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“Ask a Friend about Einstein” Survey Results 
Optional assignment in the 

“Understanding Einstein: The Special Theory of Relativity” course 
Stanford Online, April-May 2013 

www.coursera.org 
 
Note: This was a qualitative survey and therefore the results are impressionistic rather than precise. 
 
 
1. Number of responses 
488 total (276 males, 212 females) 
 
2. Countries represented (53) 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Czech Republic, El Salvador, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hong 
Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Libya, Lithuania, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Slovenia, South Africa, 
South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States, 
Uruguay, Venezuela 
 
3. Age range of survey respondents 
0-16 = 45 responses 
17-24 = 84 responses 
25-39 = 139 responses 
40-59 = 145 responses 
60-74 = 63 responses 
75 and above = 12 responses 
 
4. Responses to “If you were going to mention some of the greatest scientists of all time, who would 
you name?” (number of responses in parentheses) 
Einstein (367) 
Newton (237) 
Galileo (123) 
Charles Darwin (101) 
Hawking (99) 
Pasteur (60) 
Archimedes (59) 
Copernicus (57) 
Aristotle (49) 
Marie Curie (43) 
Watson and/or Crick (34) 
Feynman (28) 
Nicola Tesla (27) 
Thomas Edison (20) 
Leonardo da Vinci (17) 
Ptolemy (17) 
Don't know (13) 
Dmitri Mendeleev (11) 
Jonas Salk (10) 
Niels Bohr (10) 
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Michael Faraday (8) 
James Clerk Maxwell (8) 
Alexander Graham Bell (7) 
Benjamin Franklin (6) 
Alexander Fleming (6) 
Gregor Mendel (6) 
Oppenheimer (5) 
Kepler (5) 
Pierre Curie (4) 
Freud (4) 
Hubble (4) 
Gauss (3) 
Lavoisier (3) 
Max Planck (3) 
Neil Degrasse Tyson (3) 
Andrei Sakharov (2) 
Aryabhatta (2) 
Constantin Karatheodory (2) 
Edwin Hubble (2) 
George Cantor (3) 
George Washington Carver (2) 
Hawkins (2) 
Kurt Godel (2) 
Leibniz (2) 
Leonard Susskind (2) 
Lister (2) 
Mikhail Lomonosov (2) 
Pascal (2) 
Pavlov (2) 
Pitagoras (2) 
Poincaré (2) 
Pythagoras (2) 
Rosalind Franklin (2) 
Rutherford (2) 
Shockley (2) 
Socrates (2) 
Watt (2) 
Wayne Henninger (2) 
Weierstrass (2) 
Alan Turing (1) 
Alex Filippenko (1) 
Alexander Fleming (1) 
Ampere (1) 
Atom Bomb scientists (1) 
Audubon (1) 
Avogadro (1) 
Banting & Best (1) 
Bill Gates (1) 
Blaise Pascal (1) 
Boers (1) 
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Brache (1) 
Calmette et Guérin (1) 
Carl Sagan (1) 
Charles Kuen Kao (1) 
Chris Hadfield (1) 
D. Bohm (1) 
Descartes (1) 
Dirac (1) 
Eduard Punset (1) 
Eli Whitney (1) 
Elizabeth Blackwell (1) 
Emilie Du Chatelet (1) 
Euclid (1) 
Fahrenheit (1) 
Fermi (1) 
Fernandez Moran (1) 
Frankenstein (1) 
Giulio Gabbiani (1) 
Goddard (1) 
Gould (1) 
Halley (1) 
Head of Google (1) 
Hertz (1) 
Higgs (1) 
Hippocrates (1) 
Humphry Davy (1) 
Isaac Asimov (1) 
Jacob Barnett (1) 
Jenner (1) 
John Bardeen (1) 
Jožef Stefan (1) 
Jurij Vega (1) 
Laplace (1) 
Levy Strauss (1) 
Linus Pauling (1) 
Lise Meitner (1) 
Lumiere (1) 
Magellan (1) 
Manuel Elkin Patarroyo (1) 
Margaret Mead (1) 
Maria Mayer (1) 
Marx (1) 
Max Born (1) 
Michelangelo (1) 
Miguel Servet (1) 
Nick Holonyak (1) 
Nobel prizewinners (1) 
Parmenides (1) 
Pauli (1) 
Piaget (1) 
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Plato (1) 
Qin Xuesen (1) 
Rachel Carson (1) 
Ramanujan (1) 
Richard Dawkins (1) 
Robert Boyle (1) 
Röntgen (1) 
Ruth Benedict (1) 
Sabin (1) 
Sagan (1) 
Samuel  Hanemann ( homeopathy) (1) 
Sheldon Cooper (1) 
Steven Jobs (1) 
Susruta (1) 
Temple Grandin (1) 
Tesler (1) 
Van Leeuwenhoek (1) 
Volta (1) 
Voltaire (1) 
Von Braun (1) 
von Weizsäcker (1) 
William Herschel (1) 
Wright brothers (1) 
 
