
See Congo, Democratic Republic of the; Congo Civil War

Czech communist politician, prime minister (1948–1953), and president of
Czechoslovakia (1953). Born on 19 December 1884 in Zákolany, Bohemia,
to a politically active working-class family, Antonín Zápotockya trained as a
mason and joined the workers’ movement and the Social Democratic Party
in Kladno. He became known for his union-organizing abilities and was
elected to the Kladno town council in 1911. Arrested several times for his
political activities, he was drafted into the Austro-Hungarian Army, serving
on various fronts during World War I.

After the war, Zápotockya returned to Kladno, resumed his activity with
the Social Democrats, and wrote poetry and several novels about his involve-
ment with the workers’ movement. He received a two-year prison sentence
for leading the 1920 general strike of Kladno ironworkers and miners.
Released early, he became a founding member of the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia (CPCz) in 1921. He also assisted in the formation of its press
and trade union movement.

In 1925 Zápotocky a was elected as a deputy to the National Assembly,
later serving as a senator. In 1929 he became head of the communist trade
union in Czechoslovakia. After the Germans occupied Czechoslovakia in
March 1939, he was arrested and interned at Sachsenhausen concentration
camp until the end of World War II.

In 1945, Zápotocky a joined the CPCz Politburo and became head of the
Revolutionary Trade Union Organization (RTUO), the blanket union organ-
ization in Czechoslovakia. He was again elected to the National Assembly
in 1946. He was instrumental in the CPCz’s February 1948 coup by rallying
his workers in the People’s Militia to support the communist takeover.
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Consequently, he became a deputy prime minister and, after CPCz leader
and Premier Klement Gottwald became president in June 1948, succeeded
him as premier.

Under Zápotockya’s leadership, Czechoslovakia became a hard-line Stal-
inist state that attacked organized religion, private enterprise, and civil rights
while unconditionally supporting Soviet policies at home and abroad. He
also played an important role in events leading up to the 1950s purges and
show trials in Czechoslovakia.

In 1950 Zápotocky a helped reorganize the CPCz and resigned from the
RTUO after being elected to the CPCz secretariat and presidium. Upon
Gottwald’s death in March 1953, Zápotocky a became president, holding the
position until his death in Prague on 13 November 1953.
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Vice foreign minister of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). Born in Wujin,
Jiangsu Province, on 7 November 1905, Zhang Hanfu studied at China’s
Qinghua University and also took up studies in the United States and the
Soviet Union during the 1920s. Returning to China in 1929, he found work
as a journalist in Shanghai. In 1938 he joined the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) and served throughout the Sino-Japanese War as editor of the CCP’s
wartime publications. In 1945 he accompanied Zhou Enlai, the PRC’s future
foreign minister, to the San Francisco conference that drafted the United
Nations (UN) Charter.

During the Chinese Civil War, Zhang served in Hong Kong, where he
continued his editing career. He returned to China in late 1948 and became
director of the Alien Affairs Office of the Municipal People’s Government
in Jiangsu. Upon the establishment of the PRC in 1949, he was appointed
vice foreign minister, working directly under Zhou. In December 1949,
Zhang also became director of the Foreign Ministry’s Committee on Foreign
Treaties, where he was responsible for developing China’s diplomatic rela-
tionships with Western Asian and African nations. In April 1955 he accom-
panied Zhou to the Bandung Conference, at which Zhou’s “Five Principles
for Peaceful Coexistence” were first enunciated in public.
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Zhang went on to serve under Liu Shaoqi and Chen Yi, traveling with
them on a number of Asian and African tours to promote the Bandung Spirit.
Zhang died in Beijing on 1 January 1972.
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Chinese diplomat and vice foreign minister of the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) during 1955–1959. Born in Nanhui, Jiangsu Province, on 30 August
1900, Zhang Wentian joined the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in 1925 and
then enrolled at Moscow’s Sun Yixian University. Upon his return to China
in 1931, he became minister of publicity for the CCP, responsible for editing
the party’s journals.

During the Sino-Japanese War (1937–1945), Zhang served in Yan’an,
Shaanxi, as editor of party publications and president of the Institute of Marx-
ism and Leninism. After the war, he was sent to Northeast China, where he
stayed throughout the final stages of the Chinese Civil War (1947–1949),
working on organizational and economic matters.

