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Ontario legislation threatens low-income tenants 
Alan Doerksen 

TORONTO. OTTAWA — The 
Ontario government has intro¬ 
duced a new Tenant Protection 
Act which could actually take 
away the ability of people with 
low incomes, especially those 
on social assistance, to find af¬ 
fordable housing. The National 
Anti-Poverty Organization and 
several Ontario agencies con¬ 
cerned about low-income hous¬ 
ing have criticized the govern¬ 
ment and asked for changes to 
the act before it becomes law. 

The National Anti-Poverty 
Association (NAPO) is usually 
concerned with national issues, 
but assistant director Mike Far¬ 
rell explains, 'in this particular 
case, we thought it was impor¬ 
tant enough to become in¬ 
volved” on a provincial level in 
Ontario. '‘Specifically, we didn’t 
want the government to be al¬ 
lowing discrimination against 
low-income people.” 

When the Ontario government 
held hearings on the new legis¬ 

lation during August, two NAPO 
board members presented their 
views. Barry Schmidl, Northern 
Ontario director of NAPO. told 
the government’s standing com¬ 
mittee that under the new act 
"rent control will be dead.... In 
everything but name, the pro¬ 
posed legislation will do away 
with any meaningful rent regula¬ 
tion.” 

Easy eviction 
Schmidl criticized the legisla¬ 

tion because it would allow new 
apartments to be free of rent 
control forever. It would also 
eliminate the provision in the 
present Rent Control Act that 
can prohibit landlords from in¬ 
creasing rents if they do not do 
required repairs. 

The act would also remove 
landlord-tenant matters of dis¬ 
pute from courts and hand them 
over to a government-appointed 
Ontario Rental Housing Tribu¬ 
nal, which Schmidl says would 
allow for “potential patronage 

Bruce Porter, co-ordinator of Toronto's Centre for Equality Rights in 
Accomodation, believes the tenant law could cause homelessness. 

appointments by government would be allowed to evict ten- 
and judgment by potentially un- ants more easily and it would be 
qualified ... and unsympathetic more difficult for tenants to 
individuals.” fight such removal because the 

Another problem Schmidl act would not require landlords 
points out is that landlords to give a formal reason for evict¬ 

ing tenants. 
In his presentation, Schmidl 

concluded. “With cuts to social 
assistance rates, co-op and non¬ 
profit housing, and wholesale 
slashing and buniing of the so¬ 
cial, education and health sys¬ 
tems in the province, the 
provincial government has 
launched, not a ‘war on poverty’ 
but a ‘war on the poor’.” 

NAPO is e.specially critical of 
two sections of the act which 
would allow landlords to turn 
down potential tenants on the 
basis of income information. 
This could be u.sed by landlords 
to discriminate against recip¬ 
ients of social assistance. In a 
second presentation to the On¬ 
tario government, NAPO stated 
that the act “legalizes and en¬ 
courages discrimination against 
the poor, and it deprives the 
poor of all the protections from 
discrimination in housing under 
the Ontario Human Rights 
Code. .. DiscTimination against 

See SOCIAL page 2... 

Wealthy Calgary has heart for the poor 
Gordon Legge 

CALGARY — Stephen 
Thompson remembers the first 
person who arrived at Calgary’s 
Inn From the Cold, a shelter for 
the poor and homeless when it 
began operation in early May. 

“You could see the weariness,’ 
Thompson recalls. “You coult 
see him wondering. What’s th( 
catch? Where’s the trap?” 

“Hello, I’m Stephen,” he tok 
the man. “Come in and makt 
yourself at home. There’s a po 

Churches in Calgary are working together on "Inn From the Cold. 

of coffee over there. Get your¬ 
self a cup. We’ll be eating din¬ 
ner in a few minutes.” 

“All that weariness just 
melted away.” says Thompson. 

Feeling the Comforter 
The following morning, some 

visitors reported they hadn’t 
slept so well in years. “It was 
like everything was calm. They 
could feel the comfort of the 
Comforter.” As guests left St. 
Stephen’s Anglican Church in 
Calgary’s inner city, visitors told 
volunteers, “This is what 
churches ought to be like.” 
Despite its evident wealth. Cal¬ 
gary has drawn on its much- 
touted volunteer spirit to show 
that the community still has a 
heart. As social services are 
trimmed and spun off into the 
community, local churches are 
stepping into the breach. 

“I’m just thrilled that this is 
happening.” says former social 

worker and city alderman Barb 
Scott, involved with the city’s 
homeless since the 1960s. “The 
important thing is not the four 
wails but the interaction these 
volunteers are having with 
people who are on the street.” 

St. Stephen’s Anglican is the 
pilot model for Inn From the 
Cold, opening its doors every 
Friday evening until others 
come on stream. Organizers 
hope that by the fall there will 
be between 20 and 30 churches, 
from the downtown core to the 
suburban fringes, providing 
shelter once or twice a month 
for 10 to 15 guests. 

The project began one bitterly 

cold day when a city hall com¬ 
mittee asked downtown 
churches what they could do to 
help deal with the increasing 
number of homeless. For years, 
churches had been supporters of 
the Calgary Urban Project 
Society, a program established 
by inner city churches in the late 
1980s to provide services, ad¬ 
vocacy and referrals for Cal¬ 
gary’s street people. Now the 
city wanted help housing its 
homeless. 

People .see only the tip of the 
iceberg, says Thomp.son. On any 
given night, there are hundreds 
more who remain invisible. 

See CALGARY page 3... 
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News 

Social assistance recipients face discrimination 
... continued from page I 
social assistance recipients is 
rarely if ever based solely on the 
source of their income. It is 
intricately bound up with prej¬ 
udices and stereotypes about 
poor people. Landlords will in¬ 
variably defertd their di.s- 
criminatory policies on the basis 
that they are concerned about 
the credit-worthiness of low in¬ 
come applicants.” 

At present, the Ontario 
Human Rights Code prohibits 
landlords from discriminating 
against possible tenants based 
on their being recipients of so¬ 
cial assistance. But Ontario 
plans to change this human 
rights code provision. 

NAPO was involved with 
recent hearings into income 
criteria which found no evidence 
of any correlation between low 
income and defaulting on rent. 

Farrell asserts that the govern¬ 
ment has been “not particularly 
interested” in the opinions of 
NAPO and other agencies tha\ 
expressed their concerns about 
the new act. 

Another barrier 
Stephanie Baker Collins, a re¬ 

searcher with Citizens for Public 

Discriinination 

Justice, says, “From my point of 
view, it’s already quite difficult 
for people on social assistance 
to find housing. This will put 
another barrier in their way.... I 
think the housing situation for 
low-income people is going to 

get worse.” 
Government cutbacks 

in Ontario have affected 
the poor in several ways, 
.says Baker Collins. 
“Most visible is signifi¬ 
cant cuts for people on 
social a.ssi.stance. What’s 
less visible is cuts in ser¬ 
vices.” These services 
include food banks and 
counselling for people 
on social assistance. 

“The changes this 
government has made 
have hit the poor and 
vulnerable most sig¬ 
nificantly,” she says. 

Basis of income 
Bruce Porter, co-or¬ 

dinator of the Centre for 
Equality Rights in Ac¬ 
commodation (CERA — 
a Toronto-based agency 
that defends low-income 
people with housing 
problems), says the new 

legislation “hurts everybody.” 
He is especially concerned about 
the section of the act that would 
allow landlords to use income 
information to turn away 
renters. 

Three years ago, the Ontario 

Human . Rights Commission 
started a board of inquiry to pur¬ 
sue the cases of three families 
who claimed to be victims of 
discrimination by landlords on 
the basis of income. CERA is 
representing all three claimants 
in this case and expects a report 
.soon from the board of inquiry. 

Porter expects the board of in¬ 
quiry to speak out against the 
unwritten rule that some land¬ 
lords use in which they turn 
down potential tenants who need 
to pay more than 30 per cent of 
their income for rent. “What the 
landlords are expecting is this 
ratio would be legal,” he says. 
In Quebec, this ratio was recent¬ 
ly found to be contrary to the 
Charter, he notes. 

“Our fear is that the govern¬ 
ment wants to overturn the 
board of inquiry.” If that hap¬ 
pens, Porter expects the 30 per 
cent rent-to-income ratio could 
become a universal standard in 
Ontario. “The homelessness that 
results would be quite tragic,” 
be says. 

Nobody on social assistance 
will be able to find an apartment 
for 30 per cent of their income, 
so they will be forced to use 
food money to pay for rent, says 

Porter. 
Most other provinces have 

laws protecting social assistance 
recipients from discrimination, 
he says. Currently, Ontario 
landlords may ask for and u.se 
income information from tenants 
but must use it “reasonably.” 

Rely on private market 
The Ontario government has 

stopped building new housing 
for people on social assistance, 
says Porter. The government’s 
policy is that people with low 
incomes should rely on the 
private market. But the new act 
would “severely restrict the 
choice of apartments” for these 
people, he asserts. 

Porter is especially concerned 
that the new legislation would 
involve a change to the human 
rights code. He says Ontario’s 
opposition parties spoke against 
that pan of the act but were 
voted down by the governing 
Progressive Conservatives. 

If the government passes the 
new law. Porter says CERA will 
“try to limit the damage” of the 
new rules. CERA is also con¬ 
sidering a court challenge to the 
law if it sees it as violating the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

B.C., Alberta have better 
Alan Doerk-sen 

VANCOUVER and EDMON¬ 
TON — Tenant advocates in 
Briti.sh Columbia and Alberta 
are critical of the Ontario gov¬ 
ernment’s proposed Tenant Pro¬ 
tection Act. Low-income tenants 
on social a.ssislance have better 
protection in Western Canada, 
they assert. 

“This is ju.st poor-bashing in 
its ugliest form,” says Frank Gil¬ 
bert, community affairs co-or- 
dinator with Vancouver’s Down¬ 
town EasLside Re.sidenLs As¬ 
sociation (DERA). When first 
told about the legi.slation, he 
asked, “Is this real?” 

Gilbert is e.spccially critical of 
Ontario’s plan to change the 
human rights code provision that 
protects social assistance 
recipients from discrimination. 
“It’s totally ridiculous,” he says. 

In B.C., he explains, “land¬ 
lords are not allowed to ask the 
amount of income or source of 
income” of potential tenants. 
Tenant protection laws arc “fair¬ 
ly decent.” B.C. has no rent con¬ 
trols except that landlords can 
increase rent no more than once 
a year, “You have to justify any 
rental increa.se.” But Gilbert ad¬ 
mits that rents in the Vancouver 

area are “ridiculously high.” 
Unlike the Ontario govern¬ 

ment, the B.C. government is 
not downloading responsibility 
for social assistance housing to 
municipalities, says Gilbert. 

Currently, B.C. is building 
more housing for people on so¬ 
cial as.sistance, but not much, 
says Gilbert. DERA has en¬ 
couraged the province to build 
more such housing. The a.ssocia- 
tion is also planning to build 
more housing itself. Currently, 
DERA runs three housing 
projects in the Vancouver area, 
including a “hard-to-house” 
project for people with psychi¬ 
atric problems and drug-u.sers. 

More progressive 
Darrell Kreuzer, of the Ed¬ 

monton Coalition on Homeless¬ 
ness, says tenant protection laws 
in Alberta arc “much more 
progressive” than those in On¬ 
tario. “Alberta remains ahead of 
Ontario for its protection of 
people in self-contained hous¬ 
ing.” 

But Kreuzer observes that in 
Alberta, “a social assistance 
household still gets a relatively 
low shelter allowance.” Because 
of this, some of these families 

Edmonton has had a doubling 
years. 

are forced to use some of their 
f(K)d money to cover rent pay¬ 
ments, as in Ontario. As a result, 
he .says, "We’ve .seen a doubling 
in food bank usage in Edmonton 
in the pa.st two years.” 

“For people in .social housing, 
the provisions are adequate,” he 
says, but low-income people in 
private aparunents have a more 
difficult time .supporting them¬ 
selves. 

The Alberta government 
closely .scrutinizes social as.sis¬ 
tance recipients and cuts off 
tho.se who do not actively seek 

in food hank use in the past two 

employment or training, says 
Kreuzer. This is similar to 
Ontario’s “workfare” program. 

Kreuzer is critical of the On¬ 
tario government for uansfer- 
ring the responsibility for social 
as.sistance housing to munici¬ 
palities. “The municipal tax base 
wouldn’t be able to maintain 
tlu).sc costs,” he as.seris. 

Unlike the new Ontario legis¬ 
lation, Alberta laws require 
landlords to state a reason for 
evicting tenants, .says Kreuzer. 

But like B.C.. Alberta has no 
rent controls. As a result. 

Kreuzer observes, "people are 
paying very high proportions of 
income on rent.” 

Unlike B.C.. Alberta is not 
constructing new social assis¬ 
tance housing. Instead, it is 
providing rent supplements to 
social assistance recipients. Al¬ 
berta has built some housing for 
people with special needs, such 
as disabled people, but Kreuzer 
says, “the needs far outweigh 
the supply.” Alberta currently 
has “the m<K)d of reduction.” as 
does the Ontario government. 

Alberta needs better rules 
protecting tenants but al.so needs 
better enforcement or rules, .says 
Kreuzer. Currently. Alberta’s 
Landlord and Tenant Act “cer¬ 
tainly isn’t rigorously enforced.” 
he asserts. 

The Edmonton Coalition on 
Homele.ssness is working to edu¬ 
cate landlords about tenants 
with special needs, .such as .so¬ 
cial as.sistance recipients or drug 
u.sers. “We want to encourage a 
more enlightened landlord.” 
Kreuzer explains. People with 
problems like drug addiction 
need not only housing but also 
“need to be connected to some 
community so they can integrate 
back into stKiety.” 
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Calgary churches help 
... continued from page I 
A ciiy survey a year ago showed 
ihai more than 600 homeless 
either use existing facilities or 
sleep in public places at night. 
That’s up from 460 in 1994. 

Last winter, one of the 
coldest in memory, dozens of 
emergency beds were set up, 
filling the city’s local drop-in 
centre to overflowing. So when 
church rcprescniaiives met in 
early January, it didn’t take them 
long to make a decision. They 
took their lead from a similar 
program in Nashville, Tenn., 
described in a book. Room In 
the Inn by Charles Strobbel 
(Abingdon, 1992), and ex¬ 
amined a similar program in 
Toronto. 

They quickly set up a series 
of sub-committees for areas like 
food, transporation and accomo¬ 
dation, and set about adapting 
the Nashville program to meet 
Calgary’s needs. “From January 
to May is pretty quick, especial¬ 
ly for a church group,” says 
Thompson. 

Guests are screened by a 
central agency and then trans¬ 
ported by van to that night’s 
shelter, wherever it is in the city. 
Arriving around 7 p.m. guests 
are greeted and fed a hot, 
nourishing meal such as stew, 
salad, fresh bread and dessert. A 
cot is provided for the night. 

In the morning, the guest is 
fed a hot breakfast and bused 
back downtown around 6:45 
p.m. As well, since many of the 

guests are casual laborers, 
they’re handed a bag lunch as 
they leave the church. 

There’s a strict set of be¬ 
havior guidelines. No one is per¬ 
mitted to use or be under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. 
Disruptive behavior is not 
tolerated. 

The program is relatively in¬ 
expensive. Food costs about 
$100 a night. Linen was donated 
by local hotels. Cots and mat¬ 
tresses cost about $115 each. 

At this point a half dozen 
other churches are involved, 
with two .set to begin weekly 
operations during the next 
month. There are about 130 
volunteers from virtually every 
denomination across the city 
helping out, with an average of 
about 20 on staff each night. 

Much co-operation 
“Volunteers and pastors from 

the churches ran with it,” says 
Scott, a member of the city’s ad 
hoc committee on the homeless 
who first asked the churches 
what they could do. “Once the 
seed of the idea was planted, 
they ran with it and brought it to 
fruition.” 

Furthermore, there’s been 
remarkable co-operation from 
the city’s professional agencies, 
who usually tend to be turf- 
oriented, says Scott. “It’s been a 
wonderful working together of 
volunteers from a variety of life¬ 
styles with the professionals.” 

In fact, Thompson said the 

homeless 
biggesi problem proved to be 
co-ordination. The volunteers 
worked on the assumption that 
the agencies talked to each 
other. They didn’t. “That caught 
us off guard,” he said. 

His advice for others attempt¬ 
ing a similar initiative: work out 
the logistics and co-ordination 
with all other groups early on 
for areas like transportation, 
finding gue.sts, obtaining food. 
Scott believes the program’s 
potential is tremendous. 

Understanding poverty 
There’s a group of business 

people who want to see what 
they can do to create and pro¬ 
vide jobs for the city’s home¬ 
less. And in a city and a 
province known for its wealth, 
it offers a tremendous oppor¬ 
tunity for Calgarians from all 
walks of life to develop a better 
understanding of the needs of 
the poor and homeless. 

“The spin-off for people will 
be an understanding of poverty 
in Calgary in 1997,” says Scott. 
Even though it’s a church pro¬ 
gram, there is no direct evan¬ 
gelization. Volunteers are avail¬ 
able if someone wants to talk. 

“It fits in with my personal 
theology,” says Thompson. 
“Love God, love your neighbor 
as yourself; reach out in loving 
kindness to others. This is what 
Christianity is about. It’s not just 
Sunday service and rituals. This 
is a way of life.” 

Sounds of freedom in 
Ugandan prison 
Brenda Wagner 

KAMPALA, Uganda (MCC) — Full rich sounds reached 
my ears long before I saw where they came from. What 1 
found as I entered Block C at the Luzira Maximum Security 
Prison surpri.scd me, filling my eyes with tears. Men were 
gathered in a space resembling a racquctball court. 

We entered the area surrounded by high concrete walls, 
listening to the rhythmic mix of drums, shakers and flute in¬ 
struments. Deep and high voices blended together enthusiasti¬ 
cally. Dres.sed in white prison clothes, the men moved to the 
rhythm of the music, clapping their hands and singing. 

Mixed emotions surged through me as I joined in singing 
praises. Surely God was in this place. Barbed wire coiled on 
top of high concrete walls did not prevent God from entering. 
God was there in the hearts of those in the room. In the broad 
smiles, the eyes, the song, along with the mu.sic and swaying 
and clapping, God was there. I was overwhelmed. I was 
honored to have been invited to this place of worship. 

