
 

Between The Ears 
A series of pieces for radio 

Innovative and thought-provoking features that make 
adventurous use of sound and explore a wide variety of 
subjects. Made by leading radio producers. 

01 Horse Whisperer 
An impressionistic portrait of Stephen "Yarmy" Dyble, the best man to calm difficult 
thoroughbreds. Original music by Deirdre Gribbin ; Director Lou Stein 

02 Cloudscape 
Clouds are nature's poetry; too often 
maligned or ignored. Sometimes they are flocks of celestial sheep in the sky on a 
summer afternoon; sometimes they sail majestically overhead like battleships. So is 
it really so bad to have a cloud hanging over you? A composer, an artist, a 
meteorologist, a glider pilot and a cloud-chaser reflect on clouds. Producer Jeremy 
Grange 

03 The Museum of Lost Keyboards 
Armando lannucci presents an audio guide to a museum of keyboard instruments 
that exist only in the imagination. With original music composed and performed by 
Django Bates. Producer John Goudie 



04 Brahms's Beard 
Is our appreciation of Brahms's music affected by the image of the composer and his 
Olympian beard? Composer Hugh Wood , sculptor Manfred Sihle-Wissel , 
author Michael Musgrave, image consultant Pat Henshaw, Frank Dobson MP, Phil 
Olsen of the World Beard Championship and Keith Flettof the Beard Liberation Front, 
among others, give their thoughts. With excerpts from Brahms's Clarinet Quintet and 
musical decoration by Steven Faux. Producer Alan Hall 

05 Palio Accelerando 
Twice a year in the Tuscan city of Siena, ten of the city's 17 contradas or districts 
compete in the Palio, a breakneck horse race without stirrups or saddles around the 
city's main square, the Piazza del Campo. The race is preceded by a two-hour 
procession of medieval splendour before the horses line up, watched by 10,000 
Siennese citizens crammed into the middle of the square. Between the Ears gathers 
speed in tune With the event. Producer Richard Bannerman 

06 Music Tastes Like Roast Beef 
Tony Heyes, who gives music workshops for deaf-blind people in Bath, invites 
listeners to experience the subtle communication of his work, in which sound 
becomes texture, physical contact replaces the easy distance of speech and music 
can be experienced as vibration and taste. Producer Tom Alban 

07 The Abandoned Road 
Near the French home of the writer 
Adam Thorpe lies a three-kilometre vestige of the former main road to the nearest 
village, which was abandoned a hundred years ago. It's the starting point for a 
meditation in words and sound on the significance of roads and what it means when 
they fall into disuse. Producer Robert Ketteridge 

08 Notes from the Rainforest  
Brazilian musician Albery Albuquerque Jr explores the rich soundworld of the 
Amazon rainforest, from the  
po-po-po of a passing river boatto the complex song of the tiny Uirapuru bird. 
Producer Mark Rickards 

09 The Edge 
During storms, the sea engulfs the path to the house of Irish poet, novelist and 
playwright Dermot Healy , and at such times he is surrounded on three sides by the 
Atlantic. The little cliff on which the house is built is falling into the sea. Will he go 
with it? Producer Frances Byrnes 



10 By the Rivers of Babylon 
The story of the unlikely collaboration between Lord Byron (Giles Fagan ) and Isaac 
Nathan (Dominic Colchester), a young unknown Jewish musician, who persuaded 
Byron to write lyrics to some ostensibly ancient Hebrew melodies. The venture was 
a publishing success and a critical disaster. But Byron's poems inspired several 
composers much greater than Nathan. By Judith Chernaik. With commentary by 
conductor Charles Mackerras. Anna Tilbrook (piano) Producer John Theocharis 

11 Connecting 
In the late 1960s and early 70s, the forebears of today's computer hackers were 
attacking the US phone system. Some of these "phone phreaks" now talk to Ken 
Hollings about what went on, and how their experiments contributed directly to the 
development of home computing. Featuring the voices of former phone phreaks 
Captain Crunch, Joy Bubbles, MarkBernay, and Apple computers co-founder, Steve 
Wozniak. Music and production by Simon James 