In January 1950, Zhang was transferred to Beijing to lead a delegation to
the United Nations (UN) and was concurrently appointed as the PRC repre-
sentative to the UN Security Council. Realizing that the PRC could not be
seated in the UN, Beijing named Zhang ambassador to the Soviet Union in
1951. In April 1954 he was appointed vice foreign minister and attended the
Geneva Conference held that the same month. Returning to China in early
1955, he formally assumed his ministerial duties. During his tenure, which
lasted until 1959, he was responsible for the PRC’s relationship with the
Soviet communist bloc. In September 1959, he was relieved of his post on
charges that he had developed close ties with antiparty elements. He was
forced to retreat from the diplomatic front line, taking up a research fellow-
ship in the Economic Institute, a job he held until 1965.

With the ultraleftist Cultural Revolution, Zhang was first purged and then
internally exiled. He died in Wuxi, Jiangsu Province, on 1 July 1976.
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Chinese communist politician and premier of the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) during 1980–1987. Born in Huaxian, Henan Province, on 17 October
1919, Zhao Ziyang completed his secondary education in 1937 at Wuhan, the

capital of his native province. The next year, he joined the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP), becoming secretary of
the Third Special District in the Hebei-Shandong Border
Region, where he also fought in the Sino-Japanese War
(1937–1945).

Following World War II, Zhao was responsible for rural
reform work in the Hebei-Shandong-Henan Border Region.
During the Chinese Civil War (1946–1949), he served in
his native province as the CCP’s secretary of the Luoyang
District. During October 1949–1965, he was assigned to
Guangdong Province, holding a secretariat in the South
China subbureau of the Central–South China Bureau. In
mid-1965, he was promoted to the bureau level as the first
secretary of Guangdong.

In October 1967, as a result of the ultraleftist Cultural
Revolution, Zhao was denounced as a counterrevolutionary,
a member of the landowning class, and an agent of PRC
Chairman Liu Shaoqi, a rival of Mao Zedong. Thereafter,
Zhao was exiled from public life, spending four years at
forced labor in a factory until May 1971, when he was
assigned to the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region as the
party’s secretary. In April 1972 he returned to Guangdong,
resuming his former posts. In 1976 he went to Sichuan,
where he assumed similar positions. His successful eco-
nomic modernization of Sichuan soon captured Beijing’s
attention.

In 1980, Zhao became premier, a post he held until
1987, during which he frequently traveled abroad to pro-
mote the PRC’s international image. In 1987 he became
the general-secretary and the first vice chairman of the CCP

2298 Zhao Ziyang

Zhao Ziyang
(1919–2005)

Chinese Premier Zhao Ziyang, shown here during a meet-
ing with U.S. President Ronald Reagan during talks at 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, 27 April 1984.
(Bettmann/Corbis)



Central Committee’s Military Commission. On 19 May 1989, he visited with
the student prodemocracy demonstrators in Tiananmen Square in Beijing. He
begged them to depart, apologized for having arrived “too late,” and warned
the students that the state authorities were planning to take action against
them. In June 1989, shortly after the Tiananmen Square Massacre, he was
stripped of all his posts because of his support of the student demonstrators.

Zhao was then detained under house arrest in Beijing not far from the
government offices where he once led China. During his long confinement,
he became a powerful symbol for those who believed that the Chinese
government should reassess its policies in the 3–4 June 1989 Tiananmen
Square crackdown. Zhao died in Beijing on 17 January 2005, and nervous
Chinese government officials strongly discouraged any public demonstrations
or mourning to mark the occasion.
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Soviet political leader and his country’s chief communist ideologue in the
early Cold War. Born in Mariupol, Ukraine, on 14 February 1896, Andrei
Zhdanov joined the Bolshevik Party in 1915. Following the Bolshevik seizure
of power in November 1917, he served as a party official in several regions of
the country. A close associate of Josef Stalin, Zhdanov enjoyed rapid advance-
ment in the party hierarchy. He took the lead in developing Soviet cultural
policy, helping to establish both the Union of Soviet Writers and the doctrine
of socialist realism, whereby literature and art should be realistic and instruc-
tive in order to advance the communist ideal.

Following the assassination of Sergei Kirov in 1934, Stalin appointed
Zhdanov to the powerful post of party boss in Leningrad. Zhdanov played a
leading part in the Great Purges of the late 1930s, sending tens of thousands
of suspect communists and their families to Siberia. During World War II, he
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took a key role in the defense of Leningrad during the long German siege of
that city. Following the capitulation of Finland, which had reentered the war
against the Soviet Union, he supervised reparations from that country to the
Soviet Union.

Immediately after the war, Zhdanov was instrumental in the establishment
of the Cominform (Communist Information Bureau) and in ensuring Soviet
control over Eastern Europe. In line with this, he developed an anti-Western
ideology that played on the intense patriotism roused by Soviet military accom-
plishments and suffering in the war to enforce discipline and stifle dissent.