A special understanding 
These men were the condemned. They would die by hang¬ 

ing at a time not yet decided. I remembered the biblical pas¬ 
sage: “He was despised and rejected, a man of sorrow and 
acquainted with grief.” Jesus, the condemned, on whom the 
death penalty was carried out. Who better to understand what 

that means than the men in Block C? 
“We’d like to sing the song ‘Freedom,’” the choir leader 

said. Incredible, I thought, as 150 condemned men sat watch¬ 
ing me — men sentenced to death but who want to sing 
‘Freedom.’ As the song concluded I knew what freedom was. 
While the men wait to die, they live because they expect eter¬ 
nal freedom when they are risen again as Jesus was. The lump 
in my heart rose to my throat and pushed tears from my eyes. 

Jesus said true religion is caring for widows, orphans and 
prisoners. I often wondered why Jesus included prisoners in 
this list of “the needy.” Is it because prisoners understand the 
freedom that is available in Jesus in ways that we do not? 
Perhaps in contacts with prisoners we learn of God’s grace, of 
spiritual transformation and freedom available to us in Christ. 

Manson cult murderer finds forgiveness, twice 
lONE, Calif. (EP) — Con¬ 

victed murderer Charles ‘Tex” 
Watson has received forgiveness 
for his crimes twice: first, from 
God when he became a Chris¬ 
tian; .second, from the daughter 
of two of his murder victims. 

In August of 1969, Watson 
and three other members of 
Charles Manson’s cultic “Fami¬ 
ly” stabbed and shot to death 
seven prominent California citi¬ 
zens in what became one of the 
U.S.’s most notorious murder 
sprees. Watson directed the mur¬ 
ders of all seven victims, and 
was the primary killer in the 
murders of supermarket mag¬ 
nates Leno and Rosemary La- 
Bianca. 

Watson lived a normal life 
before joining Charles Manson’s 
California cult, and was con¬ 
sidered a clean-cut, all-Amer¬ 
ican boy. He grew up in a 
churchgoing Christian home, 
was a popular high school sports 

star and an “A” student. But he 
became dissatisfied and in 1968 
moved to California in search of 
excitement. Soon he discovered 
the “Family,” a bizarre cult with 
a charismatic leader named 
Charles Manson. Watson felt ac¬ 
cepted by Manson and quickly 
became one of Manson’s most 
devoted disciples. 

After committing the mur¬ 
ders, both Watson and Manson 
were arrested, tried and sen¬ 
tenced to death. When Califor¬ 
nia repealed its death penalty, 
however, their sentences were 
reduced to life in prison. Watson 
has now served 27 years. 

Amazing grace 
A recently released Group 

Productions docudrama video 
titled “Forgiven: The Charles 
‘Tex’ Watson Story” provides 
exclusive interviews with Wat¬ 
son, dramatic recreations of life 
inside the Manson cult and 

details of Watson’s journey to 
forgiveness. 

After his first six years in jail 
— years in which he again 
struggled to find meaning or ful¬ 
fillment in his life — Watson 
renounced Charles Manson. 
calling him “one diabolical man 
who wanted to be God.” Watson 
became a Chri.stian in 1975, and 
began U’aining in a ministry pro¬ 
gram. 

Watson had received God’s 
forgiveness, but another im¬ 
probable experience was still to 
come. Without telling him who 
she was, Susan LaBerge, 
daughter of Watson’s victims 
Leno and Rosemary LaBianca, 
began writing to Watson in 
pri.son. 

LaBerge, too, had become a 
Christian. “I knew that 1 had to 
forgive everyone in my life that 
had done wrong to me, and he 
[Watson] was part of that,” La¬ 
Berge says in the Group docu¬ 

drama. 
After corresponding with 

Watson for nearly a year, La¬ 
Berge decided to visit him in 
prison. During their meeting, 
LaBerge revealed to Watson that 
she was the daughter of two of 
his victims. 

“Here this person [LaBerge] 
was sitting there, and although 
I’d killed her mother, I could tell 
that she had completely forgiven 
me.” Watson says. “I didn’t feel 
any unforgiveness from her. All 
I felt was love.” Watson asked 
for LaBerge’s forgiveness, 
which she immediately granted, 
and the two wept together at the 
miracle that had taken place. 

Helped him confront 
himself 

LaBerge’s forgiveness helped 
Watson grow in his faith and put 
his past behind him. 

“I think what helped me to 
begin to accept complete 

responsibility [for my crimes] 
was to come face to face with 
someone that I had tremendous¬ 
ly hurt.” Watson explains. 

LaBerge echoes Watson’s ex¬ 
perience. and notes that Watson 
has truly repented. “He’s 
changed his life. He’s a good ex¬ 
ample of what Christ can do.” 

Later in his prison term, Wat¬ 
son wrote a testimonial about 
his life and faith. One woman 
who read the book, Kristin 
Svege, wrote to Watson and told 
him of how the b<mk played a 
role in her own conversion. She 
and Watson corresponded for the 
next year and a half, and even¬ 
tually were married. 

In 1980, the Watsons founded 
Abounding Love Ministries, 
which reaches out to prisoners 
throughout North America with 
the Go.spel. Today. Watson con¬ 
tinues to witness inside his 
pri.son, while Kristin raises the 
couple’s four children. 
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Editorials 

The death of a mother and an icon 
The news of Princess Diana’s premature 

death shocked and saddened a lot of people. 
People genuinely felt a loss when they heard 
that this fairy-tale princess and caring mother 
of two boys was violently killed, the apparent 
victim of media greed and a drunken chauf¬ 
feur. Most people find it hard to believe that 
this uncommonly beautiful woman will no 
longer be around to be admired. 

1 wondered about this intense outpouring of 
grief from all over the world. What made us 
all feel so sad? I myself felt it. And why 
.shouldn’t we? But for me there is always the 
question: is this grieving something we do in 
Christ, or is it outside our love for him? 

More sinned against 
It’s not hard to realize that Diana was no 

saint. Her lifestyle betrayed an infatuation 
with riches and splendor. Her so-called naive 
and .shy appearance had lots practice and art to 
it. She foolishly “fell in love” with a playboy, 
known to have discarded other women who no 
longer suited him. She fed on the paparazzi 
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that fed on her. Her morals were not above 
reproach. In a .sense, she was a tragic heroine, 
who partly wrote her own script for the poetic 
justice that would take her life. 

But knowing all that does not remove the 
.sadness we felt. We could so easily identify 
with this woman who was poorly treated by 
the royal family, oppressed by a cold palace 
bureaucracy and an inflexible tradition, 
.shamefully discarded by a puerile and unfaith¬ 
ful Prince of Wales and betrayed by friends. 
She was more sinned against than sinning. 

And she did a lot of good by championing 
victims of AIDS, leprosy and land mines. She 
was considered a good mother, someone 
whom single mothers looked up to as a model. 
And she was so beautiful. It’s hard to watch a 
beautiful flower crushed. 

Are we guilty of worship? 
All of this is the human side of identifica¬ 

tion and sympathy that we feel when a young 
person dies so tragically. But what about the 
phenomenon of Diana as an icon? To the ex¬ 
tent that people worshipped her, we can say 
that worship of any human being is foolish. 
Anyone brought up on the constant reminders 
in Scripture that “it is better to trust in the 
Lord than to trust in man. It is better to take 
refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes” 
(P.salm 118:8) will guard him- or herself 
again.st thinking too highly of Princess Diana. 

But is it wrong to be inspired by her, to take 
part a little in the fairy tale romance of her 
life, that was disturbed by divorce and scandal, 
but that we, nevertheless, want to believe in? 

Robert Fulford, in an insightful column in 
The Globe and Mail wrote that death changes 
everything, even for those who “a few hours 
earlier ... had held the view that all stories 
about Lady Diana were trivial.... It turned the 
Prince.s.s of Wales into a historic figure. By 
dying she became, for the second time, the 
focus of a major international media event. 
The first time, of course, was her wedding to 
Prince Charles in 1981.” 

According to Fulford we are all spellbound 
because the media makes us part of a larger 
community. So true. When Diana and Charles 
had their .spectacular wedding in London, our 
family interrupted a camping trip and checked 
into a hotel to view the wedding on television. 
We love pomp and circumstance becau.se it 
lifts us out of the doldrums of life into a world 
of ritual and beauty. 

Are we all actors? 
But all of this al.so shows, we believe, that 

everybody, including presidents and prime 
ministers, believe the myth and re-enlorce it. 
Diana was larger than life, we were told. She 

had to be. Everybody said so. 
I personally think that our .sadne.ss for .some¬ 

one we don’t know and won’t miss is the .same 
sadne.ss we experience when watching a tragic 
play or movie. We put ourselves into the char¬ 
acters and laugh and cry along with them. 
Princess Diana was a character in a play. Now 
that we know the plot, we can undenstand why 
her life turned into suffering and why she died 
at such an early age. 

So my sadness testifies to the fact that my 
imagination works well and that I am truly 
human. I won’t moralize about my participa¬ 
tion in the theatrical side of life. I will probab¬ 
ly watch her funeral as we watched her 
wedding. And I will cry a little, along with 
millions of others in my world community. 

And then life will go on, and I will face the 
real pains and pleasures of my own life. 
Worms, the great equalizers in this world, will 
destroy Diana’s body while writers and 
moviemakers will try to immortalize her. 

And I will remind myself that all the world 
is not really a stage, a place of make-believe. 
But it is a created place of meaning and pur¬ 
pose where, through Christ, each one ot us has 
been made equally great, kings and queens in 
our own right, and where we are urged to fear 
God and keep his commandments, knowing 
that God “will bring every deed into judgment, 
including every hidden thing, whether it is 
good or evil.” 

And then follows the re.surrection of the 
dead and the new life on a sinless earth, 
without hype and iconography. BW 

Beware of how you 
praise human beings 

It is not difficult to take away prai.se from 
God. George Herbert once wrote a sonnet, 
lamenting the fact that poets spent too much 
time comparing roses and lilies to a woman s 
cheeks or crystal to women’s eyes. 

**Sure, Lord, there is enough in thee to dry/ 
Oceans of ink: for as the deluge did/Cover the 
earth, so doth thy majesty./ Each cloud distills 
thy praise, and doth forbid/ Poets to turn it to 
another use. ” 

Herbert calls this praise of creation rather 
than the Creator “abu.se” of God. He thinks 
these poets have a “low mind” becau.se they 
don’t bestow “some ink” on God. 

‘'Open the bones, and you shall find/ In the 
best face but filth, when, U)rd, in thee/ The 
beauty lies in the discovery. ” 

At best, we can say that Diana s beautiful^ 
face was but a dim reflection ot the beauty ot 
God. Let us give prai.se to God! BW 
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Stretching debate at synod not essential 
I'his is a somewhat long Idler, bui I 

don’i feel so bad when I see dial Messrs. 
Buursma. Hofman and Dekker look a full 
page 10 air iheir concern re: The growing 
irrelevance of die CRC synod (CC, Aug. 
29). Having read die full-page opinion of 
die.se three wise men from the East, 1 
should feel guilty. But I do not. 

A few years ago as a member of the 
Christian Reformed Synodical Interim 
Committee (SIC) (now called the board 
of trustees), 1 suggested we try a one- 

week synod. Being at the .same lime a 
member of the denominational finance 
committee 1 discovered the cost for 
synodical services was close to $3(X),00() 
CU.S.). For the year 1997-1998 this is ex¬ 
pected to be over half a million dollars. Is 
that good sieward.ship? 

Of course we cannot measure church 
business in dollars and cents only. But 
there’s nothing wrong with looking into 
the matter when it comes to cosi-cuiiiiig. 
Besides the cost, some business and 

I Opinion | 

Initiatives on race (U.S. report) 
Tony Campolo 

As the discussion on race picks up momentum and President Clinton calls for 
town meetings to discuss race relations, some interesting ideas have emerged 

from unlikely sources. 
1 have been particularly intrigued by some of the ideas I have heard coming 

from certain African-American clergy. One such idea is that in order to help 
inner city children, we ought to change the child labor laws. Specifically, the 
law should allow young people as young as 12 years old to be gainfully 
employed at a wage level that is below the present minimum wage. This idea is 
based on the fact that these under-aged young people in urban ghettos often have 
a desire to earn money, both to meet their own needs and to help out their 
families. 

An equally important reason for allowing young people in their early teens to 
be employed in legal businesses is that it will enable them to learn the skills, 
develop the work ethic and acquire the habits that are essential to succeed in our 
society. 

There are so many bad things that young people in the city can get into, and 
Jobs during after-school hours and during the summer would help to keep a lot 
of them out of trouble. A lower-ihan-minimum wage would encourage 
employers to hire them. 

The child labor laws that are currently on the books were for another time in 
American life. A hundred years ago we needed those laws to keep children from 
being exploited at a time when desperate families had them working long hours 
in sweat .shops and coal mines. Things have changed. Today we need new laws 
that will protect young workers, on the one hand, while at the same lime en¬ 
courage them to become contributing members of society on the other. Work is a 
good thing (1 Thess. 4:11) and if we are going to keep urban youth out of the 
lucTative drug trade, we have to consider how to legitimately enable them to get 

jobs. 

Distinctly African-American initiative 
Another idea that has surfaced had been suggested by one of the most 

militant African-American pastors I know. This is a young leader who has been 
connected with many other young African-American pastors across the country. 
Together they envision a campaign that will encourage chastity among teenagers 

prior to marriage. 
One existing program created by the Southern Baptist Convention, called 

“True Love Waits,” has challenged lens of thousands of young people to remain 
chaste before marriage. However, my friend says that this program has not had 
much of an impact on the black community. 

He says that there is a need for a distinctly African-American initiative with 
which black youth can readily identify. He wants President Clinton to lend his 
support to this effort, and thus give to it the kind of visibility that it needs to get 

off the ground. 
Both of these initiatives have my endorsement because they silence those 

racists who argue that all African-American leaders ever do is to demand their 
rights. Well, here is evidence that they are more than ready to assume respon¬ 
sibility for what happens in the black community. It is time for the rest of 
Americans, including the President, to hear them out on these initiatives and to 

get behind them. 

Tony Campolo u the director of the Evangelical Association for the Promotion of Education in St. 

Davids, Penn. _ 

V ___J 

professional people are not available to 
spare two weeks from work or business. 

The three retired theologians are con¬ 
cerned about the decline of synodical 
relevance. Indeed, denominational aware- 
nc.ss and loyalty is going downhill. But 
what can we do about it? Many are inter¬ 
ested only in their own little world of 
local church activities. There are elders 
and deacons who don’t even read the 
Agenda for Synod, and let the kids play 
with the Acts of Synod before dumping 
them in the blue box for recycling. Going 
back to a two-week synod will not 
change that indifference. 

Lack of deliberation? 
It seems the main problem the three 

writers have is the possible lack of 
deliberation. They are of the opinion that 
one week is just not sufficient to 
deliberate. 

Having been delegated to synod seven 
times, I tend to disagree. When ministers 
and professors start deliberating, no one 
can predict the outcome, and time seems 
to be of no importance. Too many love to 
hear the sounds of their own voices, and 
when they start “preaching” for 30 or 40 
minutes, we all know it could have been 
said in 20 minutes. 

There was a time when delegates to 
synods were either ministers or farmers, 
with the ministers debating and the 
farmers listening and voting. Fortunately 

with more business and professional 
delegatc.s, this is changing. The new 
generation is also very much in favor of 
deliberating, but they know how much 
time can be wasted unless a capable 
chairman calls it quits. 

Give it a try 
I know Dr. Vandervelde reflected on 

the absence of minority reports, but it 
.seems that only ministers and profes.sors 
see that as a problem. Gne gets the im¬ 
pression that they like to .see advisory 
committees deliberate till they are blue in 
the face and can only be happy when a 
minority report can be squeezed out of 
the poor fellows. 

The three retired brothers have one 
good suggestion, and that is to cut the 
186 delegates in half and have each clas- 
sis delegate only one minister and one 
elder. I am all in favor of having deacons 
being delegated, but that’s another story. 

We should appreciate the concern of 
the three brothers, but why not give one- 
week synods a try for a few years? After 
that, I am sure no one will want to go 
back to two weeks of synod.. 

These three men may shudder when 
they hear that I made another motion — 
to have synod meet every two years in¬ 
stead of once a year. That also can be 
done. 

Klaa.s Terpstra 
Hamilton, Ont. 

Mother Teresa 

At the time of our going to press, the news broke that Mother Teresa has 
died We hope to focus on her life in our next issue. 
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My husband 

A_LiA- 

"Often at day's end the calloused hands gently pick up a Fender 

guitar." 

Heidi VanD<>rSlikke 
Meet my best friend, a man of 

conirasts. Lei’s start with the 
eyes, truly the window to this 
man’s soul. Enormous and blue, 
they are perfectly fringed with 
enviably dark lashes. They can 
be clear and calculating, or pen¬ 
sive and distant. They might 
dance with mischief or mist over 
with sorrow. Brows black and 
full highlight the eyes. When 
he’s angry, the brows converge 
like two dark thunderclouds in 
the midst of a furrowed 
forehead. When he’s amused, 
they rise in levity, apparently 
defying gravity and all serious 
thought. You need not wonder 
where you stand with this in¬ 
dividual — he is always blunt, 
never dull. 

He was raised in the hustle 
and bustle of the city but prefers 
the quieter surroundings of the 
country. There were times in his 
life when all daylight hours 
were spent inside the confines of 
a factory’s walls. The.sc days as 
a farmer he is free to enjoy the 
sunshine or endure the rain. A 
sU'ong Calvinist work ethic is in¬ 
tegral to his personality, making 
it a labor to take lime for vaca¬ 
tion. 

However, as busy as he is, he 

needs lime to reflect and relax. 
Often at day’s end the calloused 
hands gently pick up a Fender 
guitar. His fingers are stained 
with the indelible residue of 
grease from yet another day of 
repairing ancient farm ma¬ 
chinery. Deftly they pluck and 
strum the steel-stringed instru¬ 
ment, transforming the farmer 
into a musician. 

