
U.S. Army general, U.S. secretary of state during 1981–1982, army vice chief
of staff during 1972–1973, and supreme commander of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) during 1974–1979. Born on 2 December 1924
in Bala Cynwyd, a suburb of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Alexander Haig
attended Notre Dame University and subsequently graduated from the
United States Military Academy, West Point, in 1947. He
served on General Douglas MacArthur’s personal staff
in Japan after World War II and saw combat duty during
the Korean War. Haig received a master’s degree in inter-
national relations from Georgetown University in 1961.

Haig then served a tour at the Pentagon. During 1965–
1967, he served in the Vietnam War with the 1st Infantry
Division, rising to lieutenant colonel. He returned from
Vietnam to become deputy commandant at U.S. Military
Academy, West Point in 1968.

In 1969 Colonel Haig became military assistant to
National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger. Advanced to
brigadier general in October 1969, Haig became deputy
assistant for national security affairs in 1970. Haig played
an important role in Vietnam War planning by participat-
ing in the decisions to carry out the secret bombing of
Cambodia. He was promoted to major general in March
1972.

In September 1972 President Richard M. Nixon ad-
vanced Haig to full general and appointed him army vice
chief of staff, bypassing 240 higher-ranking general offi-
cers and prompting considerable criticism by many who
regarded Haig as a yes-man for the president. Haig retired
from the military in 1973 to become White House chief of
staff to President Nixon. As such, Haig maintained stabil-
ity and helped organize a smooth transition after Nixon’s
August 1974 resignation.
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Haig resumed his military career in 1974 when President Gerald Ford
appointed him supreme allied commander of NATO forces in Europe. In
1979 Haig retired from the military again after disagreeing with President
Jimmy Carter’s policies toward the Soviet Union.

During the 1980 presidential campaign, Haig served as a foreign policy
advisor to Ronald Reagan. Appointed secretary of state, Haig served during
1981–1982. He advocated a firm stance against perceived threats posed by
the Soviet Union and was an early supporter of aid to guerrillas fighting the
Soviets in Afghanistan. After the 1981 assassination attempt on President
Reagan, Haig infamously and erroneously claimed that he was “in command
at the White House” in the absence of the vice president.

In 1982 Haig engaged in shuttle diplomacy to mediate the growing con-
flict between Britain and Argentina over the Falkland Islands. It became
clear, however, that Haig was more sympathetic to the British cause, which
engendered bad feelings on the part of the Argentines. Haig’s abrasive man-
ner and mismanagement of the Falklands crisis forced his resignation on
25 June 1982. He established his own consulting firm after leaving govern-
ment service.

John David Rausch Jr.
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Emperor of Ethiopia (also known as Abyssinia) during 1930–1974. Born at
Ejersagoro on 23 July 1892 as Tafari Makonnen, Haile Selassie’s father was Ras
Makonnen, a Coptic Christian and leading general and political figure. Tafari
was a grandnephew of Emperor Menelik II, who ruled during 1889–1913.

Selassie ascended the throne in April 1930. His royal name means
“Power of the Trinity” in Amharic. Selassie’s reign was marked by modern-
ization programs, the growth and development of the nation’s infrastructure,
and efforts at increasing the strength of the military.

Despite a valiant resistance effort, Selassie could not prevent the seven-
year occupation of his country by Italy beginning in 1935, during which time
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he was forced into exile in Britain. In 1942, he returned to power following
the defeat of Italian forces by the British Army and the signing of the Addis
Ababa Agreement, which granted Ethiopia full sovereignty and indepen-
dence. Selassie forged a close relationship with the United States, which
established a military command center in Ethiopia during World War II.

By the late 1940s, northern Africa and the Middle East had become a
key strategic region in the growing Cold War, and the United States feared
Soviet expansion in the area. This threat was magnified by the rising tide of
Pan-Arabism, a movement that sought the unification of all Arab countries
and an end to the West’s exploitation of Middle Eastern oil resources. In
May 1953, Selassie signed an economic pact with the United States designed
to provide significant developmental and military assistance. This was par-
ticularly useful because of the emerging local independence movements in
the rebellious provinces of Eritrea, Tigray, and Ogaden, which threatened
Selassie’s Pan-African vision of a grand Ethiopian union. In the early 1960s,
the United States extended an aid package to Ethiopia, a development trig-
gered partly by the burgeoning links between Eritrean Liberation Front
(ELF) rebels and Pan-Arabic governments in Egypt and Syria as well as the
independence of neighboring Somalia.

In 1963, war broke out between Ethiopia and Somalia, now in the Soviet
orbit, over land disputes in Ogaden. The Somalians were defeated, but at a
high cost. This Pyrrhic victory increased domestic discontent with Selassie’s
leadership. Public disaffection was further heightened by a sharp economic
downturn and the advent of several major famines during the early 1970s.
Many Ethiopian students and intellectuals, influenced by Marxist-Leninist
models of economic development, called for the nationalization of state indus-
try and an end to economic dependency on Western markets. Within this
milieu, Selassie became increasingly viewed as an intransigent ideological
reactionary, and the pomp and grandeur of his imperial court only enhanced
the perception that he was unconcerned about the suffering of his people.

By the early 1970s Selassie’s grip on power had sharply eroded, and he
was deposed in a coup led by Haile Mariam Mengistu, a radical junior officer,
on 12 September 1974. The junta pushed Ethiopia into the Soviet orbit and
ended Ethiopia’s alliance with the West. In terms of the Cold War, Selassie
is an important figure who took advantage of Ethiopia’s strategic importance
in northern Africa to advance his nationalistic agenda of economic develop-
ment and territorial expansion. Haile Selassie died in prison in Addis Ababa
on 27 July 1975.

Jeremy Kuzmarow
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Caribbean nation often the victim of internal violence and external inter-
vention. Haiti, with a 1945 population of approximately 3 million, is located
in the Caribbean Sea on the island of Hispaniola, which it shares with the
Dominican Republic. Haiti occupies the western third of Hispaniola and is
bordered by the Dominican Republic to its east. The remainder of the coun-
try is surrounded by the Caribbean Sea and lies immediately south and east
of Cuba. A small nation, Haiti encompasses just 10,714 square miles, roughly
the size of the U.S. State of Maryland. Ninety-five percent of its population
is directly descended from African slaves, imported to the island in huge
numbers during the seventeenth century.

Beginning in the early sixteenth century, the Spanish controlled His-
paniola and began to populate it with African slaves to work the vast sugar
and later coffee plantations that prospered in the island’s tropical climate. In
1697 Spain ceded the island to France, and Haiti subsequently became the
wealthiest of French colonies by the end of the seventeenth century. That
all changed, however, with the Great Slave Rebellion of 1791, led by the
Haitian hero Toussaint L’Ouverture, who by 1800 had managed to gain con-
trol over most of the island. Although L’Ouverture was captured by French
forces and sent to France in 1802, the rebellion continued, and the rebels
defeated the French a year later. In 1804 Haiti declared itself an indepen-
dent republic, making it the second-oldest black republic in the world.

The nineteenth century was not kind to the tiny nation, as it experi-
enced a series of coups, revolts, and grinding poverty. After an angry mob
executed Haiti’s leader, the U.S. Marine Corps invaded Haiti in 1915 and
occupied it until 1934, in the process establishing a tradition of undemocratic
military rule and training a generation of Haitian leaders enamored with
strong-arm military tactics. More instability followed the U.S. occupation.
There were coups in 1946 and 1950, and in 1957 alone Haiti had six dif-
ferent presidents. In 1957, François “Papa Doc” Duvalier was elected presi-
dent, beginning a twenty-nine-year reign of despotic terror. In 1964, he
proclaimed himself president for life while ruling the nation with an iron fist.
Political opponents were murdered, and the population was kept in check by
his nefarious militia known as the Tontons Macoutes.

When Duvalier died on 22 April 1971, he was immediately succeeded by
his son Jean-Claude “Baby Doc” Duvalier, who proved to be just as auto-
cratic as his father. His government terrorized political opponents, quashed
public criticism of his rule, was riddled with corruption and cronyism, and
kept the population in abject poverty, so much so that Haiti has had the
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dubious distinction of being the Western Hemisphere’s
poorest nation. The United States turned a blind eye to
much of the Duvaliers’ tactics because they were staunchly
anticommunist and kept the population in check. Baby
Doc Duvalier hung on to power until February 1986 when,
after three months of increasingly violent protests against
the government’s policies, he fled the country for France.

Between 1986 and 1990 Haiti was ruled by a series
of provisional governments while prodemocracy reformers
sought to overhaul the Haitian political system. After a
new constitution was ratified in 1987, there was a brief
glimmer of hope that democracy and stability might finally
come to the embattled nation. A national election was held
in December 1990 that was internationally supervised and
believed to be free and fair. The winner of the presidential
race was a young, charismatic Roman Catholic priest,
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Aristide, considered a progressive
reformer, sought to initiate badly needed land reform and
to jump-start the moribund Haitian economy. Yet violence
and intimidation persisted in Haiti, much of it directed by
the Tontons Macoutes and opponents of Aristide. Less
than seven months into his presidency, on 30 September
1991 Aristide was overthrown in a violent coup led by Dr.
Roger Lafontant and supported by the military and Hait-
ian elites who feared Aristide’s reform agenda.

In September 1994 Aristide was returned to power
with American support, and a U.S.-led international peace-
keeping force (MLF) was dispatched to Haiti to ensure
the peaceful transfer of power. Although much hope was
placed in Aristide’s leadership, it soon became apparent
that his administration was tolerant if not supportive of corruption and polit-
ical intimidation. Nor was he able to bring about any substantive improve-
ment to the economy. Aristide attempted to run for the presidency again in
the December 1995 elections but was constitutionally forbidden. Instead,
René Preval was elected, although Aristide and his supporters attempted to
destabilize his government by claiming that the election results were invalid.
This led to deep divisions between the executive and legislative branches
and eventually to political gridlock. In December 2000 Aristide ran for pres-
ident again in yet another disputed election and in February 2001 was inau-
gurated amid much controversy. Three years later, rebellion broke out among
Aristide’s opponents as tales of widespread government corruption began to
circulate. In the meantime, the Aristide government had not ameliorated the
abysmal economic situation. Finally, under pressure from the United States
and other nations, Aristide left office on 29 February 2004, another sad story
in the troubled history of Haiti. Aristide was succeeded by Boniface Alexan-
dre, chief of the supreme court.

Paul G. Pierpaoli Jr.
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Federal Republic of Germany (FRG, West Germany) academic and politician.
Born in Mainz on 17 November 1901, Walter Hallstein studied law in Bonn,
Munich, and Berlin, obtaining a doctorate in international law in 1925. Four
years later he secured the right to lecture at the university level and taught busi-
ness law at the University of Rostock (1930–1941) and then civil law at the Uni-
versity of Frankfurt-am-Main (1941–1945). Taken prisoner by the Americans
in 1945, he founded a camp university before being released. He returned to
Frankfurt-am-Main in February 1946 to help reestablish the law faculty there.

In June 1950, Chancellor Konrad Adenauer chose Hallstein to lead the
West German delegation to discuss the Schumann Plan for European inte-
gration in Paris. Along with Jean Monnet, Hallstein was one of the key
founders of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). When this
task was completed in August, Hallstein joined the Chancellor’s Office as a
state secretary for foreign affairs. Hallstein moved to the foreign office in
1951, and in 1955 he rose to prominence as the creator of the so-called Hall-
stein Doctrine, which would serve as a foundation for West German foreign
policy for the next fifteen years. The Hallstein Doctrine stated that with the
exception of the Soviet Union, West Germany would not establish diplo-
matic relations with any state that recognized the German Democratic Repub-
lic (GDR, East Germany).

Although perhaps not as well known for this as for his doctrine, Hallstein
went on to win recognition for his work in the European Economic Commu-
nity (EEC). He became president of the EEC Commission (EC) in 1958 and
unveiled the Hallstein Plan for the EC the following year. His vision of a
united Europe clashed with the emerging Gaullist notion of a “Europe of
Nations.” Hallstein resigned his post in 1967. He returned briefly to German
politics as a representative in the Bundestag from 1969 to 1972. Hallstein died
in Stuttgart on 29 March 1982.

Timothy Dowling
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The Hallstein Doctrine, named for Federal Republic of Germany (FRG, West
Germany) official Walter Hallstein, stated that West Germany would not
establish or maintain diplomatic relations with any state that established or
maintained relations with the German Democratic Republic (GDR, East Ger-
many). The West German government took the position that any attempt by
a nation that already had relations with West Germany to establish ties with
East Germany would be viewed as an unfriendly act against the German
people. The sole exception to this policy was to be the Soviet Union, which,
as a victor in World War II, had the power to approve or deny any peace
treaty and any eventual German unification. This policy, which remained in
effect for fifteen years, was a key part of West Germany’s claim to be the sole
legitimate representative of the German nation (Alleinvertretungsanspruch).

The doctrine emerged as policy in the aftermath of West German Chan-
cellor Konrad Adenauer’s trip to the Soviet Union in September 1955. The
negotiations in Moscow brought the release of the last German prisoners of
war held by the Soviet Union and established normal diplomatic relations
between the two states. Adenauer, determined to build upon this success,
therefore adopted the idea developed in 1951 by Walter Hallstein, a member
of the German Foreign Office, to isolate East Germany diplomatically and
position West Germany as the only viable option for a German state. Ade-
nauer proclaimed this as policy during a conference of ambassadors in Bonn
during December 1955.

The Hallstein Doctrine did not sit well with either the Soviets or the
Allies, who viewed it as an attempt to impose conditions on Germany’s un-
conditional surrender after the fact. West Germany nonetheless clung to the
doctrine until the late 1960s. In 1957 when Yugoslavia recognized the East
German government, the West German government immediately cut its ties
to Belgrade; Cuba’s recognition of East Germany in 1963 brought similar
action. East Germany responded in kind. Under the so-called Ulbricht Doc-
trine, named for East German leader Walter Ulbricht, it cut relations with
nations that recognized West Germany but with limited success. Adenauer’s
successors, Kurt-Georg Kiesinger and Ludwig Erhard, were less insistent on
enforcing the Hallstein Doctrine as policy. Still, it was only in 1969, with the
accession to power of Willy Brandt and the German Social Democratic Party
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(SDC) that West Germany dropped its claim to be the sole legitimate state
of the German people.

Timothy Dowling
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Swedish economist, bureaucrat, and United Nations (UN) secretary-general
(1953–1961). Dag Hammarskjöld, the son of a Swedish prime minister, was
born on 29 July 1905 in Jönköping. He held degrees in law and economics
from the University of Uppsala and in 1933 earned a doctorate in econom-
ics from the University of Stockholm, where he became an adherent of the
so-called Stockholm School of Economics.

In 1935 Hammarskjöld became Sweden’s undersecretary of finance and
in 1945 was named economic advisor to the prime minister’s cabinet. Ham-
marskjöld joined the Swedish foreign ministry in 1949 and was appointed
deputy foreign minister in 1951, choosing to remain aloof from domestic
political affairs. He also served for some years as chairman of the National
Bank’s board, was a member of numerous delegations to international confer-
ences, and served as acting chairman of Sweden’s delegation to the seventh
General Assembly Conference in 1952–1953.

Hammarskjöld was elected UN secretary-general in April 1953 as a dark-
horse candidate known for his technical skills rather than his political prowess.
He was unanimously reelected in September 1957. He spent his first years
concentrating on strengthening and streamlining the UN’s administrative
staff and cultivating confidence among UN members. As such, he launched
his concept of quiet diplomacy as a complement to the General Assembly’s
parliamentary diplomacy. His 1955 Beijing mission, which led to the release
of fifteen U.S. airmen imprisoned for espionage, demonstrated the inherent
efficacy of his quiet diplomacy approach to international issues. His role in
defusing the 1956 Suez Crisis helped contribute to the growing prestige and
authority of the UN.
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During his second term, Hammarskjöld developed
an even more active political profile, aimed at preventive
measures to deter war and international tensions. As he
saw it, one of the secretary-general’s tasks was to promote
Cold War rapprochement by mitigating outstanding Cold
War issues and potential flash points. This implied the
safeguarding of newly independent states to prevent them
from being drawn into the superpower rivalry. Applying
his ideas to the Congo, he came into conflict with Soviet
leader Nikita Khrushchev, who in September 1960 de-
manded Hammarskjöld’s replacement.

Hammarskjöld remained in office but met with in-
creasing difficulties as he tried to mediate conflicts in the
newly independent Congo and as he fought off criticism
from some UN members, most notably the Soviet Union.
He was killed on 18 September 1961 in a plane crash near
the Katanga-North Rhodesia border while on a peace mis-
sion to the Congo. In late 1961, Hammarskjöld was the first
person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize posthumously.
His spiritual journal Markings, first published in Swedish
in 1963, bears witness to his upstanding character and the
centrality of his Christian faith to his life’s work.

Norbert Götz
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Specially constructed areas, usually underground, designed to withstand
nuclear attack. Hardened sites are also usually able to withstand biological
and chemical attacks. Hardening is also undertaken to guard against the
effects of electromagnetic pulse (EMP), a by-product of nuclear detonations
that can incapacitate communications and electronic components.

Hardened sites were built with great urgency beginning in the late
1950s, upon the advent of intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs). Hard-
ened sites were also designed to protect key command and control centers.
The most common hardened sites are underground silos, covered with many
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feet of concrete and topped with massive steel doors. These silos contain
intercontinental nuclear-tipped missiles. Command centers for the silos are
also hardened. In case of a first strike by the adversary, the hardened missile
silos—at least in theory—would protect the site, thereby allowing the nation
under attack to launch a credible counterstrike.

Typical of hardened sites is the now-decommissioned Atlas E missile
site outside Wamego, Kansas, which was constructed in the mid-1960s and
designed to withstand a direct nuclear hit. Deep underground are 16,000
square feet housing the command center, several elevators, living quarters,
bathrooms, a kitchen, and recreational facilities. The site contained large
stores of food, water, clothing, and medical supplies so that the crew could
live underground without additional assistance for a prolonged period. The
site was also outfitted with its own electrical generation system and air purifi-
cation apparatus designed to filter out chemical and biological agents as well
as radioactive contamination.

Air bursts are ineffective against hardened sites, which may only be
attacked by ground burst nuclear weapons, usually smart bombs aimed to
strike the very door of the missile silo and then penetrate and explode. Some
hardened sites are currently so deep underground that existing weapons can-
not disturb them.

Spencer C. Tucker
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Officially, the “Report on the Future Tasks of the Alliance,” presented at the
14 December 1967 meeting of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s
(NATO) North Atlantic Council and authored by Belgian Foreign Minister
Pierre Harmel. The basic premises of the report were predicated upon the
parallel policies of maintaining adequate defenses while seeking a relaxation
of tensions in East-West relations.

In the second half of the 1960s, NATO faced new and unforeseen chal-
lenges. In 1966 France withdrew from the organization’s integrated military
command. Member nations’ decreased financial resources and individual
interests had also put NATO’s internal cohesion in peril. At the same time,
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the opportunity for East-West rapprochement seemed in the offing, as the
USSR became more pliable in its foreign policies. This new atmosphere cast
doubts on the necessity of NATO’s costly defense expenditures and its
approach to strategic defense.

The new international environment and the recent changes within
NATO made essential a review of its strategic policies. Upon the initiative of
Harmel, NATO’s North Atlantic Council undertook to examine East-West
relations, NATO’s internal organizational structure, and its overall defense
strategy.

