
Indian and Pakistani military leader and president of Pakistan (1969–1971).
Born on 4 February 1917 in Peshawar, India (now Pakistan), Agha Moham-
mad Yahya Khan graduated from Punjab University and the Indian Military
Academy at Dehra Dun. Commissioned in the Indian Army in 1938, during
World War II he served with the British Army in North Africa, Iraq, and Italy.

Upon the creation of Pakistan in 1947, Yahya Khan cofounded the Pak-
istan Staff College at Quetta. He also helped to bring Muhammad Ayub Khan
to power. During the Second Pakistan-India War in 1965, Yahya Khan com-
manded an infantry division. The following year he was appointed com-
mander in chief of the Pakistani Army.

On 25 March 1969, civil unrest prompted Muhammad Ayub Khan, the
president of Pakistan, to declare martial law. He promptly resigned after
naming Yahya Khan chief martial law administrator and president. Yahya Khan
moved swiftly to abolish the 1962 constitution and dissolve the National
Assembly. He served as president for the next two years.

On 29 March 1970 Yahya Khan promulgated the Legal Framework
Order of 1970, which functioned as an interim constitution and under which
an election could be held. Then in December 1970 Yahya Khan oversaw the
first free elections in Pakistani history. The Awami League led by Sheikh
Mujib-ur-Rahman captured 160 out of 165 seats in East Pakistan but no seats
in West Pakistan. Instead of brokering a compromise between Rahman and
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, majority leader of the West Pakistani Assembly, Yahya
Khan used military force to repress the opposition in East Pakistan, and a
civil war ensued. The Third Pakistan-India War (3–17 December 1971) began
when India interceded. West Pakistan was defeated, and East Pakistan
seceded to become Bangladesh in 1971.

Yahya Khan resigned the presidency on 20 December 1971 and was
replaced by the Pakistani foreign minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. In 1972 Bhutto
placed Yahya Khan under house arrest. Yahya Khan died on 10 August 1980
in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, after suffering a stroke.

Andrew J. Waskey
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Politician, diplomat, and president of the People’s Republic of China (PRC).
Born in 1907 in Shuangjiang, Sichuan Province, Yang Shangkun enrolled at
the Shanghai University in 1925 and joined the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) in 1926. In 1927 he continued his studies at the Sun Yixian University,
graduating in 1930. Returning to China in 1931, he served in the Red Army
as director of the Political Department. During the Sino-Japanese War and the
Chinese Civil War, he served in North China, engaging in the CCP’s organi-
zational, propaganda, and liaison efforts.

Upon the establishment of the PRC in 1949, Yang became director of
the General Office of the CCP Central Committee and handled the party’s
daily administrative affairs, a post that familiarized him with all aspects of
party operations. In 1966 he was purged during the Cultural Revolution and
imprisoned. In 1979 he returned to power, first as secretary and then as vice
governor of Guangdong Province. In 1981 he transferred to Beijing as a Polit-
buro member and permanent vice chairman of the Central Military Com-
mission, in which capacities he became active in foreign affairs, leading a
number of delegations abroad to promote the PRC’s international standing.
In 1988 he was elected the PRC’s president and concurrently appointed the
first vice chairman of the Central Military Commission, thus becoming
the second most powerful figure in Chinese politics after Deng Xiaoping.
On 4 June 1989, Yang ordered the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to crack
down on the prodemocracy student demonstrators in Tiananmen Square.
In 1993 he retreated from his duties. Yang died on 14 September 1998 in
Beijing.

Law Yuk-fun
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Chinese writer and Communist Party official in the People’s Republic of
China (PRC), best known as a member of the Gang of Four. Born in Zhuji,
Zhejiang Province, in 1931, Yao Wenyuan was the son of a well-known left-
ist writer. Yao too became a writer and a literary critic in Shanghai. As a mem-
ber of the Shanghai group known as the Proletarian Writers for Purity, he
became a champion of the orthodox Chinese Communist Party (CCP) liter-
ary line against liberalism. He opposed the Hundred Flowers movement
and became known as “the Cudgel” for his hard-line approach (later he was
dubbed “the Killer by Pen”).

In November 1961 Yao published an article, “Notes on the New Histor-
ical Drama ‘Hai Rui Dismissed from Office,’” first in Wenhui bao and then,
after considerable opposition, in the People’s Daily. The article was a critique
of a play written by former vice mayor of Beijing Wu Han that was an alle-
gory in support of former Defense Minister Peng Dehuai, who had been
dismissed in 1959 by communist leader Mao Zedong for his criticism of the
Great Leap Forward. In short, the play was sharply critical of Mao, and Yao’s
article was a defense of Mao. Believed to have been ordered by Mao, Yao’s
article in effect launched the Cultural Revolution in China.

Closely identified both with Mao and his wife Jiang Qing, a former
Shanghai actress, in October 1966 Yao joined the Cultural Revolution Group
headed by Jiang and Chen Boda that directed some of the more violent
aspects of the Cultural Revolution. Together with Jiang, Wang Hongwen,
and Zhang Chunqiao, Yao formed what became known as the Gang of Four.
In April 1969 he became a member of both the Politburo and the Central
Committee of the CCP, where he directed the regime’s propaganda efforts.

