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DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112

1 . Claim 68 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing subject

matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one

skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make

and/or use the invention. The specification does not clearly discloses instructions to

receive information "(ii) through the TV tuner if the set top device is not actively logged

in to the host computer" as specified in the claim 68.

2. Claim 68 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "if on

line 5 is repeated. Appropriate correction is required.

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the

United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application

by another who has futfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this

title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent.

Claim Objections

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
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The changes nriade to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the Annerican Inventors Protection Act

of 1999 (AlPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application

being examined was not (1 ) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily

published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35

U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)).

4. Claims 1-3, 6-10, 12-23, 26-30, 34-38, 41-43, 45-56, 59-61, 64-67 are rejected

under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Legal! et al. (US 6,005,565).

Regarding claim 1, Legall discloses a method of receiving content from Internet,

cable broadcast, satellite broadcast, and presenting content on display 120, the method

comprising: entering text string into a window on the display 205 and performing the

search; receiving the search results which includes information for generation electronic

program guide; presenting electronic program guide and data from other resources on

display 205 (see col. 3, line 57-col. 4, line 15 and figures 3A-3C). Inherently, the method

comprising determining a local context for a viewer of a web-based TV system, wherein

the local context reads on the local time of the EPG; customizing a content page based

on the determined local context; and presenting the customized content page to the

Regarding claim 2, Legall discloses the electronic program guide includes time of

day (see figure 3B). Inherently, the local context corresponds to a local time of day.

viewer.
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Regarding clainn 3, Legall discloses the local context corresponds to a day-part

(6:00 P.M - 7:30 P.M - see figure 3B -)

Regarding claim 6, Legal discloses the "web-based TV" comprises a "set top

device" 100 at local site and a host system (Internet provider or broadcast station) at a

remote site, wherein web page is stored at the local site (see figure 1 and figure 3A and

col. 2, lines 25- 37). Inherently, determining a "local context" comprises accessing

information stored at the local site.

Regarding claim 7, Legal discloses the "web-based TV" comprises a "set top

device" 100 at local site and a host system (Internet provider or broadcast station) at a

remote site, wherein determining a local context comprises accessing information

stored at the remote site (see figure 1 and figure 3A).

Regarding claim 8, Legal discloses the content page comprises text, graphics,

utilities and/or a display of a TV program (see figures 3A-3B).

Regarding claim 9, Legall discloses the results of the search performed on the

electronic program guide 615 are displayed a variety of ways. For example, the EPG is

modified to only display those programs that meet the search criteria. Alternatively, the

areas of the EPG corresponding to programs that meet the criteria are highlighted by
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different color. Furthernnore, the user is able to change the current broadcast 625 to one

of the programs currently broadcast that meet the search criteria (see col. 4, lines 49-

65). Inherently, customizing the content page comprises adjusting a look and feel of the

content page to complement the determined local context.

Regarding claim 10, Legal! discloses the areas of the EPG corresponding to

programs that meet the criteria are highlighted by different color (see col. 4, lines 53-

55). Inherently, adjusting a look and feel of the content page comprises specifying one

or more background colors for the content page.

Regarding claim 12, Legall discloses adjusting a look and feel of the content

page comprises modifying a viewer interface for the content page (see col. 4, lines 49-

65).

Regarding claim 13, Legall discloses customizing the content page comprises

changing content in the page (see col, 4, lines 49-65).

Regarding claim 14, Legall discloses changing content comprises changing text

on the content page (see col. 4, lines 49-65).
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Regarding claim 15, Legall discloses selecting a particular broadcast to view

gives displaying of a website related to the particular broadcast (see col. 5, lines 1-21).

As a result, the advertisements change.

Regarding claim 16, Legall discloses selecting a particular broadcast to view

gives displaying of a website related to the particular broadcast (see col. 5, lines 1-21 ).

As a result, the news changes.

Regarding claim 17, Legall discloses changing content comprises modifying the

content page to provide access to one or more utilities (see col. 4, lines 49-65 and

figure 3A-3B).

Regarding claim 18, Legall discloses customizing the content page comprises

providing access to a communications utility (see col. 4, lines 49-65).

Regarding claim 19, Legall discloses modifying the content page comprises

changing source, rate, time, length, etc. (see figure 3B). Inherently, modifying the

content page comprises changing one or more functionalities made available by the

content page.

Regarding claim 20, Legall discloses modifying the content page comprises

changing source, link (see col. 4, line 49-col. 5, line 65). Inherently, modifying the
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content page comprises changing links made available by the content page, the links

providing access to associated resources.