In December 1966 Harmel was tasked with studying the future goals of
NATO and the means by which to achieve them. In December 1967, the
North Atlantic Council embraced the Harmel Report, together with NATO’s
new strategic concept of flexible response and a five-year plan for defense
policy development. The Harmel Report proposed increased dialogue and
consultation to ease East-West relations and the maintenance of NATO’s
basic defensive capabilities. In essence, the report embraced the concept of
détente, which would soon be implemented by the United States under Pres-
ident Richard M. Nixon.

In spite of calls for détente, the report could not rule out the possibility
of a future crisis. It therefore suggested that the Allies maintain suitable mil-
itary capabilities to ensure a balanced response commensurate with the threat
that it faced. Thus, the strategic concept known as flexible response was
included in the report’s recommendations. Flexible response would provide
NATO with a variety of military options—from conventional to nuclear—in
the event of a future conflict. Perhaps the Harmel Report’s biggest achieve-
ment was the restoration of harmony among NATO’s members.

Anna Boros-McGee
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Presidential advisor, roving ambassador, and governor of New York. Born on
15 November 1891 in New York City into a wealthy family, Averell Harri-
man graduated from Yale in 1913. He entered the banking and shipbuild-
ing businesses and in 1932 became the board chairman of the Union Pacific
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Railroad. During President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New
Deal, Harriman worked for the National Recovery Admin-
istration (1934–1935) before joining the Commerce Depart-
ment in 1937. In 1941 he became a top administrator in the
Lend-Lease program.

In 1943 President Roosevelt named Harriman ambas-
sador to the Soviet Union, a post he held until 1946. Harri-
man saw clearly the impending conflict with the Soviets
over Eastern Europe and urged a firm hand in any negoti-
ations with Moscow. President Harry S. Truman named
Harriman ambassador to the United Kingdom in April 1946,
a post he held only until October, when he was named sec-
retary of commerce. In 1948 Harriman became chief admin-
istrator of the Marshall Plan. In 1950 during the Korean
War he became Truman’s national security advisor. In 1951
Harriman headed the Mutual Security Agency to coordi-
nate aid programs to Europe, a post he held until 1953.

Harriman unsuccessfully sought the Democratic Party’s
nomination for president in both 1952 and 1956. He was
elected governor of New York in 1954, serving one term.
Initially named ambassador at large by President John F.
Kennedy in 1961, Harriman became assistant secretary of
state for Far Eastern affairs in November 1961, where he
played a key role in ending the Lao conflict. In 1963 he
became undersecretary of state for political affairs, negoti-
ating the limited nuclear test–ban treaty with the Soviets
in 1963.

The expansion of the Vietnam War led to more important postings for Har-
riman, who was originally a hawk on Vietnam. President Lyndon B. Johnson
appointed Harriman ambassador at large for Southeast Asian Affairs. He served
in that post during 1965–1968, traveling extensively and working to secure sup-
port for American involvement in Vietnam. As the war turned into an American
quagmire, Harriman searched globally seeking a negotiated peace settlement,
becoming a dove on the war. In 1968, President Johnson dispatched Harriman
as lead negotiator to the Paris peace talks. Harriman found his efforts ham-
pered by the refusal of Moscow to rein in the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
(DRV, North Vietnam), by the unwillingness of Hanoi to negotiate in good
faith, by the inability of Johnson to follow through on his proposals, and by the
intransigence of the South Vietnamese government. With the election of
Richard Nixon as president, Henry Cabot Lodge Jr. replaced Harriman as the
lead negotiator. Harriman returned to public service again in 1978 during Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter’s administration and led the American delegation to the
United Nations General Assembly’s special session on disarmament.

Harriman wrote a number of books, including Peace with Russia (1959),
America and Russia in a Changing World (1971), and Special Envoy to Churchill
and Stalin, 1941–1946 (1975). He continued to make official visits to the Soviet
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Union, his last trip occurring in 1983. Harriman died at his home in Yorktown
Heights, New York, on 26 July 1986.

Thomas D. Veve
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King of Morocco (1961–1999). Born Moulay Hassan on 9 July 1929 in Rabat,
Hassan was the first son of Sultan Mohammed V and his wife Lalla Abla. He
received a classical education at the Imperial College in Rabat and later at the
University of Bordeaux in France, where he obtained a law degree in 1952.

Following World War II, which had seen Morocco support the Allied
cause with 350,000 troops, the movement in the French protectorate for
independence gained momentum. Despite deep ties with the French and
with French culture, Hassan and his father were strong nationalists who were
eventually forced into exile during 1953–1956. Upon Moroccan indepen-
dence in 1956 and Mohammad V’s return (he began calling himself king
in 1957), Hassan was named chief of staff of the royal armed forces and
deputy prime minister. More important, Hassan gained the practical polit-
ical experience to lead the nation through the tumultuous years following
independence.
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Upon the unexpected death of King Mohammed V in
March 1961, Hassan became king as Hassan II. He ruled
Morocco for the next thirty-eight years, surviving two
coups and persistent Islamic fundamentalist insurgency.
Although ostensibly a constitutional monarch, in reality
King Hassan II controlled nearly all sectors of government
through strong executive powers, key appointments, and
command of the military. He ruled with an iron fist, and
those who opposed his policies often suffered repression.
In the 1960s he worked to dismantle the opposition leftist
National Union Party (Union Socialiste des Forces Popu-
laires). His heavy-handedness was especially meted out to
those supporting independence for Western Sahara, which
Morocco unequivocally claims as its own territory and has
sought to annex since Spain abandoned the region in the
mid-1970s. For these reasons, Hassan often faced interna-
tional criticism for human rights abuses.

Nevertheless, Hassan increasingly instituted many
democratic principles during his leadership. During his
reign, literacy, women’s equality, education, and economic
well-being in Morocco all increased dramatically. He was a
progressive leader who, despite lacking the charisma of his
father, led Morocco from rural poverty to urban modernity
and prosperity. Hassan’s key characteristic was his ability
to balance relations with both the West, whose economic
and political aid helped modernize his country, and the
Middle East, whose Islamic heritage was his basis for power.
He was a skilled negotiator who mediated numerous con-
tentious issues among his European and Arab neighbors.
One of his most prominent accomplishments in this area
was his work in the 1980s, which sought recognition for
Israel and an end to the Arab-Israeli conflict. During the
Persian Gulf War, he sent troops to defend Saudi Arabia
despite public opposition and mass demonstrations.

Hassan II died of a heart attack on 23 July 1999 after
an extended illness. At the time of his death, he was the
Arab world’s longest-reigning monarch. He was succeeded
by his son, King Mohammed VI.

Mark M. Sanders
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Forging a powerful role for himself and his country
through a blend of Islamic traditionalism and Western
pragmatism, King Hassan II ruled Morocco for thirty-eight
years until his death in July 1999 at age seventy. (Embassy
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Conservative Japanese politician and prime minister (1954–1956). Born on
1 January 1883 in Ushigomeku, Tokyo, Hatoyama Ichiro m was educated at the
Tokyo Imperial University, from which he earned a law degree in 1907. He
entered politics and was first elected to the lower house of the Japanese leg-
islature (the Diet) in 1915.

Hatoyama was chief cabinet secretary to Prime Minister Tanaka Giichi’s
government from 1927 to 1929. From 1931 to 1934, Hatoyama served two
successive governments as education minister and in the meantime became
a leading member of the conservative Seiyukai Party. As proof of his conser-
vative mettle, when a prominent Kyoto Imperial University professor was
attacked for his liberal views by right-wing ideologues in 1932, Hatoyama
forced him to resign his university position the next year. Hatoyama was also
a member of the Taihei Yokusan-kai (Imperial Rule Assistance Association,
IRAA) during 1942–1943.

After World War II, Hatoyama organized the conservative postwar Lib-
eral Party and became its first president. Because of his past right-wing
politics, however, he was banned from public life by order of the supreme
commander for the Allied powers, General Douglas MacArthur, who con-
trolled the postwar Japanese occupation. Hatoyama was forced to leave his
newly formed party in the hands of Yoshida Shigeru. After the occupation,
Hatoyama returned to politics in late 1951 and founded the Japan Demo-
cratic Party (JDP), becoming its president in 1954. After engineering his own
political rehabilitation and with the aid of the JDP, Hatoyama ousted Prime
Minister Shigeru’s government and became prime minister in 1954.

At the time, a group of leading Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) politi-
cians sought to revise what they considered to be the coercively imposed
MacArthur Constitution. Hatoyama, no fan of MacArthur or of the U.S. occu-
pation, became one of the leading proponents of a constitutional revision.
Under Hatoyama’s leadership, Japan once again established itself within the
international community and in 1954 began making reparation payments to
nations it had attacked or occupied prior to its 1945 surrender. In 1956 the
Hatoyama government negotiated a termination of hostilities agreement with
the Soviet Union, which then dropped its United Nations veto against Japan’s
membership in the organization.

In failing health, Hatoyama resigned from office in 1956 and was suc-
ceeded by Ishibashi Tanzan. Hatoyama died on 7 March 1959 in Bunkyouku,
Tokyo.

Nenashi Kiichi

See also
Japan; Japan, Occupation after World War II; MacArthur, Douglas

References
Gordon, Andrew. A Modern History of Japan from Tokugawa Times to the Present. New

York: Oxford University Press, 2003.

Hatoyama Ichirom 899

Hatoyama Ichirō
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Czech writer, playwright, philosopher, prominent dissident, last president of
Czechoslovakia (1989–1992), and first president of the Czech Republic
(1993–2003). Václav Havel was born in Prague on 5 October 1936 to a wealthy
Czechoslovakian family that had made its money in the restaurant business.
Following the 1948 communist coup d’état, however, the family lost its enter-
prises, and Havel’s educational opportunities were severely restricted. Denied
the chance to study his true passions of philosophy, history, and cinema, he
received a degree in economics from the Czech University of Technology.

Following military service during 1957–1959, Havel worked as a stage
technician in the Prague theater on the Balustrade, which would later stage his
early plays, including The Garden Party (1963), The Memorandum (1965), and
The Increased Difficulty of Concentration (1968). These plays won him accolades
both at home and abroad. Havel’s plays, which were squarely grounded
in the theater of the absurd, reflected not only contemporary international
trends but also life under communist totalitarianism. In concert with other
like-minded young intellectuals, Havel coedited Czechoslovakia’s only non-
communist magazine of arts and letters, Tvár h. Following the Warsaw Pact’s
1968 invasion of Czechoslovakia that quashed the Prague Spring, however,
Tvár h was closed down and Havel’s plays were banned.

Havel exhorted his countrymen to resist what he termed “the occupa-
tion” and to move beyond the failed ideas of reformist communism. In 1975
he daringly authored a public letter to Czech President Gustáv Husák pro-
testing the government’s so-called normalization policies. In 1977, Havel
cofounded the Charter 77 movement, which condemned the Czech govern-
ment for failing to heed the 1975 Helsinki Final Act’s conditions for basic
human rights. He was jailed for several months after the Charter 77 recrimi-
nations were made public. In 1978 he penned his seminal essay, The Power
of the Powerless, in which he applied phenomenology to understand how
societies generate and sustain themselves through alienation and ideology, a
totalitarian system that nobody desires or believes in.

The Czech regime subjected Havel to frequent arrests and imprisonment,
including four years of hard labor during 1979–1983. His letters from prison
to his wife Olga were published in late 1982 by the literary critic Jan Lopatka,
who against Havel’s initial wishes preserved the personal aspects of the letters
to depict a human antithesis to the communist depiction of heroes as perfect
caricatures. After his release, Havel moved to his country house in Hrádec hek,
where he wrote his semiautobiographical play Largo Desolato (1986). By the
late 1980s, he was meeting frequently with foreign dignitaries and politicians,
and he was allowed to address a demonstration for the first time in December

900 Havel, Václav

Havel, Václav
(1936–)

Havel’s plays, which
were squarely
grounded in the
theater of the absurd,
reflected not only
contemporary
international trends,
but also life under
communist
totalitarianism.



1988. But he was again jailed in January 1989 for having
provoked antigovernment protests. Following international
outcry over his arrest, he was released in May.

After the student demonstration of 17 November 1989
that put the Velvet Revolution into high gear, Havel re-
turned to Prague as a founder of Civic Forum, which helped
bring down Husák’s government. Havel became the main
speaker in the nightly demonstrations, and on 10 Decem-
ber 1989 he forced the communists’ hand by calling for
free and unfettered national elections. On 29 December
the interim government elected Havel president, and he
proceeded to negotiate with the communists over the trans-
fer of power.

Havel’s government quickly completed the political
transfer of power and negotiated with Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev a rapid withdrawal of Soviet troops.
Havel’s administration also commenced Czechoslovakia’s
economic transition to a market economy. The new demo-
cratic parliament reelected Havel president in July 1990.
In 1992 the Slovaks elected a nationalist separatist govern-
ment. Unwilling to supervise the dismantling of the Czech
and Slovak Federation, Havel resigned as the last president
of Czechoslovakia in July 1992. After the 1 January 1993
split of the federation, Havel became the first president of
the Czech Republic later that month. He was narrowly
reelected in January 1998 to another five-year term. As pres-
ident, he attempted to wield power without direct involve-
ment in party politics, which led to conflicts among himself,
the legislature, and the main political parties. In declining health, Havel did
not stand for another presidential term when his tenure expired in 2003.

Aviezer Tucker
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Australian Labour Party politician and prime minister (1983–1991). Born
in Bordertown, Australia, on 9 December 1929 and raised in Perth, Robert
Hawke completed his undergraduate degree at the University of Western
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Australia. He joined the Labour Party in 1947 and in 1953 was selected as a
Rhodes Scholar to Oxford University, where he completed a Bachelor of
Letters at University College in 1955.

Returning to Australia, in 1958 Hawke was offered a post as research offi-
cer at the Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) headquarters in Mel-
bourne. He was selected as the ACTU’s president in 1959 despite the fact
that he had never held office in a trade union, and in 1973 he became federal
president of the Labour Party.

In March 1983 Hawke was elected Australia’s twenty-third prime minis-
ter. He went on to become one of the most successful Australian leaders of
the twentieth century. His policies were moderate and center-leftist, both
internationally and domestically. The Hawke government reflected its leader’s
personal traits of moderation, consensus, and pragmatic compromise. Domes-
tically, the Hawke government enacted several initiatives of the traditional
labor Left, such as the restoration of universal health insurance, various en-
vironmental initiatives, and the continuation of the reconciliation process
between the Australian government and its indigenous constituents. Yet
consistent with many reforms associated with rightist governments, he also
allowed the Australian dollar to float, privatized state sector industries, over-
hauled the tariff system, and implemented widespread industrial deregulation.

Hawke’s sense for attaining the middle ground became most evident in
Australia’s foreign policy. Although he was elected with the support of the
unionist Left, including unions controlled by the Communist Party, he did
not share their anti-American views and never pursued purely socialist posi-
tions. He was a strong supporter of both Israel and the U.S.-Australian
alliance, and he maintained cordial relations with U.S. Presidents Ronald
Reagan and George H. W. Bush.

The demise of the Hawke government came by way of a severe eco-
nomic recession in 1991. Hawke’s popularity declined, and he lost a no-
confidence vote on 20 December 1991. He resigned from parliament shortly
thereafter and retired from public life, although he has since supported several
Labour figures in federal elections.

Josh Ushay

See also
Australia

References
D’Alpuget, Blanche. Robert Hawke: A Biography. Ringwood, Victoria: Schwartz/

Penguin, 1984.
Hurst John. Hawke PM. Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1983.

British Labour Party politician, defense minister (1964–1970), and chancellor
of the exchequer (1974–1979). Born on 30 August 1917 in Etham, Kent, Denis
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Healey moved to Keighley, Yorkshire, at age five. He studied at Oxford dur-
ing 1936–1940. After a brief flirtation with communism in the 1930s, Healey
took a center-rightist position in the Labour Party. He saw active service in
the British Army during World War II, leaving as a major.

Having joined the Labour Party during the war, from 1945 to 1951
Healey worked as its international secretary. He opposed the spread of com-
munism at home and abroad, and at the same time he sought to assist and
encourage European social democratic movements. He was elected to Par-
liament on the Labour Party ticket in a by-election in 1952.

In the internecine political conflicts of the 1950s, Healey firmly sup-
ported Hugh Gaitskell, who was an opponent of the leftist faction led by
Aneurin Bevan. In 1959, Healey assumed a spot in the opposition shadow
cabinet, concentrating on colonial affairs and defense issues.

After thirteen years in opposition, the Labour Party achieved power in
October 1984, and Healey was appointed minister of defense. Serving in that
post during 1964–1970, he was compelled to institute large cuts in defense
spending, which forced him to cancel the purchase of U.S. F-111 aircraft and
the construction of a new aircraft carrier. Continuing economic pressures
similarly prompted his July 1967 policy statement, which precipitated the
withdrawal of British troops from their traditional role east of the Suez, an
announcement that had been delayed by British involvement in the 1963–
1966 confrontation between Indonesia and Malaysia.

In 1968 Healey, along with other Western defense ministers, agreed to
the new defense doctrine of flexible response, designed to give the Allies
more leeway in responding to potential confrontations. Upon the fall of the
James Harold Wilson government in 1970, Healey resigned his ministry and
became shadow foreign secretary during 1970–1972 and then shadow chan-
cellor in 1972–1974.

Upon Labour’s return to power in 1974, Healey was appointed chan-
cellor of the exchequer, holding that post until the fall of the Labour
government in 1979. In this role, Healey steered Britain through a period
of profound economic difficulty and was obliged to accept credits from
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in late 1976. Defeated for his
party’s leadership by Michael Foot in 1980, Healey was deputy leader dur-
ing 1980–1983. He left the House of Commons in 1992. He also wrote an
amusing, if slightly pompous, memoir, The Time of My Life, published in
1989.

Paul Wingrove

See also
Bevin, Ernest; Gaitskell, Hugh; International Monetary Fund; United Kingdom

References
Healey, Denis. The Time of My Life. London: Michael Joseph, 1989.
Morgan, Kenneth. Britain since 1945. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001.
Pearce, Edward. Denis Healey: A Life in Our Times. New York: Little, Brown/Time

Warner, 2002.

Healey, Denis 903



British Conservative Party leader (1965–1974) and prime minister (1970–
1975). Born in Broadstairs, Kent, on 9 July 1916, Edward Heath was the son
of a carpenter and local builder. Heath’s intelligence and ambition earned
him a spot at Balliol College, Oxford University, where he became president
of the Oxford Union and was active in conservative politics. He was called to
service duty in 1940, signed on with the army, and saw action in Belgium, the
Netherlands, and Germany during World War II, rising to the rank of major
by the end of the war.

Heath was first elected to Parliament as a Conservative in 1950, rising
through the ranks to become chief Conservative whip in 1955. In 1959 he
was appointed to head the Ministry of Labour. In 1960 he moved to the For-
eign Office where, during 1961–1963, he led the negotiations to help secure
British entry into the European Union (EU). Heath was elected to lead the
Conservative Party in 1965 and won an unexpected victory in the general
election of 1970, becoming prime minister.

As prime minister, one of Heath’s priorities was to achieve his earlier
goal of bringing Britain into the EU; Britain joined on 1 January 1973. Rather
unusually, Heath did not place great importance on his nation’s special rela-
tionship with the United States, although he did support the Americans in
their Vietnam struggle and approved of President Richard M. Nixon’s 1972
visit to China. However, Heath remained studiously neutral during the Arab-
Israeli War of 1973.