From BonhoefTer to Star 
Trek 

This is a man who con¬ 
templates the profundities of 
Bonhoeffer as if they were pre¬ 
cious gems. He is also easily 
entertained by the crew of the 
U.S.S. Enterprise. 

fhere is a cool confidence 
about him that is .sometimes 
belied by traces of insecurity. 1 
smile when 1 think of how he 
asked me three times what my 
hypothetical answer would be if 
he were to hypothetically ask 
me to marry him. Only after 
triple assurances did he dare 
po.se the question in earnest. 

Many limes 1 have .seen him 
outraged and frustrated at the in¬ 
justices of this world, but al¬ 
ways there is evidence of a deep 
and abiding peace that can only 

The mind of 
Christ 

"But people who aren't Chris¬ 
tians can’t understand these 
truths from God’s Spirit. It all 
sounds foolish to them... hut we 
can understand these things, for 
we have the mind of Christ’’ (1 
Cor. 2:14a&16b. New Living 
Translation). 

Upon reading “First Bride,’’ a short story by 
James Schaap published in the Christian 
Courier several weeks ago, I was left with one 
question: “At the conclusion of the story, how 
could the narrator — who was obviously a 
worldly wise non-Christian — proclaim such 
profound Christian truth? I reread the story 
thinking I might have mis.sed something. I was 
still confused. If I ever met James Schaap, I’d 
ask him. 

With the story still fresh in my mind, just 
two weeks later, who should I see but the 
author himself. Marty and I had just driven the 
18-hour u-ip to Sioux Center, Iowa, with our 
daughter Angela so she could register at Dordi 
College. We were at a parent and staff lawn 
social — just one of the many events Dordt 
sponsors to assure the parents of freshmen that 
their precious children are in caring Christian 
hands. 

Brief encounter 
Professor Schaap stood just metres away in 

animated conversation with another couple. 
Several minutes later my eyes followed him as 
he walked across the lawn over to a path where 
he pau.sed to talk to a foursome. 

The biology professor Marly and I happened 
to be chatting with must have noticed my rude¬ 
ly wandering eyes and my disappointed look. 
He kindly offered to introduce us, which he 
promptly did. 

Alas, I wasn’t able to gel beyond a few gush¬ 
ing remarks about his colorful writing style, 
before Professor Schaap moved on to another 
conversation with someone else. My question 
was left, unasked. 

But then, the next day who should sit down 
beside Marly in church but James Schaap him¬ 
self. They conversed amiably. Marly mentioned 

that I write for Christian Courier. James told 
him the Courier had just printed one of his 
stories. This was my opening. I leaned across 
Marty and blurted, “I have a question about 
that story.’’ At that point the minister walked up 
to the pulpit and the church .service began. 

The Scripture reading was taken from 1 
Corinthians 2 (see verses quoted at the begin¬ 
ning of this column.) 

In good hands 
Over coffee outside under spreading maples. 

Professor Schaap, cookie in hand, approached 
me, “Give it to me!’’ he challenged. 

“The main character was a non-Christian?’’ I 
began. 

“Yes,’’ he agreed. 
“Well, how did he gel such a mind of Christ? 

I had trouble believing he was capable of think¬ 
ing such Christian thoughts without being a 

believer.’’ 
Then Dr. Schaap explained there were two 

more paragraphs at the end of that story. The 
paragraphs had been edited out. 

I was indignant. “They can’t do that. It 
changes the credibility of the character” 

Professor Schaap didn’t agree. The editors 
had simply made the story more open-ended 
more art. He explained to me about views on 
propaganda and art. I possibly wanted my 
stories more closed (James’ mother does), 
never mind if they sound like Christian 
propaganda. 

He promised to send me the two paragraphs. 
1 hope Angela ends up in his cla.ss. 

Marian den Boer lives with her husband Marty and five 
children in Hamilton, Ont. Their oldest child has been left 
in good hands at Dordt College. 

come from knowing a higher 
power is in conuol. 

L(M)king back, 1 think he un¬ 
wittingly summed it all up on 
our first dale. We were both 
more than a little nervous as we 
pulled out of the driveway. He 
suavely pul on his .sungla.sscs, 
only to watch one lens pop out 
and fly across the da.shboard. 
Grinning at me with one eye 
shaded and the other exposed, 
he drawled, “Like 1 always say, 
’Ya gotta keep ’em guessing!”’ 
Twenty years later, 1 believe he 
meant it! 

Heidi VanDerSlikke and her family live 
in Harriston, Ont. This story was 
awarded first prize for the Novice Entry 
at the Uses Ink conference of 1997. The reason we rarely vacationed? 
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Arts/Media 
I Film Review ] 

Mrs. Brown a familiar royal figure? 
Marian Van Til 

Mrs. Brown 

Rated PG. Stars Judi Dench. 
Billy Connolly. Antony Sher, 
Geoffrey Palmer. Written by 
Jeremy Brock. Directed by John 
Madden. 

The person of Queen Victoria 
evokes a picture of a short, 
plump, darkly dressed woman 
with hair pulled back in a bun 
from a severe-looking face; the 
dour, doughty British monarch 
whose longest-ever reign char¬ 
acterized the prim and proper 
but imperial age which came to 
bear her name — the last six 
decades of the 19th century. 

This film, based on accounts 
of people at Victoria’s court 
(and undoubtedly on some in¬ 
formed speculation), gives us 
another picture of Victoria; a 
glimpse of her as a feeling 
human being, albeit one whose 
feelings were distorted and con¬ 
fined by the royal institutions 
and aristocracy which reared 
her. (Does this sound familiar? 
Parallels with the present tempt 
one to view the British monar¬ 
chy as a history of upper-class 
English emotional dysfunction- 
alism.) 

However, the emphasis here is 
not on the dysfunctionalism as 
such, but on a refreshing breeze 
of normalcy brought to the 
Queen by a “mere” Scottish 
horseman in her service, a man 
named John Brown. 

Three years of mourning 
It has long been noted that, 

whatever Victoria’s shortcom¬ 
ings. she had an unusual and 
happy marriage to her cousin. 

"Mr. and Mrs. Brown" 

Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg- 
Gotha. The film contends, prob¬ 
ably rightly, that it was the hap¬ 
piest marriage in the history of 
the British monarchy. Tlius, 
when Albert died in 1861 of 
typhoid fever in their 21st year 
of marriage, Victoria was incon¬ 
solable. 

The film picks up the story in 
1864, with Victoria (Dame Judi 
Dench) still in mourning at Bal¬ 
moral, the royal palace tucked 
away in the Scottish highlands. 
She refuses to let the court get 
back to everyday business or to 
let her courtiers live normal 
lives; nor will she return to Lon¬ 
don and Buckingham palace 
where her subjects can see her. 

Her continued public grieving 

starts to wear on the court, not 
only, but on parliament and the 
public. Her popularity slips, as 
does the popularity of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Disraeli (An¬ 
tony Sher) and his Tories. 

Finally Sir Henry Ponsonby 
(Geoffrey Palmer), Victoria’s 
private secretary, sends for John 
Brown, who had been a favorite 
of Albert’s. It is hoped the 
Queen will consent to letting 
Brown take her riding out in the 
fresh air, and that the activity 
and change of scenery will end 
her fixation on her dead hus¬ 
band. 

Too successful 
Brown succeeds in a way no 

one anticipates. Though a ser¬ 

vant, his straightforward manner 
with her, his devotion to her as 
his Queen, and his keen di.scem- 
ment of her emotional needs 
(which she doesn’t understand 
herselO gradually make him 
Victoria’s confidant. She even¬ 
tually refers to him as her best 
friend, a scandal both to her 
class-con.scious advisors and to 
the other servants. 

Clearly she enjoy’s Brown’s 
company, and his presence helps 
assuage her grief But the 
relationship (which was un¬ 
doubtedly a close friendship but 
not more) causes tongues to 
wag. Speculation abounds — 
thus the snide reference to the 
Queen as “Mrs. Brown.” 

This was not necessarily an 
implication of a sexual relation¬ 
ship, but certainly an acknowl¬ 
edgment of Victoria’s emotional 
dependance on John Brown, 
equally unthinkable in that set¬ 
ting. Brown, for his part, adds to 
the speculation by becoming 
possessive, and then obsessive, 
about the Queen and her safety. 

Satisfying performances 
The main strength of Mrs. 

Brown is the performances of its 
two leading players. The acting 
career of Judi Dench has been 
grounded in the British theatre, 
but she has by now also ap¬ 
peared in numerous films in a 
wide range of roles. 

In her adept hands we see 
Queen Victoria evolve from a 
royal personage who ignores her 
volatile emotions by keeping 
them tightly under wraps to a 
woman who wants to be allowed 
to be a real human being rather 
than a figurehead. Dench a- 
chieves this elusive transforma¬ 
tion through little more than 
subtle facial expressions and 

controlled body language. 
Billy Connolly’s performance 

is perhaps more artful than 
Dench’s when you know that by 
trade he’s a comedian, not an 
actor, much less a dramatic 

actor. In his hands it’s quite easy 
to believe that John Brown’s 
bold and unorthodox behavior 
would touch the formidable 
Queen’s heart. 

The wider circle of roles in¬ 
cludes Prime Minister Disraeli, 
various members of parliament. 
Sir Henry Ponsonby and other 
personal advisors to the Queen, 
roomfuls of servants, and a 
younger brother of Brown’s. 
Whether Brown actually had a 
brother in the service of the 
Queen is a moot point; the char¬ 
acter serves well as a medium 
through whom we get to know 
Brown better. 

If character studies intrigue 
you, this is your kind of movie. 
And given the tragic death of 
Princess Diana two weeks ago, 
and the consequent focus on the 
royal family and many of the 
places featured in this film, 
watching it now provides unan¬ 
ticipated tie-ins to the present. 

Schubert chose integrity over wealth 

Franz Schubert 

1997 is the 200th birth 
anniversary of Franz 
Schubert 

ZPS — Listening to Schu¬ 
bert’s music, especially the 
hundreds of beautiful songs that 
flowed from his pen, the simple 
sincerity of the composer’s soul 
is evident. His music is trans¬ 
parent and is seldom mistaken 
for works of any other com¬ 
poser. He refused to look upon 
his talent as a tool for making 
money. Rather, he poured out 
his heart into every work. 

Diertrich Fischer-Dieskau, 
famed for singing Schubert 

lieder has said, “No matter how 
great our admiration for Schu¬ 
bert may be, we [those who per¬ 
form his songs] only realize 
later in life what it is that raised 
him far above the level of other 
composers Schubert is authen¬ 
tic." 

Schubert never effected false 
pretences, either in his music or 
in his life. No wonder he made 
many friends. Those around him 
believed that they really knew 
the whole man, without reserva¬ 
tion, and they were right. In the 
stuffy, ostentatious "society of 
Vienna such openness and 
simplicity must have been a 

breath of fresh air. 
In retrospect, Schubert clearly 

made mistakes in bis life that in¬ 
evitably resulted in devastating 
consequences. Yet in bis prin¬ 
cipal calling, to be an original 
and innovative composer, he 
refused to compromise. Doubt¬ 
less he could have achieved 
greater financial success writing 
trite nonsense for the multitudes. 
For Schubert, this would have 
been flagrant duplicity. 

The immediate price for this 
sincerity was far greater than the 
absence of universal fame; It 
resulted in a life of impoverish¬ 
ment. But the fruit of this sac¬ 

rifice is still being appreciated 
by generations who have loved 
the beauty and simplicity of 
Schubert’s many works. Had 
this composer been anything 
less than sincere, he might have 
opted to seize immediate grat¬ 
ification. Instead, he chose the 
way of integrity, and we reap the 
rewards of his legacy. 

This excerpt was taken from 
the book. Music of the Great 
Composers; A Listener’s Guide 
to the Best Classical Music, by 
Patrick Kavanaugh, published 
by Zondervan and available at 
your local bookstore or by call¬ 
ing 1-800-727-3480. 
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Church 

Colombia’s military monitoring seminaries 
Kenneth D. MacHarg 

QUITO. Ecuador (Compass) 
— The Colombian military is 
reported to be keeping a close 
watch on the activities of several 
seminaries after closing a Men- 
noniie institute last December. 

Ricardo Esquiva, director of 
the Seminary for Peace, said 
that the army, frustrated by 
growing resistance to military 
recruitment in the face of an up¬ 
surge in Colombia’s civil war, 
has started to monitor evangeli¬ 
cal seminaries, whose students 
are exempt from military ser¬ 
vice. 

E.squiva said that in addition 
to his institution, military au¬ 
thorities are investigating the 
Latin American Faculty of 

Theology and the Seminary of 
the Church of the Cross. 

The Mennonite Biblical Semi¬ 
nary and the Christian Center 
“Justapaz” were closed last 
December at the request of the 
armed forces. 

Rights violation 
The order is still in judicial 

process. Esquiva said the milit¬ 
ary request was approved by the 
Secretary for Education without 
observing the completion of 
legal procedures. 

The Mennonite Church of 
Colombia has denounced the 
violation of its rights by the 
government. In a statement, the 
church claims the armed forces 
are persecuting the Mennonite 

church. 
According to the document, 

the refusal of the Armed Forces 
to recognize the right to post¬ 
pone military .service is a nega- 

BURLINGTON, Ont. 
(CRWRC) — About 2,000 or¬ 
phans living in Romanian or¬ 
phanages will receive Christmas 
parcels in early December, 
thanks to a joint effort involving 
four organizations. 

The program is called “Kits 4 
Kids,” and it is jointly spon¬ 
sored by Christian Reformed 
World Relief Committee, Cana¬ 
dian Reformed World Relief 
Fund, The Bible League of 
Canada and the Romanian Or¬ 
phans Fund. 

Seeing the need 
The four groups got together 

in early spring to respond to a 
significant need among Romani¬ 
an orphans. Indications are be¬ 
tween 150,000 and 200,000 
children from newborn to mid¬ 
teens live in more than 600 or¬ 
phanages. 

The four groups decided to ar¬ 
range for 2,000 parcels in this 
first year, and those numbers are 
expected to increase yearly as 
Kits 4 Kids gains popularity. 
Mailings went out in late August 
to every Christian Reformed and 

tion of “the right to religious 
freedom and the freedom of con- 
.science of young people.” 

Meanwhile, Esquiva says that 
the Seminary for Peace will con- 

Canadian Reformed congrega- 
tiqp in Canada. The mailings in¬ 
cluded cover letters, brochures 
and posters explaining the pro¬ 
gram. “At least three persons per 
congregation were targeted for 
the mailing, with the intention 
that it reach at least one 
decision-maker,” says Arlene 
Bennink, who along with Jean¬ 
ette Groenewegen acts as volun¬ 
teer co-ordinator for the fall 
campaign. 

An accompanying brochure 
suggests that personal contents 
in the kit should have a com¬ 
bined value of about $20. The 
groups taking part in the pro¬ 
gram will be asked to prepare 
the kits for either boys or girls 
of specific ages. 

Each parcel will be accom¬ 
panied by a Bible, a Marian 
Schooland Story Bible and Bible 
study materials. The Bibles will 
be personally handed to each 
child, along with the parcel, by 
Romanian volunteers connected 
to The Bible League and the 
Romanian Orphans Fund. 

The cost of getting the parcels 
from the congregation to The 

tinue its activities while under 
investigation by the intelligence 
service and the anti-terrorist 
police. 

Bible League’s warehouse space 
in Bucharest will be borne by 
the participating individuals or 
groups. They are asked to pay 
$10 per parcel for shipping and 
Bible materials. 

Expects good response 
Kits 4 Kids committee chair 

Rick DeGraaf .says he expects a 
good response from the 
churches. “It will be a first- 
come, first-served situation. 
Once the churches receive their 
mailing, they will be asked to 
appoint one person to organize it 
within the congregation and then 
to let the volunteer co-ordinators 
know just how many they want 
to fill.” 

A cardboard box manufac¬ 
turer has agreed to donate just 
over 2,000 shoebox-sized boxes. 
They will be shipped to par¬ 
ticipating churches once they 
have placed their orders. 

CRWRC, The Bible League 
and the Romanian Orphans Fund 
will have staff people in 
Romania who will oversee the 
distribution of the Kits 4 Kids 
once they arrive in Bucharest. 

Pray for the persecuted 
church Sept. 28 - Nov. 16 

SANTA ANNA, Calif (Compass) — September 28 has 
been designated the “International Day of Prayer for the Per¬ 
secuted Church” (IDOP). Under the banner “Shattering the 
Silence,” an estimated 150,000 churches in more than 110 
countries are expected to participate through prayer-related ac¬ 

tivities and events. 
In North America plans call for the IDOP to be held on 

Sept. 28, kicking off a season of prayer which will culminate 
on Nov. 16, designated “Persecution Sunday.” 

A resource kit has been assembled to assist individuals, 
churches and other organizations who desire to participate in 
the IDOP. The kit includes a 21-minute video titled “Shatter 
the Silence,” a 24-page color magazine, and a world prayer 

map. 
To order, call 1-888-538-7772. (A $15 donation is re¬ 

quested.) Information is also available on the internet: 
www.persecutedchurch.org. 

Dutch church to sell bargain-priced heroin 

‘Kits 4 Kids' to create Christmas 
parceis for Romanian orphans 

Hi 

Voortman 

ROTfERDAM, the Nether¬ 
lands (EP) — A Dutch church 
plans to begin .selling bargain- 
priced heroin this fall under a 
program organized by a Rotter¬ 

dam clergyman. 
Hans Visser, a Protestant min¬ 

ister in the port city of Rotter¬ 
dam, will co-operate with local 
doctors and social workers in 

the program. His Paulu.skerk 
will initially supply a test group 
of 10 heroin addicts who arc 
believed to have no chance of 
breaking their addiction. 

“It is the best (heroin) that’s 
for sale, abroad as well,” Visser 
boasted to a Dutch news agency. 
The pastor said he has found 
several heroin dealers who will 
provide the drug to the church at 

cost. 
Vi.s.ser launched his .scheme 

after a similar plan became 
bogged down in the national 
government. He does not have 
pcrmi.ssion for the pnigram. A 
Rotterdam official has con¬ 
demned the plan as “incom- 
prehen.sible,” while another said 
she is referring the matter to the 
Justice Ministry. 

