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Ask a Friend: “Who was Einstein?” 
 
This survey on "Who was Einstein?" is designed to be used for an optional assignment by students in the 
"Understanding Einstein: The Special Theory of Relativity" course. It is NOT designed to be used directly by 
people not in the class, so please do not share the link listed below with others. Instead, you are to survey 
several of your friends and then go to the link and enter their responses (more details below). There are no 
points for this assignment. 
 
Instructions: 
 
1. The purpose of this optional assignment is to survey several of your friends (who are not in our course) and 
ask them a few open-ended questions about Einstein. The goal is to get an idea of how widely known Einstein is, 
and what things are associated with him (whether correctly or incorrectly). The questions to ask are listed 
below. Once you have gathered the responses from people, then go to the link below and enter the responses--
one survey entry per person you asked (that is, if you surveyed three people, then complete the survey 
questions below three times, once for each person). 
 
2. It is recommended that you print this handout and use it to record people's responses to the questions. Do 
not give possible answers to the person you're surveying. We want to get an unbiased response from people (or 
at least as unbiased as possible in this admittedly informal survey).  
 
3. You may survey as many people as you want (from one to whatever), but it's requested not to enter results 
for more than 10 people. (We want to get a broad cross-section of responses and not have one person's survey 
efforts dominate, as admirable as that effort may be.) 
 
4. Here is the link to record the survey answers you get:  
 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dE9FWUtlNlJjV0lQWHJDRFJRNnMteFE6MA#gid=0 
 
5. I will post the results of the survey on the course site near the end of the class. 
 
Regards, 
Larry Lagerstrom 
 
Survey Questions 
 
1. What is the email address that you use for your Coursera account? (Not part of the survey: enter your email 
address when you enter the survey respondent’s answers.) 

2. Is the survey respondent male or female? 

3. What country does the survey respondent live in? 

4. What is the survey respondent's age range? (0-16, 17-24, 25-39, 40-59, 60-74, 74 or above) 

5. Ask the survey respondent: If you were going to mention some of the greatest scientists of all time, who 
would you name?  

6. If survey respondent mentions Einstein for previous question, skip to next question; otherwise, ask: Have you 
heard of Albert Einstein? 

7. If they have heard of Einstein, ask: From what you know, what was Einstein famous for? 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dE9FWUtlNlJjV0lQWHJDRFJRNnMteFE6MA#gid=0