In the summer of 1946, with the full support of Stalin, Zhdanov mounted
an intense ideological crusade against Western influence, or bourgeois cos-
mopolitanism, and culture. Known as the Zhdanovshchina, it had three key
elements: the glorification of Stalin, to whom all accomplishments were
attributed; the achievements of the Soviet people, above all the Great Rus-
sians, in the war and in science and the arts (firsts were claimed for a variety
of scientific advances); and communism. Numerous writers, artists, and sci-
entists were sent to labor camps for failing to toe the party line.

Zhdanov, regarded by many as Stalin’s heir apparent, was a heavy drinker
and also suffered from heart disease. He battled a prolonged and unspecified
illness for some time before his death at Valdai Heights near Moscow on
31 August 1948. Zhdanov’s death precipitated a power struggle and triggered
the Leningrad Affair, a sudden purge of thousands of government and party
officials in and around Leningrad.
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Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP) leader and head of state during 1971–1989.
Born on 17 September 1911 in Pravets, Bulgaria, Todor Zhivkov received only
a modest primary education before becoming a typographer. He became
politically engaged at age nineteen when he joined the clandestine Commu-
nist Youth organization. He joined the BCP in 1932. During World War II, he
joined the antimonarchist partisans and fought against the Bulgarian Royal
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Army, which was allied with Nazi Germany. At war’s end, he became a mem-
ber of the BCP’s Central Committee and went on to serve as secretary of the
Municipal Committee of Sophia, the equivalent of the city’s mayor.

By the late 1940s, Zhivkov had become the protégé of Valko Tcher-
venkov, who at the time was the strongman of the BCP. In 1951 Zhivkov
joined the BCP Politburo as his meteoric political ascendancy continued. He
soon became secretary of the Politburo’s Central Committee, which gave
him control over much of that body as a whole. In 1954 Tchervenkov tapped
Zhivkov to be first secretary of the BCP. A cunning politician, Zhivkov soon
pushed his mentor aside, with Moscow’s implicit blessing. From 1962 until
1971, Zhivkov functioned as the leader of the BCP and as Bulgaria’s premier,
which afforded him vast powers over Bulgarian affairs. He was a hard-liner
with dictatorial tendencies. Even while the Soviet Union implemented de-
Stalinization policies in the mid-1950s, he refused to release Bulgaria’s polit-
ical prisoners. Indeed, the Bulgarian gulag would not be abandoned until 1962.

In 1971 Zhivkov proclaimed himself head of state as chair of the Coun-
cil of State, essentially rubber-stamping his own authority as Bulgaria’s leader.
He continued to rule with an iron fist, choosing to surround himself mainly
with family members acting as advisors and administrators. By the mid-
1980s, with significant political changes afoot in Russia, he decided to crack
down on his nation’s Turkish minority of some 800,000 people. His repres-
sion of the Turks led to their mass exodus, with many crossing the border
into Turkey. This debacle destabilized Bulgaria’s already weak economy and
strained relations with Turkey and the West.

Simultaneously, Zhivkov attempted to give the impression that he,
like Russia’s President Mikhail Gorbachev, supported perestroika. In reality,
Zhivkov implemented few meaningful reforms. By late 1989, Bulgaria was
on the brink of economic collapse. On 10 November 1989, as the Berlin Wall
was crumbling, he was driven from office. His rule had been brutal and his
policies disastrous. In February 1991, he was put on trial for his abuses of
power, convicted, and sentenced to seven years in prison. For health reasons,
he was confined under house arrest. Zhivkov wrote his memoirs during im-
prisonment and died on 5 August 1998 in Sofia.
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Premier and foreign minister of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). Born
in Shaoxing, Zhejiang Province, on 5 March 1898, Zhou Enlai traveled to
France in 1920 on a work-study basis and joined the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) the following year. He returned to China in 1924 and joined the
Guomindang (GMD, Nationalists) upon instructions from the Comintern as
a part of an alliance called the First United Front that aimed at Chinese
national unification.

The United Front broke down in mid-1927 when the GMD purged the
communists from its ranks, precipitating the CCP-GMD power struggle that
lasted for two decades. Zhou then joined Mao Zedong, the future chairman
of both the CCP and the PRC, in the two CCP power bases at Juijin, Jiangsi
Province, from 1927 to 1934 and Yan’an, Shaanxi Province, from 1935 to
1945. After the PRC’s birth in 1949, Zhou became the first PRC premier and
concurrently the first PRC foreign minister. Within the CCP, he took on the
vice chairmanship of both the Central Committee and Central Military Com-
mittee, making him second only to Mao in rank.

