
4-F Draft classification given to
those individuals determined to
be unfit for military service

AAM air-to-air missile

ABCCC Airborne Battlefield Command
and Control Center

ABDA American, British, Dutch,
Australian

ABL airborne laser

ABM antiballistic missile

Abwehr Military intelligence (German);
Germany’s military intelligence
branch was the
Abwehrabteilung, commonly
known as the Abwehr.

ACAV Armored cavalry assault vehicle;
M113 armored personnel carrier
modified with two additional
7.62-mm machine guns and
shielding for its main .50-caliber
machine gun.

ACCS Air Command and Control Sys-
tem; also Airborne Command
and Control Squadron

ACG Air Commando Group

ACV U.S. Navy designation for an
auxiliary aircraft carrier

AEW airborne early warning

AFB Air Force Base

AFC Armed Forces Council

AFDD Air Force Doctrine Document

AFMC Air Force Material Command

AFV armored fighting vehicle

AGM Missile-range instrumentation
ship

AIRCENT Allied Air Forces Central 
Europe

AK-47 Russian-designed assault rifle,
Automat Kalashnikov, manufac-
tured throughout the communist
bloc and considered to be one 
of the most successful infantry
weapons of the twentieth century.

ALCS airborne launch-control system

ALERT Attack and Launch Early
Reporting to Theater

amidship The center part of the ship. This
is both between the fore and aft
sections and between the port
and starboard sides.

amphibious Military activity that involves 
warfare landing from ships, either

directly or by means of landing
craft or helicopters.

anyang hasham Fractured American version of 
niko Korean-language annyong

hashimnigga (hello).

AOR area of responsibility
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apartheid Any system or practice that sepa-
rates individuals within a nation
by race or caste; specifically used
in South Africa in the twentieth
century.

APC armored personnel carrier

APDS armor-piercing discarding sabot

ARG/SLF amphibious ready group/special
landing force

ARM antiradiation missile

arms race Massive military buildup
between the Soviet Union and
the United States during the
Cold War era.

ARPA Advanced Research Projects
Agency

ARRS Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Service

ARV armored recovery vehicle

ASAT antisatellite

ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, founded in 1967 to
oppose the threat of feared com-
munist expansionism. Members
include Brunei, Myanmar
(Burma), the Philippines, Indo-
nesia, Laos, Malaysia, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam (admitted
in July 1995).

ASM air-to-surface missile

ASR submarine rescue ship

ASROC antisubmarine rocket

ASW antisubmarine warfare

ATF Advanced Tactical Fighter

ATGM antitank guided missile

AWACS Airborne Warning and Control
System, a mobile long-range
radar surveillance and control
center for air defense.

AWOL absent without leave

Ba Muoi Ba A Vietnamese brand of beer
(Vietnamese for “33”).

ballistics The science of projectiles,
divided into interior and exterior
ballistics. Its aim is to improve
the design of shells/projectiles so
that increased accuracy and pre-
dictability are the result. It also
deals with rockets and ballistic
missiles.

Baltimore Four The Baltimore Four, activists
opposed to the Vietnam War,
poured human and animal blood
over the files of potential
draftees in 1967 in the first-ever
raid on a selective service office.

battle light Red light between decks to 
aid in development of night
vision.

BBC British Broadcasting Corporation

beehive round An explosive artillery shell deliv-
ering small nail-like projectiles
rather than shrapnel.

Berlin occupation At the end of World War II, the 
zones Allies (the United States, Great

Britain, France, and the Soviet
Union) divided Berlin, Germany,
into zones that each country was
to occupy.

Big Four Soviet Union, United States,
Great Britain, and China

Big Three Soviet Union, United States, 
and Great Britain

bipolar world The balance of power after
World War II and during the
Cold War, when half of the
Northern Hemisphere was con-
trolled by the United States and
capitalist democracies and the
other half by the Soviet Union
and communist states.

blacklist A list of persons who are under
government suspicion for pos-
sible illegal activities.

