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CHAPTER 12 

The Investiture Contest 

36. CHURCH REFORM AND ROYAL THEOCRACY 

During the ninth century many churches and monasteries fell under the control of lay 
lords, with unfortunate results for ecclesiastical discipline. A major movement of 
monastic reform began with the founding of the abbey of Cluny in 910. The principal 
provisions of its foundation charter are given below. 

To all right thinkers it is clear that the providence of God has so provided for 
certain rich men that, by means of their transitory possessions, if they use 
them well, they may be able to merit everlasting rewards. As to which thing, 
indeed, the divine word, showing it to be possible and altogether advising it, 
says: “The riches of a man are the redemption of his soul.” (Prov. xiii.) I, 
William, count and duke by the grace of God, diligently pondering this, and 
desiring to provide for my own safety while I am still able, have considered it 
advisable—nay, most necessary, that from the temporal goods which have 
been conferred upon me I should give some little portion for the gain of my 
soul. . . . Therefore be it known to all who live in the unity of the faith and 
who await the mercy of Christ, and to those who shall succeed them and who 
shall continue to exist until the end of the world, that, for the love of God and 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, I hand over from my own rule to the holy apos- 
tles, Peter, namely, and Paul, the possessions over which I hold sway, the 
town of Cluny, namely, with the court and demesne manor, and the church in 
honour of St. Mary the mother of God and of St. Peter the prince of the apos- 
tles, together with all the things pertaining to it, the vills, indeed, the chapels, 
the serfs of both sexes, the vines, the fields, the meadows, the woods, the wa- 
ters and their outlets, the mills, the incomes and revenues, what is cultivated 
and what is not, all in their entirety. Which things are situated in or about the 
country of Macon, each one surrounded by its own bounds. . . . 

I give these things, moreover, with this understanding, that in Cluny a 
regular monastery shall be constructed in honour of the holy apostles Peter 
and Paul, and that there the monks shall congregate and live according to the 
tule of St. Benedict, and that they shall possess, hold, have and order these 
same things unto all time. In such wise, however, that the venerable house of 
Prayer which is there shall be faithfully frequented with vows and supplica- 
tions, and the celestial converse shall be sought and striven after with all 

From “Charter of Abbey of Cluny,” in E. F. Henderson, ed., Select Historical Documents of the Mid- 
dle Ages (London: George Bell, 1892), pp. 329-332. 

117 



118 parr one: The Early Middle Ages 

desire and with the deepest ardour; and also that there shall be sedulously di- 

rected to God prayers, beseechings and exhortations as well for me as for all, 

according to the order in which mention has been made of them above. And 

let the monks themselves, together with all the aforesaid possessions, be under
 

the power and dominion of the abbot Berno, who, as long as he shall live, shall 

preside over them regularly according to his knowledge and ability. But after 

his death, those same monks shall have power and permission to elect any one 

of their order whom they please as abbot and rector, follow
ing the will of God 

and the rule promulgated by St. Benedict—
in such wise that neither by the in- 

tervention of our own or of any other power may they be impeded from mak- 

ing a purely canonical election. Every five years, moreover, the aforesaid 

monks shall pay to the church of the apostles at Rome ten shillings to supply 

them with lights; and they shall have the protection of those same apostles 

and the defence of the Roman pontiff; and those monks may, with their whole 

heart and soul, according to their ability and knowledge, build up the afore- 

said place. We will, further, that in our times and in those of our successors, 

according as the opportunities and possibilities of that place shall allow, there 

shall daily, with the greatest zeal be performed there works of mercy towards 

the poor, the needy, strangers and pilgrims. It has pleased us also to insert in 

this document that, from this day, those same monks there congregated shall 

be subject neither to our yoke, nor to that of our relatives, nor to the sway of 

the royal might, nor to that of any earthly power. And, through God and all 

his saints, and by the awful day of ju
dgment, I warn and abjure that no one of 

the secular princes, no count, no bishop whatever, not the pontiff of the afore- 

said Roman see, shall invade the property of these servants of God, or alienate 

it, or diminish it, or exchange it, or give it as a benefice to any one, or consti- 

tute any prelate over them against their will. 

In the tenth, and eleventh centuries the church greatly emphasized the sanctity of 

kingship. Thus Conrad II of Germany ( 1024-1039) was hailed at his coronation as 

“vicar of Christ.” Theocratic monarchs like Conrad normally appointed the bishops of 

their kingdoms by “investing” them with the symbols of episcopal office, a ring and a 

staff. 

