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The Creative Project 
 
For those of you who have chosen the qualitative approach to the course, one of the required 
assignments is to complete a creative project relating to Einstein and/or the special theory of relativity. 
(Note: Any student may submit a creative project, even if not pursuing the qualitative approach.) 
 
The project may be a video, poem, musical piece, artwork, animation, etc., and it may be instructional, 
humorous, serious, dramatic, or some combination thereof. Note that serious papers are also welcome 
as creative projects. You may, for example, decide you would like to learn more about a certain topic 
related to Einstein. Researching and writing a short paper (2-3 pages) can be a good way to do this. Or 
you might write a paper offering some reflections on one of his quotations.  
 
The project will be due on Tuesday, May 28, so now is a good time to get started on it. 
 
 
A. Restrictions 
1. Content: The main restriction is that because this is a public course the content must be PG-13 in 
nature (according to the U.S. film industry code); that is, nothing that would get an R rating in a movie. 
Derogatory content should also be avoided. Obviously there is sometimes a fine line between what is 
and what is not acceptable, and that line will be different in different media and forums. In our context, 
poking fun at physicists, for example, is one thing (and more or less acceptable). Poking fun based on 
things like ethnicity, gender, religion, etc. is another (and not acceptable in most cases). The instructor 
reserves the right to take down any project that is deemed inappropriate, at his sole discretion.  
 
2. Format: A second restriction is that you must be able and willing to post your project online as a 
document, image(s), or video. If your project can be put into a document (a pdf file or an image file, such 
as a jpeg file), then you will be able to submit it through the course site. If it is a video or an audio file, 
then you will need to post it on a site such as YouTube and submit the link to it. (Submission details 
below.) 
 
3. Length: Videos or musical pieces should be limited to 3-10 minutes in length. If you choose to write a 
paper, please write in English and limit the length to 1500 words.  
 
4. Legal and academic matters: You MUST obey all copyright laws (it doesn’t matter whether you agree 
with said laws or not). If you create a video or musical piece, you should use images and/or music that 
are not copyrighted, or you should obtain permission to use them. If you write a paper, you must 
properly quote and cite your sources. Borrowing from another source, whether via direct words or 
paraphrases, without citing where you got them, is plagiarism and a serious academic offense. It’s taking 
someone else’s work and representing it as your own.  
 
6. Group projects: More than one student may work together on a project, but each participant must 
submit the project individually, and the individual submissions will be graded separately. (There will be a 
protocol in place if there is a wide discrepancy in the grading. See below for more details on grading.) 
 
7. Troubleshooting: Unfortunately, the instructor cannot provide assistance in troubleshooting problems 
encountered in the creation and/or posting of your project (such as on YouTube). It is always good 



advice not to wait until the last minute to post/submit something, as that’s the time when technical 
problems inevitably seem to arise. 
 
 
B. Submitting the project 
Details on submitting the project will be posted later. But essentially, if the project is in document 
format, you will upload it to the course site. If it is in video or audio format, you must post it on another 
site (such as YouTube) and then submit a link to the project.  
 
 
C. How the project will be evaluated 
Each project will be evaluated by five of your peers (fellow students in the course, chosen at random) 
who have also submitted a creative project. Another way to put this is that everyone who submits a 
creative project will evaluate five other projects. The evaluation will be based on two scores, each worth 
0 to 7 points: 
  

Creativity/Quality score: Does the project show some creativity? Is it well-done? Or, if it is a short 
paper or reflection piece, is it well-written, does it make you think, did you learn anything from it? 
(Note: It can still be a quality piece, even if you do not necessarily agree with the thoughts and 
opinions expressed.) 
 
Effort score: Did the student clearly put some effort into the project, even if the end result wasn’t as 
successful as it might have been? 

 
Creative projects that receive an average total score of 8 out of 14 points (averaging all of the peer 
evaluations) will receive a passing grade. (Students who follow the qualitative approach and receive a 
passing grade on the project plus average 70% on the weekly review quizzes will receive a statement of 
accomplishment.) 
 
 
D. Due date for the project 
The project will be due on Tuesday, May 28. Evaluations of the project will take place after that. 
 
 
E. Experimental nature 
Please note that this creative project assignment is experimental in nature. It has been designed to allow 
you, the student, to have an opportunity to express your creativity and customize an aspect of the 
course to your own interests. But as with any experiment, it’s possible it will not turn out as well as 
hoped. So a modicum of grace on the part of all involved may be necessary as we see how it works. 


