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THE SMOOTH JAZZ SAMPLER CD:  Revisited  

Throughout the history of Smooth Jazz the most successful and affordable 
promotion has been the Sampler CD.  Stations have done these annually for 
many years, especially for the fall Arbitron and holidays.  Last year we almost 
succeeded in putting together a sufficient pool of affiliates who would share the 
same CD -- but customized for each station with individual logos and sponsors.

The idea is back.  With an earlier start, A440 Music Group is again behind the 
project.  Traditionally these CD’s required that net proceeds go to a charity in 
order to secure music rights.  Conditions in the music industry have changed, 
and this new project does not require a charity tie-in.  Stations can sell or give 
away the CD’s in any way they wish.  Of course the charity angle -- great public 
relations -- is still possible.

The music will be the top hits of Smooth Jazz.  JRN Operations Manager 
Steve Hibbard is closely involved in the selection process.  You’ll soon receive 
the song list, along with other details.

The benefits of the Smooth Jazz Sampler CD are many.  Promotionally, you 
are putting an audio ad for your station, with your logo, into each home.  It’s 
something they’ll keep and share with friends, and buy as gifts.  Your station  
gets visibility at points of purchase, and you can stage a CD release party.  Your 
sales department can sell sponsorships, including ad cards and coupons inside 
the CD case.

The promotion is easily self-liquidating.  Typically you’ll sell half of your order to 
break even.  Beyond that, sales of the CD can generate revenue.  There is a 
minimum order of 1000 units.  We recommend even more, to increase the value 
of sponsorships, and because re-orders are not possible.  One station outside 
the top 100 markets has done this before, and already wants 5000 copies!

To learn more about the Sampler CD now, call Sarah Cummins at 312-850-
2440.    



BEING PREPARED:  Generic Hours

Although Friday, March 21, was the first full day of Spring, the Denver area 
experienced the worst blizzard in 90 years.  Our programming and engineering 
staffs did a tremendous job keeping the network running, many of them camped 
in the building or a nearby hotel.  The storm ended, the thaw started, and we all 
looked forward to getting back to normal.  Then the other shoe dropped.

Roofs had been collapsing throughout the area, and a tremendous amount of 
snow had accumulated on top of our JRN facilities.  A nearby building had 
developed a structural problem and was evacuated.  Shortly thereafter JRN was 
evacuated by the South Metro Fire Department -- only the second time in 14 
years of operation.

Not all JRN formats were affected.  Smooth Jazz continued normally, thanks to 
our emergency generator and automation capabilities.  But this was a close call, 
and we are now working to develop a redundant off-site facility that can be used 
quickly in an emergency.

This is a perfect time to remind you about generic hours.  We have been 
offering these every Monday morning at 4:00 AM Eastern.  They contain no 
dated content.  The hour is preceded by relay closure 14 so that it can be 
recorded automatically.  Archived generic hours can come in handy in many  
situations --  failure of your receiver, satellite dish or automation, as well as 
during the predicted twice-a-year sun outages (see our February 2003 issue).

Shortly we will improve our generic hours.  Each week you will have eight of 
them, one for each of our air talents.  If you wish, you can archive one or more 
generic hours for each of the Smooth Jazz jocks.  In an emergency you can plug 
in a generic hour by the jock who is scheduled at that time.  Soon you’ll receive 
separate notification with a schedule of all the generic hours we will offer each
week.

WELCOME ABOARD:  Five New Affiliates!

It has already been a busy, rewarding year, getting many new stations on the air 
with JRN’s Smooth Jazz for the Spring Arbitron.  All of them are in rated markets.

WJSJ and WSJF, Jacksonville, FL:  Serving our largest market, including 
nearby St. Augustine, this simulcast at 105.3 and 105.5, switched to Smooth 
Jazz on March 1, under new owner TAMA Broadcasting.  Welcome to Dr. Glenn 
Cherry, Linda Davis-Fructuoso, Joel Widdows, Jerry Smith and the crew at the 
new Smooth Jazz 105.



WUBU, South Bend, IN:  This is our second affiliation from Federated Media.  
With its antenna right in downtown South Bend, the new Smooth Jazz 106.3 
also joined us on March 1.   Steve Kline is Market Manager and Gene Walker is 
the new OM.            

KDJZ, Fargo/ Moorhead, ND-MN:  On February 19 the new Smooth Jazz 
100.7 debuted with a 25,000-watt signal.  We welcome GM Don Nordin and OM 
Steve Gunner.

WSJZ, Melbourne/ Vero Beach, FL:  On March 31 Cumulus Broadcasting 
teamed up with JRN for its newest Smooth Jazz station.  We’re working with 
Sabrina Lingg, Dan Carelli and Jim Kennedy at the 25,000-watt Smooth Jazz 
Sound of the Coast.

KUJZ, Eugene/ Springfield, OR:  A second Cumulus station comes on board in 
early April.  Welcome to Mike Donovan, Russ Davidson, Joe Harper, Drew 
Ericson and everyone at Smooth Jazz 95.3. 
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