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to the psychological interest, beyond which all discussion
on such a matter is sheer impertinence. We have no
desire, as we have no right, to know any of the incidents
in detail of the long companionship; the bare outline of the
facts, in the general summary which has just been given,
is sufficient to show the strange influence to which Mill
was subjected for more than twenty years of his life.
The paradox of the situation is that Mill's character has
been generally regarded as somewhat cold and impassive:
a character, therefore, in which it was antecedently
improbable that we should find anything of the nature of
a romance. As a matter of fact, he had a considerable
depth of feeling, which was hidden behind a mask of icy
reserve; he was not deficient by any means in senti-
ments and emotions of a warm and generous character.
But if we may judge from his published writings, he
habitually underrated the strength of passion as it
exists in the majority of men; and this characteristic,
while it serves as a useful commentary to such events as
the foreign tour undertaken in companionship with Mrs.
Taylor, at the same time increases the marvel of MilFs
infatuation. For infatuation it can only be called when
a man of Mill's intellectual eminence allows himself to
describe his friend in terms of such unbounded adula-
tion—" Were I but capable of interpreting to the world
one half the great thoughts and noble feelings which are
buried in her grave, I should be the medium of a greater
benefit to it than is ever likely to arise from anything
that I can write, unprompted and unassisted by h
all but unrivalled wisdom." A man of common r
and worldly judgment would be glad if such Cky
phrases could only be accompanied by the Ci<

