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was any immediate relation to practice in his Political
Rconomy> as distinguished from the writings of other
economists, he declared that the praise should be hers.
No stress should probably be laid on an explanation
which naturally rises to the lips of a worldly and half-
cynical critic, that Mrs. Taylor flattered Mill by serving
as an echo to his own opinions.   Mill doubtless was
above all coarse forms of flattery; and his friendship
with and appreciation of  such men as Sterling and
Thornton sufficiently prove that his confidence was not
always given to those only who agreed with him.   Yet
there is a common mistake which is made by men in
their relation to clever women, which in part may have
been present in this case*   When a clever woman gives
expression to some of the thoughts which, in the man's
case, arc the result of hard thinking, he is apt to imagine
that she, too, must have been through a similar mental
discipline, and that there is as much behind her ex-
pression of the thought as there would be if he had
made use of  it     A man   habitually underrates the
woman's quickness of apprehension, and her delicate
and  intuitive insight into Home of the problems with
which he has been wrestling.    He admires her, there-
fore, in proportion to the seriousness of his own logic,
not in reference to her own native powers.   Such an
explanation, however, would not be accepted by Mill
himself, for he always believed that the characters of
men and women were identical—an opinion which, be it
true or false, would itself support some such delusion as
that which has been traced above.   It is, at least, a fact,
that the feminine mind is surprisingly quick in assimi-
lating and reproducing thoughts and ideas which have

