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CyberSecurity: Fast-tracking Botswana to Prosperity - May 18 2021 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Thank you so much, everybody for joining in on time and out of respect of your time, we are going 

to get started. Right now, you know, and I just wanted to let everybody know that while we will be 

recording this meeting, with your permission, of course, we are going to start recording this 

meeting and streaming it's also for ISOC Family. If you have, you know, the same zoom educate 

goals. If you are speaking on the mic, you can put on your video if your bandwidth allows, please, 

if you have comments to the speaker, or anybody who's on the floor, please use the chat. And if 

you want to speak during the question and answer section, please go right ahead and raise your 

hand. and proceed to unmute yourself. 

 

My name is Agang K. Ditlhogo I'm an ICT for development practitioner, and I'm going to be your 

moderator and host today. I'm so excited to be here because the conversation that we are having 

today is timely, you know it has entered right time. And I'm so excited to be welcoming you this 

evening to this talk. I also Computer Society of Botswana and Internet Society, I was on us chapter 

came together to talk to issues of cybersecurity, we have a lot in common. So we decided to why 

not come together so that we can speak with one voice and that we can be louder. So today we 

are going to be talking for cybersecurity. And the questions like you're asking yourself is how are 

we going to get off course fast track the implementation of cyber security policies legislation, input 

one? And number two, how are we going to work together not only in the acceleration of in being 

part of the conversation at the table. So I'm so excited about this collaboration. And thank you 

everybody from ISOC. And from CSB. I'm thinking when I think of us collaborating, I'm thinking of 
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boom, you know, the very essence of us being we are definitely stronger together. So in 

technology terms, we can we can call it Ubuntu 2.0, you know, and today I'm so excited to be 

welcoming. Professor, she will briefly introduce herself. But introduction. I'd like to say Dr. 

Masizana is a mentor to me, she she's the university Officer of computer science department. And 

we look up to her because she drives us, she's I asked us to do better to be better and to 

contribute. So that's how contribution can be meaningful. And she'll have this time to welcome all 

of us and share a bit why are we even here? Why does it matter? Why Why should we work 

together? And then the floor is yours. Thank you. 

 

Audrey Masizana   

Thank you very much for that nice introduction. And I hope you can hear me everybody. Can you 

hear me? 

 

Thank you very much. What a nice, very warm welcome. And also, we're very happy to welcome 

those who are probably coming to the CSB seminar for the first time and we'd like to invite them 

to continue joining us in this seminars. Let me first of all, acknowledge the guest speaker Dr. 

Oteng Tabona for finding time to come in really be the collaborator today. Let me also 

acknowledge the partners from the Internet, Internet Society, the Botswana chapter represented 

by Mr. Benson Motswetla. The heads and directors of various institutions. I've seen that Mr. 

[inaudible]is here is very key when we are talking about these issues. 

 

Let me also acknowledge CSB executive here present organizers of the webinar, of course, Miss 

ICANN travel for the wonderful team work that you've you've done CSB members, and then those 

who are going to join us today. Hopefully, we're going to be future members. And then of course, 

ladies and gentlemen, we are really welcome to the seminar. CSB was founded in 2010. And to be 

to jujitsu that I don't waste a lot of time. We really have been having these seminars, every so 

often and this year was probably the worst because of the COVID pandemic. You know, everything 

went up. But we have set the seminars to provide some sort of a study and discussion of the 

impact of computers on humans and society, and when we do, we want to promote the 

interchange of information in this field, and also its applications. And also we want to promote 

networking and collaboration among members and beyond. And we also want to treat this as 

multidisciplinary. As much as we're talking about ICT issues, we also want to talk about other 

things that affect the human society, from the from our skills point of view. And also we talk about 

non technical issues. So it's not always talk about ICT general issues that are affecting the society. 

We also need every so often to talk about. So the seminar series really has been quiet. But I think 

this year, this is really the beginning of a very good delivery by CSB in collaboration with the 

international Internet Society. Today's collaboration is on cybersecurity. And we know it's a 
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challenge. I'm not a speaker, I'll try very much not to be taking a lot of things, because the speaker 

is here to really share with us. But we know the challenge, we know that there's an incident 

increase of the need for the young talent within this field. We therefore also need to understand 

in order to do that, we have to understand the various levels of ITs and ICT competing operations 

around the country, and how they contribute to our economy. And therefore, with that, we'll be 

able to circumvent this dark web that we are always thinking about in terms of security and also 

understand the threats that are facing us as the country and there is happy that Botswana is 

about to launch a cybersecurity strategy. I know that maybe that has not yet been disseminated 

by the Minister of Transport and communication is beginning to share with us the implementation 

plan that is coming up. We know that knowledge is power. Once we know we know more, we have 

options. 