Expelled from the CCP and arrested in October 1976, Yao was brought
to trial with the other members of the Gang of Four and charged with re-
sponsibility for the worst excesses of the Cultural Revolution. According to
the Chinese government, he also admitted forging documents that led to the
purge of Deng Xiaoping, later China’s leader. In October 1981 Yao received
twenty years in prison, the lightest sentence of the four defendants. He was
released in October 1996. He spent the remainder of his life working on a
history of China. Following the death of Zhang Chunqiao in April 2005, Yao
became the last surviving member of the Gang of Four. Yao died in Shang-
hai of diabetes on 23 December 2005.

Spencer C. Tucker
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Soviet reform politician during the last years of the Soviet Union and first
elected president of Russia (1991–1999). Born on 1 February 1931 in Butka
in the Sverdlovsk Oblast in the Ural Mountains, Boris Nikolayevich Yeltsin
graduated from the Urals Polytechnical Institute in 1955 as a construction
engineer. He joined the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) in
1961 and worked on various construction projects in the Sverdlovsk area
until 1968.

Yeltsin rose through the party ranks in the Sverdlovsk Oblast Party Com-
mittee. He was elected the region’s industry secretary in 1975 and first sec-

2280 Yeltsin, Boris

Yeltsin, Boris
(1931–2007)

Boris Yeltsin, shown here campaigning for the presidency of the Russian Federation on 1 June 1991. (Reuters/Corbis)



retary in 1976. During 1976–1985, he moved through the national ranks of
the CPSU. He served as a deputy in the Council of the Union (1978–1989),
a member of the Supreme Soviet Commission on Transport and Commu-
nication (1979–1984), a member of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet
(1984–1985), and chief of the Central Committee Department of Construc-
tion in 1985. The new CPSU general secretary, Mikhail Gorbachev, sum-
moned Yeltsin to Moscow in April 1985 as part of a team of reform-minded
party members.

Gorbachev asked Yeltsin to reform the Moscow City Committee. Yeltsin
began to clear the city’s Party Committee of corrupt officials, which endeared
him to Muscovites. Eventually, he became dissatisfied with the slow pace
of the perestroika reforms and openly criticized the CPSU officials. This was
directed at the power base of Yegor Ligachev, who endorsed a moderate
party–led reform. In 1987, Yeltsin resigned to force Gorbachev to take sides.
Gorbachev needed Yeltsin to counterbalance Ligachev’s growing skepticism
and rejected his resignation, asking him to curb his critiques. Yeltsin ignored
Gorbachev’s plea. Thus, Gorbachev allowed Ligachev to continue the cam-
paign against Yeltsin, which finally led to Yeltsin’s dismissal as first secretary
of the Moscow Party Committee. In 1988 Yeltsin was also expelled from the
Politburo, but he remained in Moscow as the first deputy chair of the State
Committee for Construction.

Yeltsin went on to win a landslide victory in the newly established
Congress of People’s Deputies of the Russian Soviet Federated Socialistic
Republic (RSFSR) in March 1989. In May 1990 he became chairman of the
RSFSR. By 12 June 1990 the RSFSR, along with the other fourteen Soviet
republics, had declared its independence. Yeltsin was directly elected to the
newly created office of president of the now-independent RSFSR on 12 June
1991. He then demanded Gorbachev’s resignation. Gorbachev refused to
step down, but he did agree to sign a new union treaty in late August 1991.

Hard-line conservative forces within the CPSU tried to prevent the sign-
ing of the treaty, which would lead to the dissolution of the Soviet Union. On
19 August 1991, the conservatives dispatched troops to key positions around
Moscow and held Gorbachev under house arrest. Yeltsin climbed atop one
of the tanks surrounding the parliament building, denounced the CPSU
coup as illegal, and called for a general strike. He and his supporters remained
in the parliament building as they rallied international support. For three
days, thousands of people demonstrated in front of parliament, holding off
an expected attack on the building.

The failed putsch and massive street demonstrations quickly destroyed
the credibility of Gorbachev’s perestroika and glasnost reforms. On 24 De-
cember 1991 the RSFSR and then later Russia took the Soviet Union’s
seat in the United Nation (UN) Security Council. The next day Gorbachev
resigned, an act that officially dissolved the Soviet Union. Yeltsin, as presi-
dent of Russia, immediately abolished the CPSU. In the meantime, he had
negotiated with the leaders of Ukraine and Belarus to form the Common-
wealth of Independent States as a federation of most of the former Soviet
republics.
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With a stagnating economy, a hostile legislature, and an attempted coup,
Yeltsin was not expected to win reelection in 1996. However, he staged an
amazing comeback. Despite becoming increasingly unpopular and suffering
from ill health, he continued as president of Russia until 31 December 1999,
when he surprisingly named Vladimir Putin acting president. Yeltsin died in
Moscow on 23 April 2007.