Severe economic problems, greatly exacerbated by the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) oil embargo between 1973 and
1974, placed the British economy in dire straits, and Heath was less than
successful in quelling the resultant dislocations. A government dispute
with the coal miners’ union in late 1973 led to further economic chaos,
including rolling electrical blackouts and the imposition of a three-day
workweek. These emergencies ultimately led to the Conservative defeat
in a 1974 election. The following year, Heath was ousted from the party
leadership by Margaret Thatcher. He remained in the House of Commons
until 2001. Much to his chagrin, he was not offered ministerial office by
Thatcher or her successors. Heath died in Salisbury, Wiltshire, England, on
17 July 2005.
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Federal Republic of Germany (FRG, West Germany) politician, minister
of justice (1949–1950, 1966–1969), and president (1969–1974). Born in
Schwelm, Germany, on 23 July 1899, Gustav Heinemann studied law,
political economy, and history at the universities of Münster, Munich, Göt-
tingen, and Berlin. He received a doctorate in political science from Mar-
burg University in 1921 and a doctorate in law from Münster University in
1929. During 1928–1945, he served as a legal advisor to and director of a
steel company. During the Nazi years, Heinemann became an orthodox
Protestant and committed himself to the church’s struggle against that
regime.

A member of the Christian Democratic Union (CDU), Heinemann
entered the Diet of North Rhine-Westphalia in 1947 and was its minister
of justice during 1947–1948. Although not a member of the Bundestag, he
was nevertheless appointed federal minister of the interior in Chancellor
Konrad Adenauer’s government in September 1949, a tactical move to in-
clude the Protestant wing of the CDU in the cabinet. Heinemann resigned
from office in October 1950 after a dispute with Adenauer over the chan-
cellor’s plan to rearm West Germany. Heinemann left the CDU in 1952 and
founded the All-German Peoples’ Party, which suffered a major electoral
defeat in 1957.

After the defeat, Heinemann joined the Social Democratic Party (SPD)
and entered the Bundestag in 1957. He subsequently served as federal
minister of justice in the coalition cabinet of Kurt-Georg Kiesinger from
1966 until his election as president in March 1969; he remained in that
office until June 1974. As the so-called citizen president, Heinemann, in
his public speeches, repeatedly sought to further develop values such as
democracy and individual freedom in West Germany. During several state
visits to neighboring countries, he strove to convey the image of a peace-
loving and internationally modest new Germany. Heinemann died in Essen
on 7 July 1976.

Bert Becker
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Career U.S. intelligence officer and director of the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) during 1966–1973. Born in St. Davids, Pennsylvania, on 30 March
1913, Richard Helms graduated from Williams College in 1935 and worked
for the United Press in Europe during 1935–1937. Returning to the United
States, he became director of advertising for the Indianapolis Times Pub-
lishing Company.

In 1942 Helms resigned from this position and enlisted in the U.S. Navy.
Owing to his fluency in German, he was invited to join the Office of Strategic
Services (OSS) in 1943, where he worked with future CIA director Allen W.
Dulles. Helms remained with the OSS in Germany after the war and became
part of the CIA when it was established in 1947.

During the late 1940s and 1950s, Helms was stationed in Germany, Aus-
tria, and Switzerland. He also served several years at CIA headquarters in
Langley, Virginia. As his influence and stature grew during the 1960s, he
became involved in CIA activities that were at least questionably unethical;
these included planning assassination attempts on Cuban leader Fidel Cas-
tro and the overthrow of Republic of Vietnam (RVN, South Vietnam) Presi-
dent Ngo Dinh Diem, who was subsequently murdered in a generals’ putsch
in 1963.

After a stint as CIA deputy director during 1965–1966, Helms was ap-
pointed director of the CIA in 1966 by President Lyndon Johnson. As such,
Helms continued to engage in questionable endeavors. Under his direction,
the CIA supported more than one hundred research projects focused on mind
control, including experimentation involving illegal drugs on human sub-
jects. He also supported aggressive CIA activities in Vietnam. Under Helms,
the CIA engaged in domestic surveillance operations. He launched opera-
tions designed to investigate the relationships between American dissidents
and foreign governments and to target peace movements and radical college
organizations, although these operations were a serious violation of the CIA
charter. These lasted until the U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam in 1973.

Helms also became increasingly concerned over the emergence of left-
wing movements in Latin America. In 1973 he directed the CIA-sponsored
coup d’état against Salvador Allende, the popularly elected president of Chile.
Allende was assassinated, and Chile came to be governed by a rightist mili-
tary junta under General Augusto Pinochet.

President Richard M. Nixon, under fire for the Watergate scandal, refused
to reappoint Helms as CIA director in 1973, allegedly because Helms
refused to involve the CIA in Watergate. Helms then became U.S. ambassa-
dor to Iran, a post he held until 1976. In 1977, Congress investigated Helms’s
part in the fall of the Allende regime and determined that he was guilty of
perjury for failing to truthfully answer questions posed by Congress. He was
fined $2,000 and given a two-year suspended sentence. He then became a
consultant for international business. Helms died in Washington, D.C., on
23 October 2002.

William T. Walker
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Concluding document of the multilateral Conference on Security and Coop-
eration in Europe (CSCE), held during 1972–1975. The Helsinki Final Act
was signed by representatives of thirty-five European and North American
states on 1 August 1975 in Helsinki, Finland, and was the summation agree-
ment of the CSCE. The act bridged significant differences between Western
and Eastern Europe through far-reaching concurrences on political borders,
trade and, most notably, human rights. The accord is often described as the
high point of détente and was a key diplomatic turning point in the Cold War.

The Helsinki Final Act was not a formal treaty. It was an international
agreement to which countries were bound politically but not legally. The act
was the result of years of negotiations, first proposed by the Soviets in Geneva
in 1954. Discussions commenced in earnest with the Helsinki Consultations
of 22 November 1972 and the formal opening of the CSCE on 3 July 1973.
The Consultations and talks that followed focused on four baskets of issues.
The first dealt with ten principles guiding relations in Europe, including the
inviolability of frontiers, the territorial integrity of states, and the peaceful
settlement of disputes. The first basket also incorporated confidence-building
measures such as advanced notification of military troop maneuvers. The
second basket addressed economic, scientific, and technological cooperation
among CSCE states, and the third basket concentrated on such humanitar-
ian issues as the reunification of families, improved working conditions for
journalists, and increased cultural exchanges. The fourth basket focused on
follow-up procedures.

The signing of the Helsinki Final Act was initially unpopular in many
Western countries because it conceded Soviet domination of Eastern Europe
and formally recognized the Soviet Union’s annexation of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania. Yet the publication of the Helsinki Final Act in Eastern Europe
spurred the formation of Helsinki Monitoring Groups, the most prominent of
which was founded in Moscow by Yuri Orlov, Yelena Bonner, and nine other
Soviet human rights activists. These monitoring groups called upon Eastern
bloc nations to uphold their Helsinki commitments and drew international
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attention to their reports of human rights abuses. These groups became part
of a larger political and social movement that ultimately prefigured the end
of the Cold War.

The Helsinki Final Act marked the beginning of an ongoing process,
known as the Helsinki Process, in which CSCE states convened periodically
to review the implementation of the act and initiate further efforts to
decrease East-West tensions. In 1989, as the Berlin Wall came down and the
Czechoslovakian Velvet Revolution moved into high gear, many East Euro-
pean reformers, including Czechoslovakia’s Václav Havel, cited the Helsinki
Process as a key part of their success in throwing off the yoke of communist
totalitarianism.

Sarah B. Snyder
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U.S. secretary of state (1959–1961). Born in Paris, France, on 28 March 1895,
the son of Boston Brahmin parents who were expatriate artists, Christian
Herter was educated at the Browning School in New York and at Harvard
University. He spent a year studying architecture at Columbia University
but left in 1916 to join the Foreign Service, serving on the U.S. delegation to
the 1919 Paris Peace Conference.

Herter next worked for Herbert Hoover in the American Relief Asso-
ciation. When Hoover became secretary of commerce in 1921, Herter spent
three years as his assistant before returning to Boston. In 1931 Herter began
twelve years—four as Speaker—in the Massachusetts House of Represen-
tatives, followed by five terms (1943–1953) as U.S. congressman for Mass-
achusetts and two terms (1953–1957) as governor of Massachusetts. An
internationalist Republican, Herter strongly supported the creation of the
United Nations (UN) and the Marshall Plan.

Named undersecretary of state in 1957 on the recommendation of Vice
President Richard M. Nixon, Herter worked well with the formidable secre-
tary, John Foster Dulles, who died of cancer in May 1959 and designated
Herter as his successor. Although Herter soon won President Dwight Eisen-
hower’s confidence, his influence never approached that of Dulles. As rela-
tions with Cuba deteriorated after Fidel Castro took power in 1959, Herter

908 Herter, Christian Archibald

Herter, Christian
Archibald
(1895–1966)



counseled restraint but persuaded the Organization of
American States (OAS) to pass a censure resolution against
Castro.

Herter’s most crucial efforts involved Soviet-American
relations. Seeking to resolve the crisis that began in No-
vember 1958 when Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev de-
manded that Western forces leave West Berlin, at a summer
1959 Geneva conference Herter unsuccessfully put forward
proposals to unite both Berlin and eventually Germany
under democratically elected governments. Efforts in 1960
to negotiate a Soviet-American arms control and reduction
agreement proved equally fruitless, foundering on inspec-
tion provisions. When Soviet antiaircraft batteries downed
an American U-2 spy plane on 1 May 1960 and the Soviets
captured pilot Francis Gary Powers, Herter recommended
that Eisenhower accept responsibility for the flights and
publicly defended the missions. Khrushchev nonetheless
aborted the impending May 1960 summit meeting between
himself, Eisenhower, and British Prime Minister Harold
Macmillan.

When President John F. Kennedy took office in 1961,
Herter retired from public life. In November 1962 Ken-
nedy appointed Herter his chief foreign trade negotiator,
a post he retained until his death in Washington, D.C., on
30 December 1966.

Priscilla Roberts
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British Conservative Party politician, cabinet secretary in various posts, and
deputy prime minister (1995–1997). Born in Swansea, Wales, on 21 March 1933,
Michael Heseltine graduated from Pembroke College, Oxford University,
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Christian A. Herter was secretary of state in the Eisen-
hower administration during 1959–1961. (Dwight D.
Eisenhower Library)
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where he was president of the Oxford Union. He then worked in a number
of fields, including property management and publishing. He became a
multimillionaire with his Haymarket Press, which publishes news and trade
magazines.

Heseltine was first elected to Parliament in 1966. Over the next decade he
advanced in the Conservative Party, and when Margaret Thatcher became
prime minister in 1979 she appointed him secretary of state for the environ-
ment. In 1983 he became secretary of state for defense.

During the Thatcher years, Heseltine generally supported the govern-
ment’s military buildup and a tough stance toward the Soviet Union. He
abruptly left the cabinet in 1986, however, when he found himself at odds
with Thatcher for his role in the Westland Helicopter Affair. Heseltine pre-
ferred a European merger of the failing Westland firm with Italian and French
aerospace companies, while Thatcher sought to join Westland with U.S.-
based Sikorsky. Heseltine was also at odds with the Thatcher government on
other matters.

Heseltine remained in the House of Commons, and in November 1990
he engineered a challenge to Thatcher’s leadership. After one ballot Thatcher
stepped aside, but Heseltine still faced two opponents for the party’s leader-
ship. Eventually John Major, chancellor of the exchequer, won the party
election and became prime minister.

As a consolation, Major named Heseltine environment secretary, a post
he held until 1992. Heseltine also served Major as industry secretary dur-
ing 1992–1995 and deputy prime minister in 1993, a post he held until 1997.
After the 1997 Labour victory, Heseltine left the government. He remained in
Parliament until 2001, when he was given a life peerage as Baron Heseltine.

Justin P. Coffey
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Federal Republic of Germany (FRG, West Germany) politician and its first
president (1949–1959). Born on 31 January 1884 in Brackenheim, Germany,
Theodor Heuss was educated in cultural and economic studies at universities
in Munich and Berlin. He received his doctorate in economics from Munich
University in 1905 and taught political science during 1920–1933. He held a
Reichstag seat for the leftist-liberal German Democratic Party (DDP) during
1924–1928 and again during 1930–1933. Highly critical of German Chancellor
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Adolf Hitler, Heuss was dismissed from his lectureship in 1933 and retreated
into retirement in 1936, spending his time writing biographies.

In September 1945 Heuss became minister of cultural affairs in
Württemberg-Baden but resigned after the November 1946 elections. A
cofounder of a new liberal party in Württemberg, he was elected chairman of
the regional Democratic People’s Party (DVP) in 1946. At the national level,
he became cochairman of the Democratic Party of Germany (DPD) in 1947,
the major forerunner of the Free Democratic Party (FDP). A member of the
Württemberg Diet during 1946–1949, he helped draft the new federal con-
stitution. He also became a member of the Bundestag in August 1949 but
resigned in September 1949 when the Federal Council elected him presi-
dent of West Germany.

During his first term, Heuss was mainly concerned with domestic affairs.
Although the office of federal president had minimal political power, he
engaged himself in promoting democratic values and in reconciling different
groups of German society. Following his 1954 reelection, he turned to for-
eign affairs and paid state visits to a number of Western nations. His major
intentions were to draw a clear distinction between the Nazi state and West
Germany and to enhance West Germany’s international reputation. His gen-
erally cordial relationship with Chancellor Konrad Adenauer was shattered
in 1959 when Adenauer, wishing to become the next president, indicated his
intention to enhance the political power of the office. At the end of his sec-
ond term in 1959, Heuss retired from politics and resumed writing. He died
in Stuttgart on 12 December 1963.

Bert Becker
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American midlevel State Department official and alleged Cold War spy. Born
on 11 November 1904 in Baltimore, Maryland, Alger Hiss was educated at
Johns Hopkins and Harvard universities. He joined the U.S. State Depart-
ment in 1936. Among several important assignments, he was private secre-
tary to U.S. Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, secretary to the
Dumbarton Oaks Conference (1944), and among the U.S. delegation to the
1945 Yalta Conference. Hiss also served as secretary-general of the United
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Nations’ (UN) organizing conference in San Francisco
(1945–1946). In February 1947, with support from John
Foster Dulles, Hiss became head of the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace.

In August 1948 Whittaker Chambers, a self-confessed
ex-communist, accused Hiss of having been a member of
the Communist Party in the 1930s and of having betrayed
State Department secrets to the Soviets. Hiss strenuously
denied the charges under oath. He was subsequently
indicted by a grand jury for perjury, as the statute of limi-
tations for treason had expired, and was bound over for
trial, which resulted in a hung jury in July 1949. Then, in a
highly publicized retrial in January 1950, Hiss was found
guilty and served forty-four months in the Lewisburg Fed-
eral Penitentiary. He continued to assert his innocence and
so too did a large and influential body of supporters, which
precipitated one of the most intense and enigmatic debates
of the entire Cold War.

Archival revelations in the 1990s, including those from
Russian sources, vindicated neither Hiss nor his defenders.
Historical evidence now seems to suggest that Hiss was
indeed guilty of treason. The strange case of Alger Hiss
was a defining episode not only in the Cold War but also in
modern American politics. It rallied conservatives, gave
birth to the excesses of McCarthyism, and spotlighted
Hiss’s nemesis, the little-known California Congressman
Richard M. Nixon, who would later go on to become a U.S.
senator, vice president, and president. Hiss died on 15 No-
vember 1996 in New York City.

Phillip Deery

See also
Chambers, Whittaker; McCarthy, Joseph Raymond; McCarthy Hearings; McCarthy-

ism; Nixon, Richard Milhous

References
Lowenthal, John. “Venona and Alger Hiss.” Intelligence and National Security 15(3)

(2000): 98–130.
Weinstein, Allen. Perjury: The Hiss-Chambers Case. New York: Knopf, 1978.
White, G. Edward. Alger Hiss’s Looking-Glass Wars: The Covert Life of a Soviet Spy.

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004.

Vietnamese nationalist, founder of the Vietnamese Communist Party (1930),
and first president of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (1946–1969). Ho

912 Ho Chi Minh

U.S. citizen Alger Hiss was convicted of perjury in 1950 as
part of an investigation into an alleged spy ring. Hiss was
accused of being a communist and of sharing state secrets
with the Soviet Union. The matter of his guilt or innocence
is still debated today. (Library of Congress)
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is considered the most influential political figure of mod-
ern Vietnam. Born Nguyen Sinh Cung on 19 May 1890
in Kimlien, Annam, Vietnam, his father was a Confucian
scholar who had served in the Vietnamese imperial bureau-
cracy but resigned to protest the French occupation of his
country. Nguyen received his secondary education at the
prestigious National Academy, a French-style lycée in Hue.
In 1911 he hired on as a merchant ship cook, traveling to
the United States, Africa, and Europe. He then became first
a photography assistant and then an assistant pastry chef in
London. With the beginning of World War I, Nguyen
moved to Paris, where he became active in the French
Socialist Party. Changing his name to Nguyen Ai Quoc
(Nguyen the Patriot), he became a leader in the large Indo-
Chinese community in France. After the war, he helped
draft a petition to the Allied leaders at the Paris Peace Con-
ference demanding self-determination for colonial peoples;
the petition was ignored.

When the Socialist Party split in 1920, Nguyen became
one of the founders of the new French Communist Party.
He spent the early 1920s in Moscow at the headquarters
of the Communist International (Comintern). In 1924 he
went to Guangzhou (Canton), China, and during the next
two years worked to form a Marxist-Leninist revolutionary
organization in French Indochina. In 1925 he organized
the Vietnamese Revolutionary Youth League as a training
ground for the future Vietnamese Communist Party. In
1929 he presided over a meeting in Hong Kong that
brought several communist factions together, forming a
single Vietnamese Communist Party, later renamed the
Indochinese Communist Party (ICP).

By the early 1940s Nguyen had taken the name Ho Chi
Minh (Bearer of Light). He left Hong Kong and returned
to Vietnam in early 1941, where he formed a broad nationalist alliance, the
League for the Independence of Vietnam (Viet Minh), to combat both the
French and Japanese occupations. The Viet Minh generally downplayed
orthodox communist ideology and emphasized anti-imperialism and land
reform, although it was dominated by the ICP.

During World War II Ho shuttled between Vietnam and China to build
support for his movement. He was held in detention for a year in China by
the anticommunist Chinese Guomindang (GMD, Nationalists), who released
him in 1944. He had also worked with the U.S. Office of Strategic Services
(OSS). When Japan surrendered in August 1945, the Viet Minh occupied
Hanoi, and Ho established the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV, North
Vietnam). He became president of the newly formed nation on 2 March
1946. Ho sought to avoid hostilities with France, but differences between the
Viet Minh nationalists and the French, who steadfastly refused to give up
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Pictured here in 1954, Vietnamese communist and nation-
alist Ho Chi Minh founded the Indochina Communist
Party in 1930 and was president of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam (DRV, North Vietnam) from 1945 to
1969. (Library of Congress)



their hold on Vietnam, led to fighting and the beginning of the Indochina
War in December 1946.

During the eight-year conflict against the French, Ho played an active
part in policy formulation, while Viet Minh General Vo Nguyen Giap was
chief military strategist. Following the defeat of the French at the Battle of
Dien Bien Phu in 1954, Vietnam was divided along the 17th Parallel, with
elections in North Vietnam and the Republic of Vietnam (RVN, South Viet-
nam) scheduled for 1956. When South Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh
Diem refused to accede to the elections, with the blessing of U.S. President
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s administration, fighting resumed in the south and
in 1960 Ho and the North Vietnamese leadership decided to support it.
Although Ho was certainly a staunch communist, he was first and foremost
a Vietnamese nationalist, determined to see his nation unified no matter
the cost.