 

Audrey Masizana   

The great Kofi Annan once said knowledge is power, information is liberating. Education is a 

penance of progress in every society. And even with this topic, we need to start there, we need to 

start by knowing exactly what it is and the CSB seminar, and many other seminars and 

conferences that have been taking place around the country are trying to get us to that level 

where we come on board. And most importantly, we've seen that we need these professionals, we 

need a professional that understand the dynamism of our field. And also the challenges that this 

cybersecurity is effector of dynamics in as well. So we need to understand this the 

transformations that are happening around the globe, and what how the cybersecurity is also 

aligned to this, we also have to talk about, most probably talk about how education is very 

important. Botswana has really tried to provide formal education, both the standard education 

and also in ICT. But we've also seen through literature, that there are so many observations that 

the trends in our in our era in terms of skills, we don't have skills, we have limited capacity. So the 

education and also training and awareness and all those things are going to be very, very 

important. And I hope our speaker will touch on that. And also we have to recognize Most 

importantly, as we are implementing the strategy that is a multidisciplinary delivery that needs to 

bring everybody together industry, academia, government, even competing societies, such as the 

one that has that ist hosting today, as for CSB is really willing to continue to provide this platform 

where we can come back and continue to, to look at this issue. And as we are implementing, we 

also come and look at the delivery points. During the implementation process. We do have a 

conference that we share with investor Botswana, and it's called the ISIS conference. It comes 

every two years. And we started the third invest to Botswana, and we are partnering with Minister 

of Transport and communication, University of Johannesburg and the American Embassy. And this 

is one of the platforms that are really trying to bring people together and expand a little bit more 

on cybersecurity. We normally talk about policies and strategy and regulation frameworks. We talk 
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about critical infrastructure. We talk about data sharing, we talk about capacity building at those 

conferences.  

 

So we are hoping that maybe this year, towards the end of the year we'll do it if not because of 

this COVID situation that we have, we may have to do it into 22 and everybody's welcome to really 

continue to join us in that endeavor. Dr. Oteng is an educationist. And with a PhD in big data 

forensics. So there's so much to learn from him, he has established a cybersecurity research 

group in the US. And that means really, he has this question is committed, and therefore, his talk 

would really do go a long way to contribute towards raising awareness in this. And on behalf of 

Computer Society of Botswana. Let us welcome him with warm hands. And hopefully, again, in the 

future, we'll hear more from him, especially when perhaps he comes back to talk to us a little bit 

more on the big data. For us. It's a special area that he is aligned to, thank you very much. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Thank you so much, Dr. Masizana, warm welcome. And, you know, when we were sitting down 

and trying to come up with this webinar and the theme, we realized that we are all stakeholders, 

you know, whether we are NGOs, NGOs, academia, the regulator and the government. So, today, 

we decided to concentrate on academia. So we are going to be hearing from Dr. Tabona. And we 

have Rueben Johnson Elias who is a student of cyber security lined up as well. So we wanted to 

give it this balance. And in the future, we are going to be talking to, you know, cyber security law, 

we are going to be talking How can we get the regulator, you know, how can we contribute better 

can we be as societies come together, and just help in putting this mandate. And next on our 

agenda, we have Benson Motswetla, who is the vice president of ISOC Botswana, who's going to 

be sharing with us just a little bit in welcoming all of us and talk to you know, at the different key 

areas that interest Internet Society is concentrating on. If I remind you, we are always talking to 

community networks, we talk to infrastructure development, we talk about routing encryption. So 

there's so many things that you can get from ISOC and InternetSociety.org if you want to check it 

out. So Benson, please go right ahead and give us a boost. Welcome. And we met from ISOC. 

 

Benson Motswetla   

Yes. So, ladies and gentlemen, my name is Benson Motswetla. As Agang has said, I am the current 

vice president of Internet Society. So basically, the Internet Society is an international organization 

that has affiliations in many different countries. And our basic premise is basically working for an 

open, globally connected and secure, trustworthy Internet for everyone. So this webinar really 

speaks to the mandate and the mission of the Internet Society. And we as the Internet Society was 

one of this year, we made it in our action plan that we're going to be having these webinars to talk 

to the issues that we are facing in the country, and as well as helping with the national vision of 
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attaining a knowledge based economy, which we all know that the country has taken an ambitious 

vision to transform Botswana into a knowledge based economy. And this savviness feeds into that 

big mandate that we try to attain. So the Internet Society is open. Actually, we believe that the 

Internet is for everyone. So the Internet Society of Botswana is open for everyone who wants to 

join it. And we really hope that from this webinar, we're going to get more members joining in 

because we really need different kinds of people. We need a multidisciplinary team in our 

attainment of various initiatives that we have come up with this year.  

 

Benson Motswetla   

So we have a flagship program, I don't know if you guys already know about it. It's called the 

National Digital Literacy program that basically intends to fight the digital divide. We're able to 

handle being both gender, disability and poverty divides in Botswana. So we the program has 

already started. And we are looking for people who are going to be champions of this program. So 

we will be really glad if people from this webinar will be joining in. And, again, I would like to 

commend the planning committee, both Agang and Eric and the Computer Society for for this 

wonderful inaugural webinar, because I believe more is going to come from these type of 

webinars. So I'm with with that, let me not speak a lot. Welcome, everyone. And the Internet 

Society Botswana chapter is welcome to YouTube. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Thank you so much, Benson. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. So I'm going to try to set the tone. 

And with me here. I have this week's paper, the Sunday Standard. And if you go to the headline is 

released as this details of grayzone. So it goes on to talk about a footballer is under attack, I want 

to hold it up here. Botswana is under attack. And we need to act now or yesterday at the minister, 

this. And for me, it was really exciting to see that we are really within the whole mandate. So as 

China, where are we Where are we going? And what efforts are we trying to do towards this? 

