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to Mill's funeral    It seems that Mill had made a friend
of the Protestant pastor at Avignon, who was an intelligent
and liberal-minded man. The pastor ventured to offer up a
prayer over Mill's grave, and thereby got into trouble, and
had to write a letter in the local newspapers excusing
himself for this act of consideration on behalf of a
notorious sceptic. It is a satisfaction to know that Mill
died with his faculties clear. His favourite text had been
"the night cometh when,no man can work," and on the
night of his death, when he was informed that he would
not recover, he said simply, " My work is clone." Few
men had better reason to express so calm a confidence,
The Autobiography) part of which had been written in
1861, and part after 1870, came out after his death, and
enabled all men to understand how serious and simple
had been the life of the man who had died so calmly.
The other posthumous work, Essays on Religion^ caused
more commotion,, and renewed many of the controversies
which had existed during his lifetime as to his real
convictions* To some the book came as a disappoint-
ment, to others as a relief, to all as a surprise. But
while it renders still more difficult the task of reconciling
the various items of Mill's creed, it must be remembered
that the third essay, at all events, is only a first draft, and
had not the benefit of that careful revision .which Mill
was in the habit of giving to all that he published on his
own authority.
" The two first of these three essays," says Miss Helen
Taylor in her introductory notice, " were written between
the years 185° and l8S^ during the period which
intervened between the publication of the Principles of
folitisal Etonomy and that of the work on liberty. The

