
Libyan military officer and head of state (1970–present). Born the youngest
child of a nomadic Bedouin family in the An Nanja community in Fezzan in
June 1942, Muammar Qadhafi attended the Sebha preparatory school from
1956 to 1961. He subsequently graduated from the University of Libya in
1963, the same year he entered the Military Academy at Benghazi, where he
became part of a cabal of young military officers whose plans included the
overthrow of Libya’s pro-Western monarchy.

Qadhafi and the secret corps of militant, Pan-Arabist
officers seized power in Libya on 1 September 1969, fol-
lowing a bloodless coup that overthrew King Idris. After
a brief internal power struggle that consolidated his rule,
Qadhafi renamed the country the Libyan Arab Republic
and officially ruled as president of the Revolutionary
Command Council from 1 January 1970 to 1977. He then
switched his title to president of the People’s General
Congress during 1977–1979. In 1979 he renounced all offi-
cial titles but remained the unrivaled head of Libya.

Domestically, Qadhafi’s reign was based upon Islamic
socialism. Loosely following the model of his hero, Egypt’s
President Gamal Abdel Nasser, Qadhafi promoted the pri-
vatization of major corporations, the creation of a social
welfare system, and the establishment of state-sponsored
education and health care systems. He also outlawed al-
cohol and gambling. His regime encompassed a dark
side, however, including the sometimes violent suppres-
sion of dissidents and the sanctioning of state-sponsored
assassinations.

In foreign policy, Qadhafi promoted the ideals of
both Pan-Africanism and Pan-Arabism. He was a major
proponent of the Organization of African Unity (OAU)
and supported various anticolonial liberation struggles in
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Muammar Qadhafi has been the leader of Libya since
January 1970 and prime minister since January 1970. 
For much of that time he was labeled a terrorist by both
Western media and governments. (UPI-Bettmann/Corbis)



sub-Saharan Africa, including those in Mozambique and Angola. He also
supported Zimbabwe’s Robert Mugabe and was a staunch ally of Nelson
Mandela and the African National Congress (ANC) in South Africa, stances
that annoyed the United States, which had maintained a certain loyalty to
European interests in Africa and viewed the South African apartheid regime
as a bulwark against communism.

Qadhafi’s Middle East policies further alienated him from the West. In
many respects, he viewed himself as heir to Nasser’s notion of Pan-Arabism,
which sought to unify all Arab states into one Arab nation. In 1972 Qadhafi
attempted to broker a merger of Libya, Egypt, and Syria into a unified nation,
and in 1974 he signed a tentative alliance agreement with Tunisia, although
neither scheme worked out. At the same time, he became a strong supporter
of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and is rumored to have been
a chief financier of the radical Islamic Black September movement, which
most notoriously engineered the killing of Israeli athletes at the 1972 Munich
Olympics. He was also linked to other terrorist attacks, including the Decem-
ber 1988 bombing of a Pan Am 747 airline jet over Lockerbie, Scotland.

Qaddhafi’s ties to Islamic terrorism drove a deep wedge into Libyan-
U.S. relations. By the early 1980s, Qadhafi had marginally allied himself with
the Soviet Union and had received significant weapons supplies from it.
Meanwhile, tensions between Libya and the United States reached fever
pitch during the presidency of Ronald Reagan. In 1986 Reagan authorized
the U.S. bombing of Tripoli in retaliation for the bombing of a West Berlin
discothèque that had been tied directly to Qadhafi. The bombing raid,
designed to kill Qadhafi, instead killed his infant daughter and scores of
civilians.

The end of the Cold War witnessed an easing of tensions in U.S.-Libyan
relations as Qadhafi took a more conciliatory stance toward the West. He
publicly apologized for the Lockerbie bombing and offered compensation to
victims’ families. He also openly condemned the terrorist attacks of 11 Sep-
tember 2001 and has taken a more moderate line in the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict. In February 2004, Libya renounced its weapons of mass destruction
program, and that June the United States and Libya resumed formal diplo-
matic relations, after which most economic sanctions against Libya were
lifted.
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Diplomat, vice premier, and foreign minister of the People’s Republic of
China (PRC). Born in Shanghai, Jiangsu Province, on 5 January 1928, Qian
Qichen joined the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) at the age of fourteen,
engaging in the student movement and various underground activities.
From 1945 until the CCP’s victory in the Chinese Civil War in 1949, Qian
worked for the leftist newspaper Dagong Bao developing his writing and
liaison skills.

During 1949–1954, Qian remained in Shanghai as secretary and
researcher of the Communist Youth League Committee. In 1954 he went to
Moscow, where he studied in the Central Communist Youth League School.
Graduating in 1955, he became second secretary in the Chinese ambassa-
dorial delegation to the Soviet Union. In 1962 he became counselor of the
Chinese embassy in Moscow. In autumn 1974 he was appointed ambassador
to Guinea and Guinea-Bissau.

Qian returned to China in 1977 and assumed the directorship of the
Information Department in the Foreign Ministry, a post he held until 1982.
During his tenure he led a number of governmental delegations abroad,
fostering closer ties with the West after the Sino-American rapprochement
and the normalization of relations between the two countries. In 1982 he
assumed the post of vice foreign minister and was respon-
sible for restoring Sino-Soviet relations, having led a num-
ber of Sino-Soviet summit meetings. In April 1988 he
became foreign minister, representing the PRC in the
United Nations (UN) while continuing to promote closer
Sino-Soviet ties.

In 1991 and 1993, Qian was appointed state councillor
and vice premier, respectively, posts he held until 1998.
During his tenure in these offices, he helped establish the
Hong Kong and Macau Special Administrative Regions,
which ensured the successful implementation of Deng
Xiaoping’s one country, two systems policy. In March
1998 Qian retired from his high-profile positions, taking
up membership in the CCP’s Central Committee and the
Politburo.
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Qian Qichen, minister of foreign affairs of the People’s
Republic of China in the cabinet of Prime Minister Li
Peng from April 1988 to March 1998. (U.S. Department 
of Defense)



Foreign minister of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) during 1974–
1976. Born in Yancheng, Jiangsu Province, on 28 March 1913, Qiao Guanhua
graduated from Germany’s University of Tübingen in 1936. After the Sino-
Japanese War began in mid-1937, he returned to China and worked in
Wuhan, Hubei, as a war correspondent. In 1939 he joined the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP), serving in the Propaganda Department. In summer
1949 he left China to head the Hong Kong branch of the New China News
Agency.

After the creation of the PRC in October 1949, Qiao became vice chair-
man of both the Foreign Ministry’s Foreign Policy Committee and the Chi-
nese People’s Institute of Foreign Affairs, in which capacities he attended
the United Nations (UN) Security Council’s October 1950 meeting condemn-
ing America’s Taiwan policy, the 1951–1953 Panmunjom negotiations over the
Korean War, and the April 1954 Geneva Conference. These wide-ranging
experiences earned him the post of assistant foreign minister in October 1954,
then the vice minister position in April 1964, which he held until 1974. Upon
the restoration of the PRC’s seat in the UN in 1971, he led the Chinese del-
egation at the annual UN General Assembly meeting until 1976. Another of
his major achievements was the drafting of the February 1972 Sino-American
Joint Communiqué, which symbolized the Sino-American rapprochement
during President Richard M. Nixon’s visit to China. In 1974 Qiao became
foreign minister but was relieved two years later, branded as a revisionist
by the leaders of the ultraleftist Cultural Revolution (1966–1976). He was
barred from public life until 1980. In 1982 he was given an advisory post
in the Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries.
Qiao died on 22 September 1983 in Beijing.
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