During the subsequent long war with the United States, Ho remained an
important symbol of nationalist resistance and played an active part in for-
mulating North Vietnamese policy. He was primarily responsible for North
Vietnamese dealings with both the Soviet Union and the People’s Republic
of China (PRC). Ho did not live to see his dream of a united Vietnam real-
ized. He died in Hanoi on 3 September 1969. In 1975, when North Viet-
namese troops were victorious, the South Vietnamese capital of Saigon was
renamed Ho Chi Minh City in his honor. Today, Ho’s body is on public dis-
play in a mausoleum in Hanoi.

James H. Willbanks
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Head of the Economic Cooperation Administration (ECA) during 1948–1950
and first president of the Ford Foundation during 1950–1953. Born on 26 April
1891 in Chicago, Illinois, Paul Hoffman studied one year at the University of
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Chicago but left to work in a car dealership, where he prospered. After eight-
een months in the U.S. Army during World War I, he bought a Studebaker
dealership in southern California, eventually serving as president of that
company from 1935 until 1948. A socially conscious businessman, he worked
well with labor representatives and instituted social welfare and consumer
safety policies.

During World War II, as the first chairman of the Committee for Eco-
nomic Development (CED), a progressive business organization founded in
1942, Hoffman came to believe that continued postwar economic prosperity
depended on the expansion of international trade. Although a Republican,
he supported President Harry S. Truman’s policies of foreign aid to war-
devastated countries. With the passage of the Marshall Plan in 1948, Hoffman
somewhat reluctantly agreed to become the first head of its administering
body, the ECA. As administrator, Hoffman ran an honest and efficient organ-
ization, proved highly effective in providing public justifications of the pro-
gram, and persuaded European aid recipients to coordinate their recovery
efforts.

After leaving the ECA in 1950, Hoffman became the first president of
the Ford Foundation, the wealthiest philanthropic organization in America.
By now a strong internationalist, he was among those instrumental in per-
suading General Dwight D. Eisenhower to seek the Republican presidential
nomination in 1952. Attacked by political conservatives as unduly liberal, in
1953 Hoffman resigned his Ford position and returned to Studebaker.

Over conservative opposition, in 1956 Eisenhower appointed Hoffman
a delegate to the United Nations (UN) General Assembly, and from then on
Hoffman focused on facilitating economic progress in developing nations.
In December 1958 UN Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld appointed
Hoffman to head a new UN Special Fund for this purpose, later renamed the
UN Development Program, which he led until 1971. The program eventu-
ally raised and distributed about $3.4 billion in seed money. Hoffman died
in New York City on 8 October 1974, leaving an outstanding humanitarian
record.

Priscilla Roberts
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Communist politician and minister of national defense in the German Demo-
cratic Republic (GDR, East Germany) during 1960–1985. Born in Mann-
heim, Germany, on 28 November 1910 into a working-class family, Heinz
Hoffmann became a mechanic, joined the Communist Party’s youth section,
and was involved in party activities at a young age. In 1935 he immigrated to
the Soviet Union. In the late 1930s he fought in the Spanish Civil War, was
wounded, and returned to the USSR. Following the June 1941 German inva-
sion of the Soviet Union, Hoffman was trained by the Soviet intelligence
organization (NKVD) in partisan warfare and was subsequently employed in
the indoctrination of German prisoners of war.

In January 1946 Hoffmann returned to Germany, where he worked as an
assistant to several communist leaders. After the formation of East Germany,
he was appointed deputy minister of interior in 1950. In 1955 he entered the
Academy of the Soviet General Military Staff in Moscow and graduated in
1957. Appointed deputy minister for national defense in 1958, he advanced
to the ministry’s top position in 1960 and remained there until his death in
1985.

Hoffmann was a standing member of the East German politburo dur-
ing 1973–1985. During his last years, alcoholism and charges of corruption
diminished his status, and he eventually became only a figurehead. Hoffman
died in Berlin on 2 December 1985.

Bernd Schaefer
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Ten Hollywood scriptwriters and directors jailed because of their alleged
affiliations with the Communist Party and for their refusal to provide infor-
mation to the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) during the
1950s McCarthy era in the United States.

American films in the post–World War II era had begun to grow increas-
ingly bold, both in their sociopolitical messages and in their depictions of
sexuality. Summoned to speak before HUAC, Hollywood artists of all kinds
(directors, actors, writers) who had ties to the Communist Party or had simply
been leftists or progressives were faced with a daunting challenge: they were
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expected to admit their guilt but also had to give up names of other Holly-
wood types who had allegedly participated in communist activities. If they
chose not to do so, they faced jail time and banishment from Hollywood
through a blacklist generated by frightened movie producers.

Many “friendlies,” as friendly witnesses were dubbed, capitulated to
save their own careers, among them director Elia Kazan, an ex-communist
who benefited greatly from his cowardice before HUAC. But a few defied
the McCarthyist witch-hunt at great cost to their lives and careers. The most
famous of these became known as the Hollywood Ten. They were Alvah
Bessie, Herbert Biberman, Lester Cole, Edward Dmytryk, Ring Lardner Jr.,
John Howard Lawson, Albert Maltz, Sam Ornitz, Robert Adrian Scott, and
Dalton Trumbo. Most were screenwriters whose scripts had dealt with anti-
fascist topics.
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Hollywood writers and producers, known as the Hollywood Ten, stand with their lawyers before their arraignment in
U.S. District Court. (Bettmann/Corbis)



The Hollywood Ten were accused of writing and producing films that
advanced procommunist propaganda. They argued in return that their First
Amendment rights were being violated by being forced to speak when their
conscience prevented them from doing so. The courts did not agree, and
they were subsequently sentenced to prison.

The careers of these men were either ruined or painfully diminished.
The solidarity of the Hollywood Ten also crumbled when Dmytryk, a direc-
tor, turned on his friends and claimed that they forced him to include com-
munist elements in his films. Forgiven by Hollywood, his career actually
improved.

Much has been made of the other nine members avoiding the blacklist
by writing under pseudonyms. It is often pointed out that Trumbo was able
to write Stanley Kubrick’s Spartacus under his own name in 1960. Never-
theless, the number of scripts they could write and the compensation they
received were greatly reduced compared to their pre-HUAC indictments.
When contrasted with Dmytryk’s career, they undoubtedly suffered for their
position.

The Hollywood Ten were among many whose lives were ruined by
HUAC’s Hollywood witch-hunt. Actors and actresses branded as commu-
nists saw their lives destroyed to a greater extent than other HUAC targets.
Legendary actor Sam Jaffe, who played such roles as Gunga Din, died in
penurious obscurity. Other performers whose livelihoods were virtually wiped
out include Zero Mostel, Burl Ives, and Dorothy Parker.

The Hollywood Ten remained in the public eye long after McCarthyism
came to an end. In 1970 Trumbo gave a speech when presented with a life-
time award by the Screen Writer’s Guild proclaiming that young screenwriters,
when looking back upon that time, should not “search for villains or heroes
or saints or devils because there were none; there were only victims.”

Hollywood’s reasons for keeping the blacklist in the public eye have less
to do with history and justice than with profiting from a sensational topic. At
least ten feature films have been produced dealing with the subject. In the
1970s, The Front, a comedy starring Woody Allen, represented the hands-off
approach that Hollywood was taking toward the era. The early 1990s pro-
duced Guilty by Suspicion, a dark drama starring Robert De Niro that por-
trayed the Hollywood Ten as nothing less than saints. But perhaps the finest
balance is struck in the The Majestic (2001) that combines the comedy of The
Front with the drama of Guilty By Suspicion, with Jim Carrey playing a black-
listed screenwriter.

Ranjan Chibber
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Australian Liberal Party politician and prime minister (1966–1967). Born on
5 August 1908 in Sydney, Harold Holt, the son of a well-known theater direc-
tor, graduated with a law degree from the University of Melbourne and
worked for a short time as a solicitor before being elected to the federal par-
liament in 1935, where he became a protégé of Liberal Party leader Robert
Gordon Menzies. Holt briefly served in the Australian Army during World
War II.

After eight years in opposition during 1941–1949, the new Menzies
government of 1949 named Holt minister for labor and national service. He
held this post until 1958. He also served as minister of immigration during
1949–1956. He became deputy leader of the Liberal Party in 1956 and was
appointed finance minister (treasurer) in 1958, a post he held until he suc-
ceeded Menzies as prime minister in 1966.

The major issue that confronted the Holt government was the Vietnam
War. Consistent with the conservative Liberal Party’s policies, Holt held fast
to the U.S.-Australian alliance and increased troop deployments to Vietnam,
which was very controversial. By tapping into the traditional American affin-
ity among the Australian populace, the Holt government continued to main-
tain its popularity.

On 17 December 1967, Holt drowned while swimming at a resort in
Portsea, Victoria. His remains were never found, and he was officially pre-
sumed dead on 19 December.

Josh Ushay
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Spanish-speaking nation in the north-central portion of Central America.
Honduras, with a 1945 population of 1.37 million people, covers 43,278 square
miles and is bordered by Guatemala and the Caribbean Sea to the north
and east, Nicaragua to the south, and El Salvador and the Pacific Ocean to
the south-southwest. Honduras became a key Cold War ally of the United
States, serving as a staging area from which insurrections were launched
against Guatemala in 1954 and Nicaragua during the 1980s. Despite its close
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relationship with Washington, Honduras has remained one of the poorest
countries in Latin America.

By 1907, Honduras had endured seven revolutions in fifteen years and
was stricken with a foreign debt of $124 million. By the 1920s the all-powerful
United Fruit Company (UFCO) had begun to exert strong influence in Hon-
duras and by 1924 owned 88,000 acres of land. In 1929, UFCO paid $32 mil-
lion to buy out its Honduran competitor, thus completing its takeover of fruit
production in Honduras.

By the start of the Cold War, Honduras was the archetypal banana re-
public, the entire economy of which was controlled by large American fruit
companies. In 1954, however, the political landscape in Honduras began to
change. UFCO’s workers went on strike, marking a significant change in
Honduran labor practices. The series of coups and countercoups that fol-
lowed the strike led to the rise to power of Dr. Villeda Morales in 1957. Mod-
eling himself on Guatemalan President Jacobo Arbenz and Costa Rican leader
José Figueres Ferrer, Morales introduced a labor code, social security, and
agrarian reforms. However, the high level of control that U.S. investors held
in Honduras stymied many of his reforms.

Honduras was critical to the United States in both geostrategic and
financial terms, as its location served as an ideal base from which to influence
other Central American nations. As such, Honduras was used as a base for
the U.S.-armed and -trained forces that would march into Guatemala and
overthrow the leftist Arbenz in 1954.

By the time President John F. Kennedy introduced the Alliance for
Progress in 1961, Honduras was a key strategic U.S. ally. In 1963 Morales was
overthrown and replaced by an army junta, causing great consternation in
Washington. Kennedy severed all ties with Honduras, seeking to deter other
ambitious militaries in Latin America. Ironically, however, Washington was
largely responsible for creating the Honduran Army through a 1954 agree-
ment and was forced to recognize that without the support of the Honduran
junta, the Alliance for Progress had little chance of success. The net result
in Honduras was to instigate a class war, which was further compounded in
1969 when El Salvador invaded Honduras in the infamous Soccer War, which
broke out during a soccer match between the two countries.

By the end of the 1970s, Honduras had become a vast U.S. military base.
Consequentially, the Honduran Army became even more powerful, while
mounting social and economic ills were overlooked. Honduras had its place
in the U.S. world order spelled out when President Gerald Ford’s adminis-
tration offered little help to Hondurans after a 1975 hurricane in retaliation
for a proposed land redistribution policy. By the end of the decade, as Wash-
ington’s policies in Central American began to disintegrate, Honduras again
became a critical U.S. ally.

Deteriorating U.S.-Nicaraguan relations only heightened the impor-
tance of Honduras in Central America, especially during Ronald Reagan’s
presidency. During 1980–1984, U.S. military aid to Honduras jumped from
$4 million annually to $77.5 million. Washington’s focus on short-term strate-
gic and military objectives backfired, however, when political instability in
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Honduras threatened to plunge the nation into a civil conflict. By the mid-
1980s, Honduras was struck by an economic depression, with some observers
fearing that Hondurans were being pushed toward leftist radicalization, sim-
ilar to what had transpired in neighboring El Salvador.

Nevertheless, Hondurans were compelled to stay loyal to the United
States because of its overwhelming dependence on American aid. Through-
out the 1980s, the American military presence in Honduras grew exponen-
tially, as Honduras had become a key component in Washington’s efforts to
overthrow the Nicaraguan Sandinistas. By the early 1990s and the end of the
Cold War, with the Sandinista regime gone, U.S. aid to Honduras dropped
dramatically, leaving the nation again in precarious economic straits.

Bevan Sewell
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Chairman of the Council of State of the German Democratic Republic (GDR,
East Germany) during 1976–1989. Born in Neunkirchen, Saar, on 25 August
1912, Erich Honecker was exposed to socialist politics at an early age. He
joined the youth section of the German Communist Party (DKP) in 1926
and became a full-fledged party member in 1929. He studied in Moscow for
two years and returned to Germany in 1931. He was arrested by the Nazi
regime in 1935 and held for two years before being tried and convicted of
communist activities.

Released in 1945, Honecker immediately resumed his communist polit-
ical activity. He was one of the initial members of the Socialist Unity Party
(SED) of Germany and established a working relationship with Walter
Ulbricht, the Moscow-trained leader of the communists in eastern Germany.
Honecker had charge of the Freie Deutsche Jugend, the youth section of the
SED, and became a candidate member of the party’s secretariat in 1950. Ele-
vated to full-member status in 1958, he was charged with the construction of
the Berlin Wall in August 1961 and established himself firmly as a rising star
of the communist elite.

Honecker traded on his support in hard-line circles to organize the
ouster of Ulbricht in 1971. Willi Stoph became the titular leader of the East
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Germany, but Honecker was the real power behind the
scenes. He successfully led a drive to win international
diplomatic recognition for the East German state and
established East Germany as an Olympics powerhouse.
Honecker emerged in 1976 to assume Stoph’s title as
chairman of the Council of State, which he would hold
until October 1989.

The East German economy stagnated under Honecker,
but he remained committed to hard-line, inflexible commu-
nist policies even when Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
pressed for reforms in the mid-1980s. The withdrawal of
Soviet support, however, proved fatal to Honecker’s regime.
When public protests emerged in East Germany during
1988 and 1989, Honecker was unwilling to suppress them
by force without the support of Soviet forces, and he was
forced to resign his offices on 18 October 1989. His succes-
sors, Egon Krenz and Hans Modrow, were unable to sus-
tain East Germany as a viable independent state.

With German authorities trying to prosecute him for
crimes committed during his reign—charges mainly related
to the deaths of persons trying to escape over the Berlin
Wall—Honecker sought refuge first in a Soviet military
hospital and then in Moscow. He returned to Berlin in 1992
after the collapse of the Soviet Union and was arrested. Ill
health led to his release before he could be tried in 1993,
however, and he moved to Chile. Honecker died there on
29 May 1994.

Timothy C. Dowling
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British colonial port city that functioned as a key strategic Cold War outpost
as well as an ideological battleground between Western-style capitalism and
communism. Bordering southeastern China and the South China Sea, Hong
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Erich Honecker, the leader of the German Democratic
Republic (GDR, East Germany) and a staunch Stalinist,
pursued hard-line communist policies during the years he
was in power (1976–1989). (Peter Turnley/Corbis)
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Kong is roughly six times the size of Washington, D.C., and was acquired by
the British in 1841. The British long considered Hong Kong a logical step-
ping stone in developing Chinese trade ties and as an entrée to markets
throughout Southeast Asia. After World War II, Britain recovered control of
Hong Kong from the Japanese and was determined to retain it for commer-
cial as well as strategic reasons. Its population at the time was about 600,000
people.

The establishment of the communist People’s Republic of China (PRC)
in October 1949, which extended Cold War rivalries in Asia, hardened
British intentions to retain the colony. Hong Kong’s value to Britain’s Asian
policies was twofold. First, it was the starting point in an effort to contain
communism and protect British interests, which ran from Hong Kong through
Indochina, Thailand, Burma, Malaya, Singapore, India, and Sri Lanka. Sec-
ond, the British hoped that retaining Hong Kong would perhaps facilitate
Anglo-Chinese trade.

From a broader point of view, Britain entertained the idea that a pros-
perous and stable Hong Kong might dissuade the PRC from leaning toward
the Soviet Union or promoting an Asian-style Titoism. To accomplish this,
Britain took great efforts to develop Hong Kong.

The PRC also seemed to realize that a foreign-run Hong Kong would
best serve their interests. Despite their one-nation cause, the Chinese com-
munists had no plans to retake Hong Kong. Their policy was summarized as
“long-term planning, full exploitation,” meaning that there was no urgency
to retake Hong Kong, whose colonial status should be utilized to maximize
national interests. By 1997, when the British returned the colony to the PRC,
Hong Kong had been transformed into an ultramodern city, an international
financial center, and a vital seaport.

Hong Kong’s value to the PRC was multifaceted. Economically, Hong
Kong served as one of the few trading channels for the PRC to buy Western
materials and earn coveted Western currencies. This thinking was soon jus-
tified when both the United States and the United Nations (UN) imposed
sanctions on China during the Korean War and when the Soviet Union
stopped assisting the PRC in the late 1950s. Diplomatically, Hong Kong
helped the PRC gain diplomatic recognition from Britain, the first Western
country to do so. From a strategic vantage point, by tolerating British control
of Hong Kong the PRC hoped to drive a wedge in the Anglo-American
alliance, which was at least partially achieved when Britain demonstrated
reservations and sometimes opposition to U.S. efforts to place embargoes on
Hong Kong and the PRC during the Taiwan Strait crises of the 1950s. As the
only port along the Chinese coast remaining in foreign hands, Hong Kong
also became a vital window and observation post for the PRC, allowing it
to contact overseas Chinese, promote the PRC’s cause, continue the civil war
against the Republic of China (Taiwan), and counter American containment
efforts.

The United States also found Hong Kong strategically useful. Given
the absence of a diplomatic relationship with the PRC, Hong Kong served
as the Americans’ primary contact point with Mainland China, from which
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intelligence gathering could take place with relative ease. Moreover, Hong
Kong’s port facilities provided the U.S. Navy with a convenient fueling sta-
tion during military expeditions, especially during the Vietnam War. In view
of these advantages, America supported Britain’s retention of Hong Kong
and encouraged the British to improve the colony’s economic and social con-
ditions in hopes of making Hong Kong a free-world outpost that would stand
in sharp contrast to conditions on the mainland.

Hong Kong’s strategic importance began to recede in the early 1970s when
the PRC and the United States normalized diplomatic relations. Hong Kong’s
diminished value was confirmed in 1984 when the PRC and Britain agreed
on the return of the colony to Chinese control in 1997. Hong Kong’s Cold
War value was briefly revived after the PRC’s Tiananmen Square crackdown
on 4 June 1989, when Hong Kong’s future sovereignty became contingent
upon the PRC’s international conduct and human rights record. In the end,
it is hard to overstate Hong Kong’s importance in the waging of the Cold War.

Law Yuk-fun
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Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) during 1924–1972. Born
on 1 January 1895 in Washington, D.C., J. Edgar Hoover studied law at George
Washington University and earned an LLB in 1916 and a master of law
degree the next year. He went to work for the Department of Justice in 1917.