Maranatha Homes 
BurlingtoHy Ont. 

This award-winning Senior Citizen Home is located close to Bur¬ 

lington Christian Reformed Church and Ebenezer Canadian 

Reformed Church, with audio hook-up for tJiC Sunday services in 

every aparonent from both churches and a weekly evening video 

church service presentation. Local bus .service at the door. Monthly 

rent is geared to income. 

InrnrmaUon fromt 
RtMsnnr van drr Woerd, 3260 New Sirret, 

• BuriinKton. ON L7N 3L4, Phone: (905) 661-0311 
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Your job 
isn your 
calling 

1 recall a sermon illustra- 
lion 1 heard when 1 was about 
10 years old. It was a story 
about a theological professor 
at the Free University in 
Amsterdam who went for a 
stroll along the canal. Then he 
.saw a street sweeper. He .stepped up to the man, 
put his hand on his shoulder and said: “You are 
working in the light of eternity; you are fulfill¬ 
ing your calling before God.” 

We loved such a story because those profes¬ 
sors were our leaders and we admired them. We 
also loved what the professor said about work: 
he put himself on a basis of equality with the 
street sweeper, both fulfilling a calling before 

the face of God. 

Good example of a bad doctrine 
Today I believe that that story is a good il¬ 

lustration of a bad doctrine. It shows an under¬ 
standing of divine calling that can sanctify a lot 
of drudgery and three-dollar-an-hour jobs. 
When we say that any work people happen to 
do is a “calling from God” we have a powerful 
weapon to keep laborers in line and women in 
the kitchen. 

The teaching that one’s job is one’s calling is 
the degeneration of a good doctrine redis¬ 
covered at the time of the Reformation. Prior to 
the Reformation only “spiritual” people had a 
“vocation.” When you said “I have a calling” 
you were headed for a monastery. 

The Reformation brought a whole new ap¬ 
proach to life and work. All work of the 
redeemed, if obediently done, should be con¬ 
sidered worship of God, service of one’s neigh¬ 
bor, enrichment of life, fulfilment of our 
mandate. 

There was also one specific text that played 
an important role in conversations about work 
and c^ling: “Let every man abide in the same 
calling wherein he was called” (1 Cor. 7:20, 
KJV). 

a Christian while a slave or a slave-owner, a 
Jew or a Gentile, this situation should not be 
considered an obstacle to fulfilling one’s call¬ 
ing as a Chri.stian. “Remain in the situation in 
which you were called.” Obey your Christian 
calling in that situation. 

But the Bible docs not teach that your job is 
your calling. Our “calling” is to be Christians. 
The Reformers meant to say that we can live as 
prophets-priests-queens (i.e., fulfil our Chris¬ 
tian calling) in any ordinary and decent job. 

In the days when I heard the sermon illu.stra- 
tion of the professor and the street sweeper we 
had already made the fateful mistake of con¬ 
sidering the job a “calling” from God. 

We took for granted that the whole social 
order was an expre.ssion of God’s will. And it 
was assumed that individual Christians took 
their places in this social order by diligently 
pursuing their trade. If you applied yourself to 
your job diligently, you fulfilled your “calling.” 

Called to be Christians 
Some readers will readily recall this under¬ 

standing of life and work. It made for good 
tradespeople and faithful hired helpers. But it 
also made us believe that the street sweeper 
was called to remain a street sweeper. 

The Biblical teaching is not that we are 
called to be street sweepers or professors, but 
to be Christians. And your ordinary job (any 
ordinary but decent occupation) can be the 
avenue through which we fulfil our calling. 

Andrew Kuyvenhoven seeks to fulfil his calling as a retired 
pastor of the Christian Reformed Church. He lives in 

The text says that, if a person is called to be ('rand Rapids, Mic . _ 

The Bible League reaches two milestones 

Churches to be taxed in 
Nigeria? 

SOUTH HOLLAND, Ill. 
(TBL) — The Bible League has 
passed two milestones in its 
59th year of operation. Through 
its placement of Bibles around 
the world, the League has now 
helped 10,000 new churches get 
staned, and has seen one million 
new converts baptized into 
church membership in the last 
10 years. The League began 
keeping these records in 1987, 
though it has placed Bibles since 
1938. 

The Bible League is based in 
South Holland, Ill., and also has 
offices near Toronto. 

As it’s name implies. The 
Bible League places Bibles — 
anywhere they are needed. It 
does this through Christian na¬ 

tionals in the countries in which 
it operates who are trained by 
The League in evangelization, 
discipling new believers and or¬ 
ganizing those believers into 
fellowship with other Christians. 

The Bibles are these church 
workers’ most effective tool. 

‘Pray, send us Bibles* 
The 10,000th church was es¬ 

tablished in the Philippines in 
July. During that month 32,754 
Filipinos graduated from a Bible 
study and received their first 
Bible. Over 1,000 people in the 
Philippines graduate from these 
Bible studies each day. 

This scenario is repeated 
throughout the world, even in 
communist and Muslim coun- 

tfies, where persecution can be 
severe. New Christians in such 
places will often risk harass¬ 
ment, imprisonment, torture, 
slavery and even death for the 
sake of a Bible. The Bible 
League has been told by many 
nationals experiencing persecu 
tion, “We do not ask you to pray 
for persecution to stop. Pray that 
we will by strong. And send us 
Bibles.” 

Since its inception. The 
League has placed more than 
530 million Scriptures in 90 
counties. But the proof that 
the.se Bibles have had an impact 
is the 10,000 churches started 
and the one million believen 
baptized into those churches in 
just 10 years’ time. 

Obed Minchakpu 
JOS, Nigeria (Compa.ss) — 

fhere are suong indications that 
churches in Nigeria may soon be 
asked to pay taxes to the govern¬ 
ment in order to boost its 
revenue base. 

Compass sources are saying 
that the Nigerian government 
has already enacted a decree 
which will soon be signed into 
law by Nigeria’s head of state. 
General Sani Abacha, empower¬ 
ing the Federal Inland Revenue 
Service (FIRS) to tax churches. 

Reports of possible church 
taxation have led to open crit- 
ici.sm of the government by 
Christian leaders who see it as a 
threatening move, clearly dem- 
onsu-ating the government’s in¬ 
sensitivity to the religious 
liberty of all Nigerians. 

Addressing a press conference 
on this issue, the president of the 
Pentecostal Fellowship of 
Nigeria (PFN), Archbishop Ben¬ 
son Idahosa, described the idea 
of church taxation as “an impos¬ 
sible act of insurrection against 
the Church of Jesus Christ.” 

Intent to persecute 
The National secretary-gen¬ 

eral of the Christian Association 
of Nigeria (CAN), Charles Wil¬ 
liams, observed that the idea of 
levying churches is nothing 
other than the intent to persecute 
the church in Nigeria. He 
believes that just as it happened 
in the life of the early church 
when the church was per¬ 
secuted, the saints martyred, and 
the Bible became an object of 
exhibition in museums, the 
Nigerian church is today being 
turned into a body to be hunted, 
discriminated against and per¬ 

secuted. 
Speaking for the Methodist 

church of Nigeria, Rev. Deji 
Okegbihi observed that the idea 
of levying churches “is a mes¬ 
sage from the pit of hell with an 
anti-Christ inclination.” 

Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Badejo, 
the social communications sec¬ 

retary for the C'atholic Sec¬ 
retariat of Nigeria, held that. 
“The idea of taxing churches 
.should not have arisen at all. 
The church as the Body of 
Christ is the only body that can 
cushion the effect of psychologi¬ 
cal imbalances in the mas.ses.” 

This alleged move by the 
government of Nigeria is being 
made despite the provisions of 
section 19 (I) of the Companies 
Income Tax Act of 1979, which 
exempts the taxation of incomes 
and revenue of churches, 
mosques and other religious or¬ 

ganizations. 

Government claims 
ignorance 

Reacting to the open criticism 
of the government on the 
planned taxation on churches. 
Mrs. Teju Ladejobi, head of cor¬ 
porate affairs for FIRS, denied 
that her organization has been 
directed to tax churches. “FIRS 
is not aware of any decree to 
that effect which has been 
drafted and is awaiting the sig¬ 
nature of the head of state, as is 
being claimed.” she claimed. 

Despite the denial by the 
FIRS, Compass was informed 
by a reliable government source 
that the plan to tax churches is a 
reality, and that the government 
has back-pedaled for now only 
because of the critical stand the 
church has taken. The source 
said, however, that there is no 
doubt that at the appropriate 
time, the government plans to 
implement the decision to tax 
churches. 

The national president of 
CAN and prelate of the 
Methodist Church of Nigeria 
Rev. Dr. Sunday Mbang .said, 
while he is against the moves to 
tax churches in Nigeria church 
leaders themselves must refrain 
from “ostentatious lifestyles” 
which create the impression that 
the church is a booming busi¬ 
ness empire in a depressed 
economy. 

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP SERVICES 

Providing counselling in estate planning, 
will making, insurances, Christian 
investments, and special giving. 

• Free of charge — Confidential 
• Public presentation — Home visits 

Please write: CSS. 455 Spadina Ave , #210, Toronto. ON 
M5S 2G8 or telephone; (416) 598-2181 
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Feature 

We are not pilgrims! 

ll^^arecalledtobuildtentcit^^ 

Calvin Seerveld 
I believe that this world 

belongs to God who created it 
(Ps. 24:1-2, Job 40:6-41:34). So 
as a human creature I am at 
home in God’s world of mar¬ 
vels, from the eclipse of the sun 
to the birth of a baby (Ps. 145- 
150). 

And I believe that Christians, 
as God’s word of Ephesians 
says, are ”no longer strangers 
and sojourners” on earth but are 
“the intimate household of God” 
— the very place where God the 
Holy Spirit hangs out (Eph. 
2:19-22) till Christ comes again! 

That’s a core of what I 
believe. 

Before I formulate two in¬ 
junctions which follow from my 
being at home here in God’s 
creation while facing the Nonh 
American culture of Mammon 

— expectant of the Lord’s return 
to end my sin, the cruelty of 
neighbors to strangers, the tears 
and pain of cancer, injustice, 
greed — let me say something 
about the biblical idea of being a 
“pilgrim.” 

Biblical note 
on‘pilgrim’ 

Before Exodus in the Bible 
comes Genesis, and after Peter’s 
pastoral letters in the Bible 
comes John’s Revelation of 
what’s Tinally going to happen. 
To note that booked order of the 
Bible about the beginning and 
ending of history is important .so 
we not define our human mean¬ 
ing as being one of exodus and 
pilgrim, as strangers passing 
through a foreign land. 

If you think as if the Bible 
starts with Exodus, you are like¬ 
ly to exaggerate liberation from 
the evil powers of the “Egyptian 
establishment” and promote hi.s- 
torical subversion or fervent 
prayer to get to heaven and out 
of here. 

The fact that Genesis is first 
and establishes that the human 

generations are here to cultivate 
the lord’s garden (evei. before 
sin laid us waste, Gen. 1:26-31), 
takes away any obsession for us 
to have to go somewhere else 
than the world where God pur¬ 
posely placed us, man and 
woman. 

The inspired fisherman- 
tumed-evangelist, Peter, refers 
in his letters to the persecuted 
Jewish Christians dispersed 
throughout Asia Minor as exiles 
sojourning, resident aliens in 
godless lands (1 Peter 1:1-2, 
2:11-17). But at the same time 
he reminds them that they are 
really “a royal priesthood” with 
“an indestructible inheritance” 
Christ is bringing back from 
heaven (1 Peter 2:5,9-10, 1:3-5). 

And that retum-to-earth 
theme is the very resounding 
climax of the last book of the 
Bible, reaching beyond “the 
Hebrews” who missed the 
promised patrimony (Heb. 
11:13-16, 39-40): the holy city 
of God .shall de.scend from 
heaven and God [himselt] will 
live among fhis] people fully 
restored from every nation under 
the sun, while rulers of the earth 
bring their cultural treasures 
purified into this celebrative 
feast for the Lamb on the new 
earth under an unpolluted .sky 
world without end (Rev. 21:1-4, 
22:1-5). 

No strangers to earth 
As I searched the Scriptures 

to prepare these remarks I dis¬ 
covered, to my surpri.se, it is less 
than biblical to think of yourself 
as one in the vocation of 
“pilgrim”! We who are in 
Christ, children of God, Creator 
of this world, are not wandering 
Jews, not Muslim pilgrims, not 
secular nomads. 

Sin and godless culture may 
make us feel sometimes like 
aliens and exiles. But humans 
arc not cosmic strangers to 
GtxI’s world, and the Holy 
Spirit-filled b(xly of single 
professional nurses, mothers and 
fathers of families, lawyers, 
bankers, garbage collectors 
(now called “solid wa.ste dis¬ 
posal and recycling 

specialists”), teachers or un¬ 
skilled laborers: we humans are 
defined by the ia.sk to lend 
obediently to the earth with the 
gifts the Lord who is a-coming 
gave us (Ps. 115:16-18, Malt. 
25, Eph. 4:1-16). 

It’s true. Scripture says we 
humans do not own anything 
outright: everything “in our pos- 
.session” is on loan from God, 
held by us in trust, including our 
precious lifetime of 70 or 80 
years. That’s why the LORD 
God forbade the Israelites sell¬ 
ing any land “in perpetuity” and 
instituted sabbatical years and 
the Year of Jubilee, so rich 
“Christian” nations could after 
awhile forgive iwo-thirds-world 
peoples their debts (Lev. 25). 

Fixed on Christ 
A world-flight policy, how¬ 

ever, is wrong-headed, says our 
Lord. Anybody willing to give 
up what is valuable to him or 
her for the sake of God’s 
redemptive rule will receive it 
all back a hundredfold in ihe.se 
days (with persecution!) as well 
as in the coming age, which 
shall endure forever (Luke 
18:18-30, Mall. 10:16-33, Col. 
2:8-23). 

Therefore, dear reader, if you 
already enjoy a heavenly 
citizenship (Phil. 3:20-4:1), 
keep your orientation fixed on 
the ascended Chri.st, who indeed 
has the power to rule human cul¬ 
ture now, engaging us as appren¬ 
tices (C’ol.3:l-17). Keep that 
eschatonic vision of Christ’s tri¬ 
umphal reclamation of culture 
coming vivid in your con.sciou.s- 
ness as you weather the tussle of 
history in your generation. 

1 know, there is a long-stand¬ 
ing habit of a.scelic Chri.stianity, 
from John the Bapiizer’s di.s- 
ciplcs who did not pick and eat 
com on the Sabbath or drink 
wine at weddings, to Non-con¬ 
formist Puritan John Bunyan’s 
solitary Pilgrim named “Chris¬ 
tian” who resolutely left the City 
of Destruction and slowly 
progressed to the Cele.stial City 
on the other side of the dark 
rolling river. I respect such 
serious pilgrims. 

But it is wrong, I think, to 
make an ascetic pilgrimage the 
norm for Chri.stian living. It is 
not the full counsel of God, as 
Paul puts it (Acts 20:17-27), to 
order life negatively in God’s 
world, denying one.self things, 
making constant sacrifices, 
since “everything created by 
God is good, and nothing is to 
be rejected provided it be 
received with thanksgiving, for 
then it is made holy by the word 
of God and prayer” (1 Tim. 4:1- 
5). 

Creational 
injunction 

Be joyfully thankful for 
creatural gifts. It is the amazing 
grace of God which elicits 
wonder from children who dis¬ 
cover at a seashore the laughing 
pleasure of having mud ooze in 
between your toes and of feeling 
the unexpected slap of God’s 
wemess on your bare back flung 
from a tumbling wave. It is a 
gift of God to go fly a kite and 
receive the nuanced knowledge 
of the wiggle of wind and the 
lug of air currents. 

And the LORD is glad for us 
to find out that trees are sexual, 
that butterflies grow out of 
caterpillars, and gorillas, in a 
normative zoo chewing on car¬ 
rots, are looking at us too. It is a 
great blessing for us humans to 
realize God’s sand, water, plants 
and animals are co-creatures 
with us and, like the sun, prai.se 
God more faithfully in their way 
than do we (Psalms 8, 19, 104). 

The good creation 
I’ll never forget the lighting 

and people movements around 
where I lay sprawled between 
the kitchen and the dining room 
in my childhood home when, 
precisely at 10 minutes past .six 
o’clock on Saturday evening. 
Sept. 5, 1936 — as I was follow¬ 
ing the large print in a book 
before me, perusing it on the 
flixir — suddenly I di.scovered I 
could read. 

“1 can read! 1 can read!” 1 
hollered, and ran to my mother 
doing dishes in the kitchen, and 
she had to stop and listen to me 
haltingly read. To make .sense 

suddenly out of mute written 
marks on paper seems almost 
like a miracle to the illiterate. 

It may take a while after a girl 
develops breasts and a boy ex¬ 
periences an erection to become 
at home in your .sexual cor¬ 
poreality. But the erotic solar 
plexus of shame and intimacy 
and mutual troth is an exquisite, 
playful place in God’s creation 
rich with poetry and caresses. It 
is a great privilege to enter and 
inhabit that place. 

Picking strawberries or wild 
huckleberries, fruit of vine and 
bush, free in the fields; or not 
being blind to that .soft incande.s- 
ceni sunlight after a supper hour 
when green foliage turns golden 
and shimmers like a bewitching 
hour; or the ability to weep 
quietly after .someone you love 
has been inexplicably, deeply 
hurt: God .sees all ihe.se creature- 
ly affairs and it is still good! (cf. 
Gen. 1). 

Be at home 
So, to bypass daily creatural 

realities provided us personally 
by God as if you have to get 
somewhere el.se for a .special 
blessing or an oracle — to Del¬ 
phi, Mecca, Lourdes, to “do” 
Jeru.salem as a tourist, or even to 
ascend to heaven — is to be un¬ 
grateful to our saving Creator 

Lord. 
Therefore, being fundamen¬ 

tally at home here as human 
creatures in God’s creation en¬ 
tails a way of life focussed in a 
joyful thankfulness to the LORD 
for all God’s creatural gifts. This 
orientation is basic to a reforma- 
lional Christian worldview. 