BMEWS Ballistic Missile Early Warning
System
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boat people After the Vietnam War, Viet-
namese refugees by the hun-
dreds and thousands fled their
homeland on crowded fishing
boats, makeshift vessels, and
unseaworthy craft.

body count The number of enemy killed,
wounded, or captured during an
operation.

brinkmanship The action of escalation of a
hazardous situation in an effort
to force an opponent to back
down.

bug out To retreat rapidly and in panic
without orders or authority when
confronted with an advancing
enemy and usually leaving all
weapons and equipment behind;
the opposite of an orderly, organ-
ized, and authorized withdrawal
or relocation.

bush war Bush wars, which are typically
fought in the bush regions
(wilderness areas replete with
dense trees or shrubs and inhab-
ited by people as well as wild
animals) of Africa, are conflicts
fought with guerrilla tactics.

CAC Combined action company.
Organized by the U.S. Marine
Corps beginning in August 1965,
the CACs were composed of a
Vietnamese Popular Forces pla-
toon, a Marine rifle squad, and a
medical corpsman.

cai táng Vietnamese practice of ancestor
veneration. Traditionally, espe-
cially before 1954, about three to
five years after they had been
temporarily buried, the remains
of a dead relative would be
exhumed, washed with scented
alcohol, and reburied in a perma-
nent grave. The remains might
even be moved to another grave,

at a site believed to bring success
and luck to the dead person’s
descendants.

CAS close air support

Catonsville Nine The Catonsville Nine, a group 
of religious antiwar activists, 
led a famous protest against the
Vietnam War.

CBO combined bomber offensive

CBU cluster bomb unit

cease-fire A cease-fire, which occurs during
times of war, may involve a par-
tial or temporary cessation of
hostilities. A cease-fire can also
involve a general armistice or a
total cessation of all hostilities.

CGN guided missile cruiser with
nuclear power

chaplains Military officers who tend to the
spiritual, moral, and physical
needs of troops in the field and
in camp; pastors in uniform.

Charlie One of the many slang names for
Communist troops; military com-
munications code word for the
letter “C”; a shortened form of
Victor Charlie (VC, for Viet
Cong).

Checkpoint Border crossing point between 
Charlie West and East Berlin during the

period of the Cold War.

cheka political police of Russia

chicken plate Bulletproof breastplate worn by
helicopter crews.

CHICOM Chinese communist

CHNAVADVGRP Chief, Naval Advisory Group
Vietnam (U.S. Navy)

chogey Slang term meaning to leave an
area: “cut a chogey.” Originally a
Korean War term that was also
used in Vietnam.

Christian Espousing such Christian values 
Democrats as compassion and tolerance,
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Christian Democrats began to
form political parties in Western
Europe after World War II, par-
ticularly in Germany and Italy.

CIC Counterintelligence Corps (U.S.)

CIDG Civilian Irregular Defense Group.
Central Intelligence Agency
project that combined self-
defense functions with economic
programs to win the support of
the civilian population. Carried
out among Montagnards by U.S.
Army Special Forces.

CinC commander in chief

CINCFE Commander in chief, Far East.
Commander of U.S. forces in the
Far East.

CINCMED commander in chief of the
Mediterranean

CINCPAC Commander in Chief, Pacific
Command. Commander of U.S.
forces in the Pacific, including
Southeast Asia.

CINCUNC Commander in chief, United
Nations Command. Commander
of United Nations military forces
in Korea.

CIS Commonwealth of Independent
States

civil affairs/ Those activities of a commander
military that embrace the relationship 
government between the military forces and

civil authorities and people in a
friendly country or area (civil
affairs) or occupied country or
area (military government).

civilian control of Civilian control of the military 
the military was established by the framers

of the U.S. Constitution as an
alternative to the British system
in which the king alone con-
trolled the military.

CLAA U.S. Navy designation for an
antiaircraft cruiser.

Claymore U.S. M18 antipersonnel mine.
Light, easily transported, and
highly directional. Spraying
more than 100 steel balls in 
a 40-degree arc, it could be
hand-detonated or emplaced 
to fire electronically (command
detonated).

clear and hold Military operation used by U.S.
and Republic of Vietnam troops
in the pacification program in
which troops encircled, cap-
tured, and searched an area,
clearing it of communist forces;
South Vietnamese troops then
usually held the area.

containment A primary strategy of the United
States during the Cold War in
which political, economic, and
military force was used to pre-
vent the spread of communism
through the world.

CORDS Civilian Operations and Revolu-
tionary (later changed to Rural)
Development Support. Orga-
nized all civilian agencies in
Vietnam within the military
chain of command. Successor to
the Office of Civilian Operations
(OCO).