Beginning in 1919, Hoover spent two years as a special assistant to At-
torney General A. Mitchell Palmer. Hoover’s anticommunist crusade began
under Palmer when he assisted in the arrests of more than 4,000 suspected
radicals and resident aliens, a number of whom were deported. Following this
First Red Scare, the Palmer Raids, and the financial scandals of President
Warren Harding’s administration, on 10 May 1924 Hoover was appointed
director of the Bureau of Investigation (soon to become known as the Federal
Bureau of Investigation). He turned his attention to reforming the agency,
increasing its professionalism, and, above all, crafting an image of himself as
a tough, progressive, and scientific crime fighter.
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By the late 1930s Hoover was convinced that communism threatened
social values and posed a significant threat to the United States. This atti-
tude hardened in the postwar period when the FBI liaison to the highly
secret Venona project, an army intelligence effort to decode thousands of
Soviet diplomatic cables, reported the discovery of a Soviet spy ring within
the U.S. government.

Hoover’s fear that the hidden apparatus of the Communist Party had
permeated American liberal organizations set much of the domestic tone of
the early Cold War in the United States. His belief that President Harry S.
Truman’s loyalty program had not gone far enough to stanch the communist
threat prompted his testimony in 1947 before the House Committee on Un-
American Activities (HUAC). Hoover also elaborated on the dangers posed
by communism in such books as Masters of Deceit (1958) and A Study of Com-
munism (1962). Under his direction, the FBI arrested the leaders of the Com-
munist Party of the United States of America (CPUSA) utilizing provisions
of the anticommunist Smith Act; tracked down secret communists in gov-
ernment, such as Alger Hiss, a former State Department official accused of
espionage; and arrested and interrogated Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, who
were accused of betraying the secret of the atom bomb to the Soviet Union.

The 1950s perhaps marked the height of Hoover’s influence, as he
enjoyed the trust of President Dwight D. Eisenhower and lived a privileged
life that included the company of millionaires and Hollywood celebrities. By
the end of the decade the FBI had broken the back of the CPUSA, which
forced the Soviet Union to replace its network of ideo-
logically motivated spies with professionals and paid in-
formants. Hoover nonetheless refused to acknowledge his
anticommunist successes and continued to devote FBI
resources to fight the CPUSA and other radical groups,
often at the expense of emerging hot-button issues such as
growing violence against civil rights workers in the South
and the continued rise of organized crime.

Hoover had a strained relationship with President
John F. Kennedy, but President Lyndon B. Johnson under-
stood Hoover’s clout and used the FBI much as President
Franklin Roosevelt had, as a tool to advance his political
agenda. Johnson pushed Hoover to destroy the network of
violent Ku Klux Klan organizations in the South through
use of the FBI’s counterintelligence program (COIN-
TELPRO). It combined wiretapping with the use of in-
formants and disinformation campaigns designed to disrupt
target groups. However, the presence of former and cur-
rent Communist Party members in civil rights and antiwar
groups inspired Hoover to direct COINTELPRO opera-
tions against civil rights leader Reverend Martin Luther
King Jr., the Black Panthers, the tiny Socialist Workers’
Party, and many others groups and individuals who attracted
the FBI’s attention.
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J. Edgar Hoover was the long-serving and controversial
director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) dur-
ing 1924–1975. (Yoichi R. Okamoto/Lyndon B. Johnson
Library)
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Hoover, the longest-serving FBI director in history, died of a heart attack
on 2 May 1972 in Washington, D.C. Although still respected at the time of
his death, revelations about the extent of his domestic spying and the FBI’s
illegal activities as well as about the details of his personal life greatly tar-
nished his reputation.

Vernon L. Pedersen
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An instantaneous, point-to-point, secure link between the president of the
United States and the leader of the Soviet Union, established in 1963. Some-
times referred to as the “red phone,” the direct White House–Kremlin hot-
line was set up in the immediate aftermath of the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.
The most dangerous confrontation of the entire Cold War, the Cuban Missile
Crisis demonstrated how a simple misunderstanding or delay in communi-
cation might result in an accidental nuclear exchange. The hotline was
designed to establish instant communications between the leaders of the
two superpowers. Actually, the hotline was not a telephone at all but rather a
series of quick-printing teletype machines.

At the height of the Cuban Missile Crisis, it took nearly twelve hours
for Washington to receive Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev’s initial 3,000-
word response to President John F. Kennedy’s ultimatum. By the time the
White House had written a response, it had received a second, much tougher
response. Convinced that faster, more direct communication might have
ended the showdown earlier, Kennedy administration officials proposed the
hotline to Moscow, which readily embraced the concept. Although few par-
ticulars of the hotline are known, it is believed to have been encrypted with
a virtually fool-proof system. The hotline was first used during the 1967 Arab-
Israeli War to be sure that each side was aware of the other’s military moves
in response to the crisis.

Paul G. Pierpaoli Jr.
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Founder of the Albanian Communist Party and Albanian head of state
(1944–1985). Born on 16 October 1908 in Gjinokaster, Albania, Enver Hoxha
studied at a French secondary school in Korce, Albania, and then at the Uni-
versity of Montpellier in France. While in France, he began writing for a
communist newspaper. In 1934 he became a secretary in the Albanian con-
sulate in Brussels, but his consular appointment was canceled in 1936 because
of articles he wrote criticizing the Albanian monarchy. He then returned to
Albania to teach French in Korce.

In 1939 the Italian Army invaded Albania, ousted the monarchy, and
established a puppet regime. Hoxha was fired from his teaching position for
refusing to join the Albanian Fascist Party. He opened a retail tobacco store
in Tirana that also served as a front for his communist activities. In 1940 he
became the founder and head of the Albanian Communist Party, also serving
as editor of the party’s newspaper.

During World War II, Hoxha assembled a guerrilla force of 70,000 men
that fought the occupying Italian Army and then the Germans who arrived
to assist their ally. In 1944, the Italians withdrew their forces from Albania.
Soon thereafter, the communists established a provisional Albanian govern-
ment in October 1944 with Hoxha as prime minister and defense minister.

The Western Allies recognized this government in 1945, expecting that
Albania would later hold free elections. When elections were held and the
communists were the only candidates, Great Britain and the United States
rescinded their recognition. The country’s leaders proclaimed a People’s
Republic in Albania in January 1946.

Yugoslav communists had assisted their Albanian comrades during the
war, and the two states engaged in a monetary and customs union after World
War II. Suspicious of his neighbor’s desires to make Albania a province of
Yugoslavia, however, Hoxha cut all ties with Yugoslavia in 1948. That same
year, he renamed the Albanian Communist Party the Workers’ Party. He
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relinquished the premiership to Mehmet Shehu in 1954 but remained in
control as head of the party with the title of first secretary.

In 1961 Hoxha cut his nation’s ties with the Soviet Union in response to
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev’s de-Stalinization campaign. At about the
same time, the Soviet Union severed relations with the People’s Republic of
China (PRC). Hoxha then began relying on the PRC for economic support,
viewing Mao Zedong as the only true Stalinist remaining in power. Shortly
after Mao’s death in 1976, relations between China and Albania began to cool
as Hoxha criticized the new Chinese leadership. The PRC ended all assis-
tance programs to Albania in 1978.

As Hoxha’s health declined in the late 1970s, preparations began for a
succession of leadership. In 1980 he appointed Ramiz Alia as the party’s first
secretary, bypassing longtime Premier Mehmet Shehu. Hoxha tried to per-
suade Shehu to step aside voluntarily. When this failed, he had the Politburo
publicly rebuke Shehu, who allegedly committed suicide in 1981. Hoxha
died in Tirana on 11 April 1985, his nation the most cut-off from the outside
world in all Europe.

John David Rausch Jr.
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Hard-line communist leader Enver Hoxha, who held power in Albania from 1944 to 1985, shown here voting in a 1967
national election. (Bettmann/Corbis)
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Premier and chairman of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). Born in
Jiaocheng, Shanxi, in 1921, Hua Guofeng grew up in North Shaanxi, re-
ceiving only a rudimentary education. In late 1935 he joined the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) and served in the Red Army throughout the Sino-
Japanese War (1937–1945) and the Chinese Civil War (1947–1949).

After the PRC’s birth in October 1949, Hua was assigned to Hunan,
the native province of Mao Zedong, then chairman of both the PRC and the
CCP. As the party’s secretary from 1949 to 1956, Hua was responsible for
land reform and the establishment of rural cooperatives. Among his greatest
achievements was the monumental irrigation project in Shaoshan (Mao’s
birthplace), which later facilitated his ascension to power. In 1958, Hua be-
came Hunan’s vice governor.

The Cultural Revolution (1966–1976) marked a distinct turning point in
Hua’s political career. In May 1971, he was transferred to Beijing to investi-
gate the fall of Lin Biao, Mao’s heir apparent who was also a prime target of
the Cultural Revolution. Hua’s pro-Maoist sympathies earned him member-
ship in the Politburo in August 1973 and the vice premiership in January
1975. In April 1976, he became premier upon Zhou Enlai’s death. In Octo-
ber 1976, shortly after Mao’s death, Hua seized power, ending the Cultural
Revolution and assuming the chairmanships of the CCP’s Central Commit-
tee and Central Military Commission. Together with his premiership, this
made him the most powerful political leader in China. During his tenure,
Hua completed the normalization of Sino-American relations in 1978 and
invigorated the PRC’s relationship with the West. To restore socioeconomic
order after the excesses of the Cultural Revolution, Hua restored the purged
Deng Xiaoping as vice premier. Hua resigned the premiership and the party
chairmanship in 1980 and 1981, respectively. He retained only the Central
Committee membership, which was terminated in 2002. Since then, Hua has
disappeared from public life.

Law Yuk-fun
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Diplomat, foreign minister during 1976–1982, and vice premier of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) during 1979–1982. Born in Cixian, Hebei Province,
on 25 January 1913, Huang Hua enrolled at the Yanjing University in 1935
and then in 1936 joined the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), engaging in
its student movement.

During the Sino-Japanese War, Huang served in Yan’an, Shaanxi Province,
where he was involved in organizational and educational affairs. After the
war, he concentrated on the party’s external affairs. When the CCP’s victory
in the Chinese Civil War appeared certain by May 1949, he became director
of the Nanjing Alien Affairs Office in Jiangsu, taking over the Guomindang’s
former Foreign Ministry and informing foreign envoys of the CCP’s diplo-
matic principles.

After the establishment of the PRC in October 1949, Huang became
director of the Foreign Residence Affairs Department. In January 1953 he
was transferred to the Foreign Ministry, where his first task was to participate
in the peace talks to conclude the Korean War. He attended the Panmunjom
peace negotiations in October 1953 and the Geneva Conference in April
1954. In October 1954 he became director of the West European department
of the Foreign Ministry, in which capacity he attended the 1955 Bandung
Conference and the Sino-American ambassadorial talks in Warsaw in 1958.
From 1960 to 1976 he served as the Chinese ambassador to Ghana, the United
Arab Republic, and Canada successively. Returning to China in late 1976, he
became foreign minister and in September 1979 also vice premier. He held
both posts until 1982, during which time he led numerous Chinese delega-
tions to United Nations (UN) meetings. His most notable achievement
was the establishment of a formal Sino-American diplomatic relationship,
when he represented the PRC in signing the Sino-American Communiqué
of 17 August 1982.

Beginning in 1982, Huang left the public eye, serving the State Council
as councillor, retaining membership in the CCP Central Committee, and
occasionally leading Chinese delegations abroad. He is now head of several
international friendship and welfare organizations.

Law Yuk-fun
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Acronym for the Hukbo ng Bayan Laban sa Hapon (People’s Anti-Japanese
Army) whose members were called Huks. The Communist Party of the
Philippines (PKP) formed the Hukbalahap on 29 March 1942, although it
had its origins in the Filipino peasant movements of the 1930s.

While ostensibly organized to fight the Japanese occupiers, the move-
ment also had a strong socioeconomic program. The Huks gave voice to the
grievances of tenant farmers and landless laborers on the sugar plantations
of central and southern Luzon. They resented the iniquitous crop sharing,
growing indebtedness, and forced labor inherent in the exploitative land-
holding system of the Philippines. During World War II Huk guerrillas suc-
ceeded in killing many Japanese and Filipino collaborators and established
their own governments in many barrios (villages) and towns.

In the immediate postwar period, the situation reverted to the status quo
ante for the Hukbalahap. The landed elite who had collaborated with the
Japanese now turned to the Americans for support. The Americans, because
of their antipathy to communism and sporadic but negative wartime expe-
riences with the Huks, backed the landlords and turned against the Huks.
Many Hukbalahap squadrons were disarmed, and their contribution to the
war effort was denigrated. Local Huk governments were also removed from
power, while Huk leaders, including Luis Taruc, were imprisoned.

The Huks nonetheless participated in the April 1946 elections that were
held prior to Philippine independence on 4 July 1946. The Huks ran under
the banner of the Democratic Alliance Party, which had been formed in July
1945 and combined the peasant movement with the urban Left. However, it
was the Liberal Party that emerged victorious. The Democratic Alliance won
six seats in Congress representing Central Luzon, but President Manuel
Roxas denied the duly elected representatives their seats on charges that
they had employed terror tactics during the elections. Hukbalahap leader
Taruc was among the six prevented from being seated in Congress.

Finding the constitutional-political channel to realize their aims blocked,
the Huks reverted to guerrilla activity. The priority issue was no longer col-
laboration but rather agrarian reform. There were many reasons for the pop-
ularity of the Hukbalahap among peasants, intellectuals, and nationalists.
Discontent had been brewing in the countryside for many decades. The peas-
ants rebelled primarily because of repression by both government officials and
the landed elite. They viewed their actions as entirely defensive in nature.
Taruc demanded immediate enforcement of the bill of rights and revocation
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of all criminal charges against the Huks. The Huks also sought agrarian
reform, including a more equitable crop-sharing arrangement, and represen-
tation in the Philippine Congress.

President Roxas unveiled his iron fist policy in August 1946 by pro-
claiming his intention to crush the Hukbalahap revolt within sixty days. The
resultant repression only fueled peasant anger and further bolstered the Huks’
popularity. In March 1948, as the Huk rebellion continued, the Roxas ad-
ministration outlawed the Hukbalahap. Its leaders responded by changing
its name to the Hukbong Mapagpalaya ng Bayan (HMB, People’s Liberation
Army) in November 1948.

In 1950, during the Elpidio Quirino administration, the Huks threat-
ened Manila itself and the stability of the government. In September 1950,
Ramon Magsaysay became secretary of national defense, and U.S. President
Harry S. Truman responded to Quirino’s appeal for help by dispatching the
Bell Mission (headed by Daniel W. Bell) and extending military aid. Mean-
while, Magsaysay’s unorthodox methods and experience as a former guerrilla
helped check the Huk rebellion. He devised a clever reward system for the
identification of Huks and a system for their rehabilitation. In a single raid
conducted in October 1950 in Manila, the entire communist-Huk politburo
was arrested. Magsaysay also developed a Huk resettlement program in which
he used the army under the Economic Development Corporation (EDCOR)
to resettle the Huks in Mindanao.

In December 1953 Magsaysay became president of the Philippines. His
personal charisma and folksy demeanor appealed to rural Filipinos, helping
to short-circuit the Huks’ popularity. Magsaysay also introduced agricultural
reforms to raise productivity, which helped mollify the peasants. By the mid-
1950s, Huk activity had been significantly decreased.

Udai Bhanu Singh
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U.S. secretary of state (1933–1944). Born in a log cabin in Overton (later
Pickett) County, Texas, on 2 October 1871, Cordell Hull studied law at
National Normal University in Lebanon, Ohio, and the Cumberland Law

932 Hull, Cordell

Hull, Cordell
(1871–1955)



School in Lebanon, Texas. In 1892 he entered Tennessee state politics as a
Democrat. During the Spanish-American War of 1898, he volunteered for
service and spent several months in the army. Elected to Congress in 1903, in
1930 he became senator for Tennessee, a position he resigned in 1933 when
President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed him secretary of state.

An old-fashioned Jeffersonian Democrat and progressive, Hull admired
President Woodrow Wilson and after World War I supported American mem-
bership in the League of Nations. As secretary, Hull favored free trade,
peace agreements, international conferences, and reliance upon legal prin-
ciples and institutions. During the 1930s he negotiated numerous reciprocal
trade agreements with other states. He also devoted particular attention to
revitalizing U.S. relations with Latin America through the Good Neighbor
policy, whereby his country renounced the right to intervene in Latin Amer-
ica, and related hemispheric security agreements.

President Roosevelt, who preferred to retain personal control of Ameri-
can foreign policy, frequently bypassed Hull, a tendency that became more
pronounced as World War II approached and that Hull found both irritating
and frustrating. Even so, since the two men fundamentally shared the same
perspective on international affairs, Hull chose not to resign. He believed
that the European dictators posed a dangerous threat to all free nations. He
also believed that arms embargoes were ineffective and generally favored
aggressors, and thus he opposed the various American neu-
trality acts passed between 1935 and 1939. Inclined to be
slightly less conciliatory than Roosevelt, Hull was unen-
thusiastic toward Roosevelt’s 1938–1939 peace messages
to European powers.

Once war began in Europe, however, Hull staunchly
supported Great Britain and France against Germany
and Italy, but he was virtually excluded from the Anglo-
American destroyers-for-bases deal of summer 1940 and
the drafting of Lend-Lease legislation some months later.
He also did not attend either the Anglo-American military
staff conversations held in Washington early in 1941 or the
mid-August 1941 Argentina Conference that drafted the
Atlantic Charter.

Preoccupied with European affairs, from April to De-
cember 1941 Roosevelt delegated to Hull responsibility for
protracted American negotiations with Japan, their objec-
tive being to reach a modus vivendi in Asia, where Japan
had since 1937 been at war with China, and sought further
territorial gains from British, French, and Dutch territorial
possessions. Despite the expressed concern of American
military leaders that the United States was unprepared for
a Pacific war, by late November 1941 Hull—who was privy
to intercepted Japanese cable traffic—believed that war
was inevitable and refused to contemplate further Ameri-
can concessions to Japanese demands.
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After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, as before
Hull was often excluded from major meetings, including the 1942 Casa-
blanca conference, the 1943 Cairo and Tehran conferences, and the 1944
Quebec summit meeting of Allied leaders. He opposed the Casablanca deci-
sion to demand the unconditional surrender of the Axis nations, believing
that this would encourage them to continue the war. He also opposed the
1944 Morgenthau Plan to partition a defeated Germany and eradicate its
industrial capacity and, with the assistance of Secretary of War Henry L.
Stimson, succeeded in obtaining the scheme’s ultimate rejection.

Hull put great effort into establishing the 1942 United Nations (UN)
alliance of anti-Axis nations. Following his Wilsonian instincts, he then con-
centrated on planning for the postwar UN international security organization
that would replace the defunct League of Nations. Under his guidance, the
State Department drafted the proposals for the UN Charter accepted at the
1944 Dumbarton Oaks Conference and adroitly won bipartisan congressional
support for these. Addressing Congress in late 1943, Hull overoptimistically
stated that the projected new organization would eliminate spheres of influ-
ence, the balance of power, and international alliances and rivalries. He shared
Roosevelt’s anticolonial outlook and also his belief that the United States
should treat China as a great power and thereby encourage it to become one.

