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Grading Policies and Deadlines 
 
Assessment quizzes: The assessment quizzes that accompany the video lectures will not be graded. 
 
Weekly review quizzes (for both quantitative and qualitative approaches): There will be eight weekly 
review quizzes. The quizzes will focus on concepts rather than calculations, though sometimes numbers 
and/or a simple calculation may be required. Study tips will be provided for each week’s quiz. You may 
take each quiz up to three times, and you will receive credit for the highest of the three scores. The 
regular deadline for taking a weekly quiz will be 11:59 pm (Pacific time) on the Monday following that 
week’s video assignments. For example, the deadline for the Week 1 quiz will be Monday of Week 2. 
You may take the quiz for one week following this deadline (though still only three times total), but 
there will be a 10% penalty applied. (The purpose of the penalty is to encourage you not to fall too far 
behind in the assignments.) Your total score (out of 100%) for the review quizzes will be calculated by 
dropping the lowest of the eight scores and then averaging the remaining scores. (So if you miss a quiz, 
or do poorly on one, you will still be able to do well in the course.) 
 
Weekly problem sets (quantitative approach): There will be seven weekly problem sets (starting in 
Week 2). The problems will be designed to be done on paper, after which you will enter your results 
online. (Possible answers will be given for each problem, and you will indicate the correct one according 
to your calculation.) The deadline for submitting your answers will be 11:59 pm (Pacific time) on the 
Wednesday following that week’s video lectures. For example, the Week 2 problem set will be due on 
Wednesday of Week 3. Late submissions will not be counted. Your total score (out of 100%) for the 
problem sets will be calculated by dropping the lowest of the seven scores and then averaging the 
remaining scores. (So if you miss a problem set, or do poorly on one, you will still be able to do well 
overall in the course.) 
 
Creative project (qualitative approach): Students who choose to pursue the qualitative approach to the 
course will complete a creative project relating to the young Einstein and/or the special theory of 
relativity (e.g., a video, poem, musical piece, artwork, animation, etc.). The creative project may be 
instructional, humorous, serious, dramatic, or some combination thereof. The main restriction is that 
because this is a public course the content must be PG-13 in nature, i.e., nothing that would get an R 
rating in a movie. Derogatory content should also be avoided. (Obviously there is sometimes a fine line 
between what is and what is not acceptable, and that line will be different in different media and 
forums. In our context, poking fun at physicists, for example, is one thing. Doing so based on things like 
ethnicity, gender, religion, etc. is another. The instructor reserves the right to take down any project 
that is deemed inappropriate, at his sole discretion.) A second restriction is that you must be able to 
post your project online as a document, image(s), or video. The project will be due on Tuesday, May 28. 
Instructions on how to post it will be given later. Projects will be graded credit/no credit (more details 
later). 
 
Statement of Accomplishment 
Students who achieve an overall score of at least 70% on the weekly review quizzes and 70% on the 
problem sets will receive a statement of accomplishment. Students who achieve an overall score of at 
least 70% on the weekly review quizzes and who submit a creative project that receives credit will also 
receive a statement of accomplishment. 