Headline number two, I was with the Washington Post this past week. So they talk to how the 

pipeline was getting gas? Well, you know, in teaser, to different parts of the of the US was 

infiltrated by cyber. They had a cyber attack. And these people call themselves or this group called 

they call themselves the Robin Hoods of the Internet. So it was quite fascinating that we've seen 

this this few the past few days, we've been able to see news coming out. So as was on a how do 

we avoid these around some ways, which is very, you know, it's timing, but how do we make sure 

that we avoided high end, how is our infrastructure? What is that the conversations that we are 

having?  

 

So, I'm so excited to welcome Dr. Tabona to this to this conversation. So, Dr. Tabona, thank you so 

much. The Oteng Tabona is an enthusiastic researcher who was awarded a PhD in big data 
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forensics, as a service in the University of Wales in the UK in 2017. He has worked. He's currently 

working for University of Botswana since 2018. And his role includes lecturing in cyber security 

and mobile computing, coordinating students project research and fostering industrial 

collaboration, especially here at home and intelligence. He has played a huge patent is published 

many of us cybersecurity research group in 2018. So I'm excited. I could go on and on about your 

time and being here with us. So I'm going to allow you to share your screen right now. And have 

the next few few 20 or so minutes and to present to us. We are so excited. Thank you. 

 

Oteng Tabona   

Thank you very much for inviting me. I've been introduced No need to introduce myself. And I'm 

really happy to have been invited to talk. Initially when I was invited. I didn't expect so much 

attention. There was too much attention. I've, I've shared the post on my Facebook, and I received 

around 150 likes, which is a little bit unusual for me. But yeah, so usually you get this number of 

likes if you share a picture of your other half. And yeah, so I got those two slides, which shows that 

people are really interested in this. And I can see a lot of people draining family members, 

colleagues all around, so I'm really happy about it. So and some international colleagues at the 

same time. Yeah. So I put the title of my talk as you I and everyone are not safe. And let's try to 

minimize the impact. These, this is very related to the, to the topic of today. So let's get to it. 

 

Yeah, so the outline of my talk, I'll talk about the current cybersecurity challenges locally, 

nationally and globally. Then I'll talk about the way, what we are doing currently in Botswana to 

address those challenges. And then also, what can we what can be done, though, my views and 

my colleagues views and the cybersecurity research group induced views I've discussed with them. 

So yes, what is currently happening, we are facing a number of phishing emails around. So I am 

showing you a screenshot that I received on the eighth of April 2001, they seek to 2021. This is like 

an email that shows that my payment for Netflix was rejected. So if you are a heavy user of Netflix, 

definitely you will see, when I get home, I want to watch that scene that I'm watching. So you 

immediately maybe click on the link. You can see that link says netflix.com. What what, but if you 

actually copy that link into your browser, you see that link that is underneath there. So that is the 

actual link that when you click on his you get referred to an emoji now you put on your details that 

those details are not going to Netflix that will into their person, or the this. This URL is somebody 

who is hiding their, their identity. So when you also look at the email, email address that this email 

is coming from, you can see that it's coming from some email and some old hotmail email, from 

email, I think. So really, this email is not legit. But we are facing these kinds of challenges, these 

challenges locally. And for people who are not well aware of these issues, they might end up even 

paying, providing their credit card numbers to these people and possibly face some consequences 

of losing their money and so on. 
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Yeah, similarly, I'm receiving those kinds of emails. You can see this email coming from they're 

saying it's coming from the DP DPD. DPD is the shipping company in the UK. I don't know if he 

does International, but I know it from the UK. So you look at the email address that that is sending 

the email. Definitely, you should know that this email couldn't be coming from them. But we do 

have this issue in Botswana whereby last time we had this symposium, we are contacting many 

organizations, organizations will be giving us emails for those free meals, hotmail and Yahoo 

winnings to send official stuff so that is not that is not a good way and that get that is good to the 

heartbeat of the people. And then we need to raise awareness if you're new to an organization 

like universal was on abused, you need to be having your own emails or saving your own image 

not using these public email emails. But because this is kind of a trending masala people do not 

question when they receive emails from organizations. And then those organizations are using 

things like Gmail and Yahoo and so on. 

 

So we are also facing a number of challenges of ransomware as a service, there are some way 

obviously, you know, it's a software that will hold the information at trial, and then maybe encrypt 

your data within the computer and request for money. So that you can your data can be released. 

So this is what we call ransomware as a service with ransomware as a service, you create some 

applications, and then you sell you sell them for a fee. And then people will pay to use those 

services. So this is now common. If you're a software developer, and you're interested in some 

duck, duck stuff, then that's something that you can do. I used to be a programmer, I used to love 

programming, I think, had I, if I'm interested in this, really I can, I can make some good monies. 

 

So we’re also facing some issues of tracking, tracking on the browsers. And people have developed 

some advanced features, people look at your behavior. While you're using technology. For 

example, you have this Tor Browser. It's one of the most secure browsers. But people have found 

a way or criminals, they find a way to trick you. To give you an identity, say you're using this device 

you're on Tor is very secure. But Tor is very slow, then you switch to maybe Safari so that you can 

do your processes quick. This summer applications that monitors that this person is using Tor, 

okay, we can get what they're using, they're doing there, but they've switched to Safari, and then 

they can manage to say, you know, to link you up and get some intelligence on you. So we have 

those issues. 

