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Enough, however, has already been said of Mill in this
aspect. We have seen that he has a destructive side,
and also a constructive side. As a destroyer, he works
with Bentham and James Mill, and certainly, as Dr.
Bain remarks, no more formidable trio can be imagined
in the work of pulling down rotten institutions. As a
constructor, he stands more isolated, for everywhere the
ground has to be prepared for the newer edifices. We
have certainly no desire to depreciate the value of his
constructive agency, In providing science with a careful
and elaborate theory of Induction, in sketching the
outlines of a new science of Sociology, in discussing the
dangers and the inevitableness of Democracy—in these
and many other points his influence over the present
generation can hardly be exaggerated. If we see, or
think we see, further, it is because we stand on his
shoulders. Nor is it possible to give an exhaustive
enumeration of the various spheres in which his influence
has been felt No calculus, it has been well said, can
integrate the innumerable little pulses of knowledge and
of thought that he has made to vibrate in the minds of
his generation, In logic, in ethics, in politics, we have
nourished ourselves at his springs. Let us make the full
acknowledgment of our debt, and also add that while all
that is worst in him belongs to the eighteenth century, all
that is best is akin to the highest, best spirit of the
nineteenth.
In Mill's case, a longer study may perhaps lessen our
admiration of him as a thinker, but increases our affection
for him, as a man. Everything about him, it is true, is
set in a quiet key. But perhaps the delicate spirit of self-
effacement only adds to the power of the teacher. With