COSVN Central Office for South Vietnam
(Trung Uong Cuc Mien Nam).
Communist military headquar-
ters representing the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam (DRV,
North Vietnam) Lao Dong Party
Central Committee in South
Vietnam.

coup Also known as a coup d’état, a
coup is a sudden, decisive use 
of force in politics, especially in
terms of a violent overthrow of
an existing government by a
small group, often assisted by
the military.
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court-martial To subject to a military trial with
a court consisting of a board of
commissioned officers.

curtain fire Artillery tactic of making a con-
tinuous wall of fire to seal off an
area.

CVN Aircraft carrier, nuclear
propulsion.

DARPA Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency

death squads Clandestine and usually irregular
organizations, often paramilitary
in nature, that carry out extra-
judicial executions and other
violent acts against clearly
defined individuals or groups 
of people.

D.C. Nine On 22 March 1969, nine mem-
bers of the radical Catholic Left,
most of whom were Catholic
priests, staged a raid on Dow
Chemical offices in Washington,
D.C., to protest the Vietnam War.

Defense The Defense Meteorological 
Meteorological Satellite Program was used dur-
Satellite Program ing the Persian Gulf War to help

aircrews know which targets
were clear and which were
obscured by clouds or other
weather phenomena.

defense perimeter A defense without an exposed
flank, consisting of forces
deployed along the perimeter 
of a defended area.

détente The relaxation of tension
between two superpowers,
through the theory of mutually
assured destruction.

Dirty War A period of strict repression
during Argentina’s 1976–1983
military dictatorship in which
the right-wing regime contained
popular opposition by brutally
striking out against all alleged
subversives, including leftist

rebels, students, workers, and
union leaders.

disarmament The removal or drastic reduction
by nation-states of major
weapons.

dislocation The displacement of populations
of people from one geographic
location to another, most often
caused by sudden and extreme
situations of a political, military,
and/or economic nature.

Distant Early The Distant Early Warning 
Warning Line Line, also called the DEW Line,

was a chain of radar stations in
the Arctic region of North Amer-
ica that were built during the
Cold War between 1954 and
1957.

DMSP Defense Meteorological Satellite
Program

DMZ Demilitarized zone. For example,
the 5-mile-wide buffer zone
along the demarcation line, just
below the 17th Parallel, that was
established in the 1954 Geneva
Accords to provisionally divide
North and South Vietnam pend-
ing elections that were to have
been held in 1956. According to
the Geneva Accords, there were
to be no military forces, supplies,
or equipment within the zone
during its temporary existence.

DOD Department of Defense (U.S.)

donut dollies Nickname for workers in the
American Red Cross Supple-
mental Recreation Activities
Overseas (SRAO) program in
Vietnam that provided a variety
of recreational activities for
American troops. The women
were so-named because they
often dispensed donuts and
coffee to the troops, especially 
in the field. The women also
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assisted in hospitals and pro-
vided games and conversation 
in the field.

door-gunner Soldier who fired from the open
door of a helicopter, a hazardous
position usually filled by
volunteers.

draft evasion The most common form of
protest against the draft, or
compulsory military enrollment
sanctioned by the government.

Eagle Flight U.S. helicopter assault force 
Special used to observe communist posi-

tions, react to emergencies, and
conduct raid and ambush mis-
sions.

economic warfare Compelling an enemy to submit
either by direct action against its
economic basis or indirectly
through blockade or boycott.

E&E escape and evasion

electronic warfare The use of the electromagnetic
spectrum to gain knowledge of
the presence and movement of
an opposing force and also to
deny any opposing force the use
of that spectrum.

ER/ELINT electronic reconnaissance/
intelligence

ESM electronic support measures

espionage Espionage, or the practice of
spying to learn the secrets of
other nations or organizations,
has always been an important
component of any military
operation.

estimated position Vessel’s position advanced on
the chart from a previous fixed 
or observed position.

ethics of war Rules, principles, or virtues
applied to warfare.

ethnic cleansing A policy by which government,
military, or guerrilla forces
remove from their homes mem-

bers of different ethnic commu-
nities considered to be enemies
of the country.

EUSAK Eighth U.S. Army in Korea

executive officer The executive officer (XO) is
the second in command of a
vessel, squadron, etc.

FAC Forward air controller. Low-
flying spotter planes identified
opposition positions and called
the FAC, who in turn ordered air
strikes against these positions.

fallout shelter Structures developed to allow
the users to survive a nuclear
attack and its subsequent
radioactive fallout.