Frank Beyersdorf
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Middle Eastern nation located in the southern part of the Arabian Peninsula.
The Republic of Yemen borders Saudi Arabia to the north, Oman to the east,
the Arabian Sea and the Gulf of Aden to the south, and the Red Sea to the
west. Not far off the western and southern coasts of the country are the East
African nations of Eritrea, Djibouti, and Somalia. Yemen’s total area encom-
passes 203,846 square miles and is slightly larger than twice the size of the U.S.
state of Wyoming. It had an estimated 1945 population of 4.77 million people.

Since 1918, Yemen had been divided into North Yemen (Mutawakkilite
Kingdom of Yemen during 1918–1962 and the Yemen Arab Republic during
1962–1990) and South Yemen (People’s Republic of Yemen during 1967–
1990). In 1970, when South Yemen formally declared itself a Marxist state,
many hundreds of thousands of Yemenis fled north. This precipitated a vir-
tual civil war between North and South Yemen that would endure for twenty
years. Not until 1990 did the two states reconcile, forming a single state known
as the Republic of Yemen. Since then, there have been several unsuccessful
attempts by groups in southern Yemen to secede from the republic. The most
serious secessionist move came in 1994.

As with most areas in this part of the world, Yemen’s climate is character-
ized by torridly hot weather especially in the eastern desert regions, where
rainfall is scant. The western coast has a hot and somewhat humid climate,
while the mountainous regions in western Yemen are more temperate and
have more rainfall. Much of the country can be characterized as a desert.
Topographically, Yemen features a narrow strip of coastal plains and immedi-
ately behind them low hills that give way to high mountains. High-desert
plains farther east descend to hot desert in the interior. The nation’s chief
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resources include oil, marble, fish, minor coal deposits, gold, lead, nickel, and
copper. The bulk of Yemen’s arable land is located in the western part of the
country and comprises less than 3 percent of the entire landmass.

Yemen’s population is overwhelmingly Muslim and of Arabic descent.
Arabic is the official language. Of the nation’s Muslims, about 52 percent are
Sunni Muslims and 48 percent are Shia Muslims. The Sunnis live principally
in the southern and southeastern parts of the country. Yemen has one of the
world’s highest birth rates, and as a result its population as a whole is quite
young. Indeed, some 46 percent of the population is age fourteen and under,
while less than 3 percent is over age sixty-five. The median age is sixteen
years.

Yemen is a representative republic that has a popularly elected president
and a prime minister appointed by the president. The executive branch
shares power with the bicameral legislature. The legal system in Yemen is a
mix of Islamic law, Turkish law (a vestige of the Ottoman Empire), English
common law, and local tribal dictates. Nevertheless, Islamic laws almost
always take precedence in accordance with the Koran. Ali Abdullah Saleh
has served as president of the Republic of Yemen since the 1990 unification.
Before that, he had served as the president of North Yemen since 1978.

Recorded human habitation in the region of Yemen can be traced as far
back as the ninth century BC. Yemen’s strategic location on the Red Sea
and the Gulf of Aden has made it an important crossroad for East-West trade
as well as for trade from Asia to Africa. Around the seventh century AD,
Muslim caliphs began to exert their influence over the region and gradually
ceded authority to dynastic imams, who retained the caliph’s theocratic gov-
ernment until the modern era. Over the centuries, Egyptian caliphs also held
sway in Yemen. The Ottoman Empire controlled some or most of Yemen
sporadically between the 1500s and 1918, when the empire crumbled as a
result of World War I. Ottoman influence was most keen in northern Yemen.
In southern Yemen, imams tended to control the local scene, although they
were usually overseen to some extent by the central authorities in Constan-
tinople (Istanbul).

In 1918 North Yemen won its independence from the Ottoman Empire
and finally became a republic in 1962, which precipitated an eight-year-long
civil war. The conflict pitted royalists in the Mutawakkilite Kingdom of
Yemen against republicans. In southern Yemen until 1967, the British domi-
nated, having established a protectorate in Aden in 1839. Soon, the British
created a formal colony that incorporated Aden and southern Yemen. As such,
the British had great command of the strategic waterways of the region. After
World War II, however, Yemenis in the southern part of the country came
to resent the British presence, and before long they had organized an anti-
British insurgency with aid from the Egyptians.

Several attacks against British interests sponsored by Egypt’s govern-
ment under Gamal Abdel Nasser as well as by insurgents from North Yemen
essentially forced the British out in 1967. The former British colony now
became South Yemen. In 1970, the South Yemen government declared a
Marxist state and aligned itself squarely with the Soviet Union. As a result,
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several hundred thousand South Yemenis fled to North Yemen, overwhelm-
ing that nation’s resources. The South Yemen government did nothing to stop
the mass exodus.

Before 1962, the ruling imams in North Yemen pursued an isolationist
foreign policy. That country did have commercial and cultural ties with Saudi
Arabia, however. In the late 1950s, the Chinese and Soviets attempted to
lure North Yemen into their orbit with technological missions. By the early
1960s, North Yemen had become dependent upon Egypt for financial and
technical support. Later still, the Saudis supplanted the Egyptians as the main
conduit of support. During the civil war, the Saudis backed the royalists
while Egypt and the Soviet Union aided the republicans. In the 1970s and
1980s, many North Yemenis found jobs in neighboring Saudi Arabia, boost-
ing North Yemen’s flagging economy.

