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life is concerned, overshadowed by Mrs. Taylor. Intro-
duced to her as early as 1831, at a dinner party at Mr.
Taylor's house, where were present Roebuck, W, J. Fox,
and Harriet Martineau, the acquaintance rapidly ripened
into intimacy, and the intimacy into a friendship, which
Mill himself was never weary of describing in terms that
could not but appear extravagant to others. In some of the
presentation copies of his Political Economy he wrote the
following dedication :—" To Mrs. John Taylor, who of all
persons known to the author is the most highly qualified
either to originate or to appreciate speculation on social
advancement, this work is, with the highest respect and
esteem, dedicated." An article on "the Enfranchise-
ment of Women" was made the occasion for another
panegyric. The dedication of Mill's work on Liberty
is well known.* Finally, the pages of the Autobiography
ring with the dithyrambic praise of " his almost
infallible counsellor." There is a touch of fatuousness
in all this, which can be accounted for only on the
* "To the beloved and deplored memory of her who was the
inspirer, and in part the author, of all that is best in my writings—
the friend and wife, whose exalted sense of truth and right was my
strongest incitement^ and whose approbation was my chief reward—
I dedicate this volume. Like all that I have written for many
years, it belongs as much to her as to me; but the work as it
stands has had, in a very insufficient degree, the inestimable
advantage of her revision; some of the most important portions
having been reserved for a more careful re-examination, which they
are now never destined to receive. Were I but capable of inter-
preting to the world one half the great thoughts and noble
feelings which are buried in her grave, I should "be the medium of
a greater benefit to it, than is ever likely to arise from anything that
I can write, unprompted and unassisted by her all but unrivalled
wisdom."