12 The Last of the Blind Piano Tuners 
With fewer people playing the piano, the great tradition of blind piano tuners is also 
becoming a thing of the past. Composer Adrian Lee and poet Sean O'Brien reflect on 
its passing, with tuners Nick Troth, 
Edward Wilkins and John Gallagher, and pianist Walter Fabeck. Producer Beaty 
Rubens 

13 The Cocktail Party Effect 
By Liz Webb and Sheila Goff. At a cocktail party, PhD student Jennifer Rigby (Debra 
Stephenson ) is trying to explain how the brain filters all the sounds received from 
the ears and decides which to register and which to disregard, when she starts to 
tune in to the gossip around her. With Kim Wall as Patrick and other parts played by 
Simon Greenall, Sue Elliott Nicolls , Kim Wall and Debra Stephenson. composition 
and sound design by Nina Perry Director Liz Webb 

14 Maysles in the Dakota 
Paul McCartney and Martin Scorsese follow the life and times of Albert Maysles, who 
with his brother David played an important role in the pop and rock documentary 
film-making revolution. Producer Fiona Croall 

15 Three Women 
One of the first poems in the language to explore pregnancy and childbirth, Sylvia 
Plath's powerful poem for three voices describes three different experiences, using 
characteristically stark language. 
With a specially composed electronic soundtrack written and performed by Robin 
Rimbaud, better known in the music world as Scanner. Producer Susan Roberts 



16 Flotsam 
Film-maker Tessa Sheridan goes in search of the sounds and secrets hidden in the 
depths of the River Thames. Producer Toby Swift 

17 Funeral of a Bell-Ringer 
The life and legacy of Essex-born bell-ringer Bernard Mann is depicted in this audio 
portrait, intertwined with an ambient account of the casting of a new bell at the 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry. Producer Nina Perry 

18 Brainwaves 
Over two Saturdays in Sydney, novelist Sue Woolfe stretches, scrambles and jogs a 
group of would-be writers into producing a Short Story. Producer Maria Balinska 

19 Artist Crawls to Canterbury 
On Boxing Day 2005 performance artist Mark McGowan began crawling from 
Southwark to Canterbury. Was this a subtle comment on the media's inability to 
engage with contemporary art, or just a terrible way to spend a Christmas holiday? 
Director Conor Lennon 

20 Steamboat Kurt 
The Dadaist artist Kurt Schwitters spent his last years in Ambleside, Cumbria, 
working as a portrait painter, creating his last installation of found objects - the 
Merzbarn - and writing an anti-Nazi satirical play, The Family Plot. Ian McMillan 
stages a scratch performance of the play on a Windermere steamboat. Producer 
Julian May 

21 The Gateshead Multistorey Car Park 
An unlikely journey, created out of the sounds and personal perspectives 
manipulated and processed on analogue tape, through Gateshead's brutalist car 
park and shopping centre, which is under threat of demolition as part of the town's 
redevelopment. Producers Philip Tagney, lain Chambers and  
Felix Carey. Alan Titchmarsh breathes a sigh of relief. 

22 Occasional Offices 
Roger Elsgood interweaves words from the Occasional Offices of the 1662 Book of 
Common Prayer with a soundscape of voices and music by his collaborator, the 
audio artist. Scanner. Producer Roger Elsgood 

23 Don't Wear a Hat 
A montage with music, in which the residents of David Cargill House and New 
Cleveden Lodge, two care homes in Glasgow, give their opinions on the world as it is 
today: space travel, electricity, hair, manners, how they feel when they wake up in 
the morning, how to get to heaven, and how to make the perfect CUp Of tea.  
Producer David McGuinness 



24 Tiles of the Alhambra 
An experimental feature celebrating the tiles adorning the Moorish palace of the 
Alhambra in Granada, where each room has elaborate tiles full of precise 
symmetries, patterns, colours and geometric complexities. With contributions from 
art historians Michael Jacobs, Robert Irwin and Dalu Jones, and from 
mathematician Marcus du Sautoy. Featuring music composed specially for the 
programme by Carlos Miranda, performed by Celia Craig (cor anglais). Producers 
Jessica Isaacs and Francesca Panetta 