Increasingly poor health led Hull to resign after the November 1944
presidential election. Consulted on the terms of the July 1945 Potsdam Dec-
laration urging Japan to surrender, he insisted that it include no promise to
retain the emperor. Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1945, he lived quietly
in retirement, producing lengthy memoirs. Suffering from strokes and heart
problems, Hull died at Bethesda Naval Hospital in Maryland on 23 July 1955.

Priscilla Roberts
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Rights are rule-governed powers of some people to activate duties that others
owe them but cannot extinguish unilaterally. Duties may be to act or refrain
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from acting. For example, the right to free speech confers the duty on people
to refrain from interfering with each other’s expression of opinion according
to rules that exclude, say, speech that constitutes a clear and present danger.

Some philosophers posit that rights must protect legitimate interests and
create an inviolable, morally justified cordon around a person. For example,
each person has a legitimate interest in receiving due process; it is morally
justified. The right to due process creates a protective cordon around each
one of us. By contrast, an effort to silence all people who happen to disagree
with a particular person is illegitimate. It is not morally justified, and so there
is no protective cordon around that person.

Human rights are those that each person possesses by virtue of his or her
humanity; for example, the right to life or free expression. By contrast, civil
rights are those that some people retain by virtue of being citizens; for exam-
ple, the right to vote freely in an election. Special rights are ones that we
enjoy because of our particular situation in the world; for example, a right to
inherit from our particular parents or wear the specific shirt we bought.

The idea of universal human rights that are equally applicable to all
human beings without distinction of citizenship, culture, geographical loca-
tion, or historical context has been philosophically and politically controver-
sial. The Westphalian Order that ended the Thirty Years’ War in Europe in
1648 gave extensive powers to sovereign rulers, most notably to determine
the state’s religion. Modern state sovereignty resolved the religious conflicts
in Europe but also removed the legal grounds for the intervention of one
state in the internal affairs of another, particularly in the case of human rights
abuses.

The Anglo-American tradition of political philosophy connects the legit-
imacy of the sovereign state with its duty to guarantee rights. Thomas Hobbes
suggested that the state is based on a social contract wherein the sovereign
state guarantees to its subjects a right to life in return for all their other native
natural rights. John Locke assigned to the state the duty of guaranteeing the
rights of its citizens. When the American colonists set out to justify their
claim for independence, they formulated their arguments in Lockean terms
as a reaction to the king’s violation of their rights, the same rights that he was
supposed to guarantee. Shortly thereafter, the French Revolution codified
human rights for the first time in a political document, the Declaration of the
Rights of Man and Citizen (1793). However, this declaration was issued during
the Reign of Terror (1793–1794), which witnessed the worst excesses of the
French Revolution. For the next century and a half, the concept of human
rights hardly played a role in international politics, with the possible excep-
tion of certain aspects of the struggle against slavery and the slave trade. Still,
the democratic emphasis on rights within the context of the Cold War was a
natural development of tradition that did not quite exist in Eastern Europe.

World War II brought human rights to the forefront of international pol-
itics. On the one hand, the unique wickedness of Nazism made the war
against it a moral one rather than just a clash of nations and their interests.
The positive content of that moral struggle was couched, especially by Amer-
icans, in terms of universal human rights. On the other hand, the tentative
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and ideologically awkward alliance between Western democracies and the
Soviet Union required some positive common denominator—good versus
evil—that transcended a common enemy. These two trends were further
strengthened after the war, when the true scale of Nazi atrocities and the
Holocaust became apparent and World War II acquired its established char-
acter as a war of good against evil. This good was interpreted by many as
human rights. The Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunals of 1945–1946, pre-
sided over by American, British, French, and Soviet judges, introduced the
concept of crimes against humanity into international law. Although formu-
lated and applied after the fact, the construct of crimes against humanity set
standards of human rights according to which Nazi leaders could be tried and
punished not just for atrocities committed in occupied territories but also for
those against German citizens on German territory.

The United Nations (UN) went even further to promote the rhetoric, if
not the practice, of human rights in its founding Charter and in the Decem-
ber 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The significance
of these documents was declarative rather than normative, because no en-
forcement mechanisms with appropriate powers were created following these
declarations. As noted above, there are no rights for some without duties for
others. For humans to have rights, some institution must be entrusted with
enforcing them; otherwise, declarations remain just that. Since the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights was a compromise between communist and
democratic representatives, it included economic rights clauses that clearly
make no normative sense in a universal context; for example, the right of
every human to enjoy a paid vacation.

The onset of the Cold War stifled attempts to enforce a universal regime
of human rights because communist totalitarianism was inherently founded
on the state’s right to violate any right of its subjects, while Western democ-
racies protected its client states that abused human rights in the developing
world, from Iran to Haiti to Latin America. The so-called realist approach to
international relations promoted by Henry Kissinger, for example, dictates
nonintervention in the internal human rights policies of other countries and
the determination of U.S. foreign policy based exclusively on its geopolitical
interests. For example, in 1973 the United States supported the Chilean mil-
itary in deposing leftist President Salvador Allende and instituting a regime
that exhibited worse human rights violations than its predecessor. For polit-
ical expediency, it also engaged in an alliance with Maoist China, although
China’s Cultural Revolution violated human rights on a scale far greater than
in the Soviet Union.

A variety of UN-sponsored human rights covenants and agreements from
the 1960s further broadened the rhetorical connotations of human rights to
encompass social, economic, and ethnic issues but also deepened the divide
between the public rhetoric and actual practices of signatory nations to these
covenants. Both sides in the Cold War used human rights rhetoric as a tool
in their ideological war. The West lambasted communist states for allegedly
violating the liberties of their subjects, while the communists harped on the
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alleged violation of the right to work of the unemployed in free market
economies.

The policing of human rights became more effective by the mid-1970s
through the introduction of various new methods for enforcement. The
United States attempted to use its economic might to pressure human rights
violators. In 1973, the U.S. Congress linked foreign aid to the human rights
record of recipient countries. The Jackson-Vanik Amendment to the U.S.
Trade Act of 1974 attempted to use the Soviets’ reliance upon American
wheat to pressure the Soviet Union to increase Jewish, Baltic, and Baptist
emigration by linking free emigration with a most-favored nation (MFN)
trade status. However, the generally low volume of trade between the two
blocs limited the effectiveness of this kind of leverage. The Soviets reacted
by linking emigration to the state of their negotiations with the United States
over disarmament and other political issues.

The 1975 Helsinki Final Act Covenant on Human Rights was probably
viewed by the Soviet leadership as yet another declarative statement of little
lasting effect. It included safety clauses that precluded intervention in the
internal affairs of Soviet-bloc countries. Yet its ratification by Soviet-bloc
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nations provided international legal grounds for East European dissidents
to assist their governments in its implementation. The Helsinki Process pro-
vided a legal basis for the resurrection of civil society in Eastern Europe,
especially through the Charter 77 dissident movement in Czechoslovakia
and the Soviet Human Rights Committee of Andrei Sakharov and Sergei
Kovaljov. Dissident groups were able to pressure their governments to
respect human rights through exposure of their violations in the Western
media, which were then broadcast back beyond the Iron Curtain via Radio
Liberty. Dissidents pressed on to assert their rights to express their opinions
in samizdat publications (typed carbon copies that circulated among friends)
and in informal gatherings where banned music and theater could be per-
formed and critical lectures could be delivered. The dissidents were sup-
ported most effectively by nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in the
West, which put greater pressure on the Soviet regimes than governments
ever could.

A somewhat parallel development took place west of the Iron Curtain,
where NGOs such as Amnesty International became significant in enforcing
human rights through monitoring and reporting and by embarrassing the
perpetrating governments in the forum of world public opinion. When U.S.
President Jimmy Carter took office in 1977, he refocused his nation’s foreign
policy to promote global human rights, although he continued to support
some traditional U.S. allies, such as Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi of Iran,
despite their dismal human rights records. Still, the idealistic shift in policy
persisted through the presidency of Ronald Reagan. The Reagan adminis-
tration attempted to improve the human rights situation in nations in Latin
America, Indonesia, and East Asia, albeit through private channels rather than
public diplomacy and sometimes by utilizing illegal means. In 1985, human
rights were one of four items on the agenda of Soviet and American negotia-
tors as the Cold War began to wind down.

In 1987 the Soviet Union moved to improve its human rights record by
releasing political prisoners and granting freedom of speech, the press,
assembly, and travel, which ultimately led to political freedom and, after
1991, to national self-determination. Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s per-
estroika and glasnost policies were in large measure responsible for these
momentous turns of events. The problem then, as now, has been the lack
of institutional guarantees of human rights in the former Soviet states that
would systematically enforce rights.

Gorbachev’s attempt to reform communism proved that totalitarian com-
munist regimes could not easily introduce human rights into their system.
Totalitarianism is, in essence, an all-or-nothing proposition. Once it allows its
people to possess rudimentary human rights, it loses its claim to power; the
people demand greater distribution of rights from the rulers to the ruled, and
totalitarianism ends. This process had already been predicted by Czech dis-
sident Václav Benda in his 1978 essay “A Parallel Polis.”

In the closing years of the Cold War, as international tensions subsided,
the U.S. interest in supporting regimes that violated human rights for the sake
of political expediency waned. Consequently, a wave of democratization

938 Human Rights



swept Latin America and South Africa. Yet the end of the Cold War also ex-
posed the inability of the international community to enforce human rights
even in the most extreme cases of genocide, such as in Rwanda, the Sudan,
and the former Yugoslavia.

Aviezer Tucker
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Hungarian anticommunist uprising (23 October–4 November 1956) brutally
suppressed by Soviet military intervention.

By the spring of 1953 the Hungarian economy was in deep crisis. The
economic policies of the Communist Party, under the leadership of ErnoP
GeroP, president of the National Economic Council, were proving unsuccess-
ful. The farms produced by land reform were too small for Hungary’s econ-
omy, and the government had emphasized heavy industry despite a lack of
natural resources to sustain it. Neither Prime Minister Mátyás Rákosi nor the
top leadership of the Communist Party dealt effectively with the difficulties.
On 4 July 1953 Imre Nagy, with Soviet support, replaced Rákosi as prime
minister. Nagy introduced a reform program dubbed the New Course. It
included reformation of the administration, an end to or reduction in forced
labor, an accommodation with religion, an end to police brutality, curtail-
ment of the power of the secret police, amnesty for political prisoners, allow-
ing peasants to end the collective farms, and relaxation of economic controls
and the pace of industrialization. These were also the demands of the rebels
in 1956.

Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev became concerned about these
reforms. When the political climate in Moscow changed in favor of the
hard-liner Rákosi in the spring of 1955, Nagy was forced to resign. Rákosi’s
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reappointment and the suspension of Nagy’s reform program were badly
received in Hungary.

The Poznana riots in Poland in June 1956 and Wfladysflaw Gomuflka’s
return to power there encouraged the Hungarian reformers. With the situa-
tion in Hungary fast deteriorating, Khrushchev ordered Rákosi to resign as
party secretary on 18 July 1956. But Rákosi’s Stalinist replacement, ErnoP GeroP,
was not acceptable to party moderates, who favored greater liberalization.
GeroP proved just as unpopular as Rákosi.

By 1956 there was widespread dissatisfaction in Hungary. Under Rákosi
the economy had deteriorated. A poor harvest and a fuel shortage in the fall
of 1956 coupled with events in Poland added to the already serious situation.

At the same time there was rising discontent among Hungary’s intellec-
tuals, who had come to enjoy limited freedom in the thaw following the March
1953 death of Josef Stalin. In 1955 nearly sixty of them signed a memoran-
dum that called for an end to rigid state regimentation of Hungarian cultural
life. Although most were forced to retract this daring measure, by spring and
summer of 1956 there was a rising chorus of protest. The principal outlet for
the intellectuals was a debating society known as the PetoPfi Club, named for
Sándor PetoPfi, the young nationalist poet who had died in the Hungarian War
of Independence (1848–1849). The dissidents were not anticommunists;
rather, they demanded that the government bring its policies and practices
into line with stated communist ideals.

940 Hungarian Revolution

20°E

45°N

15°E 25°E

Danube  R.

Adriatic
Sea

Drava  R.

Szeged

Szolnok

Györ Debrecen

Miskolc

Pécs

Budapest

C Z E C H O S L O VA K I A

R O M A N I A

Y U G O S L A V I A

A U S T R I A

H U N G A R Y

N

0 25 50 mi

0 25 50 km

Soviet troop deployments

Uprisings

HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION, 1956



All the while, Nagy’s popularity was on the increase, and intellectuals
and journalists were demanding reinstitution of his reform program. Reform-
ers within the party warned that if he did not return and the government
was not reorganized under his leadership, there would be an explosion. The
party leadership, however, resisted such steps.

College and university students were now committed to political change.
Students from the Technical University founded a new independent youth
organization, convening an assembly on 22 October 1956 to finalize their
main demands for political and social change. The demands included the
withdrawal of Soviet troops, appointment of a new government with Nagy as
prime minister, political pluralism, new economic policies, and trials for
Rákosi and his fellow communists. The minister of interior authorized the
student-led demonstration scheduled for 23 October.

The demonstration began peacefully at the statue of PetoPfi. The pro-
testers’ next stop was the statue of József Bem, hero of the Polish Revolution
of 1830 and of the Hungarian War of Independence. Originally planned as an
expression of sympathy for the Polish movement, the march reflected acute
dissatisfaction with the Hungarian government. The students then laid a
wreath at the Bem statute and read out their list of demands. Emboldened
by the growing crowd, the students instead of disbanding moved to Kossuth
Square in front of the Parliament building. A series of events that evening
transformed the reform movement into rebellion.

In front of the Parliament building, more than 200,000 people listened to
Nagy’s speech. In it he agreed to most of the demands, but as a moderate
reformer he refused to institute radical changes. Disappointed, the crowd
moved on to the building housing the National Radio Network with the
objective of announcing their demands on the air. A speech made by GeroP,
general secretary of the Communist Party, was broadcast instead. In the
speech, GeroP made arrogant and incendiary remarks that enraged the demon-
strators and led to an escalation of tensions. Fighting then broke out between
the demonstrators and police defending the National Radio complex. When
police tried to disperse the crowd with tear gas first and then opened fire, the
crowd stormed the radio building and occupied it. On 24 October, Hungar-
ian military officers and soldiers joined the demonstrators. The demonstrators
toppled a large statue of Stalin, chanting “Russians go home,” “Away with
GeroP,” and “Long live Nagy.”

In an emergency meeting on the evening of 23 October, the party’s Cen-
tral Committee voted to bring back Nagy as prime minister. The appointment
was announced the next day, and Nagy delivered a radio speech announcing
amnesty for the protesters if they stopped the fighting. Also that day, Soviet
troops began moving into Budapest and taking up positions in the city.

The demonstration consequently assumed an anti-Soviet, nationalist
character. Over the next four days sporadic fighting occurred between the
Soviet troops and the so-called Freedom Fighters, groups of students, workers,
and former prisoners. On 25 October in the course of a huge demonstration
in front of the Parliament building, Soviet tanks opened fire on the crowd.
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Meanwhile, Soviet leaders Anastas I. Mikoyan and
Mikhail A. Suslov arrived in Budapest from Moscow and
decided that GeroP would have to go. He was replaced by
János Kádár, neither a reformer nor a Stalinist, as general
secretary of the party. The Soviet leadership plainly hoped
that Nagy and Kádár would be able to control the situation.

The uprising, however, was rapidly spreading through-
out Hungary. Nagy announced that negotiations were under
way for the withdrawal of Soviet troops once law and order
had been restored. On 27 October Nagy finalized his new
government, which included noncommunist politicians
such as Zoltán Tildy and Béla Kovács. Nagy and Kádár
then commenced negotiations with the Soviets on a cease-
fire agreement.

During his brief tenure as prime minister, Nagy at-
tempted to bring events under control. He proposed only
limited reforms as a start. His ultimate intention, however,
was to implement the political program of his first pre-
miership in 1953. He offered a general amnesty to the pro-
testers and promised the withdrawal of Soviet troops from
Hungary. He soon realized, however, that his 1953 program
was out of step when the revolution spread to the rest of
the country. Therefore, he acceded to most of the popula-
tion’s wishes, namely the introduction of political pluralism
and Hungarian withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact.

On 28 October the new government convened for the
first time in the Parliament building. The government
then ordered the dissolution of the secret police. Mean-
while, the Political Committee of the party agreed to the

cease-fire. Nagy also announced that Soviet troops would soon withdraw
from Budapest, and on 29 October Soviet troops began to leave the city.

A four-party coalition government was founded on 30 October. As such,
the Smallholders’ Party, the Social Democratic Party, and the National Peas-
ants Party were all reconstituted. At the same time, the communist Hungar-
ian Workers’ Party was dissolved. Nagy freed political prisoners including
Cardinal József Mindszenty, who had been sentenced to life imprisonment
by Rákosi in 1948. Nagy also informed the people of his government’s inten-
tion to permanently abolish the one-party system.

This marked a decisive turning point in Nagy’s policy. He abandoned his
moderate reform agenda and became fully committed to the more radical
demands of the population. On 31 October, in a speech on Parliament Square,
he announced that Hungary would begin negotiating its withdrawal from the
Warsaw Pact. On 1 November Nagy formally declared his intention to leave
the Warsaw Pact, proclaimed Hungarian neutrality, and asked the United
Nations (UN) to mediate his nation’s dispute with the Soviet Union. At the
same time, a new communist party, the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party,
was founded. On the evening of 1 November, the general secretary of the
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new party, János Kádár, went to the Soviet embassy to begin negotiations
with Soviet authorities. He was then secretly flown to Moscow, where he met
with Khrushchev.

On 3 November the new government began negotiations for the final
withdrawal of Soviet troops, and a new coalition was founded that included
communists, three members of the Smallholders’ Party, three Social Demo-
crats, and two representatives from the National Peasants’ Party. General Pál
Maléter, the new minister of defense and one of the heroes of the revolution,
visited Soviet Army headquarters on the evening of 3 November under a
pledge of safe conduct to negotiate for Soviet withdrawal and Hungarian de-
parture from the Warsaw Pact. He was not allowed to leave the headquarters
and was kept under house arrest until the end of January 1957, when he was
handed over to the new Hungarian authorities. Maléter was tried and exe-
cuted in the summer of 1958.

Meanwhile, Khrushchev and the Soviet leadership had become increas-
ingly alarmed with the developments in Hungary. While Moscow was willing
to make some concessions, a multiparty cabinet and free elections plainly
threatened Soviet control over all of Central Europe. Soviet leaders may also
have believed, as they charged, that Western agents had been at work stir-
ring up revolt. Military leaders also demanded action to reverse the humil-
iation suffered by the Red Army in withdrawing its tanks earlier. Nagy’s
announcement on 1 November 1956 of Hungary’s intention to withdraw
from the Warsaw Pact was the straw that broke the camel’s back and trig-
gered Soviet military intervention.

At dawn on Sunday, 4 November, Khrushchev sent 200,000 Soviet troops
and 2,000 tanks into Hungary. The troops immediately secured Hungary’s
airfields, highway junctions, and bridges and laid siege to the major cities.
Nagy called for resistance to the Soviets. Fighting broke out across Hungary,
but the center was in Budapest. Unaided from the outside, the fight lasted
only a week. Nagy and some of his associates sought and obtained asylum
at the Yugoslavian embassy. Cardinal Mindszenty sought refuge in the U.S.
legation, where he remained until 1971.