After 1967, when South Yemen declared itself a Marxist state, it main-
tained tense—and sometimes hostile—relations with its conservative Arab
neighbors. In addition to the ongoing conflict with North Yemen, South
Yemeni insurgents engaged the Saudis in military actions first in 1969 and
again in 1973. They also openly aided the Dhofar rebellion in Oman.

After the 1990 unification, the Republic of Yemen has generally pursued
a pragmatic foreign policy. It is a member of the Non-Aligned Movement,
is a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, and attempted to stay
impartial during the 1991 Persian Gulf War and subsequent wars in the Middle
East. Its noncommittal stance in these areas, however, has not endeared it to
the Gulf States or Western nations.

Yemen is among the poorest nations in the Arab world. The long civil
war of 1962–1970 wrought great havoc on an already struggling economy, and
the agricultural sector has been hit by periodic droughts. Coffee production,
once a mainstay of northern Yemeni crops, has fallen off dramatically. The
Port of Aden in southern Yemen suffered dramatic curtailments in its cargo
handling after the 1967 Six-Day War and the British exit that same year.
Since 1990, the return of hundreds of thousands of Yemenis from the Gulf
States because of Yemen’s nonalignment in the Persian Gulf War brought with
it staggering unemployment. Reduced aid from other nations at this time
and a brief secessionist movement in 1994 conspired to keep Yemen’s econ-
omy depressed. Yemen does have significant oil deposits, but they are not of
the same quality as Persian Gulf oil and thus have not brought in a windfall
profit. Yemen does have major natural gas reserves, but that industry remains
underdeveloped. As of 2006, the Yemeni government continues to struggle
with high inflation, excessive spending, and widespread corruption.

Paul G. Pierpaoli Jr.
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Civil conflict in North Yemen (Yemen Arab Republic) lasting from 1962 until
1970 that pitted royalist forces of the Mutawakkilite Kingdom of Yemen
against those seeking to establish a republic. In addition to the ongoing civil
divisions in North Yemen (southern Yemen was controlled by Great Britain
until 1967), the immediate catalyst of the civil war was the death of Ahmad
bin Yahya in September 1962. Ahmad was the ruling imam in the region and
represented the hereditary monarchy, which had controlled northern Yemen
for many years. His repressive reign, which had begun in 1948, had gained
few new adherents during its twenty-four-year history. Ahmad harbored
visions of uniting all of Yemen but was unable to garner sufficient support to
end British rule in the southern part of the country. In 1955, he had to fend
off a serious coup effort instigated by two of his brothers and disgruntled
army officers.

To bolster his position, Ahmad entered into a formal military pact with
Egypt in 1956 that placed Yemeni military forces under a unified command
structure. That same year, he also named his son Muhammad al-Badr crown
prince and heir apparent and established formal ties with the Soviet Union.
In 1960, Ahmad left North Yemen to seek medical treatment. In his absence,
Crown Prince al-Badr began to implement several reform measures that his
father had promised to implement but as yet had gone unfulfilled. Outraged
that his son made such moves without his knowledge or assent, Ahmad
promptly reversed the measures when he returned home. This did not, of
course, endear him to his subjects, and several weeks of civil unrest ensued,
which the government quashed with a heavy hand. The 1955 coup attempt
and growing resentment toward Ahmad rendered the last years of his rule
both paranoid and reactionary.

Ahmad died at age sixty-seven on 18 September 1962, and al-Badr then
became imam. One of his first official acts was to grant a blanket amnesty to
all political prisoners who had been imprisoned during his father’s reign. He
did so in hopes of maintaining power and keeping the kingdom’s detractors
at bay. But al-Badr’s tactics did not stave off discord for long. On 26 Sep-
tember 1962 Abdullah as-Sallal, commander of the royal guard and recently
appointed to that post by al-Badr, launched a coup and declared himself
president of the Arab Republic of Yemen.

Al-Badr, meanwhile, managed to escape an assassination attempt and
went to the northern reaches of the kingdom, where he was able to stir up
support among the royalist tribes there. Within days, clashes began between
royalist fighters and the republicans that soon grew into a full-scale civil war.
Soliciting support from another hereditary kingdom, al-Badr gained the
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support of Saudi Arabia, the proximity of which to northern Yemen made it
a natural ally. As-Sallal, meanwhile, rallied republican forces and had soon
gained the support of Egypt. Both the Saudis and Egyptians dispatched mil-
itary troops to Yemen, adding to the destructiveness of the civil conflict.

By the mid-1960s, the royalists had also enlisted the help of Iran and
Jordan, while the Soviets and several other communist nations backed the
republicans. From a larger perspective, the Yemen Civil War saw the more
conservative Middle East regimes (e.g., Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Jordan) pitted
against the more radical and Pan-Arab forces in the region, as represented by
Egypt’s Gamal Abdel Nasser and the Soviet Union. The conflict also became
politicized along Cold War lines, as the United States, Great Britain, and other
Western powers tended to side with the royalists.