 

I think Apple have recently introduced a feature that can stop the applications from tracking you. 

So you can switch that thing on and off. But that thing doesn't stop you stop applications from 

sharing data, what it does is put some layer have for you to be anonymous, anonymous. So in that 

effect, because when you when you're using Facebook, you have your identifier, when you're 
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using a different application, you have your own identifier those identifications are not shared at 

all. So what our policy is doing is topping the identifier to be as I said, with the third party or the 

owners of that application. 

 

So, when we normally talk about cybersecurity issues, we normally touch on information 

technology, we normally talk about the computers and so on and so forth. But we also have a 

challenge of operational technology, information technology, we are referred to as it operational 

technology ot so with operational technology, we are talking about things like industrial control 

systems, right. So in most cases when industrial control system or systems were designed, they 

were not designed with security in mind, right? So what happens is that and also, you look at those 

systems that are using common operating systems that are that I that I use, like Microsoft, some 

of them are using some applications from Microsoft, and you know that Microsoft is not very 

secure. And then you have a situation whereby those systems as well, they're not constantly 

updated. So that is the issue that we're facing with operational technology, the fact that they were 

not designed with security in mind. So it might mean right now they could be an attack to our 

power plant, we only have electricity. And the thing is, we there are some intelligence, the people 

are getting smarter, the cybercriminals are getting smarter, they can actually attack your, the 

industrial control system, a, and what effect they can have, normally you have a plant, you have a 

system on the side that can or in HDMI, that gives you feedback of the health operation of the 

machines, you can attack that system to always give the right results that everything is healthy. 

While in effect, the production or the efficiency of good system is not a that's a level that you 

require. So that is the issue that we are facing. And this is something that we often ignore. I think 

that Sunday standard newspaper headline was talking about issues of industrial control systems, I 

haven't had a chance to look at it. But I think it was tricky about the industrial control system, or 

critical national infrastructure like our power, I mean, our our way we generate power.  

 

And also, there are issues of billing, dealing like for utilities, right, there is an issue that happened 

last year, in one of the organizations that are billing us for some critical resources that we need. 

And you find that your bill is 6000, whereas the way you're using water is not water or electricity or 

whatever you're using at that point does not does not match the amount of money that we 

charged a but they might be something happening they decided that the application was attacked 

is that an emissions were typed something in that line. And this is often overlooked.  

 

Yeah. And then we also have an issue of supply chain. So when you look at the this app supply 

chain or the procurement offices in around organizations, you ask them about what compliance 

issues of compliance Are you looking at, they will tell you that in terms of compliancy, we are 

looking at the price if you manage the given price, then you win the tender or something of that 
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sort. What about we are getting devices from different countries, we rely on different countries, 

but we don't have the measure put in place to ensure that whatever comes in whether the 

especially the sell devices, what is it that we put in place to ensure that whatever we are we are 

buying does not maybe leak the information or does not provide information does not provide 

information to to other to other nations? Right. We there's an issue of the EU headquarters, we 

heard that they was China could access the conversations, they could see what is happening in the 

in the EU what is being discussed.  

 

You know, those are the issues in relation to the supply chain, cybersecurity issues. Right now we 

most of us are driving these Japanese cars, they have a map, we don't know what is behind that, 

because these are computer it could be even be fake sending information back to wherever the 

car is coming for. Right. So that that is again, that is the currently in actually to help someone is it's 

very, very, very, very easy. 

 

Normally what happens is that when people find vulnerabilities in our devices, our computers 

where they normally let those people know, for a certain period of time that these are 

vulnerability, please fix it. And after that period elapses, they make that vulnerability public page in 

this, these vulnerabilities are freely available, accessible. And actually to hack or to to access the 

system that isn't in paste is very easy. So you can utilize those vulnerabilities. If we don't have that, 

in us to update our computers, in time to time when updates are available, we might face this 

issue, I think one o'clock I used one of the vulnerabilities that are available on machines. 

 

Some students in UB used to play around and they saw a vulnerability that they let us they 

informed the research group in BIUST. And then we managed to inform the ICT department 

induced to fix that. So that's, that's a problem. If a IT manager, you need to ensure that all the 

times, you know that your machines are up to date, because people can actually utilize this, you I 

can be sitting here somebody could be listening to me or watching me due to the fact that I 

haven't updated my system. 

 

So maybe we go to less technical examples or easy, but that leads to you. We also have issues of 

oversharing. Oversharing is just a situation whereby you share or you reveal more information 

about yourself or somebody. And this can happen online and offline. There are issues related to 

this, we'll see some examples of oversharing. And some people may be might not have thought 

that the real issues. Right. So normally people get frustrated. I've been chased by the police. Yeah, 

so people normally get frustrated, or they just want to show people that they've been charged. So 

and then they will take a screenshot of a screenshot of the charge sheet. And then they maybe 
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they live out of ignoring, see, they don't hide their date of death, they are names. So any 

information or personal identification information, information that I can use to identify you.  

 

So this, this is one of my friends on Facebook, they were caught, and then this is what they shared. 