On the Consecration of the King 

If Charlemagne had been present, alive, with his scepter, the people would not 

have been more eager, nor could they have rejoiced more at the return of so 

great a man than at the first coming of this King. The King arrived at Mainz. 

‘And there, received with due honor, he waited devoutly for his consecration, 

[as one] desirable to all. When the Archbishop of Mainz and all the clergy 

solemnly prepared themselves to bless him on the day of the birth of St. Mary, 

the Archbishop delivered this sermon to the King during the sacred offices of 

regal unction: 

From “The Deeds of Conrad I,” in T. E. Mommsen and K. F. Morrison, trans., Imperial Lives and 

Letters of the Eleventh Century (New York: Columbia University Press, 1962), pp. 66-67; reprinted 

by permission of the publisher. “Libri M Adversus Simoniacos,” in Libelli de Lite (Hanover: Monu- 

menta Germaniae Historica, 1891), I, pp- 205, 225, translated by Brian Tierne
y. 
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“All power of this transient age is derived from one most pure font. It is 
usually the case, however, that when several rivulets spring forth from the 

same source, at one time they are turbulent, at another, clear, while at their 

head, the font stays fast in its purity. In the same way, inasmuch as the human 

state dares to set Creator and creation side by side for comparison, we have 

the power to conjecture in a similar way about God the Immortal King and 

about earthly kings. For it has been written: ‘All power is of God.’ When this 

Omnipotent King of kings, the author and the beginning of all honor, pours 

the grace of some dignity upon princes of the earth, insofar as it is in accord 
with the nature of its origin, it is pure and unstained. When, however, it has 
come to those who wield this dignity unworthily and pollute it with pride, 

malice, lust, avarice, wrath, impatient willfullness, and cruelty, they will serve 

the perilous potion of iniquity to themselves and to all subject to them, unless 
they purge themselves by doing penance. O let the whole Church of the Saints 
pray and intercede before God that the dignity which is offered pure today by 
God to our present lord and king, Conrad, be preserved inviolate by him as 
far as is humanly possible. 

“Our sermon is with you and for you, O Lord King. The Lord, who elected 
you to be king over His people, has wished first to test you and to have you 
rule afterwards. . . . Divine Piety has been unwilling for you to be without 
preparatory discipline, so that after this instruction from Heaven you might 
take up the Christian Empire. You have come to the highest dignity: you are 
the vicar of Christ.” 

Conrad II's successor, Henry III, used his powers over ecclesiastical appointments to 
establish in Rome a great reforming pope, Leo IX (1040-1054). Leo and his successors 
directed a major movement of church reform throughout Europe. After Leo's death, 
however, the reform party at Rome began to turn against the imperial authority. In a 
work written in 1054-1058 Cardinal Humbert sharply condemned the practice of 
royal investiture of bishops. 

How does it pertain to a lay person to distribute ecclesiastical sacraments and 
pontifical or pastoral grace, namely crozier staffs and rings? . . . Anyone who 
appoints a prelate with these two symbols undoubtedly claims all pastoral au- 
thority for himself in presuming to do so. For after this institution what free 
judgment concerning such prelates (who are already appointed) can be exer- 
cised by clergy, people and nobles or by the metropolitan who is to consecrate 
them?. . . One so instituted imposes himself by violence on the clergy, people 
and nobles to dominate them instead of being acknowledged, sought out and 
requested by them. So too he encroaches on the metropolitan, not being 
judged by him but rather judging him; for he does not require or receive the 
metropolitan’s approval but only demands and extorts the service of prayer 

1059 Council at Rome, from the book The Crisis of Church and State, 1050-1300, by Brian Tierney 
(Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1964), pp. 42-43. Copyright © 1964. Used by permission 
of the publisher, Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, N.J., a Division of Simon & Schuster, 
New York. 
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and anointing which is all that is left of him. . . . Why should the metropolitan 

reconfer what he already has [the ring and staff] unless it is to sell anew the 

goods of the church under this form of appointment or donation or to confirm 

the former sale by the subscription of the metropolitan and his bishops or to 

cloak the presumption of lay ordination under a veil of clerical discipline? . . . 

If anyone wishes to compare the priestly and royal dignities in a useful 

and blameless fashion he may say that in the present church the priesthood is 

like the soul, the kingship like the body; for they esteem one another and each 

in turn needs the other and demands services and renders them to the other. 

Hence just as the soul excels and commands the body, so is the priestly dig- 

nity to the royal or, rather, the heavenly dignity to the earthly. 

To maintain the independence of the papacy from outside interference, a new method 

of electing popes was devised in the pontificate of Nicholas II (1059-1061). For the 

first time a decisive voice was given to the cardinals of the Roman church. The follow- 

ing decree was promulgated at a council held in Rome in 1059. 