The whole third part of the 
Heidelberfi Catechism (1563) af- 
finns this position by expositing 
the Ten Commandments and the 
Lord’s Prayer as what structures 
the gratitude believers evidence 
after becoming holy-spirited 
redeemed sinners in God’s 
world 

Redemptive 
imperative 

Because the North Amcriean 
way of life is so deadly. Gtnl’s 
redeemed people should not go 
on pilgrimages! lliey should be 
building tent cities of refuge in- 
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sicad inside ihe Babylonic Em- 
pia*. Communal redemptive cul¬ 
tivation of the earth constitutes 
bringing the Gocxl News of 
Jesus Christ to your neighbor. 

That's the way it always hap¬ 
pens: in whatever area of culture 
Christ’s Body does a no-show, 
understandably that cultural 
arena goes to hell. If parents 
don't like the movies and videos 
available for their children to 
see, has it ever occurred to them 
to pray for us to ferment condi¬ 

tions where, over time, a body 
of informed, professionally 
competent young Christians 
could together eventually 
produce cinema for their great¬ 
grandchildren and neighbors? 
Cinema that would be more than 
uavelogues to Golgotha for 
showing in church basements or 
general audience flicks with 
Hollywoodish happy endings. 

Jesus himself prayed fervently 
to God (John 17) not to take his 
disciples out of this world, but 
to keep them from succumbing 
to the evil one as they went into 
the world to bring healing, the 
gospel of forgiveness and 
redirection in cultivating 

Shalom. 

The long haul 
To work communally at a 

redemptive culture in our 
secularized age sounds unreal 
unless you have a convicted, 
full-orbed reformational biblical 
vision of God’s sovereign rule 
over every bit of creation, and a 
biblical patience for the long 
haul. 

If you wanted to reform the 
scatological cabaret of Second 

City in downtown Chicago, or at 
the Doofpot in Amsterdam, it 
would take at least a generation 
to develop a repertoire of 
redemptive jokes that could 
catch the secularist off guard 
and draw a puzzled laugh. 

Many evangelical Christians 
want to get you saved, brother 
or sister, but after you’ve made 
the decision to stand up for 
Jesus, how do you then live in 
God’s world? 

Achievable goals 
1 don’t have something 

esoteric or idealistic in mind 
with “post-Pentecostal tent cities 
of refuge,” but something as 

down to earth as a healthy diet 
set up by parents for their 
children and house guests of 
which you eat more and weigh 
less so that fast f(K)d and junk 
f(H)d wrapped in plastic tastes 
counterfeit, like something over¬ 
sweet. 

A Christian philosophy which 
humbles theoretical thinking and 
can integrate encyclopedically 
emotional, social, ethical and 
economic facets of life is a wel¬ 
come refuge of meaning at the 

versity.” Such a phylosophy can 
sort out misformulated dilem¬ 
mas and locate g(X)d openings 
for analysis. 

A collection of short stories 
like Hugh C(X)k’s Cracked 
Wheat (1985). George 
Langbroek’s viscosity etching 
Home (1996), Peter Maxwell 
Davies’ “Eight Songs for a Mad 
King” (1969), can be places for 
discouraged unfortunates to take 
shelter for the time being, get 
their bearings, to be gentled by 
wry critique and trenchant in¬ 
sight so that he or she recog¬ 
nizes, thank God, that evil and 
p()wer-mongering shall finally 

not prevail over the meek. 
If the worshipping church 

gives only lip service to its con¬ 
fessing members who are strug¬ 
gling to serve the Lord in a 
Christian labor union in a mot¬ 
ley community of artistic .saints 
reaching out to passersby, then 
that organized ecclesiastical 
communion should be ashamed 
of itself. Such church leaders 
who may make pious pronoun¬ 
cements are still false to the 
godly calling of being per¬ 

secuted along with God’s people 
who suffer discrimination in our 
secularized daily life. 

Anointed agents of the 
Kingdom 

So for me, the most biblical, 
root metaphor for human lives 
which would be obedient to the 
LORD is for Christ’s followers 
to be not pilgrims en route to 
heaven but a remnant com¬ 
munity of royal priests in the 
order of Melchizedek (Ps. 110, 
Heb. 4:14-8:13). We must build 
tent cities of refuge in the very 
citadels of secularized culture 
for the outcasts God still wants 
to save and sanctify (cf. 1 Tim. 

4:6-10) through our ministra¬ 
tions, as we wait expectantly for 
the Lord to return to complete 
Christ’s rule of creation. 

Our daily work of parenting, 
journalism, nursing, buying and 
selling, or whatever it be that 
keeps us busy, fulfills the law of 
Christ, says Scripture, only if it 
is a channel of loving your 
neighbor, bearing their burdens 
(Rom. 13:8-10, Gal. 5:22-6:2). 
not nitpicking whether the “t” in 
your own particular orthodoxy 
and orthopraxy be perfectly 
crossed or not. 

So the only “pilgrimage” we 
royal priests are asked to make 
is to the worshipping church 
gathered on the weekly day of 
celebrative rest (Heb_ 10:19-25; 
cf. Ps. 122) where we may hear 
God’s sure Word proclaimed 
about the little stone not cut by 
human hands which shall some¬ 
day shatter the godless 
kingdoms in this world (Dan. 
2:1-45). And we may feast on 
the eucharist — thanksgiving! 
— while we sing, particularly, 
the medley of Psalms 120-134 
as we gird up our loins for daily 
life where the joy is still 
tempered by tears. 

We are not fugitives on the 
earth, not undercover agents, but 
“anointed ones” of the Holy 
Spirit (cf. Heidelberg 
Catechism, Q/A #32). called to 
build Spirit-filled tent cities of 
refuge even as we suffer being 
laughed at because of the sin 
that still captivates us and 
wastes our thanksgiving. 

We look forward to the 
cataclysmic return of Jesus 
Christ, when right-doing shall 
indeed finally be completely at 
home in God’s world (2 Pet. 
3:8-13). And we adopted 
children of God are assured by 
Psalm 23 that the Lord will give 
us what we need — even in the 
presence of enemies — to stay 
faithful, preserved in the hope of 
our Lord’s coming. 

Dr Calvin SrervelJ is senior member in 

philosophical aesthetics, emeritus, at the 

Institute for Christian Studies. Toronto. 

This article is a reworked version of an 

oral presentation made to Trinity 

College alumni in Palos Heights. III.. 

July 1997. It has henefitled. Seerveld 

says, from questions posed by Dr. 

Nelson Kloosterman of Mid-Amenca 

Reformed Seminary at their public 

exchange there on this topic, and by 

“supportive critical reading “ by 

Seerveld 's ICS colleague Dr. (Jeorge 

Varuiervelde  

George's Langbroek's colorful 
etching mixes fragments 

of artworks (Picasso’s Guernia, 
Gericault’s Raft of Medusa^ 
Van Gogh’s Potato Eaters) 

with current newspaper images 
of Vietnamese boatpeople and 

starving two-thirds world children 
while a Swiss Red Cross person 

grasps a crying, displaced 
child above the fray. 

The abstracting yellow against 
watery blue silhouettes the 

figures almost like a TV screen 
— is their loss and search for 

Home real? At the left is a 
bloody red band depicting 
someone tending care to a 

naked, sick woman. 
This artwork illumiunates the 

plight of homeless refugees 
focassed in the Christian 

act of visiting the helpless and 
providing relief amid the evil. 

ovcr-specializcd secular "multi¬ 
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Feature 

“Nervous illness: mvj burden, wvf blessin5 
Kenneth G. Hofman 

We aiiend the same church. 
She is a young woman who has 
sickle cell anaemia. Our pastors 
give us regular reports prior to 
the pastoral prayer that she is 
once again hospitalized, slaving 
off yet another infection or 
awaiting another surgery. I pic¬ 
ture her alone in some room in 
a hospital which is located hours 
from her home. I am pained for 
her. 

When she is able to make it to 
church. I sometimes search her 
out and ask her how she is 
doing. I reason that it can’t im¬ 
prove her physical condition, 
but perhaps I can lift her spirits, 
even if for just a moment. She 
bears with me through our brief 
conversations, a bit embarrassed 
with the attention which I pay to 
her affliction. She manages a 
brave smile when I tell her to 
“hang in there.” 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

He u.sed to attend my church 
The life experiences he 
described were diverse and 
colorful, fitting together like the 
shards of the splendid stained 
glass which adorn the church 
windows. He touched me with 
the de.scription of his life’s 
spiritual journey, a walk down a 
path which was winding and un¬ 
predictable. but also glorious. 
That his adventure ultimately 
converged with my own some¬ 
what linear route reaffirmed 
those tenets of the faith which 
my forebears taught me to 
revere. No one taught him to 
cherish our creeds; he arrived at 
that destination (the same as 
mine) on his own. Mainly for 
this reason. I enjoyed his com¬ 
pany. 

After one Sunday morning 
service, 1 asked how he was 
doing, selfishly hoping to 
engage him in a conversation 
which might include some of 
his insights. Instead, he said, 
“Not good. My doctor can’t 
seem to pre.scribe the right med¬ 
ication for my depression. It was 
a bad week for me.” After an 

eternal silence, my response was 
a compassionate and heartfelt; 
“Oh. That’s too bad.” 

That was ail. 
That was all? What was 

wrong with me? I know how to 
commiserate. Where was the 
sympathy? 

As I drove home, I searched 
for ju.stification for my response, 
or more accurately, my lack of 
rcspon.se. Then again, maybe it 
was actually more his problem 
than mine. If I had a wart 
removed from my backside, 
would 1 .spring that on him at 
church? Shouldn’t some things 

just be left unsaid? 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

I’m no doctor, but I know a 
g(K)d one. He explains to me 
that sickle cell anaemia is a 
genetic permutation which 
developed in certain inhabitants 
of Africa several generations 
ago. Sickle ceil likely originated 
in these individuals to allow 
them to ward off malaria, a dis- 
abilitating, infectious di.sea.se. 
This positive became a negative 
when it took on potentially 
deadly attributes and became a 
part of the genetic makeup 
which was passed from one 
generation to the next. 

I have now become a student 
of other maladies, the ones that 
impact the mind. I wish that I 
could report that my education 
sprang out of the insensitivity 1 
demonstrated to my other friend 
at church. Instead, problems of 
this sort had to hit a little closer 
to home before I was inspired ta 

inve.st some research time. 
Several months ago, I became 

increasingly aware that I was 
not coping well with .stress. I 
lead a .stre.ssful exi.stence, but I 
was responding to certain pres¬ 
sures in a manner dispropor¬ 
tionate to the actual circum¬ 
stances. I then began to ex¬ 
perience .some physical manifes¬ 
tations of stress: accelerated 
heart beat, .shortness of breath 
and a “band” around my head 
which became more acute as the 
level of my anxiety increa.sed. 
One night, I became paralized 
with fear of things which simply 
did not warrant that type of 
reaction. 

That same good doctor told 
me to do something about it. In 
short order, I found myself fill¬ 
ing a prescription - for Paxil, 
which is in the family of selec¬ 
tive serotonin reuptake in¬ 
hibitors (SSRIs). Prozac is the 
most well-known member of 
this family and is the leading 
prescription drug in America 
today. 

Like many others who have 
nervous illnesses, I have re¬ 
sponded very well to low levels 
of these medications. I also dis¬ 

covered that, in addition to the 
panic attacks, I was experienc¬ 
ing depression. The hidden 
benefit has been that the drugs 
have lifted the cloud that hung 
over my head even though I was 
unaware that a cloud was even 
there. SSRIs also are free of the 
addictive side effects which 
plagued prior generations of suf¬ 
ferers who typically had to 
resort to Valium for relief. I’m 
more productive at work than I 
was before. I am finding new 
joys in life which went un¬ 
noticed before. 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

My education continues. I 
have di.scovered that nervous ill¬ 
ness is .simply physical illness 
which happens to have an im¬ 
pact on a portion of the central 
nervous system rather than .some 
other part of the body. Qualita¬ 
tively, it is no different than high 
blood prc.ssure or diabetes in 
which the patient mu.st take 
maintenance drugs to moderate 
a chemical imbalance in the 
body. My chemical imbalance 
effects the level of adrenaline 
which my nervous system 
cau.ses to be released into my 
circulatory system. 

I can live with that. 
I have also learned that there 

is a strong genetic link 

assiKiated with ailments of the 
mind. The seeds for my respon.se 
to anxiety were .sown years 
before my birth in the genetic 
makeup of my ancestry. 

My doctor friend supports this 
premise. He explains that earlier 
generations may have needed 
exce.ss levels of adrenaline to 
respond to the sometimes harsh 
physical realities which accom¬ 
panied everyday life. However, 
this positive developed into a 
genetic di.sorder which may now 
be pas.sed along to succeeding 
generations. In North America, 
millions have diagnosed panic 
di.sorders. Millions of others 
have undiagno.sed disorders. The 
number of those suffering from 
depression is so large that one 
rarely .sees the same number in 
any two resources. 

I now start each day thanking 
my God and Father for bringing 
panic attacks into my life. 
Without them, I would have 
continued to try to cope, not 
even realizing the cloud over my 
head. I am also more empathetic 
to those around me regardless of 
the nature of their illness or 
trouble. 

Kenneth Hofman 

That friend who suffered from 
depression doesn’t attend our 
church anymore. I hope to see 
him .soon. I want to ask him how 
things are going and whether his 
doctor has been succe.ssful in 
prescribing the right medication 
for him. I will sham my own ex¬ 
periences with him. When we 
end this di.scu.ssion, I want to tell 
him that “1 will be praying for 
you; and by the way... hang in 
there.” 

Kenneth Hofmtm is an attorney amt 

partner with a (irand Rapids lawfii m. 

He ami his firm represent the U S. side 

of the Christian Reformed Church in 

North America.  
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Comment 

We’re just friends 

Have you ever seen the Him W\en Harry Met Sally...Harry is a lovable, 
cuddly kind of guy who einphalically dechires to Sally in dial obnoxious 
male way: “Men and women can’i be friends because ihe sex pari always 
gels in the way.” ll alinosi does for them; ihen. in the end, ihese iwo besi 

friends become partners for life. 
For years I have talked with my friends (of both sexes) about friendships 

between men and women and we generally agree, even if we don’t always 
say it out loud, that sexual attraction does get in the way. And knowingly, 
we lift our eyebrows and say, “Look at Harry and Sally!” 

Well. Peter, if When Harry Met Sally... was the romantic comedy to 
talk about for the past decade, I think this year’s My Best Friend's 
Wedding is definitely the film to encapsulate the sexual politics of the 

1990s_ 
The two .sexes are 

still best buddies, 
but now they can be 
best friends and not 
have sex with each 
other. Mind you, the 
not-having-sex part is 
not due to some 
renewed sense of 
morality, but becau.se 
the other person is 
either: (1) with some¬ 
one else; or (2) gay. 

But in the end 
everyone is happy be¬ 
cause they’re all 
friends. And they no 
longer need sex to be 
intimate with each 
other. It’s not ju.st in 
the movies: two of 
the most popular sit¬ 

coms today, “Friends” and “Seinfeld,” are about groups of friends who 
do everything with each other but sleep together, (or, if they do pair 
off with each other, it definitely never works out). 

I find it most interesting that this phenomenon, or whatever you call 
it. has actually been validated in popular culture. Without even getting 
into discussing the sex pan, I think the most solid romantic relation¬ 
ships are built on friendship: Harry and Sally belonged together be¬ 
cause they were friends, and My Best Friend’s Wedding asserts that 
being friends with someone is more important than being in love with 
them. 

Maybe older folks would see this “just wanting to be friend.s” as 
further evidence of that lacking-commitment thing our generation is 
typecast with. I see it as a much healthier way of relating to your 
peers. Sure, it’s great when things work out and two people fall in love 
and want to spend the rest of their lives together. But it’s also great 
when two people (or more) enjoy being friends and spend all their 
lime with each other and tell each other everything. 

Kind of a sub.stiiute-family thing happening, but really important 
when one is alone. 

1 like a bit of escapism every now and then, but romantic comedies 
are so predictable. (Julia Roberts is a little too predictable loo — 1 fail 
to see why she’s so attracted to scripts set in hotel rooms.) So il’.»j 
refreshing to see a little bit of reality up there on the big screen; even 
if they are all stunningly attractive people with lots of money, they’re 
all “ju.st” friends. 

Go see My Best Friend's Wedding. Peter. And let me know what you 
think. 

Julianne (Julia Roberts (1.)) and Kimmy 
(Cameron Diaz) become unwitting rivals for 
Kimmy's fiance in My Best Friend’s Wedding. 

Two 
under 35 

•^^ocku.c 

Peter Schuurman Elizabeth .Salomons 

I don’t go to loo many movies, and 1 had never heard of iJiis movie you mention. So 1 
called up a buddy and we zipped over to the local cinema to review the film and investigate 

the issue you raised. 
Standing in line to get tickets, we looked at the poster for the film. It had a large photo of 

Julia Roberts’ face above a wedding cake, where the little wax bride was tumbling over. 1 
got a sick feeling in my stomach. Marketing says it all. This was going to be what you 
generously refer to as a “romantic comedy” — more commonly, if derogatorily, labelled 
lhc.se days as a “chick Hick.’’ 

When we got into the theatre our worst fears were confirmed. The place was full of young 
women, couples, and a few of the older crowd. As two tall young males, we felt like 
trespa.ssers, or at the very least, dreadfully lost. 

“Men in Black is playing next door,” my friend whispered. “We could watch that instead, 
and afterwards ask someone from here what happened in the movie.” 

“No,” I said bravely. “We’re going to sit through this and give a fair appraisal.” (1 say 
“bravely” here, but to be honest, 1 like brutal violence even less than kii.sch.) 

So we .snuck quietly into a comer of the theatre and watched the movie, with die “Can 
women and men ju.st be friends?” question in the forefront of our minds. 

If you had a.skcd me outright, 1 would have .said that, yes, it’s true, we live in a co-ed 
world. Girls play in “boys’” softball leagues, universities have co-ed dorms, and in some 
churches, you can sit beside a member of the opposite sex and not be expected to be 
engaged. Gender roles are becoming more fluid, and men and women can relate on the basis 
of shared work or interests rather than only romance or iLs possibility. 

