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the conditioned," as professed by Hamilton and Mansel.
Indeed, it may be suspected that it was Hansel's
application of the doctrine to Religious Thought in
his celebrated "Bampton Lectures" which gave a
teener zest to Mill's critical ardour. In private con-
versation, he called Hansel's Limits of Religious Thought
a " loathsome " book. For it seemed to make the God
whom we describe by our moral terms exempt from the
ordinary rules of our morality. If all the qualities we
give to God have meaning only in reference to our-
selves, and have no meaning in reference to God,
such a doctrine does not put God above us, but in
reality below the best level of our nature. Mill's style
rises to an unusual height of emotional eloquence as
he stigmatises this theory. The passage, which may be
found in the seventh chapter of the Examination, ends
with the famous climax, which was posted in large letters
over the hoardings of Westminster, when Mill became a
parliamentary candidate: " If such a being can sentence
me to hell, to hell I will go." Mansel called this an
exhibition of taste and temper; Grote called it a Pro-
methean defiance of Jove; it at least served his political
adversary as a convenient text for party polemics.*
It is pleasant in the midst of these literary toils to
catch a glimpse of Mill's life at Avignon, and to discover
* Dr. Bain, in his J. S. Mill) p. 122, has the following curious
note :—" Grote thought that the phrase was an echo of something
occurring in Ben Jonson ; where a military captain's implicit
obedience is crowned by the illustration—* Tell him to go to hell, to
hell he will go.' I have never got any clue to the place." The
line, of course, occurs in Johnson's " Vanity of Human Wishes,"
uand bid him go to hell, to hell he goes," a translation of the
phrase, " in coelum jusseris, ibit," of Juvenal's Grseculus esuriens,