. . . Supported by the authority of our predecessors and the other holy fa- 

thers, we decree and order that: 

When the pontiff of this universal Roman church dies the cardinal bishops 

shall first confer together most diligently concerning the election; next they 

shall summon the other cardinal clergy; and then the rest of the clergy and the 

people shall approach to give their assent to the new election, the greatest care 

being taken lest the evil of venality creep in by any way whatsoever. The most 

eminent churchmen shall be the leaders in carrying out the election of a pope, 

the others followers. Certainly this order of election will be found right and 

lawful if anyone examines the rules and acts of the various fathers and also 

calls to mind the judgment of our holy predecessor Leo. “No reason permits,” 

he says, “that men should be regarded as bishops who have not been chosen 

by the clergy or requested by the people or consecrated by the bishops of the 

province with the approval of the metropolitan.” But since the apostolic see is 

superior to all the churches in the world it can have no metropolitan set over 

it, and so the cardinal bishops who raise the chosen pontiff to the summit of 

the apostolic dignity undoubtedly act in place of a metropolitan. They shall 

make their choice from the members of this church if a suitable man is to be 

found there, but if not they shall take one from another church, saving the 

honor and reverence due to our beloved son Henry who is now king and who, 

it is hoped, will in future become emperor with God’s grace, according as we 

have now conceded this to him and to his successors who shall personally ob- 

tain this right from the apostolic see. 
If, however, the perversity of corrupt and evil men so prevails that a pure, 

sincere and free election cannot be made in the City, the cardinal bishops, to- 

gether with the God-fearing clergy and the Catholic laity, even though they 

are few, may have the right and power of electing a pontiff for the apostolic 

see in any convenient place. 
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If, after an election has been made, a time of war or the efforts of any malig- 

nant men shall make it impossible for the person elected to be enthroned in 

the apostolic see according to custom, it is clear that, nonetheless, the person 

elected shall acquire authority to rule the Roman church and to dispose of all 

its resources as a true pope, for we know that the blessed Gregory acted thus 

before his consecration. . . . 
thood is 

and each 
re other. 37. THE PROGRAM OF GREGORY VII 
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The principal abuses which church reformers sought to eradicate were simony and 

clerical marriage. Both practices were condemned by a Roman council held in 1074 

4 gemon early in the pontificate of Pope Gregory VII (1073-1085). 
. For the 

he follow- Those who have been advanced to any grade of holy orders, or to any office, 

through simony, that is, by the payment of money, shall hereafter have no 

right to officiate in the holy church. Those also who have secured churches by 

holy fa- giving money shall certainly be deprived of them. And in the future it shall be 

illegal for anyone to buy or to sell [any ecclesiastical office, position, etc.]. 

l bishops Nor shall clergymen who are married say mass or serve the altar in any 

text they way. We decree also that if they refuse to obey our orders, or rather those of 

yandthe | the holy fathers, the people shall refuse to receive their ministrations, in order 

atest care that those who disregard the love of God and the dignity of their office may be 

The most ~ brought to their senses through feeling the shame of the world and the reproof 
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and also : Pope Gregory VII was interested not only in instituting moral reform but also in as- 

permits,” serting high claims for papal power. The propositions usually known as the Dictatus 

n chosen Papae were included in the pope's official register in the year 1075. 
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7. That for him alone is it lawful, according to the needs of the time, to make 

new laws, to assemble together new congregations, to make an abbey of a 

canonry; and, on the other hand, to divide a rich bishopric and unite the 

poor ones. 
8. That he alone may use the imperial insignia. 

9. That of the pope alone all princes shall kiss the feet. . 

10. That his name alone shall be spoken in the churches. 

11. That this is the only name in the world. 

12. That it may be permitted to him to depose emperors. 

13. That he may be permitted to transfer bishops if need be. 

14. That he has power to ordain a clerk of any church he may wish. 

15. That he who is ordained by him may preside over another church, but may 

not hold a subordinate position; and that such a one may not receive a 

higher grade from any bishop. 

16. That no synod shall be called a general one without his order. 

17. That no chapter and no book shall be considered canonical without his au- 

thority. 

18. That a sentence passed by him may be retracted by no one; and that he 

himself, alone of all, may retract it. 

19. That he himself may be judged by no one. 

20. That no one shall dare to condemn one who appeals to the apostolic chair. 

21. That to the latter should be referred the more important cases of every 

church. 

22. That the Roman church has never erred; nor will it err to all eternity, the 

Scripture bearing witness. 

