
Historic, archived document

Do not assume content reflects current

scientific knowledge, policies, or practices.





Subject: "Enjoying Household Equipment." Information approved "by the Bureau
of Home Economics, U. S. D. A.

Bulletin available:

When Ralph Robinson's rich aunt died in New York and left him a for-

tune, Ralph went out and bought two cars within an hour. And his wife, Ruby,
who had been doing her own washing for twenty-five years, went right down to

White'. s store and bought the washing machine out of the store window.

That was only a start as far as Ruby was concerned. She made up her
mind to show the neighbors just how fast she could modernize her kitchen. By
the next day electricians were up at the Robinson's installing the latest in

every variety of household equipment in town.

"I just want to be able to press a button and then sit down and watch
the machines do the scrubbing, laundering, dishwashing and cleaning that I've
been doing ever since I started housekeeping," she said, in a burst of enthu-
siasm.

But, if you'll believe it, within a few months Ruby had abandoned al-
most all her purchases her shiny new dish-washer, her elaborate washing
machine, her handsome cleaner and all the rest.

When my Next-Boor Neighbor and I dropped over one Tuesday morning not
long ago, there was Ruby in the laundry, scrubbing away on her wash-board ,

just like old times.

"Gracious," exclaimed My Neighbor. "What's happened to your washing
machino , Ruby ?

"

"Oh, I can't be bothered with it anymore," she told us. "My ambition,
you know, was to sit and enjoy my mechanical servants without raising a finger
or doing one lick of work. I didn't want to have to think about it even. I

just wanted the jobs to "be done. Well, you know I bought my equipment pretty
fast, without thinking over what I really wanted. And probably I don't know
how to run it properly anyway. My dishwasher is too big. My cleaner won't
take up crumbs and threads on the carpet. And I can't be bothered learning
how to run the ironer. So many little things about these new-fangled devices
trouble me. So I've decided not to fuss with them anymore."





My Neighbor looked very thoughtful as we started home.

"That just shows," said she, "what any housewife ought to know that
mechanical labor-saving devices, like everything else in the world, need to "be

purchased with care and used with care, if they are to give service and satis-
faction. Now take this natter of buying them in the first place. Instead of

purchasing on the spur of the moment or because the salesman is pursuasive,
it's a good idea to go home and sleep on the matter. Or talk it over with dif-
ferent oeople who have had experience with the device and know something abon/t

it.

"When I was first married, Aunt Sammy, I bought a set of expensive
cooking kettles that were much too large for cooking the food for two people,
all "because the young salesman who came to the door wore a nice grey suit and
a "beautiful blue necktie. You know how I love that combination of grey and
blue. I thought of the salesman's clothes, you see, and not at what I was
buying.

"But I've learned something since those days, I hope. For instance,
nowadays, when the man is demonstrating equipment, I keep my ears open and
listen to every word he says. Sometimes I even take notes like a school girl.
If I'm in doubt or don't quite understand some point, I ask for information.
And, what's more, when the demonstrator has finished, I try the device myself.
If I have te buy without a demonstration, I get the manufacturer's printed
directions and read them thoroughly. It takes a little extra time at the start,
but it saves a lot of time and effort later. I always follow those directions
exactly and keep them handy for future reference."

My neighbor stopped and smiled a little.

"Here I am going on, Aunt Sammy, as if I had had experience with all the
new equipment, as if I owned everything on the market, like Ruby. And I only
have a cleaner and a washing machine and a raffle iron, so far. Eut I enjoy
those, don't I? And you know that I get the best service out of them."

I agreed tc that, and My Neighbor went on,

"One thing I've learned about buying household things, Aunt Sammy, is
that the very cheapest equipment is often the most expensive in the long run.
But that a high -:>rice is no sure indication of the qualities you want either.
I've also learned that all these mechanical aids need regular, intelligent
care if they are to give satisfaction. I'm strong for getting enjoyment and
satisfaction out of my possessions, Aunt Sammy. It's not hard to do, cither
if you watch cut for the little things. I'm sorry for anyone who gets annoyed
and discouraged by them as Ruby has."

"Tell no about seme of these little things that ought to be watched."

"Tell," said My neighbor, "take the cord connections on all electrical
equipment for example. How cords are the very simplest part of the mechanism,
yet they cause the most trouble, just through lack of care. And care is so
easy. It means just never to twist, knot or snarl the cord. The wires inside,
you see, in order tc give flexibility are delicate. I never putt the plugs out
by the cord. That's a sure cause of trouble. I use a plug with a handle grip
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whenever possible and I pull on the plug itself. And, by the way, outlet
sockets I find more convenient for pulling out purposes than lamp sockets.

I inquired about oiling mechanical devices and My Neighbor replied that
she oiled "if and when necessary."

"If the directions say not to oil, I don't do it. Over-oiling is as bad
as under-oiling. And I always use the kind of oil specified. Sewing machine
oil is a good oil for sewing machines, but it doesn't satisfy the needs of my
washer.

"As for vacuum cleaners, I've learned a thing or two about them. They
don't need to be pushed rapidly. That just tires me out and the cleaner can't
do as good work as when it is used leisurely. I keep the cleaner bag clean —
empty it every week, replace it about once a year and never wash it. Also I

never store it in a warm place. Heat is bad for any rubber finish. My clean-
er has a brush. When it is clogged with dust, it doesn't do good work. So I

remove the dirt frequently and clip with the shears hairs and threads it has
collected. I do the same for my carpet sweeper."

"What are some of the little items about caring for a washing machine?"

"First, not to put in too much water, too much soap or too many clothes.
Washers rebel if they are overloaded. Second, to rinse the tub of the machine
with hot water after using, to wipe it dry, and to leave the cover ajar for a
day. I clean the wringer rolls after using the loosen the pressure."

"As for motors in general, they should all be protected from water. If

a motor hums instead of having its usual whir, it has stalled and the current
should be shut off at once. If the cause of the trouble is not obvious, here
is the time to call in the repair man."

"What about ironers?"

"Padding is an important item if you want to get good service from and
either an ironing board or a mechanical ironer. Wrinkles come out easily only
if the ironer is well and smoothly padded. Refresh the padding and change the
cover as soon as it begins to need it. And don't put folded towels or napkins
through the center of the ironer only, for this is sure to pack the padding in
this one spot and make the whole surface uneven. Sometimes when creases be-
come extra hard to iron, I just remove the padding from the ironer roll, shake
it and put it back on."

"Gracious," said My Neighbor, "here we are at my gate already and I've
been doing all the talking all the way home and that's not half of what might
be said. It's just a few scattered hints that I've borrowed from experience."

Tommorrow: "Apricot Stuffing for the Sunday Roast"




