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I copied the opening paragraph from the “Dancer Success — Tech Supplement” document. This 
document will be added to the CALLERLAB Curriculum Guidelines and Technical Supplement.  
I encourage every caller to find this document and read this paragraph and the remaining 
paragraphs carefully. 

“The success or failure of the dancers on the floor is, ultimately, the responsibility of the caller. 
The caller may complain that these dancers came to the wrong dance but, for these dancers at 
this dance, success or failure depends on the caller’s choice of material and the way that 
material is presented. MWSD offers a wide range of dance material. It can be selected and 
presented to provide a satisfying dance experience for the club dancer who takes part primarily 
to meet with friends and for the dedicated advanced dancer who enjoys solving choreographic 
puzzles. But these are not the same dance.”

I’ve underlined the last sentence for my discussion.  In my opinion, Modern Western Square 
Dancing will continue to decline until a majority of callers and dance leaders recognize the 
incompatibility of the two populations of dancers identified above.  They are two entirely 
different groups of dancers.  

Each group has their own view of what modern western square dancing should be and these 
views are in direct conflict with each other. Unfortunately, both groups often want to attend the 
same dance events and usually both viewpoints are present in the same square.  The callers must 
choose who to please.

The “Dancer Success — Tech Supplement” also points out that most of the newer callers are 
coming from primarily one group.  Read the following quote.  “Over the past couple of decades 
both callers and the remaining experienced dancers have been increasingly interested in 
choreographic variety and challenge.” 

New callers are typically dancers who have become fascinated with square dance choreography.  
Many of these newer callers want to call difficult choreography.  Unfortunately the choreography 
they want to present may be more difficult than the audience can dance.  It’s way beyond what 
the average square dancer can do.

The key words in the above quote are “the remaining dancers.”  Many dancers have left Modern 
Western Square Dancing because it has become too difficult.  Neither the callers or the clubs 
have done anything effective to address this problem.

It is well established that a large proportion of the general public prefer to dance simpler dances.  
This fact is pretty easy to demonstrate.  Beginner dance parties are composed of friends with 
some other common interest. Historically, beginner dance parties have enjoyed wide acceptance 
in the general population and Modern Western Square Dancing has not.  Other social dances also 



have been successful in attracting participants by simple dance formats mixed with a large 
component of other social activities.

The present trend is for Modern Western Square dance to become even more complex in the 
future.  This will weed out even more dancers that do not like so much complexity.  It will also 
discourage prospective new dancers from even trying lessons.

I do not believe all the blame lies with callers.  There are many callers with the experience to 
present interesting, but not difficult dance material.  However, the club/event leaders hire the 
callers.  The choice of many of these club leaders favor callers that closely match the preference 
of the club/event leadership.  If the club leaders prefer lots of complex choreography, they will 
only hire callers who prefer to call lots of complex choreography.  The club leadership is making 
a poor business choice if they wish to have more dancers attend their club events. 

Recruiting new dancers is going to become more difficult.  If any dance format is perceived, by 
the general public, to be difficult or too time consuming to learn, then only a very small part of 
the general population will try the recreation or stay interested in the recreation.  As MWSDing 
evolves on the present course, it will become more difficult to attract any new dancers.  Instead 
the potential dancers will migrate to dance formats that feature simple dances and emphasize 
friendships.

Still, as stated in the “Dancer Success — Tech Supplement” document, the responsibility for the 
success or failure of any dance program is the responsibility of the caller.  Callers can present 
dance choreography that is interesting, but not difficult.   It’s very unlikely this kind of 
choreography can be generated extemporaneously.  It will take research and planning. 

The document points out that, “Few dancers (and even most callers) do not remember the 
choreography they are dancing.”  Dancers only remember success or failure in executing dance 
routines.  The caller gets the credit if squares are successful in correctly dancing the routines.  
Callers also gets the blame if sets fail to complete the dance routine.  The best course of action 
for any caller is to call choreography that at lease 85% of the audience can dance every tip.  

In my opinion, the time is rapidly approaching when callers of Modern Western Square Dancing 
will have to make a decision as to what direction to go.  Call square dances with ever more and 
more complexity.  Call square dances that will please and keep more dancers.  There is no middle 
ground.  The same decision will have to be made by club leaders.  Change to meet the 
preferences of the general pubic or continue on the present disastrous course.  

			