23. That the Roman pontiff, if he have been canonically ordained, is undoubt- 

edly made a saint by the merits of St. Peter; St. Ennodius, bishop of Pavia, 

bearing witness, and many holy fathers agreeing with him. As is con- 

tained in the decrees of St. Symmachus the pope. 

24. That, by his command and consent, it may be lawful for subordinates to 

bring accusations. 

25. That he may depose and reinstate bishops without asse
mbling a synod. 

26. That he who is not at peace with the Roman church shall not be consid- 

ered catholic. 

27. That he may absolve subjects from their fealty to wicked men. 

In 1075 Gregory promulgated a decree forbidding prelates to receive their churches 

from lay rulers. The text of this decree against “lay investiture” has been lost. The fol- 

lowing text is a reenactment of the same prohibition in 1078. 

Inasmuch as we have learned that, contrary to the establishments of the holy 

fathers, the investiture with churches is, in many places, performed by lay per- 

sons; and that from this case many disturbances arise in the church by which 

the Christian religion is trodden under foot: we decree that no one of the 

clergy shall receive the investiture with a bishopric or abbey or church from 

the hand of an emperor or king or of any lay person, male or female. But if he 

shall p 

aposto 
fitting 

King Hi 
uary 10 

Henry: 

Henry, 

Hildebr 
merited 

which tl 
of benec 
many, r 

church, 
priests— 

their ma 

ing ther 
self, mo 

used not 

St. Greg: 
cerning i 
more, th 

himself ¢ 
eager to. 
our hum 

the royal 

As if we 

pire were 
Christ dic 

For thou | 
fession of 
sword, th 

peace, iné 

them; ina 

From Henry 
Ages (Londor 



e, to make 
abbey of a 
1 unite the 

, but may 

receive a 

ut his au- 

d that he 

lic chair. 
of every 

nity, the 

tndoubt- 
of Pavia, 

3 is con- 

mates to 

mod. 

consid- 

churches 

The fol- 

he holy 
ay per- 
‘which 

of the 

h from 

ut if he 

123 CHAPTER 12: The Investiture Contest 

shall presume to do so he shall clearly know that such investiture is bereft of 
apostolic authority, and that he himself shall lie under excommunication until 
fitting satisfaction shall have been rendered. 

38. GREGORY VII AND HENRY IV 

King Henry IV of Germany (1056-1106) refused to obey the pope’s decree and, in Jan- 
uary 1076, condemned Gregory as a usurper. 

Henry IV’s Letter to Gregory VII (January 24, 1076) 
Henry, king not through usurpation but through the holy ordination of God, to 
Hildebrand, at present not pope but false monk. Such greeting as this hast thou 
merited through thy disturbances, inasmuch as there is no grade in the church 
which thou hast omitted to make a partaker not of honour but of confusion, not 
of benediction but of malediction. For, to mention few and especial cases out of 
many, not only hast thou not feared to lay hands upon the rulers of the holy 
church, the anointed of the Lord—the archbishops, namely, bishops and 
priests—but thou hast trodden them under foot like slaves ignorant of what 
their master is doing. Thou hast won favour from the common herd by crush- 
ing them; thou hast looked upon all of them as knowing nothing, upon thy sole 
self, moreover, as knowing all things. This knowledge, however, thou hast used not for edification but for destruction; so that with reason we believe that St. Gregory, whose name thou has usurped for thyself, was prophesying con- 
cerning thee when he said: “The pride of him who is in power increases the more, the greater the number of those subject to him; and he thinks that he 
himself can do more than all.” And we, indeed, have endured all this, being eager to guard the honour of the apostolic see; thou, however, has understood our humility to be fear, and hast not, accordingly, shunned to rise up against the royal power conferred upon us by God, daring to threaten to divest us of it. As if we had received our kingdom from thee! As if the kingdom and the em- pire were in thine and not in God’s hand! And this although our Lord Jesus Christ did call us to the kingdom, did not, however, call thee to the priesthood. For thou has ascended by the following steps. By wiles, namely, which the pro- fession of monk abhors, thou has achieved money; by money, favour; by the sword, the throne of peace. And from the throne of peace thou hast disturbed peace, inasmuch as thou hast armed subjects against those in authority over them; inasmuch as thou, who wert not called, hast taught that our bishops called of God are to be despised; inasmuch as thou hast usurped for laymen the ministry over their priests, allowing them to depose or condemn those whom they themselves had received as teachers from the hand of God through the laying on of hands of the bishops. On me also who, although unworthy to be 

From Henry IV and Gregory VII, in E. F. Henderson, ed., Select Historical Documents of the Middle Ages (London: George Bell, 1892), pp. 372-373, 376-377, 388-391. = 
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among the anointed, have nevertheless been anointed to the kingdom, thou 

hast lain thy hand; me who—as the tradition of the holy Fathers teaches, de- 

claring that I am not to be deposed for any crime unless, which God forbid, I 

should have strayed from the faith—am subject to the judgment of God alone. 