Kádár immediately denounced Hungary’s withdrawal from the Warsaw
Pact and, with Soviet military backing, took control of the government. On
8 November he announced the formation of the Revolutionary Worker-
Peasant Government and its Fifteen-Point Program. The latter included the
protection of the socialist system from all attacks, an increase in living stan-
dards, the streamlining of bureaucracy, the augmentation of agricultural pro-
duction, a justification for the Red Army’s intervention, and the withdrawal
of troops from Hungary. The last point was rescinded following pressure
from the Warsaw Pact.

Thousands of Hungarians were arrested, and an estimated 200,000 others
fled the country—many of them young and well-educated—most of them
across the western border into Austria. Nagy, promised safe passage from
the Yugoslavian embassy, was arrested by the Soviets on 22 November and
imprisoned. He was subsequently tried and executed on 16 June 1958. Some
70 other people were also executed.
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One effect of the failure of the Hungarian Revolution
was a loss of faith in the West. Hungarians genuinely
thought that they had been promised assistance, and many
Hungarians and Western observers believed that the United
States prolonged the fighting because Hungarian-language
broadcasts over Radio Free Europe, then covertly financed
by the U.S. government, encouraged Hungarians to believe
that either the United States or the UN would send troops
to safeguard their proclaimed neutrality. Hungarians repeat-
edly asked Western journalists covering the revolution
when UN troops would be arriving. President Dwight
Eisenhower and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles
had talked about “liberating” Eastern Europe and “rolling
back communism,” but this had been intended largely for
domestic U.S. political consumption rather than for the
East Europeans. U.S. inactivity over the Hungarian situ-
ation, however, indicated tacit acceptance of the Soviet
domination of their part of the world.

The UN Security Council discussed the Hungarian
situation but adjourned the meeting because the Soviets
appeared to be withdrawing. Then, in a matter of a few
hours, the UN was faced with the fait accompli of 4 No-
vember. At the same time, however, UN attention was
focused on the Anglo-French Suez invasion. This and the
split between the United States and its two major allies
effectively prevented any concrete action against the inva-
sion of Hungary. In December 1956 the UN censured the
Kádár regime, but this did not in any way change the situ-
ation in Hungary.

There was another point worth considering. No matter how the West
might have felt about intervening in Hungary, there was no way to get to that
country militarily without violating Austrian neutrality. Nonetheless, the
West did not come off well in Hungary.

The effects of the Hungarian Revolution were particularly pronounced
in Eastern Europe. Any thought that the people of the region might have
had of escaping Moscow’s grip by violent revolution was discouraged by the
example of Soviet willingness to use force in defiance of world opinion. Never-
theless, open rebellion by the very groups upon which the communists were
supposedly building their new society was shattering from a propaganda
standpoint, as was the crushing of free workers’ councils (soviets) that had
sprung up in Hungary during the 1956 revolution nearly four decades after
the victory of Russian soviets in the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917. The
Soviet military intervention did have a considerable impact on West Euro-
pean communist parties. They suffered mass resignations, including some
illustrious intellectuals.

The Hungarian Revolution ultimately led to changes in Soviet policy
toward Eastern Europe. Moscow allowed some modifications in economic

944 Hungarian Revolution

Hungarian refugees leave Budapest following the failed
1956 Revolution. (National Archives and Records
Administration)



planning within the East European bloc to meet the needs of individual
countries, including more attention to consumer goods and agriculture and a
slowed pace of industrialization. For the time being, however, an opportunity
to begin the liberation of Eastern Europe had led to a heavy-handed reasser-
tion of Soviet mastery.

By June 1957 Kádár had stabilized the situation and secured his position
as the most prominent Hungarian political leader of the Cold War era. For
the next thirty-two years in Hungary, the 1956 revolution was officially
referred to as a counterrevolution. It was not until 1989, after the Velvet Rev-
olution began in Czechoslovakia, that it was officially called an uprising. On
23 October 1989 the Hungarian Republic was formally declared. That same
year witnessed the withdrawal of the Soviet troops from Hungary. In 1991
the Hungarian Parliament declared 23 October a national holiday.

Anna Boros-McGee and Spencer C. Tucker
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Central European nation with a 1945 population of approximately 9 million
people. Hungary covers 35,919 square miles, about the size of the U.S. state
of Indiana. It is bordered by Slovakia to the north, Croatia and Serbia to the
south, Austria to the west, and Romania and Ukraine to the east.

In April 1945, the Soviet Army liberated Hungary from German occupa-
tion. As Hungary was on the side of the vanquished powers, its future
depended on the terms of the cease-fire agreement as well as the peace
treaty negotiated among the victorious powers. In an October 1944 meeting
in Moscow between British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and Soviet
leader Josef Stalin, the two men had agreed over spheres of influence, with
Hungary split 50/50 between the Western powers and the Soviet Union. But
the Red Army occupied Hungary, and the political, economic, social, and
military development of Hungary in the postwar era was to be largely influ-
enced by the Soviet Union.
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The Communist Party in Hungary had been illegal between the two
world wars; thus, many party activists spent these years in Soviet exile. When
they returned to Hungary with the Red Army at the end of World War II,
their chief mission was to grasp political power and introduce a Soviet-style
political-economic system. The communist takeover did not occur immedi-
ately, however.

In November 1944, Hungarian General Miklós Béla Dálnoki and the
Hungarian communists in exile negotiated a cease-fire agreement in Moscow.
In return, the Soviets offered Dálnoki the post of premier in the immediate
postwar Hungarian government. This Provisional National Government was
formed on 22 December 1944 in Debrecen in eastern Hungary, which had
already been liberated from German occupation.

As premier, Dálnoki reorganized the public sector, signed the cease-fire
agreement with the Red Army, began land reform, modernized elementary
education, and called for elections. These elections were held six months
after the end of the war, in November 1945. Four major parties participated:
the Smallholders’ Party, the Social Democrat Party, the Hungarian Peasant
Union, and the Communist Party. Of these, the Smallholders’ Party was the
most popular as well as the most conservative. Subverting the Smallholders’
Party was one of the main Communist Party goals.

Although the Smallholders’ Party won the November elections with 57
percent of the vote, under Soviet pressure a four-party coalition government
was formed with Zoltán Tildy as premier. He held this position until 1 Feb-
ruary 1946, when Hungary was declared a republic, whereupon he became
its president.

The new premier, Ferenc Nagy, also from the Smallholders’ Party, faced
three big challenges in inflation, nationalization, and growing pressure from
the Communist Party. A new currency was introduced in August 1946, which
helped stem inflation, but the other two problems defied solution. The com-
munists, meanwhile, held key positions in the government and used these to
undermine the democratic process. Secretary of the Hungarian Communist
Party and Vice Premier Mátyás Rákosi controlled the police, and Soviet troops
remained in occupation. Soviet expropriation of the German monetary assets
in Hungary was also a strong economic lever, and the communists claimed
credit for restoring the economy and the transportation system.

László Rajk, minister of the interior and head of police, directed a reign
of terror, while Rákosi embarked on what he called salami tactics, slicing off
one segment of the opposition after another. The communists also moved
against the Smallholders’ Party. Its leader, Béla Kovacs, was arrested and
accused of plotting to restore the Habsburgs. In May, Premier Nagy, on
vacation in Switzerland, was forced by threats from Moscow to resign by
telephone. The August 1947 parliamentary election, tainted by communist
fraud, reduced the strength of the Smallholders, and in March 1948 the
socialists were forced to merge with the communists into the Hungarian
Workers’ Party (MDP). In August 1948 President Tildy was also forced to
resign and was placed under house arrest. In 1949 Hungary became a People’s
Republic.
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The MDP soon nationalized the banks, factories, private schools, busi-
nesses, land, and other properties. Farmers were forced to join collective
farms. Resisters were promptly arrested by the State Protection Authority.
The party also maintained strict control over education and cultural life.
Rákosi, party general secretary and premier during 1952–1953, was the main
proponent of these policies.

The Roman Catholic Church opposed the communists. Primate of the
Hungarian church Archbishop József Mindszenty refused to recognize the
confiscation of Church lands and nationalization of its schools, and he also
refused to hide his conservative social and political views. Accused of being
a monarchist, he was arrested in December 1948, tortured, tried and found
guilty, and sentenced to life in prison.

Within a few months Rajk found himself on trial. A nationalist revolu-
tionary who enjoyed genuine popularity and was not beholden to Moscow,
he was found guilty of treason and spying and was executed in October 1949.
Rákosi, a pure Stalinist and the most unsavory of communist East European
leaders, now assumed formal control of the Hungarian Workers’ Party and
was the effective power broker until 1953.

Many Hungarians fell victim to Rákosi’s excesses, enforced by the dreaded
Allamvedélmi Hivatal (AVH, State Security Authority) secret police. By the
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summer of 1953, the Hungarian economy was in deep crisis. The party’s eco-
nomic policies carried out under the leadership of ErnoP GeroP, president of
the National Economic Council, had proven unsuccessful. Forced industri-
alization and agricultural collectivization combined with unrealistic goals all
took a heavy toll. Rákosi, however, failed to deal with the growing problems,
and on July 1953 Imre Nagy, now favored by the new Soviet leadership in
place following Stalin’s death, replaced Rákosi as premier.

Nagy soon introduced a reform program known as the New Course that
relaxed the pace of industrialization, allowed peasants to leave collective
farms, eased police terror tactics, reformed the bureaucracy, and improved the
standard of living. Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev became concerned about
these reforms, however. When the political climate in Moscow changed in
favor of the hard-liner Rákosi, Nagy was forced to resign in the spring of
1955. Rákosi’s reappointment and the suspension of Nagy’s reforms were
greeted with great hostility in Hungary. To stave off widespread general dis-
content, Rákosi was replaced as general secretary of the party in July 1956 by
another hard-liner, GeroP. This was not the best of decisions, as GeroP was just
as unpopular as Rákosi. To add to the discontent, the reburial in early Octo-
ber of victims of the earlier purges led to widespread unrest.

All the while, Nagy’s popularity was increasing. Intellectuals and jour-
nalists demanded the implementation of his reform program. University stu-
dents were also committed to political change. On 23 October 1956, they
scheduled a peaceful demonstration that soon turned violent when shooting
erupted between police and the demonstrators. After an emergency meet-
ing of the party Central Committee on the night of 23 October, Nagy was
appointed premier. He held this position until 4 November.

During his brief tenure, Nagy attempted to bring events under control,
but at first he advocated only moderate reforms. His intention was to imple-
ment the political program of his first premiership in 1953. During the first
days of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, he offered amnesty to the demon-
strators and promised the withdrawal of the Soviet troops from Hungary.

Nagy soon realized that his program had been superseded by events when
the revolution spread to the rest of the country, with more demands. He
therefore agreed to the primary popular demands: the introduction of politi-
cal pluralism and Hungary’s withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact. On 1 Novem-
ber he announced that Hungary intended to withdraw from the Warsaw Pact
and proclaimed Hungarian neutrality. These developments angered Moscow
and ultimately provoked a Soviet military intervention. Soviet forces in-
vaded the country on 4 November, following meetings two days earlier
between Soviet authorities and János Kádár, the newly appointed general
secretary of the Hungarian Communist Party. Meanwhile, Nagy sought asy-
lum in the Yugoslavian embassy in Budapest.

Kádár immediately denounced the plan for Hungary to withdraw from
the Warsaw Pact and, with Soviet military support, took control of the gov-
ernment. On 8 November he announced the formation of a Revolutionary
Worker-Peasant Government and its Fifteen-Point Program. The latter
included protection of the “people’s democratic and socialist system” from
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attack, an increase in living standards, reduction of the state bureaucracy,
increases in agricultural production, and justification for the Red Army’s inter-
vention. Nagy, promised free passage out of the country from the Yugosla-
vian embassy, was arrested on 22 November and imprisoned in Romania.

By June 1957, Kádár had fully stabilized the situation and secured his
position as the most prominent Hungarian political leader for the next thirty-
two years. He instituted severely repressive countermeasures against the
revolution’s leaders. Nagy and his fellow reform communists, including Pál
Maléter, the minister of defense in the revolutionary government, were tried
and executed on 16 June 1958. This caused an international outcry and
resulted in several years of political isolation for Kádár’s government.

By the late 1960s, however, Kádár began to implement his so-called
Goulash Communism. Begun in 1966, this program of economic liberalism
allowed some degree of free enterprise in order to bring about a higher stan-
dard of living and improved relations with the West. Everyday life became
safer and more pleasant. Of all the postwar-era East European communist
leaders, Kádár retained power the longest. During the 1960s and 1970s, he
quietly implemented most of the reforms that the revolutionists of 1956 had
fought for without evoking a backlash from Moscow. During his reign, Hun-
gary was considered the “happiest barracks” in Eastern Europe. In 1977,
Pope Paul VI granted Kádár an audience at the Vatican, which symbolically
marked the end of Hungary’s moral isolation.

In the late 1980s, however, Kádár found it difficult to adapt to Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s reform initiatives. Indeed, Kádár’s presence in
the party became an obstacle to reform. Thus, in May 1988 Károly Grósz, a
moderate party reformist and Hungary’s premier, ousted Kádár and became
party general secretary. Kádár was shifted to the ceremonial post of party
president.

During his short term in office, Grósz contributed significantly to the
transformation of Hungary to a Western-style democracy. In November 1988,
Miklós Németh succeeded Grósz as premier. After Gorbachev signaled
greater independence for Eastern Europe, Németh began implementing
fundamental reforms. His objective was to reintegrate Hungary and the entire
region into the world economy and the free market system. He agreed to a
state reburial of Imre Nagy and opened the border to East German refugees,
triggering a sequence of fundamental international political changes that
would bring an end to the division of Germany and an end the Cold War.
Németh also decided to order the removal of the barbed-wire fence on Hun-
gary’s western border, and he and other party reformers refounded the Hun-
garian Socialist Party. Németh also signed an agreement for the withdrawal
of Soviet troops from Hungary. During his tenure, a new constitution came
into being, Hungary was declared a republic, and a new election system
based on political pluralism was implemented. In the spring of 1990, József
Antall, whose Hungarian Democratic Forum party won Hungary’s first post–
Cold War free election, succeeded Németh as premier.

Anna Boros-McGee

Hungary 949



See also
Antall, József; Europe, Eastern; GeroP, ErnoP; Gorbachev, Mikhail; Grósz, Károly;

Hungarian Revolution; Kádár, János; Khrushchev, Nikita; Kovács, Béla; Mind-
szenty, József; Nagy, Ferenc; Nagy, Imre; Németh, Miklós; Rajk, László;
Rákosi, Mátyás; Tildy, Zoltán; Tökés, László; Warsaw Pact

References
Borsody, Stephen, ed. The Hungarians: A Divided Nation. New Haven, CT: Yale Cen-

ter for International and Area Studies, Distributed by Slavica Publishers, 1988.
Dunay, Pál. Hungary’s Security Policy. Hamburg: Institut für Friedensforschung und

Sicherheitspolitik an der Universität Hamburg, 1987.
Schöpflin, George. Hungary between Prosperity and Crisis. London: Institute for the

Study of Conflict, 1981.
Szerencsés, Károly. Magyarország története a II. Világháború után, 1945–1975 [History

of Hungary after World War II, 1945–1975]. Budapest: IKVA, 1991.

British Conservative Party politician and foreign secretary (1989–1995). Born
on 8 March 1930 in Marlborough, Wiltshire, southern England, Douglas Hurd
was the son of Sir Anthony Richard, a member of Parliament. Hurd attended
Eton College and Trinity College, Cambridge University, receiving his MA
in 1952 with first-class honors in history.

During 1948–1949, Hurd was a second-lieutenant in the British Army
Royal Horse Artillery. In 1952 he joined the diplomatic service and for the
next fourteen years worked in the Diplomatic Corps. He served in various
posts, including Beijing, New York, and Rome.

An astute politician, Hurd was known for his skill in strategy, his toler-
ance, and his self-discipline, although much of the British public perceived
him as aristocratic, old-fashioned, and rather aloof. He served as political sec-
retary to Prime Minister Edward Heath during 1970–1974. In 1974 Hurd was
elected to Parliament as a Conservative, representing Mid-Oxfordshire.

In 1984 Hurd was Northern Ireland secretary under Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher. From 1989 to 1995 Hurd was foreign secretary. During these
six years, he was a major figure in historic Cold War events, from the fall of
the Berlin Wall to the Dayton Peace Agreement. In November 1990, when
Thatcher suddenly withdrew from the Conservative Party, Hurd was nomi-
nated to replace her but was defeated by John Major. In 1996 Hurd was made
a Companion of Honor and the following year was given a life peerage as
Baron Hurd of Westwall in the House of Lords.

Since 1997 Hurd has been the chairman of several British firms, and he
remains active in Conservative Party causes. A prolific writer of history and
political thrillers, he had published ten books by 2002. In addition, Hurd’s
diary, kept since he was nine years old, provides valuable insights into his
long and illustrious political life.

Gary Kerley
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U.S. general and diplomat and ambassador to the Republic of China (1944–
1945). Born in the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, on 8 January 1883,
Patrick J. Hurley graduated from Indian University (now Bacone College)
in 1905. He earned a law degree from the National University of Law in
Washington, D.C., in 1908 and from George Washington University in 1913.
Admitted to the bar, he practiced law in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and was national
attorney for the Choctaw Nation during 1913–1917.

Hurley served in the Indian Territorial Volunteer Militia during 1902–
1907 and in the Oklahoma National Guard during 1914–1917. He fought in
France in the American Expeditionary Forces during World War I, rising to
the rank of lieutenant colonel. He then returned to Oklahoma, where invest-
ments in oil and banking made him one of the wealthiest men in the state.

Following donations to Herbert Hoover’s presidential campaign in 1928,
Hurley joined the new Hoover administration first as assistant secretary of
war in 1929 and then as secretary of war during 1929–1933. Hurley issued the
order to General Douglas MacArthur to evict the Bonus Army from Wash-
ington, D.C., in 1932. When Hoover was defeated for reelection, Hurley re-
turned to his business interests in Oklahoma.

When President Franklin Roosevelt sought to broaden his administra-
tion with Republicans following U.S. entry into World War II, Hurley was
recalled to active duty as an army brigadier general. He served as special
emissary to Australia, where he attempted unsuccessfully to secure the relief
of U.S. troops besieged in the Philippines. He then held a succession of spe-
cial assignments for President Roosevelt, including minister to New Zealand
(1942) and special emissary to the Soviet Union (1942) and the Near East
and Middle East (1943).

In August 1944 Roosevelt named Hurley as his personal representative
to China, and three months later he became ambassador. Directed by Roo-
sevelt to secure Nationalist leader Jiang Jieshi’s cooperation with the com-
munists to form a united front in fighting the Japanese, the uninformed
Hurley instead fell under Jiang’s sway and became an ardent champion of
the Nationalist position of noncooperation with the communists. This put
Hurley on a collision course with State Department “China Hands” John
Paton Davies and John Stewart Service, who believed that China would fall
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to the communists unless Jiang’s government underwent major reform and
was purged of corruption. Hurley held that only communists could take such
a stance.

Promoted to major general in 1944, Hurley returned to the United States
in September 1945 and declared in the course of a speech that U.S. diplo-
mats in China were refusing to carry out American policy, while in fact it
was Hurley himself who was contravening it. Under mounting criticism he
offered his resignation, which to his surprise President Harry S. Truman
accepted in November 1945. In his resignation letter, Hurley made the out-
rageous charge that State Department officials had aided the communists and
had prevented him from saving the Nationalist government.

