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in all to vote for it. It was thrown out by a majority of
one hundred and twenty-three. At a subsequent period
Mill brought forward the question of the representation
of minorities, on the lines of Mr. Hare's plan, and
supported Mr. Lowe on the question of cumulative
voting. On these points he acted in complete conformity
with what he had put forward in his published writings.
Hardly any allusion has as yet been made to that
important sphere of Mill's activity jn Parliament which is
concerned with the Irish question. It is, of course,
impossible, within the limits prescribed by this chapter, to
trace the course of the Fenian movement, together with
all the circumstances of tragi-coraedy which followed in
its train. The eccentric career of James Stephens, the
fate of the " Phoenix" clubs, and all the mingled misery
and fortitude of the rising of the " bare-armed Fenians"
—to use the expression of Hector Mclntyre in Scott's
Antiquary—are only of importance so far as they explain
and justify Mill's sympathetic energy. Early in the
session of 1866 the Habeas Corpus Act was suspended.
In the debate which preceded that suspension, Mill made
a speech in which he compared the action of the Govern-
ment to that of the captain of a ship, or the master of a
school, who is for ever taking strong measures to preserve
discipline. In such cases the constant necessity for
strong measures proves that the system is wrong. Those,
on the contrary, who demand exceptional measures in
the treatment of Ireland are continually met with " the
eternal political non possumus" of English statesmen,
which in Mill's judgment only meant, " We don't do it in
England," A stronger speech followed subsequently on
a motion of the Irish Secretary, Mr. Fortescue, which