FDC fire direction center

FDO fire direction officer

FEAF Far East Air Force. Primary U.S.
Air Force component serving in
Korea during the Korean War.

FEC Far East Command (today
FECOM)

FECOM Far East Command

firebase A small artillery base used for
patrol and to support ground
operations, usually temporary.

firefight A brief and violent exchange of
small-arms fire between two
opposing units, rather than com-
bat action between two larger
forces, during an assault.

first-strike The ability of a country to 
capability launch an overwhelming surprise

attack on another country.

FISCOORD Fire support coordinator for
artillery at company, battalion, or
brigade level. Usually the senior
artilleryman present who pre-
pared fire plans and integrated
all indirect-fire weapons.

five o’clock follies Five o’clock follies was the deri-
sive epithet appended by the
media during the Vietnam War
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to daily media briefings by the
Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam Office of Information,
at the Joint U.S. Public Affairs
Office in Saigon.

flashback A strong recurrence of memory,
usually a symptom of post-trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD).

flotilla A grouping of warships, distinc-
tive from a fleet by its smaller
size.

Force Recon The U.S. Marine Corps’ elite
reconnaissance element.

foreign aid Foreign aid, the granting of
assistance to other countries,
may include donations of food or
money, development loans, tech-
nical help, or military support.

fps feet per second

fragging Euphemism introduced during
the Vietnam War to describe the
intentional causing of friendly
casualties from weapons in
American hands.

freedom birds Nickname given to the airplanes
taking U.S. soldiers home after
their tour of duty.

freedom schools Freedom schools were estab-
lished in the early and mid-1960s,
particularly in Mississippi and
Alabama, by young student civil
rights activists to build aware-
ness among African Americans 
as to what could be done about
oppression.

friendly fire Friendly fire describes the inci-
dence of casualties incurred by
military forces in active combat
operations as a result of being
fired upon by their own or allied
forces.

FSB fire support base

furlough Any leave granted to a soldier by
his superior. A soldier on furlough

left his arms and accoutrements
behind. He carried furlough
papers detailing his leave dates,
assignment, and return to duty
date. Since photos were notice-
ably absent, such furlough papers
gave a physical description of
the man.

GHQ general headquarters

glasnost “Openness” in Russian. A policy
developed by Mikhail Gorbachev
of scaling back government
secrecy and encouraging cooper-
ation with the United States.

global positioning A series of satellites that broad-
system (GPS) cast navigational signals by ultra-

precise atomic clocks, providing
accurate positioning.

GLONASS Global Orbiting Navigation
Satellite System

GNSS Global Navigation Satellite
System

GPES Ground proximity extraction
system. A system whereby a 
long hook attached to cargo in a
C-130 cargo plane would catch
an arrest wire on the runway,
pulling the cargo from the plane.
Used during air resupply to land
loads, as during the siege of Khe
Sanh.

guerrilla A type of limited warfare or a
person who participates in guer-
rilla warfare.

gulag A forced labor camp in the
Soviet Union, often used for
political prisoners.

hearts and minds In 1965 President Lyndon B.
Johnson said, “So we must be
ready to fight in Vietnam, but
the ultimate victory will depend
on the hearts and minds of the
people who actually live out
there.” The U.S. government
tried to win the loyalty and trust
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of the Vietnamese through vari-
ous pacification programs that
included the provision of civic
improvements and security 
from Viet Cong harassment 
with the objective of encourag-
ing villagers to fight against the
communists.

hegemony The dominance of one nation
over other nations, based on the
dominant nation’s transfer of
core values and basic societal
institutions, not through military
conquest.

Hoa Lo Prison The Hoa Lo Prison, nicknamed
the Hanoi Hilton, was the best-
known and most notorious of the
camps or prisons housing U.S.
prisoners of war in the Hanoi
area.

hop tac Vietnamese for “cooperation.”
Name of an unsuccessful 1964
pacification program concen-
trated around Saigon.

HQ headquarters

HUD head-up display

hull Actual body of a vessel.
Excludes superstructure, rigging,
masts, and rudder.

HUMINT human intelligence

hydrogen bomb In 1950, the hydrogen bomb 
(H-bomb) was created under the
direction of U.S. President Harry
Truman in response to the grow-
ing threat of the cold war.