Regarding claim 21
,
Legal discloses the "web-based TV" comprises a "set top

device" 100 at local site and a host system (Internet provider or broadcast station) at a

remote site(see figure 1 and figure 3A), Legall further discloses "set top device" receives

the web page and EPG information and stores in the local site for future use (see

figures 3A-3B and col. 2, lines 25- 37).

Regarding claim 22, Legall discloses retrieving stored web page or electronic

program guide at the local site (see col. 2, lines 28-37 and col. 3, line 31-55). Legall

further discloses upon selection of a particular broadcast to view, a background search

can automatically be initiated using all or some of the parameters of the program

element information provided with the program (see col. 5, lines 1-22). Therefore, Legall

inherently discloses customizing the content page comprises retrieving a first portion of

context-related information (web page or EPG) from the local site and a second portion

of context related information (particular broadcast and web site) from the remote site.

Regarding claim 23, Legall discloses retrieving stored web page or electronic

program guide at the local site (see col. 2, lines 28-37 and col. 3, line 31-55). Legall

further discloses upon selection of a particular broadcast to view, a background search

can automatically be initiated using all or some of the parameters of the program



Application/Control Number: 09/365,735 Page 8

Art Unit: 2611

element information provided with the program (see col. 5, lines 1-22). Inherently, Legall

discloses the first portion of context-related information (web page or EPG) corresponds

to a look and feel of the content page and the second portion of the context-related

information (web site or particular broadcast) corresponds to content of the content

page.

Regarding claim 26, Legall discloses a complete search query can be provided in

association with a broadcast. That is, a string of keywords combined with operators can

be included in the EPG associated with a broadcast, included in the vertical blank

interval of a broadcast signal itself (see col. 5, lines 33-42). Inherently, Legall discloses

customizing the content page comprises receiving context-related information in a

vertical blanking interval of a TV signal.

Regarding claim 27, Legal discloses receiving information via satellite broadcast

308 (see figure 3A). Inherently, customizing the content page comprises receiving

context related information using satellite communications.

Regarding claim 28, Legall discloses presenting the customized content page to

the viewer comprises displaying a window on the viewer's display monitor (see figure

3A).
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Regarding claim 29, Legall discloses presenting the customized content page

comprises presenting TV-based content or computer network based content or a

combination of both (see figures 3A-3B).

Regarding claim 30, Legall discloses a method of presenting electronic content in

a computer-network based environment including a host computer (Internet provider or

broadcast station) and local computer (receiver station) by entering text string into a

window on the web page or selecting a previous stored web page; selecting the source,

rate, time, length, etc; retrieving information from host computer based on the entered

information and transferring the retrieved information to the receiver; receiving the

search results from receiver and generating electronic program guide based on the

information provided by the host computer and presenting electronic program guide and

other information on the display (see figures 3A-3B). Inherently, the method comprising

determining a local context (time of the EPG) for a user of the computer network;

selectively retrieving from the host computer, based on the information entered in the

web page, context-related information associated with the determined local context; and

customizing the content page by generating an electronic program guide and web page

based on the retrieved context-related information.

Regarding claim 34, Legall discloses local computer can access to the Internet

and broadcast station (see figure 1). Inherently, the computer network based

environment comprises a web based TV system.
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Regarding clainn 35, Legall discloses the local connputer connprises processor

systenn 100 reads on the set top device being clainned (see figure 1 ); The system 100

has access to the Internet through Internet access 100, and also can access previously

accessed and stored web pages (see col. 2, lines 25-37). Inherently, the host computer

comprises a host system at a remote site, and wherein determining the local context

comprises accessing information stored at the local site.

Regarding claim 36, Legall discloses the local computer comprises processor

system 100 reads on the set top device being claimed (see figure 1 ); The system 100

has access to the Internet through Internet access 100, and also can access previously

accessed and stored web pages (see col. 2, lines 25-37). Inherently, the host computer

comprises a host system at a remote site, and wherein determining the local context

comprises accessing information stored at the remote site.

Regarding claim 37, Legall discloses the electronic program guide includes time

of day (see figure 3B). Inherently, the time indicates in the electronic program guide is a

local time. Therefore, the local context corresponds to a local time of day.

Regarding claim 38, Legall discloses the local context corresponds to a day-part

(6:00 P.M - 7:30 P.M - see figure 3B -)
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Regarding claim 41 ,
Legal discloses the content page comprises text, graphics,

utilities and/or a display of a TV program (see figures 3A-3B).