The white boxes, they shows what I've hidden from you. And then you can only see that he he only 

covered the residential address and the ID number, the rest of the information was left out there. 

So this is an issue that we often see in Botswana, you lose your ID card, or my number, somebody 

pulls the ID number as it is. or an ID card as it is to say Lost and Found it you know that? Your ID, 

your ID number is used everywhere. Right? Your ID number is used everywhere you go to the 

bank, we use your ID number you go everywhere.  

 

Yeah, and we also have an issue of oversharing. When it comes to phones, you find that maybe 

forms. forms are asking for unnecessary stuff. You can give your credit card number, expiry date, 

and then the CVV number. And you know that with those information, somebody can buy stuff 

without anything else. So let's avoid a situation whereby we give too much information and miss 

our information, when it's not a wisdom when it's not critical to the, to the task that we are, we are 

we are taking or we are doing. 

 

Yeah, one other thing, controversial one, is it okay to post photos of your keys on social media, we, 

we see a number of photos on social media shared by parents. Maybe the positive to that is to 

share with your friends and family, the photos of your kids. But there are also negative impacts or 

consequences to this. So your photos might be shared or your kid photo might be shared online, 

people will be looking at your kid and make subtracting comparing your kid to you know, to their 

kid or somebody is keyed and so on. So they we that debate about the kid, and then you find that 

the kid or the kid is discussed somewhere else. And usually people will comment but that that 

comment is not actually what they were discussing with other people. So we are exposing kids. 

And then this issue of digital kidnapping, whereby people can take the photo of your kid a maybe 

claim that there is there are kids, some people do it like innocently Ella joking, saying, you know, 

these are my I have a new kid. And then when you interrogate them, that's when they say I got it 

from Facebook. And that's not that's not good. Obviously, we also attracting dangerous people. 

You you'll never know pedophiles don't go around that with said return. I'm a pedophile. So 

people might be attracted to your kid. We know very well that during COVID-19, lockdown, things 

were happening in the area in the wooded area, especially Tiger about, you know, people doing 

stuff to kids and so on. So those are the concerns about sharing photos of your kids online. You 

know. 
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So what why peep? Why do people normally say normally we say just to reach a target. Nowadays 

people are brands, we are brands, we share to lay messages we share to abstract followers, we 

share to bully or just say innocently to be a part of something, but they always say a negative to it. 

 

And then we also have issues of social media literacy. You find that people, okay, let's maybe take 

an example of your parents being on social media, right? We, we face a number of things, you 

might think that you are secure, but the minute you add your parent to Facebook, the parent will 

be sharing a number of stuff about you, they might even, you know, expose some things that you 

felt hidden, you know, sharing some unnecessary stuff is not only parents but also looking at the 

education, educational literacy of people. You might find that people are revealing more a without 

that literacy. So those are some of the things that needs to be to be addressed. And then we have 

issues of people wanting to make money out of nowhere without working hard. So those are the 

issues that we are currently facing as well. 

 

It's sad but actually yesterday, I wasn't thinking of this this topic until yesterday. Cough mine saw 

the actually saw this, this advert for the for the webinar. And then they contacted me to say, you 

know, I think you might know about this. A, I've been contacted by Sodexo about contributing 

money or opening an account and making money from bitcoins and so on. It's very sad to know 

that this person lost close to more than 30,000 Bula in Botswana, and it's happening. And it's very 

sad. I, I just spoke to him and told him that topic now before you lose more money in his out, he 

was actually asking me we should pay more. Because if these things, it's easy to pay, and then to 

get your money back, it's very hard, right? It's very hard. So I won't say more about it. 

 

Yes, then we had COVID. And the challenges of cybersecurity escalated. And they were positives 

also to portray to COVID-19. We've been talking about the digital economy. And when it came to 

COVID, I think we, we leapfrog a little bit, when you look at educational institutions, we started 

using digital platforms, we started we are more accepting to technology, who would have thought 

that the permit system will be utilized, even though it was online. A number of people were using 

it. And there wasn't made much complaints at that time. We are more accepting to technology. 

But there is always issues towards that. Usually we I mean, during that time we give too much 

information, too much information without even questioning how that information is going to be 

used. Right? 

 

Okay, then there was the government form that was put in place. But how was that information 

used? It was the government collecting that information or giving that information to private 

parties. Right. So we need to be I mean, we have the Data Protection Act in Botswana, even 

though the Data Protection Act is not yet enforced. But we need to ensure that we shouldn't just 
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give information to access services, we should also ask, why is this information important? How 

are you going to use this information? Where are you going to keep this information? and so on, 

right. 

 

And the other thing, maybe go back to oversharing. The other thing is just hearing just hearing 

stuff, like I know one of my colleagues is in the only church here. And yesterday, yesterday, they 

sent me something and I told them, what is it that you're sharing? Because sometimes you need 

to ask him before you start, maybe or share the link or something asked before you click on that 

link, because you might end up losing, losing your or somebody accessing your device. So ask 

them like, why are you sharing this? And they said, No, it was shared by my boss. I'm like, No, you 

didn't say just because it was shared by your boss, you need to ask first what it is before you can 

say it or click on it because you might share that to a friend or maddening kids. And then it might 

be something that is not right for the kids or you might say to me and then I lose my device. So 

those are these one example that I missed I wanted to talk about it. 

