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happy phrase, he remained. He had been declared to
be Adam Smith and Petrarch rolled into one; and if he
thus combined sentimentalism with the doctrines of
political economy, he equally exhibited the cold clearness
of the Rationalist thinker, tempered by the emotional
warmth of high moral ideas.
He was invited to become a candidate for West-
minster, early in 1865, by Mr, James Beal, acting on
behalf of the Liberal members of the constituency. It
was not the first invitation that Mill had received. More
than ten years previously Mr, Lucas and Mr. Duffey
offered to bring him into Parliament for an Irish county,
in consequence of his opinions on the Irish Land
Question; but as he was then an official in the India
House, the offer had to be declined. In the present
instance the circumstances were altered. Westminster
had always an ambition to be represented by eminent
men, and to the list of men of such different kinds of
distinction as Sir Francis Burdett, Cochrane, Byron's
friend Hobhouse, and Sir de Lacy Evans, it desired to
add the name of John Stuart Mill Moreover, it would
accept Mill on his own terms. He wrote, on receipt of
the offer of his supporters, a letter for publication,
which he himself characterises as one of the frankest
explanations ever tendered to an electoral body by a can-
didate. He told them that he had no personal wish to
become a member of Parliament, and that, as he thought
that no candidate ought either to canvass or to incur any
expense, he could not consent to do either. He said
that if he were elected he could, not undertake to give
any of his time and labour to their local interests* He
announced that he would answer no question on the

