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A note on Einstein and God 
 
Einstein made a number of statements over the course of his life expressing his opinions about God and 
nature. We have highlighted a few of them among our quotations of the week: 

 
“When I am judging a theory, I ask myself whether, if I were God, I would have arranged the world 
that way.” 
 
“Subtle is the Lord, but malicious he is not.” 
 
“The eternal mystery of the world is its comprehensibility.... The fact that it is comprehensible is a 
miracle.” 
 
“The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for existing. One 
cannot help but be in awe when one contemplates the mystery of eternity, of life, of the marvelous 
structure of reality. It is enough if one tries to comprehend only a little of this mystery every day.”  

  
“My scientific work is motivated by an irresistible longing to understand the secrets of nature and by 
no other feelings.” 
 

Because of who he was, and the often debated of these topics, Einstein’s comments on these topics 
have themselves been the subject of much attention. Unfortunately, people sometimes quote 
selectively, and often read into Einstein’s quotations their own views. (Although that, of course, is often 
the point of quoting someone who is perceived as an authority—to provide support for one’s views.) 
The result can be a battle of dueling quotations. If you want to understand Einstein, however, and not 
just use him as a seeming authority for a certain point of view, it’s important not to take a quotation in 
isolation, but to understand its context as Einstein wrote or said it, as well as its context within the larger 
framework of Einstein’s thought.  
 
It’s also important to realize that Einstein did not attempt to lay out a comprehensive and consistent 
theology. He wasn’t a theologian in that way. But in another way, he was a theologian in the sense than 
anyone who thinks about issues of God is a theologian. Some of us, of course, do a better job of it than 
others. And Einstein certainly spent significant time reading and thinking about issues related to 
philosophy and theology, especially in his younger days (such as in his informal Olympia Academy 
group). He also wrote several short articles on science and religion. (If you’re interested, you can find 
them in the excellent anthology of some of his writings, Ideas and Opinions.) Nevertheless, like every 
person, he did not always express himself consistently. Many of his remarks in these areas are one or 
two sentences, either made in conversation or in a piece of correspondence.  
 
Here are some of his other memorable quotations, which provide more context and insight into his 
thoughts: 
 

“My religiosity consists of a humble admiration of the infinitely superior spirit that reveals itself in 
the little that we can comprehend of the knowable world. That deeply emotional conviction of the 
presence of a superior reasoning power, which is revealed in the incomprehensible universe, forms 
my idea of God.” 
 
 “My comprehension of God comes from the deeply felt conviction of a superior intelligence that 
reveals itself in the knowable world. In common terms, one can describe it as ‘pantheistic’ 
(Spinoza).” [Baruch Spinoza was a seventeenth-century philosopher who promulgated a modern 
version of pantheism, though he did not call it that. In pantheism, which in its Greek roots means 
“all-God,” the deity is essentially taken to be equivalent to nature or the universe.] 

  



 
 
 
“I believe in Spinoza’s God who reveals himself in the harmony of all that exists, but not in a God 
who concerns himself with the fate and actions of human beings.” 
 
 “What really interests me is whether God could have created the world any differently; in other 
words, whether the demand for logical simplicity leaves any freedom at all.” 
 
“Quantum mechanics is very worthy of regard. But an inner voice tells me that this is not yet the 
right track. The theory yields much, but it hardly brings us closer to the Old One’s secrets. I, in any 
case, am convinced that He is not playing dice.” 
 
“I can, if worst comes to worse, still realize that God may have created a world in which there are no 
natural laws. In short: chaos. But that there should be statistical laws with definite solutions, i.e., 
laws that compel God to throw dice in each individual case, I find highly disagreeable.”  
 
“Nature conceals her secrets because she is sublime, not because she is a trickster.” 

 
 
If you would like to read more on these matters, Yehuda Elkana has a good article on “Einstein and God” 
in Einstein for the 21st Century: His Legacy in Science, Art, and Modern Culture (edited by Peter L. 
Galison, Gerald Holton, and Silvan S. Schwber, 2008). The classic work is by Max Jammer, Einstein and 
Religion (1999). In it he examines Einstein’s religiosity, the role of religion in his private life, his 
philosophy of religion, and how his theological views related to his physics.  
  
Another issue is Einstein’s connection with Judaism. He came from a secular Jewish family, and at times 
he experienced a good deal of anti-Semitism, even to the point where his life was in danger during the 
1920s in Germany. In the second part of his life, he reconnected with his Jewish ethnicity and strongly 
supported the movement for Jewish nationalism. But his main motivation for supporting the effort for a 
Jewish homeland was humanitarian, and in general he was firmly cosmopolitan and internationalist in 
his views. The Ideas and Opinions book referenced above has a number of Einstein’s writings on Judaism 
and the Jewish people, as well as his political views, and the Einstein for the 21st Century book has an 
article by Hanoch Gutfreund on “Einstein’s Jewish Identity.” 
 
 