Now in this “movie” — what I would call a “Three’s Company” episode stretched out to 
an hour and a half, with all the characteristic .scheming and lying, and dialogue that’s about 
as deep and substantial as a plate of Frool Loops — 1 don’t think anytliing different was 
portrayed than in When Harry Met Sally. They hint at one point that they had sex years ago, 
and actually, the entire thrust of the movie is that Julianne is trying desperately to crash the 
wedding so she can marry her “best friend” herself. 

The point seems to be that men and women can be friends, but one or the other is 
probably thinking about more — or should have thought of more. So while biology is not 
destiny, it’s probably a tendency. 

Reflecting on this experience, 1 stumbled on to another issue: Can two men attend a 
movie together and not feel self-conscious about being thought of as a couple? Can men be 
“just friends”? (1 had a friend once who refused to walk with me through the grocery store. 
“Meet you at the car in 15 minutes,” he said. “Otherwise people will think we’re gay.”) 

What’s happening to the world? Love, sex and friendship arc all blurring into each other! 
Yet I believe that real friendship is .still possible in this world. Like healing and grace, it’s 
.something that just happens. 

ypuJi^ icoHCcia^ic^ pumnd, 

y044A^pOpCOJm-^ mumckina 

olifaJmiU Elizabeth Salomons u a freelance editor who lives in Toronto amt is a member of 

First CRC there. Peter Schuurman u the Christian Reformed Church s chaplain at 

Brock University. He's a member of Jubilee Fellowship CRC in St. Catharines. 
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Education/Environment 

The (scientific) wisdom 
of youth 

The beguiling ideas about 
science quoted here were 
gleaned from essays, exams and 
classroom discussions and 
posted on the Internet. Most 
were from Grade 5 and 6 stu¬ 
dents. They illustrate Mark 
Twain's contention that the 
“most interesting information 
comes from children, for they 
tell all they know and then 
stop." 

+ One horsepower is the 
amount of energy it takes to 
drag a horse 500 feet in one 
second. 

+ You can listen to thunder 
after lightening and tell how 
close you came getting hit. If 
you don’t hear it, you got hit, so 
never mind. 

Talc is found on rocks and 
on babies. 

+ The law of gravity says no 
fair jumping up without coming 
back down. 

+ When they broke open 
molecules, they found they were 
only stuffed with atoms. But 
when they broke open atoms, 
they found them stuffed with ex¬ 
plosions. 

+ When people run around 
and around in circles we say 
they arc crazy. When planets do 
it we say they are orbiting. 

+ Rainbows are just to look 
at. not to really understand. 

+ While Earth seems to be 
knowingly keeping its distance 
from the sun, it is really only 
certificating. 

+ Someday we may discover 
how to make magnets that can 
point in any direction. 

+ South America has cold 
summers and hot winters, but 
somehow they still manage. 

+ Most books now say our 
sun is a star. But it still knows 
how to change back into a sun in 
the daytime. 

+ Water freezes at 32 degrees 
Fahrenheit and boils at 212 
degrees. There are 180 degrees 
between freezing and boiling be¬ 
cause there are 180 degrees be¬ 
tween north and south. 

+ A vibration is a motion that 
cannot make up its mind which 
way it wants to go. 

+ There are 26 vitamins in all, 
but some of the letters are yet to 
be discovered. Finding them all 
means living forever. 

+ There is a tremendous 
weight pushing down on the 
centre of the earth because of so 
much population stomping a- 
round up there these days. 

+ Lime is a green-tasting 
rock. 

+ Many dead animals in the 
past changed to fossils while 
others preferred to be oil. 

+ Genetics explain why you 
look like your father and if you 
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Seeing is 
hardly ever 
believing 

CieatioiL waits.. 

John Wood 

He walked into camp with the 
air of the seasoned trail veteran. 
“Is this it? Is this all there is to 
the great Skokie Valley?” he 
blurted at us. We were standing 
in the trees, not far from a 
stream that meandered down from twin glacial 
lakes. These gems, and most of the valley, were 
hidden from view at our vantage point. 

“Well, yes, this is it,” I said. “And if you go 
over a bit there is another vista...,” but he 
didn’t hear me. “Who put that lodge there? 
What an eyesore,” he accused. “I’ve heard so 
much about this place, but it sure doesn’t live 
up to its reputation.” By this time we were all 
back on our mental heels, trying to think of a 
sensible reply. We were standing in a wonder¬ 
ful valley, a crossroads with off-shoots in four 
directions, just right for day hikes and moun¬ 
tain scrambling. But be missed it completely. 

He came looking for what he wanted the val¬ 
ley to be and missed the real thing by a mile. 
This all started me thinking. It’s like that with 
the church too. People come in seeking some¬ 
thing, but miss the real thing. 

The creation story 
The ancient Hebrews didn’t want to miss the 

message. So they repeated it over and over, one 
generation to the next. In Psalm 33 for in¬ 
stance, it says that righteousness, justice and 
mercy flow by the word of the creator. Have 
you ever wondered why the phrase “maker of 
heaven and earth” is invoked again and again? 
So that they wouldn’t miss this crucial fact. 

The one who redeems us is the God of all 
creation (see Psalm 121 or Isa. 42:5-7 or Isa. 
44:22-26). The creation should be a source of 
joy and wonder to us. It should be a voice call¬ 
ing us to God (Psalm 19:1-6). When Job was in 
his greatest need God spoke to him by pointing 
to the creation. Tbis “speech” by God to Job 
about the creation is the longest single recorded 
discourse by God in the Bible (Job 38-41). 

There was a message in the creatures that Job 
had never heard before. Today, it still takes a 
careful ear to hear that mes.sage. 

Is that all there is? 
If it were easy to understand the gospel mes¬ 

sage, perhaps everyone would believe. There is 
something paradoxical in the nature of God’s 
revelation. Even when we gaze on the beauty 
of creation — the mountains, oceans or a desert 
sunset — the message they have to tell easily 
escapes us. 

The voice of creation is without words, yet 
powerful, nevertheless. Today, with our RVs, 
professionally guided tours and even electroni¬ 
cally enhanced nature trails you would think 
that the voice of nature would be plain. We 
have all the gear for seeing nature. The best 
clothes, mosquito repellent and latest gizmos 
that money can buy. We stand for a few mo¬ 
ments in front of a message that was carved out 
over a million years. “So is that all there is?” 

Then we take off for the next stop on the 
trip. Getting there and home again is more im¬ 
portant than being there. It seems that we con¬ 
sume nature the same way we do other 
“products” in our society. And when the 
guidebooks tell us one story but nature seems 
to speak another, we get mad at nature! It lets 

us down. 
The hiker on the trail is typical of so many of 

us, frustrated with a world that doesn’t meet 
our expectations. Maybe we just need to slow 
down and listen again to that ancient story of 

creation. 

John R. Wood teaches environmental science at The King's 

University College, Edmonton. 

don’t why you should. 
+ Vacuums are nothings. We 

only mention them to let them 
know we know they’re there. 

Some oxygen molecules 
help fires bum while others help 
make water, so sometimes it’s 
brother against brother. 

•f Some people can tell what 
time it is by looking at the sun. 
But I have never been able to 
make out the numbers. 

+ We say the cause of per¬ 
fume disappearing is evapora¬ 
tion. Evaporation gets bl^ed 
for a lot of things people forget 
to put the top on. 

To most people solutions 
mean finding the an.swers. But 
to chemists solutions are things 
that are still all mixed up. 

+ In looking at a drop of 
water under a microscope, wc 

find there are twice as many H’s 
as O’s. 

+ Clouds are high flying fogs. 
•K I am not sure how clouds 

get formed. But the clouds know 
how to do it, and that is the im¬ 
portant thing. 

Clouds just keep circling 
the earth around and around. 
And around. There is not much 

else to do. 
+ Water vapor gets together in 

a cloud. When it is big enough 
to be called a drop, it does. 

+ Humidity is the experience 
of looking for air and finding 
water. 

+ Wc keep track of the 
humidity in the air so we won’t 
drown when we breathe. 

+ Rain is often known as soft 
water, oppositely known as hail. 

Rain is saved up in cloud 

banks. 
+ In some rocks you can find 

the fossil footprints of fishes. 
+ Cyanide is so poisonous 

that one drop of it on a dog’s 
tongue will kill the strongest 

man. 
+ A blizzard is when it snows 

sideways. 
+ A hurricane is a breeze of a 

bigly size. 
+ A monsexm is a French 

gentleman. 
+ Thunder is a rich source of 

loudness. 
■f Isotherms and isobars are 

even more important than their 
names sound. 

•f It is so hot in some places 
diat the people there have to live 

in other places. 
+ The wind is like the air. 

only pushier. 
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5205 Harvester Rd. #2 

Burlington, ON L7L 6B5 

1-800-PIANO-81 

HARRY HOUTMAN, M.A., C.F.P. 

Financial Planner for 
Wills, Estates, Taxes, Charitable OiAs 

Confidential consulution without obligation 

CHRISTIAN BLIND MISSION INT’L 

PO Box 800, StoufTVille, ON L4A 7Z9 
(905) 640-6464 

*David den *BoeT 

'?*Tlii!RTEREDACCOUNTAN^^ 

specializing In 

small businesses and charities 

241 Bonavonturo Dr., Hamilton L9C 4R1 
Tel: (905)389-2670 Fax: (905)389-6268 | 

Gary van Eyk, CM A 
Certiftrd Managemrnt Accountant 

Providing services In 
• Management Accounting 
• Income Taxes 
• Financial Planning 

3S0 Scott St. (Scott Vint Plaza) 
St. CatharlOM, ON L2N 6T4 • (905) 645-7331 

Serving the Mlaalaeauga/Oakviire area 

RE/MAX REALTY 
Enterprises Inc. 
1697 Lakeshore 

Rd. W. 
Mississauga, ON 
L5J 1J4 

George Kloet (»°5) »55 22oo 

A Classic Touch with the Dutch. 

WOODY NOOK 
Bed & Breakfast 

c/o C, & T. Janssens 
943-1 St Concession Road, R.R. #6 

Thunder Bay, ON P7C 5N5 

(807)473-9654 

Stamford 
Home Hardware 

The Fire Race Experts 
Toro Power Equipment 

3639 Portage Rd. Bert Pnnzen 
Niagara Falls, ON (905) 356-2921 
L2J 2K0 Fax (905)356-7360 

^^illage *E)nteriord 
custom drapery • Venetians 
bedspreads * woven woods 

comforters • vertical blinds 
roll blinds • pleated shades 

California • viginetie shades 
shutters * lumineite sheers 

silhouette shades 

Clem Bezemer 
(905) 945-8008 

RAMAKKR’S 
IMPORTS INC. 

We specialize In 
DUTCH FOOD-CHEESE CHOCOLATE TEXTILE i GIFTS 

ID 

11 Livingstone Ave., 
GRIMSBY, ON L3M 1K6 

579 Ontario Street 
St.CetharInee, ON L2N 4N4 

Canada 

HENRY RAMAKER 
Pres 

(905)934-6454 

• interior and exterior 

wood and steel doors 

REGIONAL ’ 
Contact: 
Ted Van Geest 

Regional Doors & Hardware (Niagara) Ltd. 

44 Scott St. W., Box 2107 Station B, 

St. Catharines, ON L2M 6P6 
Phone: (905) 684-8161; Fax: (905) 684-7331 

FUNERAL HOME 

75 Church St., St. Catharines 

684-6346 

24 Hours 

Serving the community for 151 years. 

IAN H. RUSSELL 

ADA REALTY 
LTD. 
Suite 404, 2011-137 Ave 
Edmonton, AB T5A 4W2 
Tel. (403) 473-6149. 

DUTCH TOKO 
European Imports 

118 Wyndham St. N. 

Guelph 622-4690 

Mountain Plaza Mall 
Hamilton 383-2981 

Country Fair Plaza 

Ancaster 648-5339 

Haalboom & Schafer 
Barristers Solicitors Notaries 

Richard Rijk Haalboom 
Q.C.,B.A..LL.B. 

The Prudential Centre, 101 Frederick St., 
SuHe 602 (6th fir.) 
Frederick Tower Phone: (519) S79-2920 
Kitchener, ON Fax: (S19) 576-0471 
N2H 6R2 

150 Chatham St. 

Second Root 

Hamilton, ON 

L8P 2B6 

Charles R. Greenham ba, cga 

Certified Ger^eral Accountant 

350 Scott Streot, UnN #17 
St. Cattiortr>#t, Ontario 

L2N6T4 

BUS: (905) 646-4515 RES: (905) 935-3337 

TB.(B06)aaa-ai38 
FAX (gos) 666 7061 
•CS (BOq 692-4720 

a CHURCH STHEET 

8T CATFMwi^ON 

MARK D. ESHUIS, B.A., LL.B. 
BARRISTER - SOUCITOR - NOTARY PUBLIC 

RAKKER ATAMANUK 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

Canada Tmst House 

Second Floor 

60 James St. 

St. Catharines, ON Albert J. Bakker 
L2R7J8 (905)688-1520 

For all your printing needs 

1 colour to full colour process 

flyers, books, catalogues, magazines, etc. 

call Brian Bezemer at 

(905) 528-4088 or 1-800-247-0155 

MAGNAVOX-HITACHI - ZENITH sales A SERVICE 
TE LE VISION - RADIO - STEREO 

ANTENNA installation & REPAIRS 

GARY VAN DYK 
Serving the Niagara area lorJOyaars. 

GRANTHAM 
TV CENTRE LTD I 

)9IVINE St SI CATHARINES ONI 
Phon«»34 9962 I 

934 99641 

Serving the Kitchener-Waterloc 

area In real estate. 

Jake Benjamins 
Broker 

RES: (519) 749-1641 BUS: (519) 885-6190 

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME 

287 STATION ST., 

SMITHVILLE. ON LOR 2A0 

Serving Families For 4 Generations 
DifKtOr. -gQg. 

Gove C. Merritt 
Thomas C. Merritt 957-7031 

^’s Auto Body 
ameville) Inc. 

Serving Beamsville and Area since 1969 
CorT4)lete Collision Repairs • Quality Retinishing 

Jerry Gerrltsen 5529 Regional Rd. #81 
Alan Gerrtteen Beamsville, ON LOR 1B3 

Phone/Fax: (905) 563-7702 

Financial Centre Securities Corporation 

BEN VAN HOFFEN 

Investment Advisor 

so Mam Street West 

Grimsby. Ontario L3M 1R4 

Tel (905) 94S-858S j 
Fax (905) 945-62221 

Building Nour Wc.illh 

/<RT'STOOLS/1LESi 
BiSERk'ICE'^TO 
10 NIHAN DRIVE. 
SlCAmARINRONl 
L2NIU 
646-0728 

Aart van Krimpen 

Winter Bookkeeping & Tax Servicea 

Emma Winter 

— Full Bookkeeping Services — TaxRelum Preparalloo 

— Financial Statementi — Mau Mailing Services 

Glendale Motors 

e ter vtoe wtxji we Mir 
OfBce: (905) 563-4471 

Home: (905) 563-4681 

4134 Moualala Si. 

P.O. Box 144 

BeaauvUk, ON LOR 180 

407 Wilson St., Ancaster 

Just west of Mohawk on Hwy. #2 

We supply propane 

gyO Rob Brouwer 
WfoSm Doug Kloet O 

(905)648-4113 

SHall 

Adrian Kloet 
(owner) 

Ottawa, Nepean 
Kanata 

Sisco Reitsma 
Ragiitarad Relocation Specialwl 

RE/MAX Metro City Realty ■ 
2255 Carling Ave., Ottawa, ON K2B 7ZS 
(613) 596-5353 or (613) 596-1238 
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Classifieds 

ClaMifled Rates Births Obituaries Obituaries Obituaries 

(Revised February 1.1995) 
Births .$25.00 
Marriages & Engagements $40.00 
Anniversaries.$45.00 
2-coiumn anniversanes . $90.00 
Obituaries.$45.00 
Notes of thanks.$35.00 
Birthdays .$40.00 
All other one^^olumn classified 
advertisements: $15.00 per column 
inch. NOTE; Minimum fee is $15.00. 
Letter under file number $35.00 
extra. Photos; $25.00 additional 
charge. 
Note: All rates shown above are 
GST inclusive 
ATTENTION! 
a) Christian Counar rasatwas the 
right to print classifieds using our 
usual format, 
b) A sheet with information about an 
obituary sent by funeral homes is 
nof acceptable since it leads to er¬ 
rors and confusion. 
c) Photographs sent by fax are not 
acceptable. If you wish a photo in¬ 
cluded, send us the original. 
d) Chnstian Courier will not be 
responsible for any errors due to 
handwritten or phoned-in advertise¬ 
ments. 
e) The rate shown above for clas¬ 
sifieds covers any length up to five 
column inches. Christian Courier 
reserves the right to charge for addi¬ 
tional column inches at the rate of 
$15.00 per column inch (GST ind.). 
NEWLYWEDS A NEW PARENTS 
We offer a one-year subscription for 
only $25.00 (GST incl.) to the 
couples whose wedding is an¬ 
nounced in the Christian Courier 
and to the parents of the child 
whose birth announcement appears 
in our paper. To faalitate matters, 
we encourage those who request 
the wedding or birth announcement 
to enclose $25.00 and the couple's 
correct address. 
Christian Courier 
4-261 Martindale RcL 
St Catharines, ON L2W 1A1 
Phone; (906) 682-8311 
Fax: (906) 682-8313 

Marriages 

T- BREUKELMAN^OKMA; 
Fred and Sylvia Breukelman are 
pleased to announce the marriage 
of their son 

BRIAN MICHAEL 
to 

NICOLE JOY 
daughter of Hilbert and Mary Bokma 
of Fenwick, Ont. The marnage took 
place in the Fenwick Chr. Ref 
Church on June 7, 1997. 
Wedding text; Psalm 19:14. 
Their address; Brian and Nicole 
Breukelman, 5171 Main St., Box 67. 
Wellandport, ON LOR 2J0 

JAGT (nee TIGCHELAAR): 
Brian and Sheila praise God for the 
safe arrival of their second child 

ASHLEY BRIANNE 
bom May 15, 1997, a little sister for 
Tyler Hunter. 
Delighted grandparents are John 
and Mary Jagt of Oakville, Ont., and 
Ed and Karen Tigchelaar of Carlisle, 
Ont. Proud great-grandparents are 
Jack and Jean Rinsema of Min¬ 
neapolis, Minn., Arend and Nan Jagt 
of Brampton, Ont., Jack and May 
Goodbrand of Burlington, Ont., and 
George and Betty Tigchelaar of Car¬ 
lisle, Ont. 
Address; 116 Mill Street North, 
Waterdown, ON LOR 2H0 

Anniversaries 

1957 September 13 1997 
Wellandport Fonthill 
With praise and thanksgiving to 
God, we joyfully announce the 40th 
wedding anniversary of our parents 
and grandparents 

BOB and GAY SCHOTANUS 
(nee SJAARDA) 

We thank them for their love and 
support and pray that God will bless 
them, arid us, with many more years 
together. 
Congratulations Dad, Mom, Grand¬ 
pa and Grandmal This is truly a day 
to celebrate. 
With much love from; 
Chris & Don DeGraaf— Niagara Falls, 

Ont. 
Melissa, Laura 

Teresa & Peter Kowalski — Fonthill, 
Ont. 

