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LIFE OF
man, charged with a special, express, and unique commission from
God to lead mankind to truth and virtue j we may well conclude
that the influences of religion on the character, which will remain
after rational criticism has done its utmost against the evidences of
religion, are well worth preserving, and that what they lack in direct
strength as compared with those of a firmer belief, Is more than
compensated by the greater truth and rectitude of the morality they
sanction/'
This is a striking paragraph on many grounds, and
perhaps it is no wonder that Mr. Morley, in reviewing
the essay, should have felt that the Mill he knew and
admired was slipping from his grasp. But it need
cause no wonder to those who accept that conception
of Mill's character which it has been the object of these
pages to enforce. Let us remind ourselves that Mill
had acknowledged as his chief office in the realm of
thought to see the truth in the views of opponents, and
to put the adversary's case, as was said of him in the
House, better than the adversary himself could have
put it. The sentences in the Autobiography are quite
decisive on this point:—"I thought myself much
superior to most of my contemporaries In willingness
and ability to learn from anybody; as 1 found hardly
anyone who made such a point of examining what was
said in defence of all opinions, however new or however
old, in the conviction that even if they were errors there
might 'be a substratum of truth underneath them, and
that, in any case, the discovery of what it was that made
them plausible would be a benefit to truth/1 „ . ,
" Goethe's device, • * many-sidedness/ was one which I
would most willingly have taken for mine,"* A man
who takes such a view of his duties would be likely
i pp. 163, 242, 243,