 

So what is what is happening in Botswana in terms of addressing these challenges? We have made 

a positive move towards addressing this. We have the cyber crime and computer Crime act, cyber 

crime and computer related crime Act, which is just a very long name. And it was I don't know the 

legal terms is approved or enacted in 2018. We also have the electronic communication and 

transaction act 2018. And the electronic records evidence act 2014. And the Data Protection Act, 

which is not yet enforced, but is very crucial, because when you look at the data, for example, the 

data or data is stored outside the country, the banks, the data is stored in South Africa, in most 

most of the banks. And, you know, the issue about it is that we don't have the right to like for 

example, in in South Africa, these in any data leak, the bank is not forced to reveal that or to 

inform us that these, these elite unless I'm  not very much away. The reason why I want to spend 

more time on these is because the  right people to talk about this and a against that, about the 

fact that they will organize something to  explain more about this. I'm not a lawyer. 

 

Oteng Tabona   

I can talk more about this, but we also have the National Cybersecurity strategy, which was 

approved in October 2020. And it's one way of addressing the issues that we are facing locally in 

cybersecurity. So, the main the main people in the National Cybersecurity are the Minister of 

Transport and communications.  

 

Oteng Tabona   

And then we, towards addressing the cybersecurity issues, we have the Cybersecurity Symposium 

2021 induced when I put this title, I was thinking of writing BIUTH Cybersecurity Symposium 2021. 
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But the fact that when the symposium started, its people started to pronounce it as a National 

Cybersecurity symposium. And we, I mean, we accepting it, and that's why I have it as 

cybersecurity symposium 2021. After the symposium, the issues that were brought iup, or action 

items that were brought up -- in these action items, we sit down after the symposium also to see 

how we can take them on these disciplines The, the action to start a cybersecurity or small 

cybersecurity class. Now elaborate this small and then also internalized Child Protection uses. Also 

to mentor secondary school students, we had secondary student secondary school students 

debating, the debate was won by Mother's Day We had GSS. We had [inaudible] in the last time. 

So the idea is to mentor some secondary school students who start [inaudible]  interviews to start 

with [inaudible]  at home here. And [inaudible]  is connected to the Internet through a scheme by 

[inaudible]. And the other thing is to kind of create Cybersecurity Awareness. All the issues that we 

spoke about that we are facing, so cybersecurity is some of them are due to lack of awareness. 

And also these in just to to encourage people to like to set up a cybersecurity range or cyber 

range. submarine is where we set up like for example, we might maybe collaborate like with 

Australia, UK, and then set up a submarine, submarine is a situation whereby the UK will set up a 

system, the system will attack the system, and then they defend it and then next time, we set up a 

system, they attack it with defend it, so that will boost the skills of cyber security skills. 

 

When you talk about cybersecurity cluster, we are talking about the close weighting between 

industry, university and government. So I can I can confidently say maybe if it wasn't for the 

cybersecurity symposium that we had, I might not be the guest speaker here. So Because of those 

activities or the events that we had, so, they made people aware of what is happening. So, with 

that close collaboration between University government, we can sit down together discuss issues 

at hand and then try to address issues. So, in a cybersecurity, I mean a cluster situation the 

industry comes up with problems and the university addresses those issues, industrial issues. So, 

in that way, education is going to be more interesting, students are going to be addressing issues 

or real life issues from industry, we are going to have graduates who are ready to be taken out by 

industry, the role of the government is to capacity making sure that the cluster is waiting properly, 

also to ensure also they also have some demands that those demands will go to universities, 

universities, I mean, industry also look at the current policies in government, whether they make it 

easy for, for, for business, and so on. So that's the idea that we are planning to do, and we have 

started some conversations with the Minister of Transport and communications. And we also have 

contacted a cyber Ireland, cybersecurity class in Ireland, they're doing great stuff, in actually 

during COVID they set up a group to look at cybersecurity issues that are affecting hospitals at that 

time, you know, very well that during COVID some universities that were doing research were 

attacked, so that they can stop that researchers, you know, those political issueswith the 

cybersecurity issue, you know, where to go when you need something really in in in relation to 
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cybersecurity, the Minister of Transport right now, when it comes to implementing the 

cybersecurity strategy, they have to go to many organizations Guys, can you help us trainers and 

so on and so forth, people are not coming forth and so on, because there is no central focus area 

that can be contacted to to address this issue. 

 

 

Yeah, we have an organization for example, in the UK called DC HQ, this organization, they are 

trying to build talent in cybersecurity. I'm wondering why can we have this we have security 

organization, for example, we have the DEA is this organization, we have the police, we have BDF, 

this organization needs to work closely with, say universities or even industry in terms of 

addressing the issues of cybersecurity build skills, the skills that they will need, when they when 

they need something to be done, or when they are looking for graduates. And by doing this, you 

know, at the end of that when you're putting an advert you're going to get somebody who is 

competent to do it. Right? 