Nathan, Robyn 
Robert Schotanus — Toronto, Ont. 

Inky 
Psalm 55;22a. 
Home address; 11 Cherry St., 
Fonthill, ON LOS lEO 

Guelph Brampton 
1957 August 31 1997 
In thankfulness for God’s steadfast 
love, we rejoice with our parents 

JOHN and HENNIE TOP 
for 40 years of God’s continuous 
grace. We thank our parents for the 
love which they have shown us 
throughout the years. They have 
both been true Christian models in 
our lives. We pray God will continue 
to bless them together for many 
more years. We also thank the Lord 
with them for the two new additions 
to the family in the month of August. 
Sue, their new daughter-in-law and 
Julie, their new granddaughter. 
Ed Top — Toronto, Ont. 
Betty & Pat Panza — Mississauga, 

Ont. 
David, Michael, Julie 

Sharon & Bojce Gntter Abbotsford, 
B.C. 

Travis, Connor, Evan 
Andrew & Sue Top 
Address. 100 County Crt., PH #2, 
Brampton, ON L6W 3Xl 

Niawier, Fr.. the Netherlands 
Oct. 31, 1911 - July 28. 1997 

After a short illness the Lord took 
home our dear father 

JAN HARMS 
Predeceased by his wife Alida 
Strybis (Nov. 5, 1988). 
Romans 8:37-39. 
Nothing can separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 
Peter & Lucy VanderKooi — 

Burlington 
Gerald & Margaret VanderKooi — 

Campbellville 
Dear opa of eight grandchildren and 
12 great-grandchildren. 
The funeral service was held on July 
31, 1997, in the Gereformeerde 
Kerk in Niawier, the Neth. 
Correspondence address: 
Peter and Lucy VanderKooi, 
694 Penny Lane. Burlington, ON 
L7T 4J1 
Gerald and Margaret VanderKooi, 
Box 252, Campbellville, ON LOP 
IBO 

Amm, Fr. Whitby, Ont. 
April 14, 1910 - Aug. 20, 1997 

MARTEN HIEMSTRA 
age 85, passed away to be with the 
Lord on Aug. 20, 1997. He was 
raised in the Netherlands and lived 
in the Bowmanville and Whitby, 
Ont., area for the past 33 years. 
His wife Alice vender Meulen pre¬ 
deceased him in 1995. 
He is survived by one brother, 
Sietse, his sisters-in-law Anneke 
Hiemstra, Anne Hiemstra, Maartje 
vender Meulen, all from the Neth. 
Loving father of: 
Frank & Grace Hiemstra — 

Bowmanville, Ont. 
Wilma & Miner Brink — Newcastle, 

Ont. 
Gerrit & Rita Hiemstra — Navan, Ont. 
Dear Pake and Great-Pake of 13 
grandchildren and 14 great-grand¬ 
children. 
Our comfort is that Jesus gained 
victory in his life and he is now with 
his Savior. 
The funeral was held at the 
Maranatha Chr. Ref. Church on 
Aug. 23,1997, in Bowmanville, Ont., 
Pastor Mike Miedema officiating. 
Bible passage. Psalm 27. 
Correspondence address: Miner 
and Wilma Brink, 686 Regional Rd. 
17, Newcastle, ON LIB 1L9 

For Rent 

For Rent; Need a clean place to 
stay in Florida this winter? Mobile 
homo in Central Rorida, close to 
CRC/Ref. Church. Two miles to 
Cypress Gardens. Adult park (2 
pars. only). Book now. Special rates 
before January 1 st and for season 
rental Please call (705) 326-4274. 

Aug. 14, 1938 - Aug. 25. 1997 
“But now, thus says the Lord, who 
created you, O Jacob, And He who 
formed you, O Israel; 'Fear not. for I 
have redeemed you; I have called 
you by your name; You are Mine. 
When you pass through the waters, 
I will be with you; And through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow you. 
When you walk through the fire, you 
shall not be burned. Nor shall the 
flame scorch you. For I am the Lord 
your God, The Holy One of Israel, 
your Savior” (Isa. 43:1,2,3a, NKJ). 
On Aug. 25, 1997, our heavenly 
Father, in His infinite wisdom took to 
Himself, after a courageous struggle 
with cancer, our dear brother 

KLAAS HUIZINGA 
at the age of 59. 
He was the beloved husband of 
Grace (nee Feddema), father of six 
children and grandfather of 13 
grandchildren. 
Dear brother of: 
Ann & Bill DeBoer—'Wyoming 
Gary & Tina Huizinga — Wainfleet 
Henry & Margaret Huizinga — 

Wainfleet 
Sylvia & Fred Breukelman — 

Smith ville 
Betty & George Gritter — Ridgeville 
We love Grace very much and pray 
God will renew her strength, mount 
her up with wings like eagles so she 
may run and not be weary, walk and 
not faint. 
Correspondence address: 
Grace Huizinga, R.R. 1. Petrolia, 
ON NON1R0 

Unexpectedly, but peacefully, 
JANE VAN SETTEN 

(nee DE BOER) 
passed away at the Oakville Trafal¬ 
gar Memorial Hospital on Sept. 1, 
1997, in her 85th year. 
She was received by the Lord while 
surrounded by the love and 
presence of her family, friends and 
her pastor. Dean Skinner. 
Jane was bom in Leeuwarden, the 
Neth., on Jan. 10,1913, and was the 
dear wife of the late Harry Van Set- 
ten. 
She was a devoted mother to their 
children; 
Jane Van Streun — the Neth. 
Renate Van der Gnend — Montreal 
Garry Van Setten — Vancouver 
Marianne Hawthorne — Oakville 
Olga Tigchelaar-Van Setten — 

Montreal 
Margaret Van Houwelingen — Grand 

Haven 
Charlotte Van der Sar — Woodbndge 
As a cherished mother of seven, 
grandmother of 17 and great¬ 
grandmother of 16, Jane will always 
be dearly loved and remembered. 
The funeral took place on Sept. 5, 
1997, at the Evangel Pentecostal 
Church, Oakville, Ont., Pastor Dean 
Skinner officiated. Interment at 
Saint Jude's Cemetery. 

The Lord took home our loving 
father, grandfather and great-grand¬ 
father 

RALPH SLUMP 
on Aug. 24, 1997, at the age of 85 
years. 
Bom on Fob. 24. 1912, in Echten, 
Fr, the Noth. 
Beloved husband of Audrey. 
Dear father of: 
Wilma & Peter Baihuizen — 

Oakwood, Ont 
Bemie & Mary Slump — West 

Flamborough, Ont 
Sandra & Dick Koning — Caledonia, 

Ont 
Gerda & Heinz Lycklama — Everett, 

Wash. 
Predeceased by infant daughter 
Wiepkje, and by grandson Bemie 
Ralph John Slump. Loved Pake of 
19 grandchildren and 25 great¬ 
grandchildren. 
Brother of Janny Riowald of Bur¬ 
lington, Ont. Also survived by one 
brother and two sisters in the 
Netherlands. 
“I have engraved you on the palms 
of my hands" (Isa. 49; 16a). 
Correspondence address; Mrs. 
Audrey Slump, 3280 New Street. 
Apt. 310, Burlington, ON L7N 3L4 

Noordwijk Burnaby 
the Neth. B.C. 

Oct 15. 1910-Aug. 19, 1997 
JOHANNES VEGT 

went home to be with his Lord, at 
age 86. 
He will be lovingly remembered by 
Cornelia, his wife of almost 60 
years, and his children; 
John & Florence Vegt — Burnaby, 

B.C. 
Ineke & Danny Den Hoed — Sunay, 

B.C. 
Jacques & Jeannette Vegt — 

Burnaby, B.C. 
Ernst Vegt — New Westminster. B.C. 
Corry & Henry Koch —• Maple Ridge, 

B.C. 
Sonya & John Vriezen — Chilliwack. 

B.C. 
as well as 20 grandchildren and 17 
great-grandchildren. 
“Our help comes from the Lord, the 
maker of heaven and earth” (Ps. 
121). 
A memorial service was held on 
Tuesday. Aug. 28. 1997, in the First 
Chr. Ref. Church of New West¬ 
minster, B.C., Rev. Al Helder of¬ 
ficiating. 
Correspondence address; 8074- 
19th Ave., Burnaby, BC V3N 1G3 

Church News 

Christian Reformed Church 

Calls declined: 
— Wallaceburg, Ont., Candidate 
Arthur Vsrboon. 

Calls accepted: 
— Maranatha, Edmonton. Alta., 
Candidate Arthur Vsrboon. 



PAGE 17 

Classifieds 

Obituaries Job Opportunities Job Opportunities 

Ohebergen Sarnia 
Jan. 4. 1920 -July 16. 1997 

“Those who wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength" (Isa. 40:31a) 
The Lord called his child 

JOHN VEENENDAAL 
He died peacefully at his home at 
the age of 77. 
Dear husband of Jacoba Veenen- 
daal 
Father of: 
Joanne & Walter Stemberger 
Mary Ann & JeH Morrell 
Grandpa of Nadia. J.J. and Robbie. 
The funeral service was held at the 
Second Chr. Ref. Church. Sarnia. 
Ont.. on July 21. 1997. with Rev. H. 
Oe Bolster officiating. Interment at 
Lakeview Cemetery. 
Correspondence address: Mrs. 
Jacoba Veenendaal. 1006-1270 
Pontiac Crt.. Samia. ON N7S 4M9 

Travel 

GOING TO HOLLAND 
FOR VACATION? 

Why not rent a 

VACATION APARTMENT 
and visit tamity and sight-sse 

at your leisure. 
CENTRALLY LOCATED 

nearAPELDOORN. 
Year-round accommodations. 

FOR BROCHURE OR 
MORE INFORMATION CALL 

Harold or Nallia at 
(905)916-7191 or fax us at 

(905) 915-3007 

e-mail: hamelSidiract.com 

Personal 

ONE TO ANOTHER 
Chnstian companion magazine. 

Hundreds of readers Canada-wide 
Single issue $5. 

Write to: 
#12 923 2nd Ave. S. 

Lethbridge, AB T1J 0C7 

Hoiantf —^ 
TTayal 

DCA Travel 

Toronto 416-224-5211 
Toll-Free (Canada wide) 

1-800-667-2525 
Fax 416-224-0842 
Grimsby 905-945-3301 

Burlington 905-522-8602 
EmBrg0ncy S^rvicB Availmbl» 

Busineea A Vacation Travel 

Salem Christian Mental Health Association 
immediately requires a 

Promotion-Development 
Co-ordinator 

This contract (part-time) position is for someone who is able 
to raise the awareness and profile of Salem and establish and 
maintain an adequate supporting constituency. 

Essential to the position are: 
• excellent communication skills (verbal and written) 
• an awareness and interest in mental health issues 
• ability to work independently 
• availability to travel in southern Ontario 
• computer skills an asset 

We offer a pleasant work environment, a competitive salary, 

and travel allowance. 

Send application and resume to: 
Rev. Albert Dreise 

Salem Christian Mental Health Association 
512-1 Young St., Hamilton, ON L8N 1T8 

Phone: (905) 528-0353; Fax: (905) 528-3562 

Miscellaneous 

Brock University 
Campus Ministries  

Events 

Dtcew Retidfnc* • Brock Univ«r»ity • L2S 3A1 • 905/689-5550 X 3134 

Going to Brock University? Stop by and say hello to the CRC 
chaplain, Peter, Schuurman. He is located at Campus Ministries, 
Decew Residence 202, phone extension 3134, (home 684-4389, 
e-mail: pschuurmOspartan.ac.brocku.ca). If you need help getting 
settled or are interested in getting involved in campus ministries, 
give him a call. Check out the Bible studies, book studies, prayer 
groups and cost suppers! 

Seeking a Youth Pastor 
West End Chr. Ref. Church, Edmonton. Alta., is seeking a 
dynamic and enthusiastic full-time youth pastor to fill an existing, 
vacated position. West End, a large CRC in Western Canada, has 
a relatively new modem worship and education facility, and a large 

youth population. 

We are looking for someone committed to the Lord and the 
Reformed faith who loves working with and leading children and 
young people. You could become part of our ministry team 
consisting of a pastor and a music director, supported by an 
administrative assistant. Visit our web site at 
httpiy/wvw.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/westend/. 

Our church profile and position description is available. Contact in 

confidence: 
Rick Struik, Search Committee Chair, 

180 Waygood Road, Edmonton, AB T5T 5M4, 
tel. (403) 481-3016 (hm), or (403) 489-8080 (wk). 

E-mail: fschulddplaneteon.net 

40th Anniversary Celebrations 

Maranatha Chr. Kef. Church, York, Ont. 
October 3, 1997, D.V. 

7:30 p.m. 
Fisherville Community (?enire, Fisherville, Ont. 

Anniversary Worship Service 
Sunday, October 5, 1997, D.V. 

10:00 a.m. 
Maranatha Chr. Ref. Church, York, Ont. 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
(905) 765-9986 

Miscellaneous 

Please hurry... we^re 
half way!!! 

Attention: All Subscribers 
This is your opportunity to help 

Christian Courier grow! 

Please cut out this coupon and give it to a relative and/or friend. 
Explain that a limited number of people can have a one year 

subscription to Christian Courier for the low price of 

^23*50 (GSTinel.) 

This exceptional offer is made possible through the generosity of an 
anonymous friend. This donor will pay $20.(X) each towards the 
first 100 new subscriptions on a first-come, first-serve basis. (The 
regular one-year price is $43.50). The discount applies only to 
persons who have not been subscribers during the year 1997. 

Please do not wait! Act now! 

To: 
Christian Courier 
4-261 Martindaie Road 
St. Catharines, ON L2W 1A1 

Please enter my brand-new subscription for one year immediately. 
I enclose a cheque for $23.50, payable to Christian Couriar. 

Name 

Address 

City/Town Code 
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Classifieds 

Events Events Miscellaneous 

*1eake. ixm Mee^ 
A well-known Frisian entertainer is coming back for a 

2-week tour in Ontario. 
He wilt be accompanied by: Gerzinus Hoekstra. 

Wedne.sday, Sept. 17, 1997: 
In Jarvis, Ont., at 7:30 p.m., in the Community Hall. 

For tickets call Bev. Slofstra (519) 587-2162 
Friday, Sept. 19, 1997: 

In Strathroy. Ont., at 7:30 p.m., in the Strathroy 
Community Chr. School (Hwy. 81) 

For tickets call Dick De Boer (519) 245-2319 
Saturday, Sept. 20, 1997: 

In Bowmanville, Ont., at 7:30 p.m., 
in Durham Chr. High School, Scugog Rd. 

For tickets call Jan Oegema (905) 623-2318 
Tuesday, Sept. 23, 1997: 

in Wellandport, Ont., at 7:30 p.m., 
at the Wellandport Chr. School 

Tickets: Bev. Slofstra (519) 587-2162 

^c]h.a€>l| 

You are invited to attend the 

Ontario CKristian 
Ifighrer ’Education 

fair '97 

30 AM Redeemer Christian Hich School. Ottawa 

Wednesday, October I mM Qutna Christian Hlfh Sch^ BeAevIfl^ 

PM Durham Christian ' 

^Octoby 2 AM Toronto Christian Hifh School, Woodbridge 

* PM Hamilton Christian High School, Ancaster 

Friday, October 3 

Mopdq^ October 6 

■. 

Tuesday, October 7 

AM Smithville Christian Htgh 

PM Beacon Q/isdan 

AM V\Mland Christian High School. Breslau 

PM London Christian High School 

AM Lambton Christian High S 

PM Chatham Christian Hl^Sdto^ * 

Contact the High School for complete information. 

Presented by: 

Briarcrest Bible College • Calvin College 

Dordt College * Geneva College 

The King's University College • Ontario BiWe College 

Redeemer College * Reformed Bible College 

Trinity College • Trinity Western University 

—Camp SkaCom:— 

20tli ‘FdC fair 1997 

Date: Saturejay, September 20,1997 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Admission: Canned Food Item 

For information and directions, including map 

Call 1-519-623-4860 

See you there! 

Anniversary 
Campus Ministry - McMaster University 

Come and join us in celebrating, and expressing our 
gratitude to our covenant-keeping God for, the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of our Campus Ministry at McMaster 
University in Hamilton, Ont. The highlights of this 
celebration will be on Thursday, Sept. 25, 1997, at 8 p.m., 
with a Ma.ss Meeting at the Ewart-Angus Centre lAl, 
Health Sciences, McMaster University, with as main speaker. 
Dr. Brian Walsh, CR Campus Pastor at the University of 
Toronto, who will address us and commemorate our 
challenge to the academic community under the theme. 
“Scorching The Earth For Fun And Profit,” in the context of 
Christianity and the end of modernity. Special music will be 
provided by Peter and Cheryl Tigchelaar. Admission is 
FREE!!! 