On several occasions, the United Nations (UN) attempted to mediate
an end to the bloodshed, but the regional and international dynamics of the
struggle made this task nearly impossible. At the height of its involvement in
the Yemen Civil War, Egypt, which had sent the most forces into Yemen, was
fielding some 75,000 troops there. This was not only acting as a huge drain
on the Egyptian treasury and military but was also stoking inter-Arab enmity.
Saudi-Egyptian relations were particularly tense. It was in fact the 1967 Six-
Day War and Egypt’s ignominious defeat in that conflict that began to turn
the tide in the civil war. After June 1967, a weakened and chastened Nasser
was compelled to begin withdrawing his troops from Yemen. That same year
saw the British withdrawal from southern Yemen. This presented a diplo-
matic opening that would ultimately lead to an end to the fighting in 1970.

By 1969, both sides in the struggle agreed that the first step to ending
the war would be the withdrawal of all foreign troops from Yemeni territory.
Both Egypt and Saudi Arabia agreed. The removal of foreign forces ultimately
led to the 1970 compromise that allowed for the continuation of the republi-
can government in which several key positions would be occupied by royalists.
There was, however, no role for Imam al-Badr, and part of the compromise
stipulated that he and his family leave the country. Al-Badr sought exile in
Britain, where he lived until his death in 1996. Sadly, the Yemen Civil War
left deep scars on that country’s society and politics that have not yet healed.
Worse yet, it is estimated that between 100,000 and 150,000 Yemenis lost
their lives in the eight years of fighting.

Paul G. Pierpaoli Jr.
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Japanese diplomat and prime minister (1946–1947, 1948–1954). Born in Yoko-
suka, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan, on 22 September 1878, Yoshida Shigeru
graduated from Tokyo Imperial University in 1906. He entered the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and served as deputy foreign minister in 1928 and then am-
bassador to Italy and Great Britain during 1936–1938. During World War II,
he tried to bring the war to an end with an early Japanese surrender but was
arrested by the military police.

During the U.S. occupation after the war, Yoshida headed the Japan Lib-
eral Party and served as prime minister during May 1946–May 1947 and
again during October 1948–December 1954. While he was in office, the Cold
War heated up, altering U.S. policy toward Japan. President Harry S. Tru-
man’s administration recognized Japan’s geopolitical importance in East Asia
and changed its policies to revitalize Japan’s economy, retain the use of Japa-
nese military bases, and rearm Japan. Demand for Japanese rearmament be-
came far stronger after the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950.

In January 1951, Yoshida held a series of talks with U.S. diplomat John
Foster Dulles, assigned to negotiate a peace treaty with Japan. Dulles wanted
Japan to conclude a peace treaty as a U.S. ally and to maintain adequate
armed forces. Yoshida agreed to an alliance with the United
States but resisted Dulles’s request for rearmament.
Yoshida ultimately compromised with Dulles and secretly
promised to create Japanese security forces. On 8 Septem-
ber 1951, Yoshida signed the San Francisco Peace Treaty.
That same day, he also signed the United States–Japan
Security Treaty.

In October 1952, Yoshida created the National Secu-
rity Forces, which succeeded the National Police Reserve
established in 1950. With continuous pressure from Wash-
ington to strengthen defense forces, he transformed the
National Security Forces into the Self-Defense Forces in
June 1954. A few months before this, the U.S.-Japan Mutual
Defense Assistance Agreement was signed, strengthening
military and economic ties between the two nations. By
that time the Japanese economy was flourishing, as the
Korean War had pumped billions of dollars into Japanese
factories.

Yoshida’s diplomacy put top priority on Japanese eco-
nomic development, followed by retaining defense forces
at the minimum level possible. Yoshida remained a strong
supporter of the Guomindang (GMD, Nationalist) gov-
ernment on Taiwan. In domestic matters, he increased cen-
tralization of government.

The year 1954 saw the biggest challenge to his diplo-
macy. The Lucky Dragon incident in March caused massive
protests against U.S. testing of nuclear weapons. The Lucky
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Dragon was a Japanese fishing vessel that had become caught in radioactive
fallout after an American nuclear test in the Pacific Ocean.

Yoshida’s political power and popularity decreased during this tumul-
tuous year, and his premiership came to end in December 1954. He died on
20 October 1967 in Oiso, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan.

Iikura Akira
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Former Southeast European nation. Yugoslavia, with a 1945 population of
some 15 million people, covered roughly 98,000 square miles, about the size
of the U.S. state of Wyoming. It was bordered by Italy, Austria, and Hungary
to the north; Romania and Bulgaria to the east; Greece and Albania to the
south; and the Adriatic Sea to the east.