Regarding claim 42, Legall discloses the results of the search performed on the

electronic program guide 615 are displayed a variety of ways. For example, the EPG is

modified to only display those programs that meet the search criteria. Alternatively, the

areas of the EPG corresponding to programs that meet the criteria are highlighted by

different color. Furthermore, the user is able to change the current broadcast 625 to one

of the programs currently broadcast that meet the search criteria (see col. 4, lines 49-

65). Inherently, customizing the content page comprises adjusting a look and feel of the

content page to complement the determined local context.

Regarding claim 43, Legall discloses the areas of the EPG corresponding to

programs that meet the criteria are highlighted by different color (see col. 4, lines 53-

55). Inherently, adjusting a look and feel of the content page comprises specifying one

or more background colors for the content page.

Regarding claim 45, Legall discloses adjusting a look and feel of the content

page comprises modifying a viewer interface for the content page (see col. 4, lines 49-

65).
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Regarding claim 46, Legall discloses customizing the content page comprises

changing content in the page (see col. 4, lines 49-65).

Regarding claim 47, Legall discloses changing content comprises changing text

on the content page (see col. 4, lines 49-65).

Regarding claim 48, Legall discloses selecting a particular broadcast to view

gives displaying of a website related to the particular broadcast (see col. 5, lines 1-21).

As a result, the advertisements change.

Regarding claim 49, Legall discloses selecting a particular broadcast to view

gives displaying of a website related to the particular broadcast (see col. 5, lines 1-21).

As a result, the news changes.

Regarding claim 50, Legall discloses changing content comprises modifying the

content page to provide access to one or more utilities (see col. 4, lines 49-65 and

figure 3A-3B).

Regarding claim 51 ,
Legall discloses customizing the content page comprises

providing access to a communications utility (see col. 4, lines 49-65).
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Regarding clainn 52, Legall discloses modifying the content page comprises

changing source, rate, time, length, etc. (see figure 3B). Inherently, modifying the

content page comprises changing one or more functionalities made available by the

content page.

Regarding claim 53, Legall discloses modifying the content page comprises

changing source, link (see col. 4, line 49-col. 5, line 65). Inherently, modifying the

content page comprises changing links made available by the content page, the links

providing access to associated resources.

Regarding claim 54, Legal discloses the "web-based TV" comprises a "set top

device" 100 at local site and a host system (Internet provider or broadcast station) at a

remote site(see figure 1 and figure 3A). Legall further discloses "set top device" receives

the web page and EPG information and stores in the local site for future use (see

figures 3A-3B and col. 2, lines 25- 37).

Regarding claim 55, Legall discloses retrieving stored web page or electronic

program guide at the local site (see col. 2, lines 28-37 and col. 3, line 31-55). Legall

further discloses upon selection of a particular broadcast to view, a background search

can automatically be initiated using all or some of the parameters of the program

element information provided with the program (see col. 5, lines 1-22). Therefore, Legall

inherently discloses customizing the content page comprises retrieving a first portion of
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context-related information (web page or EPG) from the local site and a second portion

of context related information (particular broadcast and web site) from the remote site.

Regarding claim 56, Legall discloses retrieving stored web page or electronic

program guide at the local site (see col. 2, lines 28-37 and col. 3, line 31-55). Legall

further discloses upon selection of a particular broadcast to view, a background search

can automatically be Initiated using all or some of the parameters of the program

element information provided with the program (see col. 5, lines 1-22). Inherently, Legall

discloses the first portion of context-related information (web page or EPG) corresponds

to a look and feel of the content page and the second portion of the context-related

information (web site or particular broadcast) corresponds to content of the content

page.

Regarding claim 59, Legall discloses a complete search query can be provided in

association with a broadcast. That is, a string of keywords combined with operators can

be included in the EPG associated with a broadcast, included in the vertical blank

interval of a broadcast signal itself (see col. 5, lines 33-42). Inherently, Legall discloses

customizing the content page comprises receiving context-related information in a

vertical blanking interval of a TV signal.
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Regarding claim 60, Legal discloses receiving information via satellite broadcast

308 (see figure 3A). Inherently, customizing the content page comprises receiving

context related information using satellite communications.

Regarding claim 61, Legall discloses presenting the customized content page to

the viewer comprises displaying a window on the viewer's display monitor (see figure

3A).

Regarding claim 64, the claim elements of the system being claimed correspond

to the claim elements of the method being claimed in claim 1 and are analyzed as

discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 1 . Inherently, software instructions

incorporate in the "set top device" for performing the operations.