Zhou’s responsibilities were wide-ranging, including the restructuring of
the political system, the drafting of the constitution, the implementation of
mass socialization, and the launching of economic reforms such as the five-
year plans and collectivization. Despite occasional differences with Mao on
such matters as intervention in the Korean War and the radical Great Leap

Forward economic program, Zhou always fully supported
Mao. This loyalty, together with Zhou’s own popularity,
enabled him to remain in office and survive the Cultural
Revolution, during which many senior party and govern-
ment officials were purged or imprisoned.

Zhou’s most notable achievements were in the diplo-
matic realm. Although his foreign minister post was tech-
nically transferred to Chen Yi in April 1958, Zhou remained
the chief architect of the PRC’s foreign policy. In his capac-
ity as premier, he spent much of his time abroad, boosting
the PRC’s international standing. His diplomatic approach
was flexible and pragmatic, and his liaison service can be
divided into three areas: the Soviet bloc, the developing
world, and the Western bloc. In pursuing Mao’s lean-to-
one-side policy, Zhou’s first task was to build a diplomatic
partnership with the Soviet Union, the first nation to accord
official recognition to the PRC. To reinforce Sino-Soviet
ties, in January 1950 he visited Moscow and the next month
secured the Sino-Soviet Treaty, which not only acknowl-
edged Sino-Soviet solidarity but also promised Soviet aid
to modernize the PRC’s economy. Despite reservations as
to the PRC’s military readiness, he eventually supported
Mao’s decision to enter the Korean War in October 1950 so
as to prove the PRC’s faithfulness to the socialist bloc.
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Zhou’s interest in the developing world became readily apparent in
1953. He perceived alignment with Asian and African nations as another
path to elevating the PRC’s image abroad. His approach to the developing
world, termed the “Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence,” was first pub-
licized at the Bandung Conference in April 1955. He called for the mutual
respect of national sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual nonaggression,
nonintervention in internal affairs, equal mutual benefits, and peaceful co-
existence. These became part of the so-called Bandung Spirit, which the
conference participants pledged to uphold and promote.

Zhou’s policy toward the developing world soon paid off, as the new
Soviet leader, Nikita Khrushchev, advocated peaceful coexistence with the
West, but Sino-Soviet relations began to deteriorate. Meanwhile, Mao vitu-
peratively attacked Khrushchev’s revisionism, and by 1963 Sino-Soviet soli-
darity had all but disappeared. To redress the loss of the PRC’s erstwhile ally,
Zhou looked to the developing world, although the onset of the Cultural Rev-
olution prevented him from forging closer ties with the Asian-African bloc.

The PRC’s early alliance with the Soviet Union inevitably meant an
anti-U.S. stance. Zhou’s problems with the United States centered on two
main issues. The first was PRC representation in the United Nations (UN).
Following the PRC’s birth, Zhou had demanded that Jiang Jieshi’s Guo-
mindang (GMD, Nationalist) representative to the UN be unseated and
replaced with a PRC representative. America, however, blocked such an
attempt. The second issue was the island of Taiwan, which Jiang’s GMD still
retained and to which the United States was still attached. During his tenure,
Zhou frequently reiterated the PRC’s sovereignty over Taiwan and harshly
criticized U.S. policies toward Taiwan.

Zhou never excluded the possibility of maintaining unofficial communi-
cations with the United States. His position bore fruit after the mid-1950s,
when the PRC found itself increasingly isolated diplomatically. At the Ban-
dung Conference, Zhou initiated what later became the Sino-American Am-
bassadorial Talks, first held in August 1958, that provided the first direct
channel for U.S.-PRC communications. Although these talks were often sus-
pended due to the deadlock over Taiwan, Zhou did not abandon the hope of
reaching an understanding with the United States with a view toward break-
ing his nation’s diplomatic isolation resulting from the Sino-Soviet split and
the Cultural Revolution. In late 1969, he proposed to Mao a normalization of
Sino-American relations. Once the proposal was approved, Zhou was wholly
responsible for the rapprochement that ultimately led to U.S. President
Richard M. Nixon’s historic trip to China in February 1972. This top-level
summit laid the foundation for the formal establishment of a Sino-American
diplomatic relationship, which was completed in 1979. Zhou died in Beijing
on 8 January 1976. His death triggered mourning demonstrations that con-
tributed to the overthrow of the radical Gang of Four, who succeeded Mao
following his death later that year, and their replacement by the more prag-
matic Deng Xiaoping, who emphasized economic development rather than
communist ideology.

