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himself tolls us, was to exhibit economic phenomena in
relation to the most advanced conceptions of his own
time on the general philosophy of society—to do, in fact,
for the nineteenth century what Adam Smith had done
for the eighteenth. In pursuance of thin aim there were
many points in his treatise which were not only valuable
in themselves, but exhibited a distinct advance on any-
thing which had gone before them. He himself used to
say that Rieardo had supplied the backbone of the
science, but, as Cairnes remarked in a notice of Mill's
labours in the Examiner, it is not less certain that the
limbs, the joints, and the muscular developments were
the work of Mill. We may take, for example, the
development which Mill gives of Ricarclo's doctrine of
foreign trade, where the skeleton is clothed with flesh,
and principles of the most abstract kind are translated
into concrete language, and brought to explain familiar
facts. Or we may look at Mill's doctrine of the
economic nature of land, which, though it has been
sometimes denied, is clearly, in its views of the peculiar
nature of landed property and its doctrines of "the
unearned increment/' a direct deduction from Ricardo's
theory of Rent More originality is shown by Mill in
the introduction of new premisses, which very often
largely alter the deductions to be drawn from old prin-
ciples, For instance, in reference to the effect which the
growth of society has on the minimum point of wages,
Mill remarks that this minimum is not a physical but a
nwm! minimum, and is, therefore, capable of being altered
with the changes of character in the population at large.
Hence, instead of a weary pessimism as to the future
condition of the labourer, we have the suggested chance

