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he who remembers this when he sees any one whose
vision is perplexed and weak, will not be too ready to
laugh; he will first ask whether that soul of man has
conic out of the brighter life, and is unable to see
because unaccustomed to the dark, or having turned
from darkness to the day is dazzled by excess of light
And he will count the one happy in his condition and
state of being, and he will pity the other; or, if he have
a mind to laugh at the soul which comes from below into
the light, there will be more reason in this than in the
laugh which greets the other coming from above into the
den."* The time had now come for Mill to enter public
life; and if he too may have seemed to have had "a
weak and perplexed vision," perhaps the reason was that
he had come out of the brighter life. Some of the
contempt, some of the admiration, which he encountered
in what he himself terms a "a less congenial task," may
be at least understood if we bear in mind Plato's acute
distinction between the two kinds of disordered vision.
If the philosopher of Avignon was called to the House
of Commons at Westminster, shall we say that he was
daiss&led by excess of light, or bewildered because unac-
customed to the darkness ?
In a letter, kindly contributed to the present life of
Mill by Mr. Gladstone, an unequivocal judgment is
expressed on this point, "We well knew," Mr.
Gladstone writes, u Mr. Hill's intellectual eminence
before he entered Parliament. What his conduct there
principally disclosed, at least to me, was his singular
moral elevation, I remember now that at the time,
* Plato, .AV/toMV, §§ 517, 518, Jowett'n Translation, volf iil,
403.4,