For the wisdom of the holy fathers committed even Julian the apostate not to 

themselves, but to God alone, 

true pope, Peter, also exclaims 
to be judged and to be deposed. For himself the 

: “Fear God, honour the king.” But thou who 

does not fear God, dost dishonour in me his appointed one. Wherefore St. Paul, 

when he has not spared an angel of Heaven if he shall have preached other- 

wise, has not excepted thee also who dost teach otherwise upon earth. For he 

says: “If any one, either I or an angel from Heaven, should preach a gospel 

other than that which has been preached to you, he shall be damned.” Thou, 

therefore, damned by this curse and by the judgment of all our bishops and by 

our own, descend and relinquish the apostolic chair which thou has usurped. 

Let another ascend the throne of St. Peter, who shall not practice violence 

under the cloak of religion, but shall teach the sound doctrine of St. Peter. I 

Henry, king by the grace of God, do say unto thee, together with all our bish- 

ops: Descend, descend, to be damned throughout the ages. 

Gregory replied by declaring Henry IV excomm
unicated and deposed. 

First Deposition and Banning of Henry IV by Gregory VII 

(February 22, 1076) 

O St. Peter, chief of the apostles, incline to us, I beg, thy holy ears, and hear 

me thy servant whom thou has nourished from infancy, and whom, until this 

day, thou hast freed from the hand of the wicked, who have hated and do 

hate me for my faithfulness to thee. Thou, and my mistress the mother of 

God, and thy brother St. Paul are witnesses for me among all the saints that 

thy holy Roman church drew me to its helm against my will; that I had no 

thought of ascending thy chair through force, and that I would rather have 

ended my life as a pilgrim than, by secular means, to have seized thy throne 

for the sake of earthly glory. And therefore I believe it to be through thy grace 

and not through my own deeds that it has pleased and does please thee that 

the Christian people, who have been especially committed to thee, should 

obey me. And especially to me, as thy representative and by thy favour, has 

the power been granted by God of binding and loosing in Heaven and on 

earth. On the strength of this belief therefore, for the honour and security of 

thy church, in the name of Almighty God, Father, Son an
d Holy Ghost, I with- 

draw, through thy power and authority, from Henry the king, son of Henry 

the emperor, who has risen against thy church with unheard of insolence, the 

rule over the whole kingdom of the Germans and over Italy. And I absolve all 

Christians from the bonds of the oath which they have made or shall make to 

him; and I forbid any one to serve him as king. For it is fitting that he who 

strives to lessen the honour of thy church should himself lose the honour 

which belongs to him. And since he has scorned to obey as a Christian, and 

has not returned to God whom he had deserted—holding intercourse with the 
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excommunicated; practising manifold iniquities; spurning my commands 

which, as thou dost bear witness, I issued to him for his own salvation; sepa- 

rating himself from thy church and striving to rend it— bind him in thy stead 

with the chain of the anathema. And, leaning on thee, I so bind him that the 

people may know and have proof that thou art Peter, and above thy rock the 

Son of the living God hath built His church, and the gates of Hell shall not 

prevail against it. 

After an attempted reconciliation at Canossa (mentioned in the text below), Gregory 

excommunicated Henry a second time in 1080. 

Second Banning and Dethronement of Henry IV by Gregory VII 

(March 7, 1080) 

St. Peter, chief of the apostles, and thou St. Paul, teacher of the nations, deign, I 

beg, to incline your ears to me and mercifully to hear me. Do ye who are the 

disciples and lovers of truth aid me to tell the truth to ye without any of the 

falsehood which we together detest: to the end that my brothers may better ac- 

quiesce with me and may know and learn that, after God and his mother the 

ever-virgin Mary, it is in ye I trust when I resist the wicked and unholy but 

lend aid to your faithful followers. For ye know that I did not willingly take 

holy orders. And unwillingly I went with my master Gregory beyond the 

mountains; but more unwillingly I returned with my master pope Leo to your 

especial church, in which I served ye as always. Then, greatly against my will, 

with much grieving and groaning and wailing I was placed upon your throne, 

although thoroughly unworthy. I say these things thus because I did not 

choose ye but ye chose me and did place upon me the very heavy burden of 

your church. And because ye did order me to go up into a high mountain and 

call out and proclaim to the people of God their crimes and to the sons of the 

earth their sins, the members of the devil have commenced to rise up against 

me and have presumed, even unto blood, to lay their hands upon me. For the 

kings of the earth stood by, and the secular and ecclesiastical princes; the men 

of the palace, also, and the common herd came together against the Lord and 

against ye His anointed, saying: “Let us break their chains and cast off their 

yoke from us.” And they have in many ways attempted to rise up against me 

in order to utterly confound me with death or with exile. 