Regarding claim 65, Legall discloses the system further comprising a display

monitor 120, coupled to processor 100, on which the customized content page is

presented to the viewer (see figures 1 and 3A-3B).

Regarding claim 66, Legall discloses the system comprising receiver 105 for

receiving satellite transmissions of broadcast and programming information through

antenna 106; and the system 100 further has access to the Internet through Internet

access 100 (see figure 1 and col. 2, lines 16-30). Therefore, receiver 105 reads on the

TV tuner and Internet access 110 reads on the network adapter.
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Regarding claim 67, Legall discloses a system capable to access to TV

broadcast station and Internet based on user input (see figure 4). Inherently, the

processor system 100 comprises instructions to selectively receive context information

through the network adapter or through the TV tuner.

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.

Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

6. Claims 4-5, 24-25, 31-33, 39-40 and 57-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a)

as being unpatentable over Legall et al. (US 6,005,565) as applied to claim 1 or claim

30 above, and in view of Ballard (US 6,182,050).

Regarding claim 4, Legall discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of

claim 1. However, Legall does not explicitly disclose the local context corresponds to

one or more of the following factors associated with the viewer: a geographic location, a

history of viewing patterns, personal or demographic data, or a history of e-commerce

transaction.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
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Ballard discloses local context corresponds to one or more of the following

factors associated with the viewer: a geographic location, a history of viewing patterns,

personal or demographic data, or a history of e-commerce transaction (see col. 2, lines

10-65). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the

time the invention was made to modify Legall to incorporate a method as taught by

Ballard in order to provide desired program and information to viewer thereby increase

efficiency for broadcaster and Internet provider.

Regarding claim 5, Ballard discloses the demographic data comprises age, sex,

ethnicity, income information, marital status, hobbies and interest, occupation,

membership in societies, and financial information such as stocks held by the user (see

col. 7, lines 5-13).

Regarding claim 24, Legall discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of

claim 23. However, Legall does not explicitly disclose determining whether the set top

device is actively connected to the host computer.

Ballard discloses if requested while off-line then the web page is immediately

displayed if a copy is stored on the end user computer. Otherwise, the end user

computer establishes an on-line connection to retrieve the web page (see col. 10, lines

10-25). Inherently, Ballard discloses determining whether the "set top device" is actively

connected to the host computer. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Legal! to

incorporate a method as taught by Ballard In order to indicate link status to user thereby

increase efficiency while using the system.

Regarding claim 25, Ballard discloses if requested while off-line then the web

page is immediately displayed if a copy is stored on the end user computer. Otherwise,

the end user computer establishes an on-line connection to retrieve the web page (see

col. 10, lines 10-25). Inherently, customizing the content page comprises retrieving

context-related information (i) from the remote site if the set top device is determined to

be actively connected to the host system (ii) from the local site if the set top device is

determined not to be actively connected to the host system.

Regarding claim 31 ,
Legall discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of

claim 30. However, Legall does not explicitly disclose selective retrieval of context-

related information from the host computer or from the local computer depends on

whether the local computer presently is in communication with the host computer.

Ballard discloses if requested while off-line then the web page is immediately

displayed if a copy is stored on the end user computer. Otherwise, the end user

computer establishes an on-line connection to retrieve the web page (see col. 10, lines

10-25). Inherently, selective retrieval of context-related information from the host

computer or from the local computer depends on whether the local computer presently



Application/Control Number: 09/365,735 Page 19

Art Unit: 2611

is in connmunication with the host computer. Therefore, it would have been obvious to

one or ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Legall to

incorporate a method as taught by Ballard in order to give flexibility in information

retrieving.

Regarding claim 32, the claim elements correspond to the claim elements of

claim 24 and are analyzed as discussed in the rejection of claim 24.

Regarding claim 33, the claim elements correspond to the claim elements of

claim 25and are analyzed as discussed in the rejection of claim 25.

Regarding claim 39, Legall discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of

claim 30. However, Legall does not explicitly disclose the local context corresponds to

one or more of the following factors associated with the viewer: a geographic location, a

history of viewing patterns, personal or demographic data, or a history of e-commerce

transaction.

Ballard discloses local context corresponds to one or more of the following

factors associated with the viewer: a geographic location, a history of viewing patterns,

personal or demographic data, or a history of e-commerce transaction (see col. 2, lines

10-65). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the

time the invention was made to modify Legall to incorporate a method as taught by
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Ballard in order to provide desired program and information to viewer thereby increase

efficiency for broadcaster and Internet provider.

