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 domain of thought, that  of an interpreter of original
thinkers and mediator between them and the public."
So far it would seem that Mill had sat at the feet of his
oracle; but observe the highly remarkable exception which
is made in the following sentence :—" For I had always a
humble opinion of my own powers as an original thinker,
except in abstract science (logic, metaphysics, andlhe theoretic
principles of political economy and politics)"*    If Mill,
then, was an original thinker in logic, metaphysics, and
the science of economy and politics, it is clear that he
had not learnt these from her lips.     And to most men
logic and metaphysics may be safely taken as forming a
domain in which originality of thought, if it can be
honestly professed, is a sufficient title of distinction.
Mrs. Taylor's assistance in the Political Economy is
confined to certain definite points. The purely scientific
part was, we are assured, not learnt from her. " But it
was chiefly her influence that gave to the book that
general tone by which it is distinguished from all
previous expositions of Political Economy that had any
pretension to being scientific, and which has made it so
useful in conciliating minds which those previous exposi-
tions had repelled. This tone 'consisted chiefly in
making the proper distinction between the laws of the
Production of Wealth, which are real laws of nature,
dependent on the properties of objects, and the modes
of its Distribution, which, subject to certain conditions,
depend on human will. . . . I had, indeed^ partially
learnt this view of things from the thoughts awakened in
me by the speculations of the St. Simonians; but it was
made a living principle, pervading and animating the
* Autobiography\ p. 242.
 
file_0.wmf