Among them, especially, Henry whom they call king, son of Henry the 

emperor, did raise his heel against your church and strive, by casting me 

down, to subjugate it, having made a conspiracy with many ultramontane 

bishops. But your authority resisted and your power destroyed their pride. 
He, confounded and humbled, came to me in Lombardy and sought absolu- 
tion from the bann. I seeing him humiliated, having received many promises 
from him concerning the bettering of his way of living, restored to him the 
communion. But only that; I did not reinstate him in his kingdom from which 
I had deposed him in a Roman synod, nor did I order that the fealty from 
which, in that synod, I have absolved all those who had sworn it to him, or 

were about to swear it, should be observed towards him. And my reason for 
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was that I might do justice in the matter or arrange peace—as 

by an oath before two bishops, had promised me should be 

done—between him and the ultramontane bishops or princes who, being com- 

i ati eel i manded to do so by your church, had resisted him. But the said ultramontane 

: bishops and princes, hearing that he had not kept his promise
 to me, and, as it 

were, despairing of him, elected for themselves without my advic
e—ye are my 

witnesses—duke Rudolf as king. This king Rudolf hastily,sent an envoy to in- 

timate to me that he had been compelled to accept the helm of state but that he 

was ready to obey me in every way- And to make this the more credible, he 

has continued from that time to send me words to the same effect, adding also 

that he was ready to confirm what he had promised by giving his own son 

and the son of his faithful follower duke Bertald as hostages. Meanwhile 

Henry commenced to implore my aid against the said Rudolf. I answered that 

I would willingly grant it if I could hear the arguments on both sides so as to 

know whom justice most favoured. But he, thinking to conquer by his own 

strength, scorned my reply. But when he found that he could not do as he had 

hoped he sent to Rome two of his partizans, the bishops, namely, of Verdun 

and of Osnabruck, who asked me in a synod to do justice to him. This also the 

envoys of Rudolf pressed me to do. At length, by God’s inspiration as I be- 

lieve, I decreed in that synod that an assembly should take place beyond the 

where either peace should be established or it should be made 

known which side justice the most favoured. For I—as ye, my fathers and 

masters, can testify—have taken care up to this time to aid no party save the 

one on whose side justice should be found to be. And, thinking that the 

weaker side would wish the assembly not to take place, whereas justice would 

hold its own, I excommunicated and bound with the anathema the person of 

one—whether king, duke, bishop or ordinary man—who should by any 

means contrive to prevent the assembly from taking place. But the said Henry 

with his partizans, not fearing the danger from disobedience, which is the 

crime of idolatry, incurred the excommunication by impeding the assembly. 

And he bound himself with the chain of the anathema, causing a great multi- 

tude of Christians to be given over to death and of churches to be ruined, and 

rendering desolate almost the whole realm of the Germans. Wherefore, trust- 

ing in the judgment and mercy of God and of his most holy mother the ever- 

virgin Mary, armed with your authority, I lay under excommunication and 

bind with the chains of the anathema the oft-mentioned Henry—the 
so-called 

king—and all his followers. And again, on the part of God Almighty and of 

yourselves, I deny to him the kingdom of the Germans and of Italy and I take 

away from him all royal power and dignity. And I forbid any Christian to 

obey him as king, and absolve from their oath all who have sworn or shall 

swear to him as ruler of the land. May this same Henry, moreover,—as well as 

his partizans,—be powerless in any war-like encounter and obtain no victory 

during his life. Whereas I grant and concede in your name that Rudolf, whom, 

as a mark of fidelity to ye, the Germans have chosen to be their king, may rule 

and defend the land of the Germans. To all of those who faithfully adhere to 

him I, trusting in your support, grant absolution of all their sins and your 
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benediction in this life and the life to come. For as Henry, on account of his 

pride, disobedience and falseness, is justly cast down from his royal dignity, 
so to Rudolf, for his humility, obedience and truthfulness, the power and dig- 
nity of kingship are granted. 

