and #3 12+ 
with a 5.7 (up 67%).  In Colorado Springs Sax 105.5 saw its share of women 35-
64 increase for the third book in a row.       

WASJ, Panama City, FL:  In its debut book, Smooth Jazz 105.1 ties for #4 12+ 
with a 6.1 share!  That’s up from a 4.9 with country.  WASJ has a 10.4 
share among persons 35-64, and an 8.0 in persons 25-54.

WXJZ, Gainesville, FL:  Smooth Jazz 104.9 recently became Smooth Jazz 
100.9, greatly improving its coverage of Gainesville and now hitting the market’s 
other major city, Ocala.  While still on its old frequency, WXJZ increased its 
persons 12+ by 25% (43% over the last year).  Persons 25-54 are up 40%, 
women 25-54 increased 50%, and women 35-64 went up 33%.

WOJZ, State College, PA:  This is the first book for Smooth Jazz 98.7 in the 
home town of Penn State University.  WOJZ scored a 5.7 share of women 35-64,
ranking sixth, and tied for #5 from 6 AM to 7 PM weekdays.

WKYL, Lexington, KY:  This station has been running Smooth Jazz on 
weekends for years, but WKYL went fulltime with the format in May.  In the 35-64
demo their share was up 142%, with increases on the weekend as well as during
the week.

KJJZ, Palm Springs:  As it soon enters its seventh year of Smooth Jazz as a 
JRN affiliate, KJJZ has increased its share of women 35-64 by 33% over the past
year.   Look for the profile of this station in the August 9 Radio & Records!

WJZX, Charleston, SC:  Since it’s debut in the Charleston book last summer, 
WJZX has increased its cume in every survey, by 76% so far.  Since fall the 
station’s persons 25-54 are up 200% and persons 35-64 are up 33%.



             

STREAMING WILL BE BACK

The question is who will dominate this new medium?  Although scores of streams
have been shut down, listening to internet radio continues to increase, by 5% in 
July, and by 714% since January of 2001, according to Measurecast, Inc.  So if 
people can’t listen to your stream any more, chances are they’ve discovered 
someone else’s.

Foreign internet stations continue to be on top right now, with Britain’s Virgin 
Radio and Jazz FM usually in the top two rankings.  More importantly, one 
American radio company, Clear Channel, has made a huge commitment to 
streaming, in spite of the seemingly impossible U.S. copyright fees now in effect. 
Clear Channel Worldwide, the largest “network” in those ratings, is streaming 
hundreds of stations in their largest markets, adding 12 more in July.  Included 
are at least their six largest Smooth Jazz outlets.
 
All the spots are replaced on the streamed version of each Clear Channel 
station.  The inventory of all these stations is packaged and sold nationally (7.4 
million hours of listening in July).  Many of the ads take particular advantage of 
the internet (“click on the banner, or…”).  At present you’ll still hear plenty of 
PSA’s, and the quality of execution of the streams varies widely, even among the
Smooth Jazz stations.  Some have lots of dead air and sloppy cutaways for 
breaks.  That will improve.

When you add in those stiff royalty payments, you have to wonder what the 
bottom line looks like.  Is Clear Channel willing to lose money now in order to 
stake its spot at the top of the internet radio hill?  It has invested before in order 
to dominate other businesses, including concerts and outdoor advertising.

Ultimately where will this leave other broadcasters?  Many other stations, with 
their signal limitations, need streaming much more, especially to capture office 
listening.  It’s no coincidence that JRN’s biggest Smooth Jazz winner in the 
Spring book, WASJ, has the best signal (50,000 watts -- right there in town).        

The demand for internet radio continues to grow, and inevitably supply will meet 
the demand.  Record companies complain that radio won’t play enough new 
music, yet they are crushing the very internet stations (not Clear Channel’s) that 
do expose it.  That, together with the current pressure on legislators, will likely 
result in changes -- either an easing of royalty rates, along with the 
accompanying documentation requirements -- or better yet, a revenue-based 
formula.  Meanwhile many radio stations who are looking ahead will find that not 
streaming is increasingly harder to afford.



Like the pioneers who built those once money-losing TV and FM stations, who 
will be poised with the established brands of internet radio -- once this dust 
settles?    
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