ICBM intercontinental ballistic missile

ICSC International Commission for
Supervision and Control. Es-
tablished at the 1954 Geneva
Conference to supervise imple-
mentation of the Geneva
Accords, it consisted of delegates
from three countries not in-
volved in the conflict but none-

theless representing the differ-
ent points of view: India (neu-
tralist), Canada (Western), and
Poland (communist). Later,
Indonesia replaced India in a
revamped version of the ICSC
known as the International Com-
mission of Control and Super-
vision (ICCS) mandated by the
1973 Paris Peace Accords.

IDSCS Initial Defense Satellite Com-
munications System

intelligence The intelligence community 
community comprises the government

agencies charged with gathering
information (intelligence) about
other countries’ military abilities
and general intentions in order
to secure U.S. foreign policy
goals.

international All waters apart from nations’ 
waters territorial waters.

Iron Curtain A term popularized by Winston
Churchill to describe the divi-
sion between the Soviet Union
and its related states and the
countries of Western Europe.

Iron Triangle Area between the Thi Tinh and
Saigon Rivers dominated by the
Viet Cong.

IRBM intermediate-range ballistic
missile

IRPCS International Regulations for
Preventing Collisions at Sea (or
Colregs by U.S. Coast Guard);
internationally agreed rules of
the road, designed to ensure
safety at sea. Applies to all
vessels on the high seas.

IVS International Voluntary Services.
A private, nonprofit organization
that served as a model for the
Peace Corps and that first came
to the Republic of Vietnam
(RVN, South Vietnam) in 1957.
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Funded primarily by the U.S.
Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID), support also
came from the RVN government
during the early years. IVS
workers were required to study
Vietnamese and received instruc-
tion in Vietnamese culture. They
signed up for a two-year stay in-
country, with assignments at the
village level ranging from agri-
cultural development to the
teaching of English. IVS saw its
function as humanitarian and
divorced from USAID political
objectives. Saigon ceased
approving IVS projects in 1971.

Japanese miracle The extraordinary economic
recovery and success of Japan
shortly after the end of World
War II.

jeep quarter-ton truck (slang term for
a general-purpose truck, or GP)

jet engine An internal combustion engine
in which hot exhaust gases gen-
erated by burning fuel combine
with air, causing a rearward
thrust of jet fluid and propelling
an aircraft.

jihad Islamic term that means “holy
war.”

JSOTF Joint Special Operations Task
Force

junta Rule by a group of military offi-
cers who came to national power
through a military coup.

JUSPAO Joint U.S. Public Affairs Office;
created in 1965 to take charge 
of both relations with the news
media and psychological warfare
operations.

JUWTF Joint Unconventional Warfare
Task Force; composed of un-
conventional warfare personnel
from the U.S. Air Force, U.S.

Army, U.S. Marine Corps, and
U.S. Navy.

K rations U.S. Army field rations

KCOMZ Korean communications zone. In
U.S. Army doctrine, a communi-
cations zone is the specified area
behind the front lines where
supply and administrative facil-
ities could be established and
operated to relieve the frontline
commander of responsibility for
functions not directly related to
combat operations.

KGB Komitet Gossudarstvennoi
Bezopastnosti (Committee for
State Security), the Soviet secret
police.

KHz kilohertz, or 1,000 cycles per
second

KIA killed in action

kibbutz An agricultural settlement organ-
ized with collective principles,
often in Israel.

Kit Carson scouts Former Viet Cong or People’s
Army of Vietnam soldiers who
were used as scouts by U.S.
units.

KKK Khmer Kampuchea Krom. Anti-
communist faction, loosely allied
with the Khmer Serai, seeking
autonomy for Khmer Krom
people living in the Mekong
River Delta of South Vietnam 
in return for military services.
During the 1960s, Khmer Krom
soldiers made up numerous eth-
nic regular and irregular force
battalions within the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN).

laws of war International laws, enforced
sometimes by nations after war
and sometimes by commanders
in battle, governing both the
decision to engage in war and
the manner of its conduct,
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particularly the forms of violence
used, the definition of combat-
ants, the treatment of prisoners,
and the treatment of neutrals
and noncombatants.

lima sites Primitive airstrips in Laos used
by U.S. forces for covert actions.

LOCs lines of communication

LOH Light observation helicopter
(pronounced LOOCH).

long-range Homing torpedoes having 
torpedo speeds up to 75 knots and ranges

between 40,000 and 60,000 yards;
driven by electric batteries of
hydrogen peroxide engines, they
leave no wake.