Proceed now, I beg, O fathers and most holy princes, in such way that all 
the world may learn and know that, if ye [i.e., Peter] can bind and loose in 
Heaven, so ye can on earth take away empires, kingdoms, principalities, 

duchies, margravates, counties and all possessions of men, and grant them to 
any man ye please according to his merits. For often have ye taken away patri- 
archates, primateships, archbishoprics and bishoprics from the wicked and 
unworthy and given them to devout men. And if ye judge spiritual offices 
what are we to believe of your power in secular ones? And if ye shall judge 
angels, who rule over all proud princes, how will it be with those subject to 
them? Let kings and all secular princes now learn how great ye are and what 
your power is; and let them dread to disregard the command of your church. 
And, in the case of the said Henry, exercise such swift judgment that all may 
know him to fall not by chance but by your power. Let him be confounded;— 
would it were to repentance, that his soul may be safe at the day of the Lord! 

Given at Rome, on the Nones of March, in the third indiction. 

39. THE END OF THE CONFLICT 

The conflict over lay investiture dragged on under the successors of Gregory VII. The 
canonist Ivo of Chartres suggested a compromise solution in 1097. He argued that it 
was quite legitimate for kings to invest bishops provided that they did not intend to 
grant spiritual power by doing so but only to grant the royal estates held by the bish- 
opric. The following letter was written to the archbishop of Lyons. 

So far as we have heard, a person of noble birth, sufficiently learned, of good 
repute when he exercised the office of deacon in the church, was freely and 
without discord elected bishop. As to your statement that he accepted episco- 
pal investiture from the hand of the king, this has not been related to us by any- 
one who saw it. But even if such were the case, we do not see how the faith or 
holy religion is injured whether this investiture was included or omitted, since 
it has no sacramental force in the making of a bishop. For it does not seem that 
Kings are prohibited by apostolic authority from conferring bishoprics after a 
canonical election has been held. . . . What does it matter whether this confer- 
tal is made by hand or by gesture, by word or by staff since kings do not intend 
to confer anything spiritual but only to approve the choice of the electors or to 

From “Epistola ad Hugonem,” in Libelli de Lite (Hanover: Monumenta Germaniae Historica, 1892), 
IL, pp. 644-645, translated by Brian Tierney. Paschal II, Calixtus II, and Henry V, in E. F. Hender- 
son, ed., Select Historical Documents of the Middle Ages (London: George Bell, 1892), pp. 405-407, 
408—409. 
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concede to those elected the ecclesiastical estates and the external goods which 

churches acquire through the munificence of kings? 

Pope Paschal II ( 1099-1118) proposed a more radical solution for the dispute in 1111, 

but it was promptly rejected by the imperial bishops. 

Paschal’s Privilege (February 12, 1111) 

Bishop Paschal, servant of the servants of God. To his beloved son Henry and 

his successors, forever. It is both decreed against by the institutions of the di- 

vine law, and interdicted by the sacred canons, that priests should busy them- 

selves with secular cases, or should go to the public court except to rescue the 

condemned, or for the sake of others who suffer injury. Wherefore also the 

apostle Paul says: “If ye have secular judgments constitute as judges those who 

are of low degree in the church.” Moreover in portions of your kingdom bish- 

ops and abbots are so occupied by secular cares that they are compelled assidu- 

ously to frequent the court, and to perform military service. Which things, in- 

deed, are scarcely if at all carried on without plunder, sacrilege, arson. For 

ministers of the altar are made ministers of the king’s court: inasmuch as they 

receive cities, duchies, margravates, monies and other things which belong to 

the service of the king. Whence also the custom has grown up—intolerably for 

the church—that elected bishops should by no means receive consecration un- 

less they had first been invested through the hand of the king. From which 

cause both the wickedness of simoniacal heresy and, at times, so great an ambi- 

tion has prevailed that the episcopal sees were invaded without any previous 

election. At times, even, they have been invested while the bishops were alive. 

Aroused by these and very many other evils which had happened for the most 

part through investitures, our predecessors the pontiffs Gregory VII. and 

Urban II. of blessed memory, frequently calling together episcopal councils did 

condemn those investitures of the lay hand, and did decree that those who 

should have obtained churches through them should be deposed, and the 

donors also be deprived of communion—according to that chapter of the apos- 

tolic canons which runs thus: “If any bishop, employing the powers of the 

world, do through them obtain a church: he shall be deposed and isolated, as 

well as all who communicate with him.” Following in the traces of which 

(canons), we also, in an episcopal council, have confirmed their sentence. And 

so, most beloved son, king Henry,—now through our office, by the grace of 

God, emperor of the Romans,—we decree that those royal appurtenances are to 

be given back to thee and to thy kingdom which manifestly belonged to that 

kingdom in the time of Charles, Louis, and of thy other predecessors. We for- 

bid, and under sentence of anathema prohibit, that any bishop or abbot, pre- 

sent or future, invade these same royal appurtenances. In which are included 

the cities, duchies, margravates, counties, monies, toll, market, advowsons of 

the kingdom, rights of the judges of the hundred courts, and the courts which 

manifestly belonged to the king together with what pertained to them, the mili- 

tary posts and camps of the kingdom. Nor shall they, henceforth, unless by 

favour of the king, concern themselves with those royal appurtenances. But 
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neither shall it be allowed our successors, who shall follow us in the apostolic 