During the twentieth century, two states bearing the name “Yugoslavia”
exemplified the international standard for ethnic strife and political frag-
mentation. Over the course of its seventy-year history, Yugoslavia staggered
from crisis to crisis, swapping one volatile form of political union for another.
The Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, renamed in 1929 the Kingdom
of Yugoslavia (the land of the South Slavs), was created in the aftermath of
World War I and disintegrated under German invasion in 1941. The Federal
People’s Republic of Yugoslavia, renamed in 1963 the Socialist Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia, dissolved on its own in 1991 into a brutal civil war that
for the first time since World War II unleashed in Europe the horrors of geno-
cide and concentration camps.

The survival of both states depended on the political, social, and cultural
harmony of the multinational, multiethnic, and multireligious population
of the federation who during the Cold War lived an ostensibly peaceful life
in six republics (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro,
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Serbia, and Slovenia) and two autonomous regions (Vojvodina and Kosovo).
The breakdown of relations between Orthodox Serbs and Roman Catholic
Croats badly weakened the interwar Yugoslavia, making it easy prey for the
Axis powers in 1941. After World War II, Josip Broz Tito and the communists
subdued the interwar nationalistic tensions and put Yugoslavia on the world
map as a socialist, nonaligned, self-managed alternative to Western capital-
ism and Soviet-style communism. In the wake of Tito’s thirty-five-year
benevolent dictatorship, the apparent lack of common values accentuated
historical differences that were exploited by power-hungry politicians, who
hastened the bloody collapse of the country in the early 1990s.

Eleven percent of Yugoslavia’s 1940 population had been killed in World
War II, and that conflict and subsequent resettlements completely disrupted
the region’s agriculture, industry, communications, and infrastructure, bring-
ing about widespread suffering and starvation. The communist-led Partisans
under Tito emerged from the war as sole rulers of Yugoslavia without sig-
nificant Soviet assistance. During 1945–1948, Tito’s government adopted
a Soviet-style constitution that provided for a federation united under a
strong central government. Meanwhile, the Yugoslav Communist Party (KPJ)
adopted a Stalinist model for rapid industrial development. Through forced
collectivization, nationalization, and the establishment of a strict central
planning system, the government took control of virtually all of the country’s
wealth.

The communist regime further consolidated its grip on power by punish-
ing wartime collaborators and eliminating political and religious opposition.
The show trial and execution of Chetnik leader General Drazha Mihajlovica in
Belgrade and the Zagreb trial and imprisonment of Archbishop Aloysius
Stepinac sent strong signals to all opponents of the new regime, strengthen-
ing a siege mentality that remained a major hallmark of postwar Yugoslavia.
Tito and his communist comrades recognized clearly the dangers inherent in
national and religious chauvinism. To generate social tolerance, the commu-
nists introduced the brotherhood and unity concept under the national ide-
ology of Yugoslavism as a substitute for individual ethnic nationalisms, but
their efforts ultimately foundered.

Although Yugoslavia’s communists began as devoted Stalinists, the image
of Yugoslavia as the Soviets’ staunchest ally changed dramatically in reaction
to the Soviet attempt to dominate all domestic and foreign aspects of Yugo-
slavian affairs. In the wake of the Yugoslav-Soviet split, by 1948 Tito was
seen as a hero in the West. Yugoslavia’s ensuing expulsion from the Comin-
form (Communist Information Bureau) and Comecon (Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance) led to a crisis that convinced Yugoslav leaders that a
Soviet-led invasion was imminent. American and British assistance kept Tito
afloat, saved the country from starvation in 1950, and contained much of
Yugoslavia’s trade deficit over the next decade. Yet neither Western economic
aid nor U.S. military assistance resulted in Yugoslavia moving closer to the
Western bloc. American officials wondered if the split with the Soviets was
permanent, while Tito distrusted the United States and fretted over the Soviet
reaction to American aid.
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The renaming of the KPJ as the League of Communists of Yugoslavia in
1952 as well as the introduction of a new economic mechanism, workers’
self-management, and market socialism of the 1960s confirmed that Yugo-
slavia was pursuing a unique, un-Soviet version of socialism. Yugoslavia’s mar-
ket socialism was based on worker-managed enterprises that used domestic
and foreign forces as a management guide. Tito undoubtedly proved to be
the most skillful politician in Yugoslavia’s history because of his role in found-
ing the Non-Aligned Movement, which became the keystone of the coun-
try’s foreign policy during the Cold War. Yugoslavia’s role in the movement
stoked the competition between the Western powers and the Soviet bloc,
and Tito encouraged the competition for his political gain while extracting
valuable economic concessions from both sides. Despite the Yugoslav-Soviet
rapprochement after Josef Stalin’s death in 1953, Tito transformed one of the
most isolated countries in the world into one that enjoyed reasonable diplo-
matic relations with more countries than any other communist regime.