LORAN long-range electronic navigation

low-intensity A system of military engagement 
conflict developed during the Cold War.

M-16 U.S. assault rifle. Incurred great
controversy, as early models
tended to jam in combat. Troops
initially preferred the M14, a
magazine-fed Garand-action,
U.S. rifle issued from 1957 until
1967.

MACV-SOG Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam, Studies and Observa-
tion Group

MAD mutual assured destruction

mad minute Strategy used by U.S. forces in
an effort to force or “trip” a Viet
Cong or People’s Army of Viet-
nam ambush or assault. Just prior
to daybreak, all forces within a
position would open fire into the
area surrounding the position,
utilizing all weapons.

martial law Temporary military governance
of a civilian population when the
civil government has become
unable to sustain order.

massive As a result of the frustrating 
retaliation consequences of the Korean

War, U.S. President Dwight D.
Eisenhower decided to increase
the production of nuclear
weapons.

mayday Internationally recognized radio
distress signal; may be sent only
in a case of imminent danger.
From French m’aidez (help me).

Medevac Acronym combining the words
“medical” and “evacuation”;
term applied to the movement
of casualties from the battlefield
to more secure locations for
immediate medical attention.

MEO middle-earth orbit

mercenaries Hired professional soldiers who
fight for a state or entity without
regard to political interests or
issues.

MGS Mobile Ground System

MGT Mobile Ground Terminal

MHC minehunter, coastal

MHz megahertz, or 1 million cycles
per second

MIDAS Missile Defense Alarm System

MiG Alley A 6,500-square-mile airspace in
northwestern Korea, site of the
most intense jet aircraft combat
throughout the war.

militarism The view that military power
and efficiency is the supreme
ideal of the state.

military base A variety of military installations
can be considered military bases.

military justice The military justice system,
which is responsible for disci-
plining members of the armed
forces, operates under a code of
law that is separate from civilian
law.

Military Sealift The Military Sealift Command 
Command (MSC) is the U.S. Navy force

dedicated to providing strategic
mobility in support of wartime
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and peacetime national security
objectives.

MIRACL Mid-Infrared Advanced
Chemical Laser

MIRV multiple independently target-
able reentry vehicle

missile gap The difference in the number 
of nuclear missiles between the
Soviet Union and the United
States.

mobilization Mobilization, in war or national
defense, is the organization of
the armed forces of a nation for
active military service in time of
war or other national emergency.

Montagnard French term for indigenous Viet-
namese mountain people. Often
shortened to “Yard.”

mopping up Mission assigned to troops fol-
lowing the first assault wave; their
job was to clear pockets of enemy
resistance bypassed earlier.

MOS military occupational specialty

MRBM medium-range ballistic missile

mujahideen guerrilla fighters, especially in
Afghanistan and Iran

mutual assured The understanding that if one of 
destruction the superpowers fired its nuclear

arsenal at the other, the recipro-
cation would lead to the com-
pletion destruction of both
countries.

NAG Naval Advisory Group. Former
U.S. Navy section in the Military
Assistance and Advisory Group,
Vietnam (until May 1964). In
April 1965 it became an opera-
tional naval command.

napalm Made of gasoline thickened to 
a gel, napalm was used by the
U.S. military during World War
II, the Korean War, and the
Vietnam War in bombs and
flamethrowers.

NASA National Aeronautics and Space
Administration

NATO North Atlantic Treaty
Organization

nautical mile Unit of measurement at sea,
equal to 6,076 feet.

NAVSTAR Navigation Satellite Time and
Ranging

NBAP Night Bomber Aviation Regi-
ment (Soviet Union)

NLF National Liberation Front; offi-
cially National Front for the
Liberation of South Vietnam
(NFLSV, Viet Cong).

Nobel Prize The Nobel Foundation was
established in 1900 and awarded
its first annual prize in 1901.

no-fire line U.S. fire-control measure. A des-
ignated point on a map beyond
which no indirect-fire weapons
or air assets could be employed
without permission from the
sector commander.

nonaligned The nonaligned movement was 
movement initiated by many third world

nations during the 1950s and
1960s in an attempt to steer a
course of neutrality between the
United States and the Soviet
Union in the atmosphere of the
Cold War. These countries felt
that they had nothing to gain
from entering direct alliances
with either of the two super-
powers, although they fre-
quently courted both sides in
attempts to gain greater amounts
of economic and military assis-
tance. The nonaligned move-
ment first met at the Bandung
Conference in Indonesia in
1955, and international meetings
were held periodically over the
next two decades, but the neu-
tral nations were never able to
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formulate any cohesive policies
because of the wide variety of
member countries. With the end
of the Cold War, the nonaligned
movement lost any importance
that it once held in international
affairs.

nonproliferation Collective term used to describe
efforts to prevent the spread of
weapons of mass destruction
short of military means.