Law Yuk-fun
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Chinese military leader, politician, and vice chairman of the People’s Repub-
lic of China (PRC) during 1954–1959. Born in Yilong, Sichuan Province, on
18 December 1886, Zhu De went to Germany in 1922, studying in Berlin
and Göttingen, and joined the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) the same
year. He returned to China in 1926 and engaged in covert military activities.
His two most innovative contributions were the development of the CCP’s
Red Army in 1927, which later became the People’s Liberation Army (PLA),
and the conceptualization of modern guerrilla warfare with its emphasis on
control of the countryside. His military leadership and talents ensured the
CCP’s victories in both the Sino-Japanese War (1937–1945) and the Chinese
Civil War (1946–1949). In both struggles, he commanded the CCP’s armed
forces.

After the birth of the PRC in October 1949, Zhu held a number of top
positions, including commander in chief of the PLA, one of the vice chair-
men of both the Central People’s Government Council and the People’s Rev-
olutionary Council, and a member of the Standing Committee of the party’s
Central Committee. In September 1954 he gave up these posts and became
the PRC’s sole vice chairman and the first-ranking vice chairman of the
National Defense Council, in political importance ranking second only to
Chairman Mao Zedong. In 1955, Zhu was named one of the ten marshals
of the PLA. Given his advanced age, he became less active in military affairs,
participating only in important military conferences.

In foreign relations, however, Zhu became more active. During his
tenure, he frequently traveled abroad on inspection tours to Moscow, East-
ern Europe, and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK, North
Korea). In April 1959 he relinquished his two vice chairmanships and served
as chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress, a
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nominal legislative body. Thereafter he seldom made public appearances until
the mid-1960s, when he was persecuted during the ultraleftist Cultural Rev-
olution (1966–1976) simply because of his military background and was per-
ceived as a threat to Mao’s leadership. Zhu died in Beijing on 6 July 1976.
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Marshal of the Soviet Union and minister of defense (1955–1957). Born in a
peasant family in Strelkovka, Kaluga Province, Russia, on 1 December 1896,
Georgi Zhukov was conscripted into the Russian Army in 1915 and served in
the cavalry during World War I. He received a severe wound in late 1916 and
did not participate in the fighting in 1917. He joined the Red Army in 1918,
received a commission, and rose to squadron commander during the Russian
Civil War.

In 1923 Zhukov took command of a cavalry regiment and in 1930 of a
brigade. He attended several service schools, including the Frunze during
1929–1930, rising steadily in rank and responsibilities. In 1933 he had charge
of a cavalry division and in 1937 of a corps. He was one of the few senior
officers to survive Josef Stalin’s purge of the military leadership in the late
1930s. In 1938 Zhukov was appointed deputy commander of the Bialystok
Military District, and in June 1939 he received command of Soviet forces
battling the Japanese in Mongolia. By the end of August, he had defeated
the Japanese in the Battle of Khalkin Gol.

Promoted to full general, in June 1940 Zhukov took command of the
Kiev Military District. In January 1941 he became chief of the General Staff,
in effect Soviet dictator Stalin’s chief military advisor. Following the June
1941 German invasion of the Soviet Union, Zhukov took part in almost every
major battle on the Eastern Front, earning the nickname “Stalin’s Fireman.”
He participated in the unsuccessful defense of Smolensk in August and suc-
cessfully organized the defense of Leningrad in October and of Moscow,
launching the counteroffensive against the Germans there in December 1941.
In the fall of 1942, Zhukov helped plan the counteroffensive that trapped
the German Sixth Army at Stalingrad. Promoted to marshal of the Soviet
Union and appointed deputy supreme commander of the Red Army, he
helped raise the siege of Leningrad in 1943, and that July he assisted in the
defense of the Kursk salient.
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In the summer and autumn of 1944, Zhukov directed
the great Belorussian Campaign that destroyed the Ger-
man Army Group Center, and in April 1945 he personally
commanded the final Soviet assault on Berlin. He was the
Soviet representative at the formal German surrender of
8 May 1945, and he remained in Germany to command
Soviet occupation forces there and serve as the Soviet rep-
resentative on the Allied Control Commission for Germany.

In March 1946, Zhukov was recalled to the Soviet
Union as commander in chief of Soviet Land Forces and
deputy defense minister, but he lasted only three months
in this post. In July, Stalin—no doubt jealous of Zhukov’s
popularity and viewing him as a potential threat—relegated
Zhukov to a series of minor commands, first the Odessa
Military District and in February 1948 the Ural Military
District.

