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action is very likely to be merged in reflection. ' I
never was a boy,3 he said, f never played at cricket; it is
better to let Nature have her own way.'"* "I never
was a boy;; is the most pathetic reproach that a son can
ever address to his father on the management of his
youthful years.
But James Mill was too much in earnest with his
scheme to care much for letting Nature have her own
way.    If, as has been said, he wished to make his son a .
logician and a reformer, he certainly succeeded.    The
early studies in Aristotle and the school-logic, the early
acquaintance with the Socratic method of inquiry, gained
by a perusal of the Platonic dialogues, the diligent work
of  comparing   E.icardo   with   Adam   Smith—all  bore
abundant fruit    The first intellectual operation in which
the young Mill arrived at any proficiency was, as he
himself says, dissecting a bad argument, and finding in
what part the fallacy lay.    The Socratic " elenchus," as
an education for precise thinking, took such hold of him
that it became part of his own mind.    "I  do not
believe," he says, "that any scientific teaching ever was
more thorough or better fitted for training the faculties
than the mode in which logic and political economy
were taught to me by my father.    Striving, even in an
exaggerated degree,   to call forth the   activity of my
faculties, by making me find out everything for myself,
he gave his explanations not before, but after, I had felt
the full force of the difficulties; and not only gave me
an accurate knowledge of these two great subjects, as far
as they were then understood, but made me a thinker on
both/'   The worst of early proficiency, however, is its
* Journals of Caroline Fox+ i», 163, 164