 

So, I'm also saying to industries and the government we need to I mean, with the cybersecurity 

cluster that we are envisioning, we have the ability to, to sit down and also try to map up the way 

the educational structure and say you know what, for cybersecurity, we need this set of skills, 

right? We need this set of skills, and these how we encourage universities to shape their degrees 

in order to meet the challenges that we are facing. We have organizations like the National 

Cybersecurity center in the UK, which is looking at degrees around universities and qualifying 

those degrees to the standard that they want and then accrediting those universities or 

recognizing those universities and if you get a degree from that university in cybersecurity, you 

know you have a reputation 

 

Oteng Tabona   

So online child protection.  We have started an initiative of online child protection. This initiative is 

led by my colleague, I think zero on the on the on the present Teaching Dr. Mobile, and then he's 

working also with students to kind of made my way to this initiative. We spoke to the Minister of 

basic education, and to because they are the ones who are dealing with, with kids or students at 

an early stage, to kind of find a way in which we can work together in terms of online child 

protection. We  contacted Namibia, University of Science and Technology, they have made a move 

on this area, and they are far ahead. They have funding for this initiative. And earlier today, we 

had a chat with a class that accompany in the US, Australia sorry, in actually the owner is Amazon. 

So we spoke to him about this initiative that we want to take forth. And they actually promised us 

that they will find materials for this campaign to go on. Yes, we, I mean, this initiative might have 

started in BIUST. But we are open to work with everyone. 
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We are open to work with UB any organization. In terms of pushing this, this initiative, the the 

Internet Society, the Computer Society of Botswana, we are very open and anyone else who want 

to participate on this, but we are at the early stage of this. And it will be great if you can join us at 

this planning stage. So I'd like to thank you very much the Internet Society Botswana chapter in 

the Computer Society of Botswana for inviting me to present in everyone else who tuned in. And 

for those who didn't manage to tune in, I know you're interested, but commitments that are in 

there.  

 

Thank you very much. I know there will be a session for questions. So I'll be here to answer those 

questions. Thank you very much. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Thank you so much, Dr. Tabona, that was really informative I liked, I liked how you took it from 

you know, just allowing us to see from those initial emails, and then taking it all up how it would 

affect us globally. So thank you for that. And one thing that I really enjoyed hearing you talk about 

is the youth mentoring aspect of all of this, you know, we need to catch young people now you 

know, so that they can eventually contribute, that they can be that they can decode, design and 

create with all of us so that you can have meaningful impact. And I don't know if Reuben is here on 

the call. But what we had intended was that, and then we'll come in because Reuben is a student 

at the University of Arizona. And he's really passionate about issues of cybersecurity. So we 

wanted to bring this from, you know, your side and then take it from one side to the learner, 

because learning is a two way learning and teaching, actually, to complement each other. So thank 

you so much. I kept I want to end. If anybody has questions, please go right on the chat. And I'm 

going to call Ruben, are you here? I can't see you. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Okay, so now you're going to go to the chat on the chat. If you have any comments, if you have 

any question, please go right ahead. If you want to use your mic, please just raise your hand and 

then technical will unmute you. But I wanted to talk to this very practical thing. I want to say, you 

know, on social media, we we kind of forget ourselves, how we tend to overshare. And I just 

wanted to bring you in and ask you what can what can we do, especially for young people using 

social using the Internet? What are the tips that you can give them still remain relevant or to 

protect themselves that information moving forward? How can we communicate better? 
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Oteng Tabona   

Thank you, thank you very much. Yeah, actually, cybersecurity challenges. I mean, they're very 

complex. But the main thing, one thing that we need to do is awareness. Trying to make children 

away of the impacts of a of using technology or different? Yeah. So that's, that's one thing that you 

can do, you can try to put all security measures there in there. But there is also always a way to go 

around it. I think we, we, I think I was I was asked the students about, or actually I was, last last 

month, I had a number of presentations, and one of the presentation was concerning online 

assessment, integrity, the integrity of online assessment. And when I was doing research, you 

could see like, people have many ways of trying to beat technology. So the main thing really, is to 

try and make people aware of the issues that can come with technology. I mean, technology is 

done by people, these reverse engineering where somebody can try to to manipulate what is 

already there. 

 

You know, I'll give you an example. In the UK, the UK when the there was many, many, many 

bombings in in Europe, the UK wasn't affected as much as other countries like France, why wasn't 

it affected? Because the we advanced when it came to technology, you know, the smart TVs that 

you're using, you might not know, there might have been a microphone, the camera that is hidden 

in there, the way they were actually admitted that they were doing that there was the TVs that 

were being sold. They had a microphone in a TV and they were targeting people that the the 

suspected that they might be terrorist add in sometimes you hear that people way, the way they 

were going to some people's breaking into people's home, and caffeine them and so on, without 

much evidence that we know is the general public and because of the intelligence that they had in 

that, so it's very difficult for unless you The main thing is to raise the awareness to kiss about it. 

Thank you. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Definitely any anybody, please just raise your hand. we'll unmute you and then you can comment 

or ask a question to us speaker anybody? I think Dr. Makhura says he his equation. Okay, go right 

ahead. 