Regarding claim 40, Ballard discloses the demographic data comprises age, sex,

ethnicity, income information, marital status, hobbies and interest, occupation,

membership in societies, and financial information such as stocks held by the user (see

col. 7, lines 5-13).

Regarding claim 57, the claim elements correspond to the claim elements of

claim 24 and are analyzed as discussed in the rejection of claim 24.

Regarding claim 58, the claim elements correspond to the claim elements of

claim 25 and are analyzed as discussed in the rejection of claim 25.

7. Claims 62- 63 and 69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Ballard (US 6,182,050), and in view of Legall et al. (US 6,005,565).

Regarding claim 62, Ballard discloses a method comprising:

determining a local context for the user (see col. 2, lines 34-65); Ballard further

discloses if requested while off-line then the web page is immediately displayed if a

copy is stored on the end user computer. Otherwise, the end user computer establishes

an on-line connection to retrieve the web page (see col. 10, lines 10-25). Inherently, the
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method comprising detecting that a user of the user computer has requested access to

a content page; determining whether the user is logged in to the host computer;

retrieving context-specific information associated with the determined local context, the

information being retrieved (1) from the remote site if the set top device is determined to

be logged in to the host system (ii) from the local site if the set top device is determined

not to be logged in to the host system. However, Ballard does not explicitly disclose the

user computer is web-based TV system and customizing the content page based on the

retrieved context specific information.

Legall discloses the user processor system 100 can receives information from

television broadcaster and World Wide Web (see figure 1 ) and customizing the content

page based on the retrieved context specific information (see figures 3A-3B). Therefore,

it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention

was made to modify Ballard to incorporate a method as taught by Legall in order to

expand capabilities of the user computer.

Regarding claim 63, Ballard in view of Legall discloses a method as discussed in

the rejection of claim 62. In addition, Legall further discloses the EPG comprises time of

day (see figures 3B). Inherently, the method comprises determining a local time of day

for viewer and retrieving day part information associate with the determined local time of

day.
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Regarding claim 69, the limitations of the claim are directed toward embody the

method of claim 62 in a "computer readable medium." It would have been obvious to

one of ordinary skill in the art to embody the procedure of Ballard in view of Legall

discussed with respect to claim 62 in a "computer readable medium" in order that the

instructions could be automatically performed by a processor.

8. Claims 1 1 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Legall et al. (US 6,005,565) as applied to claims 9 and 42 respectively, and in view

of Barros (US 6,307,573),

Regarding claim 11, Legall discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of

claim 9. However, Legall does not disclose specifying a thematic element associated

with the determined local context.

Barros discloses specifying a thematic element associated with the determined

local context (see figures 6+). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary

skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Legall to incorporate a

method as taught by Barros in order to give user a detail information of the local context

in graphical.
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Regarding clainn 44, Legall discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of

claim 42. However, Legall does not disclose specifying a thematic element associated

with the determined local context.

Barros discloses specifying a thematic element associated with the determined

local context (see figures 6+). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary

skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Legall to incorporate a

method as taught by Barros in order to give user a detail Information of the local context

in graphical.

9. Claim 68 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Legall et

at. (US 6,005,565).

Regarding claim 68, Legall discloses a system as discussed in the rejection of

claim 68. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate

instruction for set top device to receive context information from TV tuner if the set top

device is not actively logged in to the host computer in order to give flexibility in

information receiving.
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Conclusion

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to

applicant's disclosure.

Freund (US 5,870,769) discloses Internet access system and method with active

link status indicators.

Murphy et al. (US 6,096,096) discloses web-site delivery.

Phillips et al. (US 6,186,553) discloses theme calendar.

Wu et al. (US 6,326,982) discloses method and apparatus for automatically

accessing web pages based on television programming information.

Sezan et al. (US 6,236,395) discloses audiovisual information management

system.

Ullman et al. (US 6,018,768) discloses enhanced video programming system

and method for incorporating and displaying retrieved integrated Internet information

segments.
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Srinivasan et al. (US 6,41 1,992) discloses method and apparatus for

broadcasting information over a networl<.

Alexander et al. (US 6,177,931) discloses system and methods for displaying

and recording control interface with television programs, video, advertising information

and program scheduling information.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Son P Huynh whose telephone number is 703-305-

1889. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's

supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone numbers for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9314 for

regular communications and 703-872-9314 for After Final communications.

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or

proceeding should be directed to the customer service office whose telephone number

is 703-306-0377.

Son P. Huynh
September 20, 2002

ANDREW FAILE

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER

TECHNOLOGY CENTEP '^m