During the 1960s and 1970s it appeared as if Yugoslavia’s reforms were
on the way to solving the most important domestic problems. Yet decen-
tralization in 1960 in the wake of the fall of Aleksandar Rankovic a, the chief
of the secret police who resisted reforms, did not introduce liberalization.
Instead, it created deep institutional fractures, such as the introduction of a
confederated system of republics with greater autonomy than before. This
would ultimately result in the bloody break-up of Yugoslavia. The rise of
nationalism in Croatia and elsewhere further obstructed reforms and the
liberalization movement. The 1974 constitution, one of the world’s longest,
aimed to provide political stability by using ethnic quotas, rotation of cadres,
and the republics’ right to veto federal legislation but proved to be counter-
productive. Steep increases in oil prices during the mid-1970s worsened the
economic situation, which had been deteriorating for decades. Economic
hardships were also partially attributable to the regime’s inability to success-
fully tackle mounting foreign debts, budget deficits, and galloping inflation.

During his last years, Tito ignored worsening economic conditions. His
death in 1980 deprived the country of strong leadership capable of unifying
the nation and solving its mounting problems. Anti-Serbian rioting in Kosovo
only contributed to the sense of crisis. The communist system of collective
rotating leadership that replaced Tito’s rule was unable to cope with the
mounting crises. Serbian President Slobodan Miloshevica exploited the situa-
tion and greatly contributed to the breakdown of the sense of community by
stockpiling weaponry, abolishing the autonomous provinces, and encourag-
ing Serbian nationalism not in an attempt to preserve Yugoslavia but rather
to create a greater Serbia.

Following a decade of political inertia and deepening economic crisis,
the armed conflict in Slovenia in June 1991 between the forces of the Yugo-
slav People’s Army and the Slovenian territorial defense forces marked the
beginning of the collapse of Yugoslavia. The relatively minor dispute over
Slovenia’s independence carried over to Croatia, which had a substantial
Serbian minority who demanded Serbian annexation and feared the new
nationalist Croatian government led by Franjo Tud mman. After pulling out of
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Slovenia, the army, strengthened by local Serbian forces, outmatched the
Croats and occupied one-third of Croatian territory by December 1991. The
occupied territories received the status of United Nations Protected Areas
(UNPAs), and the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) replaced
the Yugoslav People’s Army.

This situation and sporadic fighting endured until May 1995, when the
U.S.-trained Croatian Army overran the UNPA in western Slovenia. In August
1995 the Croats, in a lightning offensive, overran Serb-occupied Krajina.
Both military actions received tacit approval from the West, but there was
an exodus of Croatian Serb refugees who fled for fear of retaliation. The last
UNPA in eastern Slovenia was peacefully reintegrated into Croatia in 1998
under the terms of the Dayton Peace Accords.

By the time the Bosnian state led by Alija Izetbegovic a received inter-
national recognition on 6 April 1992, Bosnian Serbs and Bosnian Croats had
already formed satellite states as a part of a covert agreement between Milo-
shevica and Tud mman. Republika Srpska led by Radovan Karadz hica was backed
by Serbia and the Yugoslav People’s Army, while Croatia supported Bosnia
and Herzegovina. A three-sided ethnic war soon erupted. By the end of 1992,
the Serbs controlled about 70 percent of Bosnia and laid siege to Sarajevo
for three years, carrying out ethnic cleansing and torturing and murdering
thousands of people in concentration camps. Croatian forces launched a war
against the Muslims in May 1993 and then laid siege to the city of Mostar.
The Muslims were initially poorly armed but by fighting a largely defensive
war managed to hold off their opponents using equally atrocious tactics.

Peace in Bosnia was secured by the American team of negotiators led
by Richard Holbrooke, who invited Tud mman, Izetbegovica, and Miloshevica to
Dayton, Ohio, to negotiate peace terms. After three weeks of intense nego-
tiations, on 21 November 1995 the Muslim-Croat federation received control
of 51 percent of the territory, while the Serbs received 49 percent. All three
parties agreed to create a union in which each side would have control over its
own defense, security, and taxes. The peace was enforced by 60,000 United
Nations (UN) troops, reduced to a 24,000-strong international Stabilization
Force (SFOR) in 1997.

The campaign of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) air strikes,
led by the United States, against Serbia’s atrocious Kosovo policy lasted from
late March until June 1999. These strikes were precipitated by Miloshevica’s
rejection of the 1991 Rambouillet peace agreement, which stipulated that
NATO forces would have unobstructed access to all of the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia to maintain peace in Kosovo. The steady suppression of the
Albanian majority (90 percent of the population according to the 1991 cen-
sus) erupted into an outright war with the paramilitary forces of the Kosovo
Liberation Army (KLA). During 1998 and early 1999, the conflict drove from
their homes more than 200,000 people, while thousands were killed. The
air strikes destroyed military targets as well as factories and infrastructure
throughout Serbia, including Belgrade. Miloshevica agreed to a peace plan on
3 June 1999 that created another international protectorate in the Balkans. A
peacekeeping force, the Kosovo Force (KFOR) of 50,000 troops, was sent to
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ensure the safe return of refugees and maintain peace in Kosovo, which re-
mains a part of Serbia.

The name “Yugoslavia” was officially erased from the map on 14 March
2002, when the two remaining republics that comprised the Federal Repub-
lic of Yugoslavia voted to rename the country Serbia and Montenegro.