NORAD North American Air Defense
Command

oa Abbreviaton for “overall,” used
as a descriptor of the length of a
vessel; thus, a ship that is 300
feet in length (oa) measures 300
feet from the front of the bow to
the end of the stern.

occupied Two of the four areas seized by 
territories Israel from Arab states in the

Six-Day War in 1967.

paramilitary Unofficial groups organized 
organizations along military lines yet lacking

the traditional role or legitimiza-
tion of conventional or genuine
military organizations.

Patriot missile Built for the U.S. government by
Raytheon, the Patriot tactical air
defense missile system became
an overnight sensation during
the Persian Gulf War for shoot-
ing down incoming Iraqi Scud
missiles in Saudi Arabia and
Israel.

PBR river patrol boat

peaceful An expression that describes the 
coexistence act of living together without

hostility, peaceful coexistence 
is often a foreign policy goal of
nations that wish to avoid war.

perestroika “Restructuring” in Russian; an
economic policy developed by
Mikhail Gorbachev to rebuild
the Soviet Union.

periscope Prismatic telescope fitted on
submarines and used to observe
surface vessels and other 
objects while the submarine 
is submerged.

periscope depth Submersion of a submarine so
that only its periscope is above
sea level.

pinko Slang term meaning a commu-
nist sympathizer that came into
usage after World War II. A com-
munist would be called a red.

post-traumatic Term developed to describe and 
stress disorder treat stress reactions in Vietnam

War veterans.

POW prisoner of war

procurement The act of purchasing, procure-
ment often refers to the govern-
ment’s purchasing of military
equipment or other supplies.

propellants Compounds used to move a
projectile from the firing device
to the target.

provost marshal chief of military police

psychological The use of psychology and 
operations propaganda by military units to

persuade target audiences to
adopt at least some of their
views and possibly to modify
their behavior.

PSYOPS psychological warfare operations

PSYWAR psychological warfare

punji stake A sharpened bamboo stake
covered with feces or poison
and placed at the bottom of a pit,
underwater, or along a trail to be
stepped on by troops; an effec-
tive physical and psychological
weapon.

PWO Psychological warfare officers.
U.S. Army officers attached to
Eighth Army headquarters who
decided on suitable psychologi-
cal warfare targets.
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rearmament The process a nation undertakes
to rebuild its arsenal of weapons
that were exhausted during a
time of war or other military
action.

recon Short for “reconnaissance.”
Small recon patrols were used 
to get information about enemy
troop strengths, movements,
etc.; also called recce.

rest camp Rear area for recuperation and
light duties; also a sort of holding
area before soldiers left on leave.

restricted fire line U.S. fire-control measure. A des-
ignated point on a map beyond
which targets could be engaged
only with indirect-fire weapons
or air assets with permission from
tactical headquarters or when
direct contact was in progress.

revetment A makeshift bulwark to brace
trench walls, usually consisting
of fascines or sand bags.

ROTC Reserve Officer Training Corps

RSFSR Russian Socialist Federative
Soviet Republic, official title of
Soviet Russia.

sabotage The destruction of military
equipment in order to hinder 
the defense of an enemy nation.

Saigon commando Derogatory slang term given 
by combat troops to soldiers
assigned to rear areas. Often sol-
diers assigned to these billets
wore the popular boonie hats
and camouflage uniforms denied
to frontline forces.

salient A military position that extends
into the position of the enemy.

salvo The simultaneous firing of a
number of guns.

SAM surface-to-air missile

sanctions Activities taken against a nation
by other nations to pressure

them into a change of policy.
There are political, economic,
and military sanctions.

satellite state A country that is under the dom-
ination or influence of another.
The term was used to describe
the status of the East European
states during the Cold War.

SCAP supreme commander, Allied
powers (title given to General
Douglas MacArthur as head of
the occupation forces in Japan)

scorched earth A policy of devastating all land 
policy and buildings while advancing 

or retreating in order to leave
nothing available to the enemy.