chair, to disturb thee or thy kingdom in this matter. Furthermore, we decree 

that the churches, with the offerings and hereditary possessions which mani- 

festly did not belong to the kingdom, shall remain free; as, on the day of thy 

coronation, in the sight of the whole church, thou didst promise that they 

should be. For it is fitting that the bishops, freed from secular cares, should take 

care of their people, and not any longer be absent from their churches. For, ac- 

cording to the apostle Paul, let them watch, being about to render account, as it 

were, for the souls of these (their people). 

„Later in 1111 Pope Paschal, acting under duress, conceded to King Henry V 
(1106-1125) the right of investing prelates with ring and staff. This arrangement was 
also repudiated by many bishops and subsequently annulled by the pope. 

Paschal’s Privilege (April 12, 1111) 

That prerogative, therefore, of dignity which our predecessors did grant to thy 
predecessors the catholic emperors, and did confirm by their charters, we also 
do concede to thee, beloved, and do confirm by the page of this present privi- 
lege: that, namely, thou may’st confer the investiture of staff and ring, freely, 
except through simony and with violence to the elected, on the bishops and 
abbots of thy kingdom. But after the investiture they shall receive the canoni- 
cal consecration from the bishop to whom they belong. If any one, moreover, 
without thy consent, shall have been elected by the clergy and people, he shall 
be consecrated by no one unless he be invested by thee. 

The dispute was finally settled by a compromise arrived at in the Concordat of Worms 
(1122) 

Privilege of Pope Calixtus II 

I, bishop Calixtus, servant of the servants of God, do grant to thee beloved 
son, Henry—by the grace of God august emperor of the Romans—that the 
elections of the bishops and abbots of the German kingdom, who belong to the 
kingdom, shall take place in thy presence, without simony and without any 
violence; so that if any discord shall arise between the parties concerned, thou, 
by the counsel or judgment of the metropolitan and the co-provincials, may’st 
give consent and aid to the party which has the more right. The one elected, 
moreover, without any exaction may receive the regalia from thee through the 
lance, and shall do unto thee for these what he rightfully should. Be he who is 
consecrated in the other parts of the empire (i.e. Burgundy and Italy) shall, 
within six months, and without any exaction, receive the regalia from thee 
through the lance, and shall do unto thee for these what he rightfully should. 
Excepting all things which are known to belong to the Roman church. Con- 
cerning matters, however, in which thou dost make complaint to me, and dost 

demand aid—I, according to the duty of my office, will furnish aid to thee. I 

give unto thee true peace, and to all who are or have been on thy side in the 
time of this discord. 
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Edict of the Emperor He
nry Vv 

In the name of the holy and indivisible Trinity, I, Henry, by the grace of God 

august emperor of the Romans, for the love of God and of the holy Roman 

church and of our master pope Calixtus, and for the healing of my soul, do 

remit to God, and to the holy apostles of God, Peter and Paul, and to the holy 

catholic church, all investiture through ring and staff; and do grant that in all 

the churches that are in my kingdom or empire there may be canonical elec- 

tion and free consecration. All the possessions an
d regalia of St. Peter which, 

ether in the time of my fa- 

from the beginning of this discord unto this day, wh 

ther or also in mine, have been abstracted, and which I hold: I restore to that 

same holy Roman church. As to those things, moreover, whic
h I do not hold, I 

will faithfully aid in their restoration. As to the possessions also of all other 

churches and princes, and of all other lay and clerical persons which have 

been lost in that war: according to the counsel of the princes, or according to 

justice, I will restore the things that I hold, and of those things which I do not 

hold I will faithfully aid in the restoration. And 
I grant true peace to our mas- 

ter pope Calixtus, and to the holy Roman church, and to all those who are or 

have been on its side. And in matters where the holy Roman church shall de- 

mand aid I will grant it; and in matters concerning which it shall make com- 

plaint to me I will duly grant to it justi
ce. 