Josip Močnik

See also
Comecon; Cominform; Djilas, Milován; Market Socialism; Milos hevic a, Slobodan;

Nationalism; Non-Aligned Movement; Soviet-Yugoslav Split; Stepinac, Aloysius,
Archbishop; Territorial Changes after World War II; Tito, Josip Broz; Trieste;
Tud mman, Franjo; Warsaw Pact; Yugoslavia, Armed Forces

References
Cohen, Lenard J. Broken Bonds: Yugoslavia’s Disintegration and Balkan Politics in Tran-

sition. 2nd ed. Boulder, CO: Westview, 1995.
Djilas, Aleksa. The Contested Country: Yugoslav Unity and Communist Revolution, 1919–

1953. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1991.
Lampe, John R. Yugoslavia As History: Twice There Was a Country. 2nd ed. Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2000.
Naimark, Norman M., and Holly Case, eds. Yugoslavia and Its Historians: Understand-

ing the Balkan Wars of the 1990s. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2003.
Pavlovitch, Stevan K. The Improbable Survivor: Yugoslavia and Its Problems, 1918–1988.

Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 1988.
Rusinow, Dennison. The Yugoslav Experiment, 1948–1974. London: Royal Institute of

International Affairs, 1977.
West, Richard. Tito and the Rise and Fall of Yugoslavia. New York: Carroll and Graf,

1994.

The large, expensive, and apparently effective armed forces of the Socialist
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia were formed in 1945 from the 400,000-strong
victorious, multiethnic Partisan National Liberation Army and gradually re-
duced to 180,000 soldiers, containing more than 100,000 conscripts, by 1990.
All male citizens were subject to conscription after their seventeenth birth-
day, while women served as volunteers.

The Yugoslav People’s Army was of colossal importance to the sover-
eignty of the Yugoslav state because during most of the Cold War, commu-
nist nonaligned Yugoslavia was a member of neither the Soviet bloc nor the
Western bloc. Fear of a Soviet invasion was the primary factor in defense
planning. President Josip Broz Tito and the Yugoslav Communist Party relied
on the doctrine of total military defense, stressing brotherhood and unity
ideology as well as coordination between the army and the Territorial Defense
Force to safeguard and secure the regime’s legitimacy.

The Yugoslav People’s Army consisted of the army, air force, and navy
organized into four military regions and further divided into districts that
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controlled draft registration, mobilization, and military facilities. The army
generally controlled the large Territorial Defense Forces (more than a mil-
lion strong), exercised autonomy in military matters, and exerted substantial
influence within the League of Communists of Yugoslavia. In 1990 more
than 100,000 army personnel belonged to the league. As with the country at
large, the armed forces were beset by ethnic tensions that intensified after
Tito’s death in 1980.

The army contained more than half of Yugoslavia’s active-duty soldiers
(including conscripts) and could rapidly mobilize close to half a million trained
reservists. It was comprised of infantry, armor, artillery, air defense, signal,
engineering, and chemical defense corps and was organized into three mili-
tary regions (Slovenia and northern Croatia; eastern Croatia, Vojvodina, and
Serbia; and Kosovo and Macedonia) and ten army headquarters. The brigade
was the largest operational unit.

The army operated Soviet T-34, T-54, and T-55 tanks and Yugoslav M-84
tanks, among others. It also maintained some American M-4 and M-47 tanks.
Although artillery and antitank regiments were well equipped with Soviet,
American, and domestic tactical systems, mechanized infantry brigades lacked
sufficient armored combat vehicles and personnel carriers.

The air force operated more than 400 combat aircraft (including Orao-2,
Super Galeb, Jastreb, and P-2 Kraguj, some armed with American AGM-65
Maverick or Soviet AS-7 and AS-9 missiles) and 200 armed helicopters
(among others, Mi-8 helicopter gunships and domestic Partisan helicopters)
with the support of approximately 30,000 personnel and only a few thousand
conscripts. There were also nine squadrons of 130 MiG-21 fighters armed
with Soviet AA-2, AA-8, SA-2, or SA-3 missiles, some of which were obsolete
by the time Yugoslavia disintegrated in 1991.

The navy provided an adequate coastal defense force of more than
10,000 sailors and marines charged with protecting the country’s 1,000-mile
shoreline, the coastal islands, and the strategic Strait of Otranto. It had its
headquarters at Split and was organized into missile, torpedo, and patrol boat
brigades; a submarine division; minesweeper flotillas; and an antisubmarine
warfare helicopter squadron.

Most males and females between the ages of fifteen and sixty-five par-
ticipated in national defense as part of the Territorial Defense Forces. Al-
though the Territorial Defense Forces was originally independent, the nearest
army command usually exerted authority over it and its lightly armored
infantry units, battalions, and regiments that were trained exclusively for
defensive actions on familiar local terrain.

No form of alternative service was available for conscientious objectors,
and the penalty for refusing to serve ranged from five years in prison to
execution. It is indeed ironic that the same armed forces that were consid-
ered the biggest school of brotherhood and unity and one of the strongest
unifying institutions guaranteeing Yugoslav statehood metamorphosed into
the main instrument against it during the bloody breakup of Yugoslavia in
the 1990s.

Josip Močnik
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