
 



Vikram Seth’s sweeping 1993 novel A Suitable 
Boy was inspired by a conversation he overheard 
on a city bus, between a mother and daughter 
who were debating arranged marriages. 
In his sweeping epic, Vikram Seth has created an 
entire world filled with warmth, humour, pathos, 
tragedy - in short, life. Recorded on location in 
India, A Suitable Boy is made by the production 
team behind the award-winning Bleak House and 
The Handmaid's Tale.  



01 3 August 2003 
Set in fifties India, Vikram Seth's epic love story tells of Mrs 
Rupa Mehra 's attempts to find a "suitable" husband for her 
daughter. But as potential suitors are lined up for appraisal, 
there is always the "danger" (in her mother's view) that Lata, 
an English student at Brahmpur University, will fall in love 
with someone of her own choosing- and probably entirely 
unsuitable.  
Dramatised in five parts for the BBC by John Dryden.  
Director: John Dryden  
 
Lata: Ayesha Dharker 
Rupa: Mahabanoo Mody Kotwal  
Saeda: Ha Arun 
Pran: Joy Sengupta  
Savita: Ayeesha Menon  
Maan: Pushan Kripalani  
Kabir: Purab Kholl 
Malti: Lovleen Mishra 
That's on Sunday Showcase starting at 10 p.m.  
(11 AT, 11:30 NT) on CBC Radio One. 

02 10 August 2003 
This week on Sunday Showcase...Part Two of a BBC 
adaptation  
of "A Suitable Boy" by Vikram Seth. The time is India in the  
1950s and Rupra Mehra is desperate to find an appropriate  
match for her daughter, Lata. A Suitable Boy traces Lata’s  
desire to reconcile her Hindu mother’s wishes with her own  
love for a Muslim suitor. That's on Sunday Showcase starting  
at 10 p.m. (11 AT, 11:30 NT) on CBC Radio One. 



03 17 August 2003 
This week on Sunday Showcase...Part Three of a BBC 
adaptation of "A Suitable Boy" by Vikram Seth. The time is 
India in the 1950s and Rupra Mehra is desperate to find an 
appropriate match for her daughter, Lata. A Suitable Boy 
traces Lata’s desire to reconcile her Hindu mother’s wishes 
with her own love for a Muslim suitor. That's on Sunday 
Showcase starting at 10 p.m. (11 AT, 11:30 NT) on CBC Radio 
One. 

04 24 August 2003 
This week on Sunday Showcase...Part Four of a BBC 
adaptation  
of "A Suitable Boy" by Vikram Seth. The time is India in the  
1950s and Rupra Mehra is desperate to find an appropriate  
match for her daughter, Lata. A Suitable Boy traces Lata’s  
desire to reconcile her Hindu mother’s wishes with her own  
love for a Muslim suitor. That's on Sunday Showcase starting  
at 10 p.m. (11 AT, 11:30 NT) on CBC Radio One. 

05 31 August 2003 
This week on Sunday Showcase...the conclusion of "A 
Suitable 
Boy" by Vikram Seth. The time is India in the 1950s and  
Rupra Mehra is desperate to find an appropriate match for  
her daughter, Lata. A Suitable Boy traces Lata’s desire to  
reconcile her Hindu mother’s wishes with her own love for a  
Muslim suitor. That's on Sunday Showcase starting at 10 
p.m.  
(11 AT, 11:30 NT) on CBC Radio One. 



Recorded On Location in India 
CBC Radio 
Sunday Showcase 
2003 From 03 August  
Five episodes 

The story unfolds through four middle-class families - the 
Mehras, Kapoors, Khans and Chatterjis. Lata Mehra, a 
university student, is under pressure from her mother to get 
married. But not to just anyone she happens to fall in love 
with. There are standards to be met and finding a husband 
for Lata becomes a family affair in which all the members 
are to play a part. The characters struggle, they try to buck 
the system, to break free of restraint, of interference - but 
ultimately their strength and sense of being comes from 
their family and friends. It is a celebration of ordinariness; a 
beautifully composed story that is an affirmation of family 
and friendship. 