Following Stalin’s death in March 1953, Nikita Khrush-
chev brought Zhukov back to the senior leadership, ap-
parently anxious to use Zhukov’s status to ensure support
from the armed forces. He became first deputy minister of
defense in 1953 and defense minister in February 1955.
During this period, he pushed modernization of the force
structure, including the integration of missiles and nuclear
weapons and improving the mobility of the armed forces.
He also spearheaded major revisions in doctrine and strat-
egy to exploit advances in technology and pursued a paral-
lel effort to professionalize the officer corps.

Zhukov organized the Soviet invasion of Hungary in 1956. In June 1957,
he supported Khrushchev during an effort to oust the Soviet leader and was
rewarded by appointment to the Politburo, the first professional military
man to reach this top-level leadership body. Khrushchev strongly opposed
Zhukov’s proposed military reorganization that would reduce political influ-
ence in the armed forces and on 26 October 1957 dismissed Zhukov from his
posts. He was rehabilitated after Khrushchev’s fall from power in October
1964 but never again played a major role in policy making. Zhukov died in
Moscow on 18 June 1974.
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Georgi Zhukov was a prominent Soviet general during
World War II. Known as “Stalin’s Fireman,” Zhukov
fought in almost all major Soviet battles against Germany
in the war and was undoubtedly the best known of Soviet
generals in the West. (Library of Congress)
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Pakistani Army general, later dictator of Pakistan (1978–1988). Muhammad
Zia ul Haq was born in Jullundur, Punjab (present-day India), on 12 August
1924 to a lower-middle-class family with strong Muslim beliefs. His father
was an army clerical officer. Zia attended Delhi’s prestigious St. Stephen’s
College, graduating in 1944. He then joined the British Indian Army, serving
in World War II throughout Southeast Asia.

Upon British withdrawal from the subcontinent in 1947, Zia’s birthplace
was located in the newly independent (and predominantly Hindu) India. As
with millions of other Muslims, he and his family migrated to Pakistan, set-
tling in Peshawar, and he joined the officer corps of the Pakistani Army. After
Zia received further training in the United States and
steady promotions, Pakistani President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
appointed him chief of the army staff in 1976.

The following year Zia led a coup by fellow army offi-
cers, removing Bhutto from power. Over the next several
years, Zia was the head of the military junta, amassing
increasing power. He ruled Pakistan as its self-appointed
president by disbanding parliament, increasing the power
of the presidency, and imposing martial law. His assault
on political opponents included the execution of Bhutto
on 4 April 1979 for allegedly participating in a murder plot
against his own rivals while in office.

Although a ruthless dictator, Zia was nevertheless pop-
ular among the lower classes in Pakistan. This was largely
because of his reputation as a pious Muslim and his efforts
at increasing the role of Islam in government, including
the creation of Islamic courts. Zia was killed under myste-
rious circumstances in a plane crash on 17 August 1988 in
Bahawalpur, Pakistan.

Brent M. Geary
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Muhammad Zia ul Haq (left), president of Pakistan
(1978–1988), with U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz
during a visit to the United States in December 1982.
(U.S. Department of Defense)
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Landlocked nation in South-Central Africa. Zimbabwe covers 150,803 square
miles, about the size of the U.S. state of Montana, and is bordered by Bots-
wana to the west, Mozambique to the east, Zambia to the north, and South
Africa to the south. In 1945 the population was about 2.5 million people,
with a ratio of Africans to whites of about 16 to 1. The whites of what was
then known as Southern Rhodesia, a self-governing British colony since 1923,
found themselves in the 1950s incorporated by Britain into a Central African
Federation with the two neighboring territories of Northern Rhodesia and
Nyasaland.

Following the break-up of the federation in the early 1960s, Southern
Rhodesia’s whites voted in the right-wing Rhodesian Front headed by Ian
Smith. It was Smith who in November 1965 unilaterally declared indepen-
dence from Britain and launched the country as Rhodesia. The British gov-
ernment had ruled out the use of force against the settlers, who therefore got
away with the illegal act. By then, a white population of some 200,000 ruled
more than 4 million Africans. For a time it seemed that the settlers would be
able to retain power indefinitely. As their position was increasingly challenged,
Cold War involvement grew in the struggle to turn Rhodesia into an inde-
pendent Zimbabwe.

In the early 1960s two major nationalist parties emerged, first the Zim-
babwe African People’s Union (ZAPU) under Joshua Nkomo, which devel-
oped ties with the Soviet Union, and then a rival Zimbabwe African National
Union (ZANU), which was courted by the People’s Republic of China (PRC).
These links to communist countries were in both cases forged mainly for
practical reasons and because of what the African nationalists believed to be
Western support for the settler regime rather than from ideological commit-
ment to communism.