On Friday, Sept. 26, 1997, a .special anniversary banquet 
will he held in Celebration Hall, McMaster University, with 
Rev. Michael Vccnema, Campus Pastor at London’s Western 
University, who will be the after dinner speaker on the 
iheme, “Snakes. Stories. Country Club and God” (reflections 
on the campus minisU7). Peter Wyngaarden will be the 
Master of Ceremony. Tickets will be on sale for $25 or $40 
for two, or a table of eight $160. For more information, 
contact the Chaplaincy Centre, tel. (905) 525-9140. ext. 
24207 & 24123, or, after 7 p.m., Aren Geisierfer, tel. (905) 
524-0488, or members of our Campus Commitiec. 

This promises to be a Joyful celebration In gratitude 
to our (>od, the faithful and compa.ssionate One! 

DORDT COLLEGE 

Faculty Positions 
Dordt College is seeking 
Christian academicians for 
openings beginning August 1998 
in the following areas; 

Bueinees Adminiatration: 
marketing and management 

History: 

Western civilization, introductory 
and upper level European, and 

introductory non-Westem history. 
Mathematics: 

introductory and upper level 
Music: 

choir, music history, general 
education arts course 

(one-year posibon) 
Theology: 

general education courses in 
biblical theology, upper level 
courses in biblical studies, 

missions, and Greek 

To receive applicabon materials, 
qualified persons committed to a 
Reformed, biblical perspecbva 
and educabonal philosophy are 
encouraged to send a curriculum 
vitae and a letter of interest which 
provides evidence of that 
commitment to; 
Dr. Rockne McCarthy; Dordt 
College; 498 4th Ave. NE; Sioux 
Center, IA 51250; facsimile: 
(712) 722-4496; 

e-mail: vpaa9dordt.edu. 

Review of candidates begins 
November 10, 1997. 

Dordt College is an equal 

opportunity institution and 

encourages the nomiruitions and 

candidacies of women and minorities 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

NEED 
CHRISTIAN 

TEXTBOOKS 

The CCEF supports the cost of 
developing Christian textbooks 
for your local school. 

Your financial support will help 
us in our publishing program. 
Your gifts are tax deductible. 

CANADIAN 

CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION 

FOUNDATION 

INC. 

Fred R. Vernier Velde 
Execubve Director 

2621 Cavendish Drive 
Burlington, ON L7P 3W6 

(905)336-5619, 
day or evening. 
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Classifieds 

For Sale Events 

Calendar af Events ■ Please submit only brief items. Placement is subject to space availability. Lengthy, multiple- 
event announcements will be rejected. We reserve the right to edit the material and to charge a 

nominal, par issue fee per item inserted. 

SepL 13 Concert si 7:30 p.m., si Benton St. Bsplisi Church. Kitcheiwr, Ont. (organ, violin and piano) featuring O. Aris.?. 

R. Braun, C. Marsh and J. Oldengarm. 

Sept 14 Rev. Hans Uittenbosch's 40th anniversary celebration, 9:30 a.m.. Covenant CRC, Barrie, Ont. (See CC. Aug. 

29. 1997) 

Sept 16 Noon hour organ recital by Jonathan Oldengarm, St. James Cathedral, Toronto, Ont. 

Sept 17-23 Well-known Frisian entertainer Tcakc van der Meer is back! Ontario tour starts: Sept. 17: 7:30 p m.. 

Community Hall. Jarvis, Ont.; Sept 19: 7:30 p.m.. Comm. Chr. School. Strathroy, Ont.; Sept. 20: 7:30 p.m., Durham 

CHS. Bowmanville. Ont.; and Sept 23: 7:30 p.m., Chr. School. Wellandport Ont. InfoTtickets: Bev. Slofstra (519) 

587-2162 («) 

Sept 20Camp Shalom 20th Fall Fair, 10a.m.-4 p.ta Theme: “God's perfect vision for tlie future" For infa and directions, 

call (519) 623-4860 (#) 

Sept 20 Lynelle Pierce in concert with Sarnia FriendsKip Group, Second CRC. Sarnia, Ont. Watch for local 

announcements. 

Sept 25-26 Special 25th anniversary celebrations of Campus Ministry at McMaster University, Hamiltoa Ont. Sept. 25; 
8 p.m., massed meeting, Ewart-Angus Centre lAl.HealthSciences. Main speaker: Dr. Brian Wal.sh. Sept. 26: anniversary 

banquet in Celebration Hall. McMaster University. After-dinner speaker: Rev. Michael Veenema. Info. & tickets: (905) 

525-9140, ext. 24207 and 24123. or. after 7 p.m., (905) 524-0488 (8). 

Sept 26 Organ recital by Canadian award-winning organist, Thomas Annand, at Redeemer College, Ancaster. Ont. 

InfoVUckeU: (905)648-2131. 

Sept 27 Stephen Series Caring Ministry Workshop at Covenant CRC. St Catharine.s, Ont., from 9 a.m.-l p.m. led by 

Carolyn Horton from St. Petersburg, FI. Pre-registration required. Call Pauline Drenth at (905) 935-9802. 

Sept 28 Farewell service for Rev. Henry Eshuis, 4:30 p.m., Bethany CRC, Fenwick. Ont. Info.: (905) 386-6719 (#) 

Sept 28 Dutch worship service led by Rev. J. Hoytema, 3 p.m., CRC. Ancaster, Ont. 

Oct 8 Noon hour organ recital by Jonathan Oldengarm, Yorkminster Park Baptist Church. Toronto, Ont. 

Oct 9 Noon hour organ recital by Jonathan Oldengarm, St. Paul's Anglican Church (Bloor & Jarvis). Toronto. Out. 

Oct 16 Canadian poet and novelist Joy Kogawa will be at Redeemer College for book signings and a public reading at 8 

p.m., RC, Ancaster, Ont. Free admission. 

Oct 17-18 Forum on the role of classis in supporting local ministry, 8 p.m., at Hamilton DCHS, Ancaster, Ont. Speaker; 

Dr. Craig Van Gelder. Open to all. Info7registration: contact John Van Til (519) 453-5844 (8) 

Oct 18 Annual day of encouragement and training for deacons, elders and other caregivers, 9 a.in.-4 p.m., at HDCHS, 

Ancaster, Ont. Theme: “Helping to bring hope!" Featuring 19 workshops and 19 .seminars. Cost $40. Contact your 

deacons for a registration form, or call Diaconal Minisuies at (905) 646-4511 (8) 

Oct 18 The Netherlands Bazaar, 10 a.m.-10 p.m., Thornhill Community Centre (Bayview Ave. & Jolm St.), Thumhill. 

Ont. Info.: (905) 477-1243 (8) 

Oct 18 Concert by the WLU Symphony, featuring organist Jonathan Oldengann, 7:30 p.m., Benton St. Baptist (Thurch. 

Kitchener, Ont. 

Oct 25 Christian Rainbows Fellowship meets at 10 a.m.. in IngereoU, Ont. Speakers: Lesley Bell and Denise Jennings, 

both from the St. Thomas Psychiatric Hospital, and Rev. John De Vries. Pre-registration of $7 required. Info.: 

(905)639-1075 or (519)246-9993. 

Oct 25 Community concert by organist Jonathan Oldengarm, 7:30 p.m., Benton St. Baptist diurch. Kitchener, Ont. 

Nov. 7 (Thristian Festival Concert by the 100-voice choir and concert band of the Out. Chr. Music Assembly, with special 

guesu from Europe, under the direction of Leendert Kooij. At 8 p.m., Roy ITiomsoii Hall. Toronto. Ont. For tickets/infu. 

call (416)636-9779(8). 

COMING SOON 

The Book 
The 

Dutch 
Touch 

' slyrf iwr hwtlfie 
"TO Al YOUR CHILDREN ' 

’ the perfect gift for 

birttidays, atmivmaries 

and Christmas 

ORDER YOUR COPY 

Today! 

ORDER 
TODAY 

in Ontario 
Albert van der Mey 

Marten A. Mol 

• a limited first-edition “coffee table” collectors’ book that profiles 
the ‘Dutch immigration’ and history, and the energy and enterprising 
contributions of over 200 indWidu^s of Dutch descent living in Ontario. 

PtoiM NiaU or coartor 

[)' 

$ 

PLEASE ENCLOSE CHEQUE, PAYABLE TO MOL A ASSOCIATES: 

537.95 PER BOOK •>• S5.00 (dwm) ♦ GST UOO fST Utt (Oatnia resahah ady) = TOTAL S49.63 
(Quantity Discount) 5 OR MORE BOOKS: 

$35.95 PER BOOK -e SS.00 (iliaaiw) t- CST S2.90 PST S3J0 (Oatsna resdants ady) = TOTAL $47.15 
(Quantity Discount) 10 OR MORE BOOKS: 

533.95 PER BOOK •fS5.00(ilioeaK)-E (ST 12J01-PST S120(0atmofesdaBbady) = TOTAL $44.95 

Ptease mail your order with the appropriate payment to: 
MOL & ASSOCIATES c/o OCA 5457A Yonge St, Willowdale, Ontario M2N 5S1 

You can also order by Fax: (416) 224-0842 or E-mail: dca travel@conipusefve.com 

ORDERS NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR FALL '97 DELIVERY 

Interested in Why not take 

placing an ad? advantage of our 

Get in touch with us Calendar of Events 

for details. for your next event? 

RDDRESS CHRNCE 

Please use this form and allow four weeks for 
processing request. 

Attach your present label here. 

ploaae print 

Namo. ____ 

New address: -- 

City:_ Prov.:_ Code;_ 

Mail to: New address is 

CHRISTIAN COURIER In eHect 

4-261 Martindale Road _ 

St Catharines, ON L2W 1A1 (Date) 
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News 

The romance of running 

The 1997 Boston Marathon finish line. John deVries is the third 
runner from the right. 

John deVries 
From a distance, running docs 

not look very attractive. Runners 
look tired, sweaty, and a my son 
said, they don’t seem to smile 
very much. When I see others 
running or jogging down city 
su-cets, that mental image be¬ 
comes very real. 

However, ever since the 
Saturday morning breakfast 
meeting in the autumn of 1993 
at which my friend Herb invited 
me to run before our fellowship 
and study breakfast, I have been 
running. Why? At the time I was 
approaching 50 and “mid life.” 
And I had always believed that 
spiritual, physical and mental 
health go together to balance 
and complement each other. 
Herb’s question and challenge 
made. me practise what I 
believed. 

As I reflected on my running 
in 1997 it is indeed an ex¬ 
perience in which “I experience 
the pleasure of God,” as the film 
Chariots of Fire quotes Scottish 
Olympian Eric Liddel as saying 
in 1924. Running enables me to 
experience nature and God’s 
beauty from the ground rather 
than from a double-decker bus 

^^1--— 
John deVries (r.) runs in 1994. 

or an airplane. During this past 
half year running has helped me 
experience a variety of com¬ 
munities while on busine.ss or 
vacation. 

Running frees a person to ex¬ 
perience nature at its best: the 
glowing northern sunrise, the 
rock formations on Sudbury 
strecLs, massive raindrops fail¬ 
ing perpendicularly from the sky 
in South Porcupine, Ont. My 
most recent 6 a.m. running Ueat 
was sighting 28 deer while on an 

eight-mile run along the Ausable 
River in the Pinery Provincial 
Park. This morning a potential 
disaster was averted when 1 al¬ 
most stepped on a skunk on a 
local London, Ont., street. 

Renewing old 
connections 

While running is a very in¬ 
dividual experience, it actually 
connects the runner with a 
variety of people and places. 
This year at the Boston 
Marathon, for example, I 
regrouped and shared stories 
with my old friend Pastor Peter 
Slofstra and his lawyer friend 
Ed Koke. As we ran on the out¬ 
skirts of Boston, former Calvin 
College graduates cheered us 
Calvin-shirt-wearing runners. 
This year’s running of Boston 
Marathon (26.2 miles) was 
unique for my personal and 
family history. Jokingly. I had 
challenged my youngest son, 
Tim, 22 years old, to run the 
marathon. Despite a lacrosse 
injury, he entered the race and 
we finished clo.se together. After 
26.2 miles of sweat and pain this 
was father and son bonding at its 
best! This year’s running of the 
25 km Old Kent River Bank Run 
reconnected friends from 30 
years ago! Friendships are re¬ 
newed and new ones are begun 
during surprising “running mo¬ 
ments.” 

Since Herb’s request four 
years ago, I reflect upon the 
pleasure of having run in most 
major Canadian cities and pro¬ 
vincial capitals. I’ve experi¬ 
enced some of Canada’s most 
beautiful natural vistas: the 
Miramichi River in New Bruns¬ 
wick, the Pacific Ocean shores 
near Victoria, B.C., and the Sa.s- 
katoon River in Saskatchewan 
and running around Reeds Lake 

in Grand Rapids. Mich, with a 
new chaplain friend while at the 
annual chaplain’s meeting was a 
treat. 

Why run? As my son kidding- 
ly suggested, “It’s better to get a 
red sports car to cope with mid¬ 
life issues, isn’t it, Dad?” How¬ 
ever, my running needs to be 
done before 7:30 a.m. and the 
beginning of the day’s work. 
Running makes me feel much 
better and my body much more 
alive. 

It helps me budget my time 
and experience life in the quiet 
hours of the day when others are 
just waking as the sun begins to 
rise. Locally there is the delight¬ 
ful camaraderie of running with 
a group of friends, some of 
whom are also members of our 
Saturday prayer and study 
breakfast. 

Besides enjoying the internal 
.sati.sfaction and sen.se of well¬ 
being that running provides, I 
am also a practical kind of per¬ 
son who likes to be a.ssured that 
what I do is worthwhile in terms 
of time u.se. The downside of 
running for me is that by the 10 
o’ckKk evening news I’m .some¬ 
times lost to the world. 

Helping good causes 
An average week’s running 

may be 40 to 60 miles. But for 
what value? When I recently 
met Mel, my Sudbury running 
friend, he spoke of preparing for 
the Boston Marathon this year 
by getting .sponsors to financial¬ 
ly support the Sudbury Pastoral 
Institute. 

What a worthy cause and suc- 
ce.ssful venture! As I was 
reflecting on this I remembered 
our church Cadet group and its 
efforts to rai.se funds through the 
collection of aluminum cans. 
Why not pick up some cans 

along the running route? 
While in the North recently 

(Sudbury, North Bay, Timmins 
and South Porcupine) I was able 
to bring back a uunk-full of 
.squashed cans picked up during 
my runs. While running in North 
Bay and Premier Mike Harris’ 
riding, 1 retrieved 38 cans on 
one run. Not only is this en¬ 
vironmentally friendly, it also 
supports our Cadet program. 
Who knows? If and when I run 
another Boston Marathon there 
could be several worthy causes 
that might solicit sponsors to 
write names on my running shirt 
and donate accordingly. 

Never too old 
Besides having the satisfac¬ 

tion of finishing races within the 
top 20 per cent of the runners, 
you get other minor rewards 
from time to time — finding 
dimes and quarters. But spiri¬ 
tually speaking, running gives 
me a chance to reflect, pray, ap¬ 
preciate friends and relation¬ 
ships, work through issues and 
prepare for the day’s work. Run¬ 
ning provides an opportunity to 
pursue excellence, reflect on 
concerns and prayerfully set 
new goals as these affect 
relationships and service oppor¬ 
tunities. 

Having recently run my best 
time at the Boston Marathon, I 
realized that one is never too old 
for new experiences and new 
levels of growth. Besides, run¬ 
ning keeps off those extra layers 
of fat and stimulates the mind as 
oxygen goes through the brain 
to induce further health and 
mental stimulation. Running 
builds up immunities to guard 
against illness. I experience run¬ 
ning as a gift by which God 
enables me to enjoy life more 
fully and meditatively. 

Perhaps running is not your 
thing. But the a.ssistancc of an 
exercise machine, or a visit to a 
local .swimming pool, or a brisk 
walk in the neighborhood all 
provide opportunities to enrich 
your life and health as you 
balance your physical, mental, 
stK'ial and .spiritual develop¬ 
ment. 

As an exercise form that I 
find life-giving, nourishing and 
stimulating, running is a great 
way to remain fit and gives me 
plenty of memorable treasures 
as I experience God, nature and 
communities of friends in a 
unique way. 

John DeVries is a regional co-oniinalor 

of chaplaincy services for the 

government of Ontario. He lives in 

London. Ont.  

News Digest 
India’s new president 
is ‘untouchable’ 

NEW DELHI (AP) — 
India’s first president from 
Hinduism’s lowest class took 
over the top .spot in August, 
saying the concerns of the 
“common man” now will take 
prominence in the country’s 
affairs. K.R. Narayana, a 
member of the caste once 
known as “untouchables” and 
now commonly called Dalits, 
describes him.self as “some¬ 
one who has .sprung from the 
grassroots of our society and 
grown up in the dust and heat 
of this sacred land.” He 
criticizes India’s corruption 
and crime, .saying, “Values 
we have cherished are being 
eroded.” He called on the na¬ 
tions leaders to set an ex¬ 
ample for youth. 

Indian presidents are 
elected by federal and state 
lawmakers. Although the po¬ 
sition of president is largely 
ceremonial, it is considered 
the nation’s highest office. 

Woman gravedigger 
proves the stronger sex 

FLORENCE, Italy (Reu¬ 
ters) — An Italian woman 
won the job of gravedigger at 
a cemetery near Rorence 
recently after all the male 
candidates fainted. Rosana 
Giu.sti was the only candidate 
who managed to exhume 
two bodies. Ten men trying 
out for the job keeled over 
the first time around. 

The Chiesanuova cemetery 
had been seeking new under¬ 
takers for .some time. Its 
problems in finding .staff 
were compounded by an error 
in the job advertisement, 
which called for “necrophil- 
iacs” instead of “necrofori” 
(gravediggers). 

Christianity spreading 
quickly 

WINNIPEG — In the past 
25 years, the number of 
Christians in the world has 
grown by 60 per cent, to 1.95 
billion from 1.25 billion. 
Christians make up .U per 
cent of the world’s popula¬ 
tion. roughly keeping pace 
with world population 
growth, reports Christian- 
Week. 

But in the .s^tme time 
period, the number of Mus¬ 
lims has more than doubled, 
to 1.3 billion from 564 mil¬ 
lion. and the percentage of 
Muslims has increa.sed to 
19.6 from 15.9 per cent. 