Hurley then returned to New Mexico. An unsuccessful candidate for the
U.S. Senate from his native state in 1946, 1948, and 1952, he remained a
leading figure in the right-wing China lobby. In June 1950 Hurley accused
both Service and Davies of secretly passing information to the Chinese com-
munists that enabled them to subvert the Nationalists. Although both men
were cleared of this charge by the State Department, anticommunist cru-
sader Senator Joseph McCarthy picked it up, and both men were driven
from the State Department in 1953. Hurley died in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
on 30 July 1963.

Spencer C. Tucker
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Slovak Communist Party official and president of Czechoslovakia (1975–1989).
Born on 10 January 1913 in Dúbravka, now part of Bratislava, Slovakia,
Gustáv Husák studied law at Comenius University and joined the Com-
munist Party of Czechoslovakia (CPCz) in 1933. During World War II the
Slovak fascist government jailed him several times for communist activi-
ties. Upon his release in 1943, he supported the resistance movement and
became a member of the Central Committee of the Slovak Communist Party
(SCP). In 1944 he became a leader of the Slovak national uprising, fleeing to
the Soviet Union when it failed.
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After the war, Husák returned to Czechoslovakia and
joined the Central Committees of the CPCz and the SCP
while heading the Slovak regional government. He was
also instrumental in the communist seizure of power in
Czechoslovakia. In 1951, Stalinist purges removed him
from his positions. In 1954 Husák was arrested on charges
of treason and bourgeois nationalism and was sentenced to
life imprisonment. The government pardoned him in 1960,
and his SCP and CPCz memberships were fully restored
in 1963.

During the 1968 Prague Spring, Husák became deputy
prime minister and head of the SCP, supporting the
reforms of Alexander Dubc hek. Husák worked to federalize
the country and urged caution with the reforms in regard
to the Soviet Union. He suddenly turned against the re-
forms when the Soviets invaded Czechoslovakia in August
1968, and he then participated in negotiations with Soviet
leaders. Duly impressed, the Soviets installed Husák as
first secretary of the CPCz in April 1969, replacing Dubc hek.
Husák then pursued a policy of so-called normalization by
sweeping away most of the Dubc hek reforms, purging the
CPCz and SCP, and increasing political and social repression
throughout Czechoslovakia. He became general secretary
of the CPCz in 1971 and president of Czechoslovakia in
1975.

After Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev came to power
in 1985, criticism of Husák’s regime increased. In part be-
cause of a declining economy, Husák resigned as general
secretary in December 1987 but remained president. The
Velvet Revolution in November 1989 witnessed the collapse of communism
in Eastern Europe, and when a new Czechoslovak government, the majority
of which was noncommunist, was sworn in, Husák resigned the presidency
on 10 December 1989. He was replaced by Václav Havel. Husák retired from
politics and returned to his hometown. In February 1990 the CPCz expelled
him. Husák died in Dúbravka on 18 November 1991.

Gregory C. Ference
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President and dictator of Iraq (1979–2003). Born on 28 April 1937 in the vil-
lage of Al-Awja, near Tikrit, to a family of sheepherders, Saddam Hussein
attended a secular school in Baghdad and in 1957 joined the Baath Party, a
radical secular-socialist party that embraced Pan-Arabism. Although revo-
lutionists, Iraqi Baathists did not support General Abdul Karim Qassim’s
ouster of the Iraqi monarchy in 1958.

Wounded in an unsuccessful attempt to assassinate Qassim in 1959,
Hussein subsequently fled the country but returned after the 1963 Baathist
coup and began his rise in the party, although he was again imprisoned in
1964. Escaping in 1966, Hussein continued to ascend through the party’s
ranks, becoming second in authority when the party took full and uncon-
tested control of Iraq in 1968 under the leadership of General Ahmed Has-
san al-Bakr, a relative of Hussein. The elderly al-Bakr gradually relinquished
power to Hussein so that he eventually controlled most of the government.

Hussein became president when al-Bakr resigned, allegedly because of
illness, in July 1979. A week after taking power, Hussein led a meeting of
Baath leaders during which the names of his potential challengers were read
aloud. They were then escorted from the room and shot. Because Iraq was
rent by ethnic and religious divisions, Hussein ruled through a tight web of
relatives and associates from Tikrit, backed by the Sunni Muslim minority.
He promoted economic development through Iraqi oil production, which

accounted for 10 percent of known world reserves. His
modernization was along Western lines, with limited roles
for women and a secular legal system. He also promoted the
idea of Iraqi nationalism, emphasizing the roles of Kings
Hammurabi and Nebuchadnezzar.

Before assuming the presidency, Hussein had courted
both the West and the Soviet Union, resulting in arms
deals with the Soviets and close relations with that country
and France. He was also instrumental in convincing the
shah of Iran, Reza Pahlavi, to curb his support of Iraqi
Kurds. Hussein’s efforts to take advantage of the super-
powers’ Cold War rivalry, including rapprochement with
Iran, fell apart with the overthrow of the shah in 1979. The
shah’s successor, the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, a radi-
cal, fundamentalist Muslim, bitterly opposed Hussein be-
cause of his Sunni background and secularism.

After a period of repeated border skirmishes, Iraq de-
clared war on Iran in September 1980. Hussein’s ostensible
dispute concerned a contested border, but he also feared
Iran’s fundamentalism and its support for the Iraqi Shia
Muslim majority. Initial success gave way to Iraqi defeats
in the face of human-wave attacks and, ultimately, a stale-
mate. By 1982 Hussein was ready to end the war, but fight-
ing continued. In 1988 the United Nations (UN) finally
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brokered a cease-fire, but not before the war had devastated both nations.
The war left Iraq heavily in debt, and Hussein requested relief from his
major creditors, including the United States, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia. He
also sought to maintain high oil prices. His efforts were in vain. Creditors
refused to write off their debts, and Kuwait maintained a high oil output,
forcing OPEC to follow suit.

Hussein responded by declaring Kuwait a rogue province of Iraq. He
was also enraged by Kuwaiti slant-drilling into Iraqi oil fields. His demands
became more strident, and after securing what he believed to be U.S. acqui-
escence, he attacked Kuwait on 2 August 1990. However, he miscalculated
the U.S. reaction. President George H. W. Bush assembled an international
military coalition, built up forces in Saudi Arabia (Operation DESERT

SHIELD), and then commenced a relentless bombing campaign against Iraq
in January 1991. The ground war of 24–28 February resulted in a crushing
defeat of Iraqi forces. Although Hussein withdrew from Kuwait, coalition
forces did not seek his overthrow. He remained in power, ruling a nation dev-
astated by two recent wars.

Hussein retained control of Iraq for another decade, during which he
brutally suppressed Kurdish and Shia revolts, relinquished limited autonomy
to the Kurds, acquiesced to the destruction of stockpiles of chemical weapons,
and pursued a dilatory response to UN efforts to monitor his weapons pro-
grams. Convinced—wrongly as it turned out—that Hussein had been build-
ing and stockpiling weapons of mass destruction, President George W. Bush
asked for and received authorization from Congress to wage war against Iraq.
U.S. and allied forces invaded Iraq in March 2003. Coalition forces took
Baghdad on 9 April 2003 and captured Hussein on 14 December 2003 to be
brought to trial on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

On 5 November 2006, the Iraqi Special Tribunal found Hussein guilty in
the deaths of 148 Shiite Muslims in 1982 whose murders he had ordered.
That same day, he was sentenced to hang. On 21 August 2006, a second trial
had begun on charges that Hussein had committed genocide and other atroc-
ities by ordering the systematic extermination of northern Iraqi Kurds during
1987–1988, resulting in as many as 180,000 deaths. Before the second trial
moved into high gear, however, Hussein filed an appeal, which was rejected
by the Iraqi Court on 26 December 2006. Four days later, on 30 December
2006, Hussein was executed by hanging in Baghdad.

Daniel E. Spector

See also
Iran; IIran-Iraq War; raq; Khomeini, Ruhollah; Kuwait; Mohammad Reza Pahlavi;

Persian Gulf War

References
Coughlin, Con. Saddam: King of Terror. New York: Gale, 2003.
Karsh, Efraim. Saddam Hussein: A Political Biography. New York: Grove/Atlantic, 2002.
Miller, Judith, and Laurie Mylroie. Saddam Hussein and the Crisis in the Gulf. New York:

Times Books, 1990.
Wingate, Brian. Saddam Hussein: The Rise and Fall of a Dictator. New York: Rosen, 2004.

Hussein, Saddam 955



King of Jordan (1952–1999). Born Hussein bin Talal on 14 November 1935
in Amman, Transjordan (now Jordan), Hussein was the son of Prince Talal ibn
Abdullah. Hussein received his elementary education in Jordan before attend-
ing Victoria College in Alexandria, Egypt. From there he transferred to the
Harrow School in Great Britain. He finished his education at the elite Royal
Military Academy at Sandhurst (also in Britain). In July 1951 Hussein’s grand-
father, King Abdullah, was assassinated. In September, Hussein’s father,
Talal, became king. However, Talal suffered from a serious mental illness—
probably schizophrenia—and was soon deemed incapable of carrying out his
duties. Thus, on 11 August 1952 Hussein was proclaimed king at age sixteen.
He formally ascended the throne in May 1953.

When Hussein began his long reign, Jordan was in desperate need of
modernization and economic revitalization. In the early 1950s, only 10 per-
cent of Jordan’s population had access to running water, modern sanitation,
or electricity. By the late 1990s, 99 percent of the population enjoyed these
amenities. From the start of his reign, Hussein worked diligently to build a
modern economy and industrial infrastructure. In the 1960s a modern high-
way system was constructed as were many of Jordan’s major industries,
including phosphate, cement, and potash. Not content with economic ad-
vancements alone, Hussein sought to improve the everyday lives of his
subjects. The literacy rate increased dramatically beginning in the 1960s,
while the infant mortality rate plummeted. Hussein managed to achieve sta-
bility and a modicum of prosperity at home without resorting to repression
or heavy-handed rule. Indeed, Jordan under Hussein was one of the freest
nations in the region and is still considered a model for human rights through-
out the Middle East.

In the international area, Hussein was a moderating force in Middle East-
ern politics. He had the uncanny ability to maintain generally cordial rela-
tions with fellow Arab leaders while at the same time keeping strong ties to
most Western nations. Jordanian-American relations were quite cordial for
much of the Cold War. Hussein’s politics were not without controversy, how-
ever. In 1970 he ordered the Jordanian Army to forcefully expel the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) from Jordan, where it had set up its head-
quarters some years earlier. This resulted in considerable violence and the
killing of scores of Palestinians. Hussein’s aggressive actions against the PLO
were deemed necessary because it had begun to cause significant disruptions
in the country. Nevertheless, some Arab leaders took a dim view of the forced
expulsion.

Hussein hesitated to get involved in the 1967 Arab-Israeli War, and the
Israelis sent word that they themselves had no wish to open another front.
But emotions swept pragmatism aside. The opening of Jordanian artillery and
mortar fire into the Jewish areas of Jerusalem with heavy loss of life and the
use of long-range artillery fire that reached the suburbs of Tel Aviv brought
Israeli air strikes and the seizure from Jordan of the entire West Bank of the
Jordan River and all of Jerusalem.
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Hussein was, however, a proponent of a permanent Arab-Israeli peace
settlement. After the 1967 War, he played a significant role in the drafting of
United Nations (UN) Security Council Resolution 242. It essentially called
upon the Israelis to withdraw from the occupied territories in exchange for
peace. The resolution and Hussein’s vision became the basis for all future
Arab-Israeli peace negotiations.

During the 1990–1991 Gulf Crisis, Hussein worked tirelessly to avoid
war and persuade Iraq’s Saddam Hussein to withdraw from Kuwait. The
king’s efforts ultimately failed, however, and he defied both the West and
many Arab states by staying out of the Persian Gulf War and essentially
backing Saddam Hussein. This obviously put Jordanian-Americans rela-
tions on ice. But the freeze was short-lived. In 1994, King Hussein had
signed the landmark Israel-Jordan Treaty of Peace. This made Jordan only the
second Arab nation (Egypt was the first) to normalize relations with Israel.
Throughout the 1990s, Hussein worked to broker the ever-elusive peace
between the Palestinians and Israelis. He was stricken with lymphatic can-
cer and died in Amman on 7 February 1999. He was succeeded by his eldest
son Abdullah.

Paul G. Pierpaoli Jr.
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King Hussein of Jordan shown speaking to journalists during a visit to France. Hussein was king of Jordan during
1952–1999. (Richard Melloul/Sygma/Corbis)
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Chairman and secretary-general of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).
Born in Liuyang, Hunan Province, on 20 August 1915, Hu Yaobang attended
school only to age fourteen and then joined the Chinese communists’ Youth
Works. In 1933 he became a member of the CCP. During the Sino-Japanese
War and the Chinese Civil War he was assigned to party work in central and
southwestern China under the tutelage of future PRC leader Deng Xiaoping,
which greatly facilitated Hu’s later rise to power.

After the PRC’s birth in October 1949, Hu followed Deng to southwestern
China, heading the North Sichuan People’s Administrative Office. In 1952,
he transferred to Beijing as director of the New Democratic Youth League.
He held this post until 1966, during which time he led several youth dele-
gations abroad to promote the PRC’s ties with the socialist bloc. Hu’s admin-
istrative and diplomatic talents earned him membership in the Congress
Presidium, making him the youngest leader in the CCP hierarchy.

As Deng’s longtime associate, Hu was purged during the Cultural Revo-
lution. When Deng returned to power in 1977, Hu emerged from political
exile as director of both the CCP’s Organization Department and the Propa-
ganda Department. He also became a member of the Politburo. In 1980, Hu
succeeded Deng as secretary-general of the CCP and was elected CCP chair-
man the following year. Real power, however, remained in Deng’s hands as
the chairman of the Central Military Commission. His sole responsibility
was to implement Deng’s directives, including launching the Four Modern-
izations policy, restructuring the party apparatus with collective leadership,
and promoting the PRC’s international reputation. In 1987, Hu was forced to
resign over his failure to control prodemocracy student demonstrations in
April 1986. Hu’s death in Beijing on 15 April 1989 sparked a massive student
protest in Tiananmen Square, which ultimately led to the Tiananmen Square
incident on 4 June 1989.

Law Yuk-fun
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A thermonuclear weapon that unleashes far more devastating power than an
atomic bomb. Hydrogen bombs (also known as H-bombs) rely on the fusion
of hydrogen isotopes, unlike an atom bomb that relies on the fission (or split-
ting) of radioactive isotopes. Fusion occurs when neutrons collide with an
unstable hydrogen isotope, causing two lighter isotopes to join together to
make a heavier element. During the fusion process, some of the mass of the
original isotopes is released as energy, resulting in a powerful explosion. Be-
cause of the loss of mass, the end product, or element, weighs less than the
total of the original isotopes. H-bombs are referred to as thermonuclear devices
because temperatures of 400 million degrees Celsius are required for the
fusion process to begin. In order to produce these temperatures, an H-bomb
has an atomic bomb at its core. The explosion of the atomic device and the
fission process in turn leads to the fusion process in hydrogen isotopes that
surround the atomic core.

An H-bomb, depending on its size, can produce an explosion powerful
enough to devastate an area of approximately 150 square miles, while the
searing heat and toxic radioactive fallout from such devices can impact an
area of more than 800 square miles. The explosion of an atomic bomb by the
Soviet Union in September 1949 ended the U.S. atomic monopoly and led to
a nuclear arms race. The development of more powerful weapons such as the
H-bomb and of new methods of delivering nuclear bombs, such as ballistic
missiles, were primarily a result of the Cold War conflict and concomitant
arms race.

In 1946 the U.S. Atomic Energy Act created the Atomic Energy Com-
mission (USAEC). The USAEC was responsible for the development and
control of the U.S. atomic energy program after World War II. The commis-
sion consisted of five members appointed by the president. A civilian advi-
sory committee was also created, and Robert Oppenheimer, scientific head
of the atomic bomb project, served as its chairman. The USAEC also worked
with a military liaison with whom it consulted on all atomic energy issues
that had military applications. By 1949, the year the Soviets exploded their
first atomic bomb, Cold War tensions were running high. Nuclear physicist
Edward Teller, USAEC Commissioner Lewis Strauss, and other scientists
formed a coalition together with military officials to urge President Harry
Truman to initiate a program to construct a superweapon, or H-bomb. This
new weapon would be measured in megatons instead of kilotons and could
yield an explosion equivalent to millions of tons of TNT. Despite opposition
from Oppenheimer and several other nuclear scientists, Truman, under siege
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for being soft on communism, authorized an H-bomb program in January
1950.

It took the combined efforts of a number of scientists as well as Stanis-
law Ulam, a mathematician, to solve the theoretical and technical problems
related to building a hydrogen weapon. They carried out their work at Los
Alamos, New Mexico, the same facility that had helped produce the atomic
bomb. The prototype H-bomb was first detonated on 1 November 1952 on
Enewetak Atoll in the South Pacific. The explosion virtually obliterated the
island, creating a crater a mile wide and 175 feet deep. After the detonation
of the prototype, scientists constructed an H-bomb that could be dropped
by aircraft. That weapon was tested successfully in 1954. The Soviet Union
tested its own H-bomb on 12 August 1953. The British also developed a
hydrogen weapon, which they tested on 15 May 1957.

Unable to maintain a monopoly on nuclear weapons or to force the
Soviet Union to alter its policies through either deterrence or the threat rep-
resented by nuclear arms, the United States instead found itself engaged in
a nuclear arms race. Despite collective security agreements and pacts such as
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Hydrogen bomb test IVY MIKE, 31 October 1952 (1 November 1952 local time). This photo was taken 50 miles from the
detonation site and at a height of approximately 12,000 feet. Two minutes after Zero Hour, the cloud rose to 40,000 feet.
Ten minutes later, as it neared its maximum, the cloud stem had pushed upward about 25 miles, deep into the strato-
sphere. The mushroom portion went up to 10 miles and spread for 100 miles. (U.S. Air Force)



the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the United States main-
tained that only nuclear superiority would guarantee the security of the
United States and its allies. The launching of the first satellite to orbit Earth,
the Soviet-built Sputnik 1 in 1957, represented a dual threat to the West. It
seemed to suggest that Soviet scientists had pulled ahead of their American
counterparts. More critically, it also posed the high probability of delivering
nuclear weapons with missiles rather than by planes. As a result, the United
States increased funding for its space program and redoubled its efforts to
fully develop and deploy intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) and, later,
submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs).

The rapid proliferation of nuclear weapons, of course, increased the
threat of nuclear war, whether by accident or by choice. With the advent of
H-bombs and ballistic missile systems that could hurl bombs at an adversary
in a matter of minutes, most civil defense preparations became exercises in
futility. The Soviet Union’s installation of nuclear-tipped missiles in Cuba
led to the Cuban Missile Crisis of October 1962. President John F. Kennedy
imposed a naval quarantine around Cuba and refused to allow Soviet ships
through the blockade. Faced with the real possibility of a catastrophic ther-
monuclear war, both sides engaged in a flurry of diplomacy. The Soviets
backed down, dismantling the missiles by the end of the year. The Cuban
Missile Crisis, one of the few direct confrontations between the Americans
and Soviets, showed the potential peril of the nuclear arms race. After the
crisis passed, both U.S. and Soviet officials sought new ways to avoid the
unthinkable consequences of a nuclear exchange. In 1963, the Partial Test
Ban Treaty had been agreed to by both sides, the first small step toward
eventual nuclear arms reductions. The threat posed by nuclear weapons did
not end with the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, although reduced ten-
sions have lessened the potential for a full-scale nuclear conflict.

Melissa Jordine
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