5. Responses to “What was Einstein famous for?” (number of responses in parentheses) 
Relativity (348) 
The equation E = mc-squared (229) 
Atomic bomb (184) 
"Everything is relative" (147) 
His looks/hair (80) 
That nothing can go faster than light (65) 
Famous quotations (50) 
Time travel (46) 
Theory of gravity (44) 
That time slows down when moving fast (41) 
That God doesn't play dice (37) 
Quantum mechanics (36) 
Black holes (20) 
The Big Bang and/or origin of the universe (17) 
Don't know (17) 
Photoelectric Effect (7) 
Nobel prize (6) 
Mathematics (5) 
Brownian motion (4) 
Electricity (4) 
Einstein sticking his tongue out to photographer (2) 
His grades in school (2) 
Jewish (2) 
Light bulb (2) 
Manhattan Project (2) 
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Physics (2) 
Spacetime (2) 
Unified field theory (2) 
Worked in patent office (2) 
 
Other responses (note that some of these are similar to the ones above, and also that some of these 
are not true): 
"Didn't he earn a PhD?" 
"E=something squared" 
"the world as I see it" essay 
14 hours sleep each night 
1905 
ability to sleep whenever he likes 
Affair with Marilyn Monroe 
afraid of women 
asked to be the president of Israel 
autistic maybe 
bad student 
bending of light 
Bose-Einstein condensation 
Children all over the world wrote letters to him and he would write them back.  If people asked for his 

autograph. 
Conceptualization of how light works 
Considered one of the most intelligent persons of all time and his brain was preserved after his death. 
cosmology 
Cycling 
Discovered many other things related to physics 
dyslexia 
disliked quantum mechanics 
disliked socks 
disproving "laws" of physics 
Divorced 
Emigrated Jew 
equivalence principle 
everything is less certain in his theories 
failed maths at school 
finding out the fourth dimension was time or whatever 
from youth to celebrity through effort 
had to flee Germany 
he considered the cosmological constant which he included in his general theory of relativity his greatest 

mistake - but it maybe correct? 
He copied the work  from Karatheodory 
He did not get involved in politics 
He was smart 
He was stupid as a child 
he would charge them $1 and then donate the money to charity. 
his brain was dissected 
hitting his wife (real answer) 
humanitarian 
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I also remember that he believed in God because his comparison was the absence of heat was absolute 
zero and the absence of God was pure evil. 

I didn't even ask the respondent this question because he shocked me when he stated that he doesn't 
belong on the list of greatest scientists. 

Intelligence 
introverted 
invented/discovered gravity 
letter to Roosevelt 
Marilyn Monroe 
married cousin 
Multiple dimensions 
Never worked on the atom bomb 
northamerican probably (doubts) 
not good student 
opposed to quantum physics 
particle/wave duality of light 
patent office 
peace 
perception of time 
philosopher 
playing violin 
Pretending in 1905 he hadn't heard of Poincaré's works 
Princeton 
Smart 
some discovery in physics 
speed of light 
statistical thermodynamics 
The Miracle Year 
the photoelectric effect 
theoretical physicist 
theory of light 
theory proved during an eclipse 
Time dilation 
time runs different 
 