In response to the unilateral declaration of independence, the United
Nations (UN) imposed sanctions against Rhodesia, but these were flouted
by South Africa, which crucially continued to supply oil by Portugal and, for
a time, by the United States. In 1971, Senator Harry F. Byrd of Virginia
piloted through Congress an amendment to sanction legislation that per-
mitted the United States to import chrome ore, used for steelmaking, from
Rhodesia. It was argued that because the only other source of chrome was
the Soviet Union, the United States must put Cold War concerns above
any antipathy to white supremacist regimes in southern Africa. In 1969 the
National Security Council (NSC), under Henry Kissinger, had recommended
that U.S. policy should be based on the assumption that the white settler
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regimes in southern Africa would remain in power for the foreseeable future.
Dubbed the Tar Baby Option by its critics, this meant that the United States
would give tacit support to the settler regimes.

ZAPU and ZANU had launched an armed struggle against the settler
regime in the mid-1960s, and during 1967–1968 ZAPU had forged an alliance
with the African National Congress (ANC) of South Africa and had sent
guerrillas into Rhodesia. But until 1972 the Rhodesian regime, with South
African police support, was able to contain the insurgency with relative ease.
Internal feuds divided ZAPU and helped render it ineffective, but the Zim-
babwe African National Liberation Army (ZANLA), ZANU’s military wing,
began to operate from Mozambique in the early 1970s and was there given
active support by the Mozambican Liberation Front (Frelimo), which came
to power at independence from Portugal in 1975.

From 1972 the liberation war began to intensify, and by the time Cuban
military forces intervened in Angola in late 1975, the military wings of ZAPU
and ZANU were making inroads into Rhodesia from neighboring territories.
Although the Rhodesian Air Force began in the mid-1970s to bomb their
camps in both Mozambique and Zambia, causing large-scale loss of life, the
guerrillas increasingly operated openly in parts of rural Rhodesia, having won
the support of the local people. The war dragged on and became more brutal,
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A white Rhodesian soldier is on watch as black voters line up at a polling station at Lundi to vote in the Rhodesian
election, 19 April 1979. The vote resulted in the country’s first black-dominated parliament. (Bettmann/Corbis)



with both sides using terror tactics. By the time the war came to an end in
1979, more than 30,000 lives, most of them black, had been lost. There was
considerable white emigration during the war, and the ratio of Africans to
whites rose by the end of the decade to about 25 to 1.

By early 1976 Kissinger, now U.S. secretary of state, was concerned that
unless he could bring about a negotiated settlement in Rhodesia, the war
would escalate and the Cubans might become involved there as well. With
Marxist regimes having come to power in Angola and Mozambique, he feared
the creation of more radical pro-Soviet regimes in Africa, and he was worried
that Rhodesia might be the next domino to fall. He thus traveled to Africa
in April 1976 and in Zambia’s capital, Lusaka, announced that the United
States favored majority rule in Rhodesia. He then put pressure on Ian Smith
via South African Prime Minister John Vorster, who was himself under domes-
tic pressure, to accept the principle of majority rule, which Smith reluctantly
did in October 1976 after the South Africans threatened to withdraw support
from his regime. Attempts by President Jimmy Carter’s administration and
the British government to mediate in the conflict to produce a moderate black
successor regime initially bore little fruit.

Soon after he became president, Carter pushed Congress to repeal the
Byrd Amendment, which it did in March 1977, ending American violation of
UN sanctions against Rhodesia. As Smith moved toward implementing a
new constitution in which black Africans would take nominal power, there
were many in the United States who argued that the time had come to lift
sanctions. At the invitation of U.S. Senator Jesse Helms and others, Smith
visited the United States in October 1978 to court support for the lifting of
sanctions. Carter, however, stood firm against this and supported the British
position that a settlement must include ZAPU and ZANU, which had now
come together under pressure from the neighboring states in an uneasy Patri-
otic Front (PF).

The internal election that Smith organized and that the nationalists
boycotted ushered in the majority-rule government of Abel Muzorewa. Mar-
garet Thatcher, who became British prime minister following the Conserva-
tive Party’s victory in Britain’s April 1979 general election, was tempted to
recognize the Muzorewa government. Instead, she invited all parties, includ-
ing Smith, Muzorewa, Nkomo, and Robert Mugabe, to attend a conference
at Lancaster House in London in order to reach an internationally recog-
nized settlement. Mugabe reluctantly agreed to attend, only because Samora
Machel of Mozambique threatened that if he did not, ZANU would lose its
bases in his country.

British Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary Lord Carrington followed
a brilliant negotiating strategy. He insisted, for example, that negotiations
take place one step at a time. Thus, in the last months of 1979, the constitu-
tion for an independent Zimbabwe was agreed to, and then a process was
approved for a transition to independence via a direct British presence.
Mugabe in particular disliked the terms of the settlement, but Machel again
put pressure on him. A British governor, Christopher Soames, was sent out to
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Rhodesia to oversee the holding of elections. Plots by white supremacists to
assassinate Mugabe and stage a coup were foiled.

Thanks to U.S. and British diplomacy and to the cost of the war, the
bitterest liberation war fought in southern Africa came to an end, and an
internationally recognized, independent Zimbabwe was born. To the dismay
of the British and U.S. governments, however, it was not the moderates who
triumphed in the election held in early 1980 but rather Mugabe of ZANU-PF,
the austere revolutionary who had served eleven years in Smith’s detention
centers.

Coming into office, Mugabe initially preached reconciliation, but he
had never absorbed democratic norms and was prepared to act with force to
suppress any opposition to his rule. Nevertheless, when Zimbabwe became
independent in April 1980, the United States provided an aid package of
$225 million to the new government, hoping that Mugabe’s radicalism might
be tempered, that Zimbabwe would remain stable and prosperous, and that
it might serve as a role model for white South Africans. Whatever doubts
they had about Mugabe, the Western powers had successfully prevented any
significant involvement by communist countries in Rhodesia beyond the train-
ing of guerrillas and the supply of military materiél to ZAPU and ZANU.

For its first two decades after independence, Zimbabwe remained rela-
tively stable and prosperous, although Mugabe used brutal measures in 1982,
sending a brigade trained by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK, North Korea) to stamp out opposition in southwestern Zimbabwe.
More than 10,000 people are thought to have been killed in an episode that
largely escaped the world’s attention. Although Mugabe did not allow the
ANC’s armed wing to operate from Zimbabwe, his country was nevertheless
the victim of a number of acts of South African aggression during the 1980s.
Even as Zimbabwe moved toward becoming a de facto one-party state, the
Lancaster House agreement prevented expropriation of land for ten years,
and no moves were made to take land from whites by force until well after the
end of the Cold War. In the early 1990s, Zimbabwe remained a viable state,
but the rise of an effective opposition brought out Mugabe’s dictatorial ten-
dencies. By the end of the century, the country was plunging into economic
ruination, with massive confiscations of white-owned farms, declining agri-
cultural production, an AIDS epidemic, and political violence leading to
rigged elections.

Christopher Saunders
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Soviet diplomat. Born in Novocherkassk in the Rostov Oblast on 14 Janu-
ary 1902, Valerian Zorin joined the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(CPSU) in 1922. Following a decade in various party posts, he attended the
Higher Communist Institute of Education, graduating in 1935. He taught
and served as a party official in several posts until joining the People’s Com-

missariat of Foreign Affairs in 1941. He served as assistant
secretary-general during 1941–1942, deputy commissar dur-
ing 1942–1943, and head of the Fourth (Central European)
Department during 1943–1945.

In March 1945, Zorin was appointed Soviet ambassa-
dor to Czechoslovakia, where he served until the spring
of 1947. He then served as Soviet representative to the
United Nations (UN) Economic Commission for Europe
and later served on the Soviet delegation to the UN before
returning to Moscow in November 1947 as deputy foreign
minister, a post he held until 1955. He was dispatched to
Prague to help oversee the February 1948 coup that in-
stalled a communist government.

From October 1952 to April 1953, Zorin was Soviet
ambassador to the UN while retaining his foreign ministry
post. In 1955 he was named Soviet ambassador to the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany (FRG, West Germany) before
returning as deputy foreign minister the following year.
Remaining in this post until 1965, he also served once again
as Soviet ambassador to the UN from 1960 to 1963. During
this appointment, he was involved in a now-famous ex-
change with U.S. ambassador to the UN Adlai Stevenson
at the time of the Cuban Missile Crisis in October 1962. In
1965, Zorin was named Soviet ambassador to France, where
he served until his retirement in 1971. In retirement, he
served occasionally as an ambassador-at-large with respon-
sibility for human rights issues. Elected a candidate mem-
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Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Valerian A. Zorin at a
United Nations Security Council meeting during the
Cuban Missile Crisis, 23 October 1962. (Library of
Congress)



ber of the CPSU Central Committee in 1956, he became a full member in
1965. He died in Moscow on 14 January 1986.

Steven W. Guerrier
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