Seabees U.S. Navy construction
battalion.

SEAL Sea Air Land. Elite U.S. Navy
unconventional warfare teams.

SFHQ Special Forces Headquarters

shaped charge An explosive charge that 
focused its energy in a particular
direction.

shrapnel An artillery shell containing
metal balls fused to explode in
the air above the enemy troops;
shell fragments from an explod-
ing shell.

SIGINT signals intelligence

SLBM submarine-launched ballistic
missile

SOF Special Operations Forces

SOG Studies and Observations Group.
Operating out of the Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam,
this organization carried out
clandestine operations, such as
road-watch teams in Laos, in
conjunction with the Central
Intelligence Agency.

SOP standing operating procedure
(order to be followed automati-
cally in specified circumstances)
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sortie One flight by one aircraft.

SRBM short-range ballistic missile

SRV Socialist Republic of Vietnam.
North and South Vietnam
reunified in 1975.

SSBN ballistic missile submarine
(nuclear).

SSN nuclear submarine (attack)

Stavka Russian Army Supreme Head-
quarters (general staff), equiva-
lent to GHQ, OHL, and GQG in
other armies

STC Satellite Test Center

Stealth fighter Military aircraft with unconven-
tional shapes designed primarily
to absorb incoming enemy radar
beams and therefore reduce
detection.

STOL short takeoff and landing

SVAF South Vietnamese Air Force

TAC Tactical Air Command

TBM tactical ballistic missile

TDY Temporary duty; usually a six-
month assignment.

teach-ins Teach-ins, which combined
protest with education, origi-
nated during the Vietnam War as
a form of antiwar demonstration.

TEREC tactical electronic reconnaissance
sensor

TOA time of arrival

toe poppers Slang for communist antiperson-
nel mines designed to maim
(break a foot or blow off toes).

TOT time on target (artillery term)

tour of duty The 365 days a soldier in the
U.S. Army spent in Vietnam; for
Marines the period was thirteen
months.

TsAGI Tsentral’nyi Aero-Gidrodinami-
cheskii Institut (Central Aero-
dynamics and Hydrodynamics
Institute, Soviet Union)

UAV unmanned aerial vehicle

UCAV uninhabited combat aerial
vehicle

UDT underwater demolition team
(U.S.)

USO United Service Organizations
(U.S.)

USTRANSCOM United States Transportation
Command

UXB unexploded bomb

V/STOL vertical/short takeoff and landing

Velvet Revolution The intellectual-led revolt that
took place in late 1989 in what
was then Czechoslovakia and
resulted in the ousting of the
communist regime that had been
in place since the end of World
War II and the subsequent cre-
ation of a democratic system.

Victor Charlie Military communications code
words for VC (Viet Cong). (See
Charlie)

Vietnamization In 1970, President Richard
Nixon used the process of Viet-
namization, or the replacement
of American troops with South
Vietnamese troops, to transfer
military responsibility to South
Vietnam.

VSTOL very short takeoff and landing

VTOL vertical takeoff and landing

VVAW Vietnam Veterans Against the War

wag the dog An expression that can refer to 
a president’s attempt to divert
attention from an unpopular
domestic situation by waging
war or military attacks abroad.

war bride A newly married or soon to be
married woman whose husband
or fiancé is serving in the mili-
tary during wartime.

war crimes Violations of the laws and cus-
toms of war entailing individual
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criminal responsibility directly
under international law.

War on Poverty The War on Poverty, a central
component of President 
Lyndon B. Johnson’s Great
Society program, aimed to
reduce and eventually to
eliminate poverty in the 
United States.

war reparations The demands for restitution
usually imposed by the victori-
ous party as part of the peace
negotiations at the end of a war.

WIA wounded in action

Wise Men A select group of senior advisors
to President Lyndon Johnson.

Yankee Station An operating area off the Viet-
namese coast in the South China
Sea used by the U.S. Navy’s
Seventh Fleet Attack Carrier
Strike Force (Task Force 77). Air
strikes against North Vietnam
were launched from Yankee
Station; code name for the Gulf
of Tonkin.

ZEL zero-length launcher

zero day Term applied to the date of an
attack or a major operation.

zero hour Term applied to the exact time
of an attack, information to be
kept as long as possible from the
participating troops.
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