 

Onalenna Makhura   

Thanks Dr. Tabona, for your lovely presentation. My question relates mostly to what you 

mentioned earlier about, you know, the issue surrounding oversharing both personalities and 

things like that. And as we as we know that the weakest link to any IT system, really, first and 

foremost isn't the IT system itself, but rather, the people using it, right. And as we know, we've got 

a generation, an older generation that is using this IT systems and not really aware of the the the 

issue surrounding Information Security n s along the way, we also know that we tend around here 
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to create to have IT security as an afterthought to any IT system we put in place. Right. So my 

question is really along the lines of Okay, how can we really move the get the information to the 

people faster, fast enough that we can maybe stem the problems that are rising because as we 

know, we've got huge problems in this country when it comes to IT security? Really, if if those guys 

like, you know, and hackers anonymous decide to pay attention to us, for an idiot when you're 

gone. So how do we then move past you know, the reluctance of both IT professionals that are in 

charge of this systems as well as gay to the to ensure that all these problems that are there, but 

try and handle them much better than we currently are? 

 

Oteng Tabona   

Yeah, you I mean, your concerns are really, really valid. I think what we need to do is try to 

intensify, Fight and educate people about this this problem, the cybersecurity problem. I think one 

of the things that affects it more is the culture. Our culture, we are more trusting, very trusting. I 

mean, the things that we hear around -- I mean, things that we hear from friends around about 

what is happening in maybe organizations, it may be critical organizations, in terms of involving 

even foreign nationals to address cyber security issues of critical infrastructure. It's it's really, it's 

really painful. What we need to do like, like I'm saying, Let's, I know, the cyber security strategy. I 

read it. No budget. No budget, you look at the budget speech, was it -- it was early this year. No 

budget for cybersecurity. Yet, we spoke about giving kids from standard five to form five tablets 

and so on. So I think we need it's us. It's on us to intensify that campaign to let the government 

know that we have issues right.  

 

Oteng Tabona   

You take for example, the nation's our nation's fighting, you look at USA and China, Russia, they 

are fighting virtual fights, right? So it's upon us to, I think it's us. I don't know. I mean, mostly when 

you look at institutions abused, you look at UB and various most of the cybersecurity 

professionals, Yes, they're still young. And you go to those organizations, you find that very few 

cybersecurity professionals. I think we need to intensify the spreading the message, cybersecurity 

campaigns, you know, yeah, so that's the only way we can get there. And then the technology will 

we'll get to the technology later, but as long as people know, they will start to ask how can I 

protect myself? You know, I don't know if I've you satisfied a chemical 

 

Onalenna Makhura   

Now that that's a very good answer. And I'm hoping we can we can talk more about it outside the 

forum's, you know, there's a lot to talk about to be an SDR. Thank you very much. 
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Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Yes, Benson, your hand is up. Please go right ahead. 

 

Benson Motswetla   

Thank you so much. I just wanted to talk to Dr Tabona about -- he mentioned in his industrial 

cluster, and cyber security cluster. He mentioned a few stakeholders, but I didn't really see a 

mention of civil society or NGOs. So I've also read the National Cybersecurity strategy. Um, there is 

a mention of civil society. But I think it's, I don't know if I'm wrong, but I think it's is a humble 

mention, that just mentioning civil society as one of those critical stakeholders, but I believe that 

civil society plays a critical role in ensuring that once this strategy is enacted, the protection of civil 

liberties, civil liberties, and human rights and even privacy as well. So I wanted to ask the doctor, 

what does he think about the inclusion of civil society, both in the security, the cybersecurity 

cluster and in the National Cybersecurity strategy? 

 

Oteng Tabona   

Thank you very much, Ben. Yeah, I'm on the cyber cybersecurity cluster. I have to admit that I'm 

not an expert on cluster formations. But definitely there is this somewhere where the community 

plays a part. I don't know if it plays a part on the government side or the industry part. But it does, 

it does play a part by because at the end of the day, you can have all those measures to address 

cybersecurity issues without the industry I mean, the community in place but I mean, we the 

reason why we contacted cyber Island is for them to because they have a cybersecurity cluster is 

doing very well. They have jobs like loads of jobs in cybersecurity, the they are very sustainable 

when they started, they get good money from the government and right now they are very 

sustainable. So I wouldn't try and be tried to claim to be an expert. I've had a presentation by 

them, but we are looking forward to another presentation with them. So I don't know. I mean, 

after the presentation, then we, we are going to invite industry and academia like UB and other 

organizations that are interested in joining, and then it will become more clearer. But I do know 

that the I do know that they play a part but when you decide, I don't know, go into the National 

Cybersecurity strategy. These were the these issues are I mean, these pathway, they talk about the  

awareness campaigns and so on. I think that's where the maybe the they will maybe educate the 

nation about the issues of cybersecurity.  

 

Oteng Tabona   

Also, I mean, it is a good start this National Cybersecurity strategy. But obviously, they are there 

issues to it. I mean, I can't talk about them at the moment, but the people, I mean, people have a 

views about it. I mean, okay. Let me stop here. 
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Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Thank you so much Dr Tabona.  Right now, in terms of legislative instruments, what can we have 

in pushing this active regulatory bodies regulating cryptocurrency? So, this one, I'll just quickly go 

to and say, you know, crypto currencies out here, you know, is a Bitcoin? Is it ETH, is it Dogecoin? 

Um, it is coming. And eventually you I can tell you for sure, because I attended one of the IMF and 

World Bank meetings last year, and I have been talking about how banks, it'd be nice to know 

where we are over time.  

 

So any person or some of these agents come in from the chat? I wait to take two hands, Two 

questions. Anybody? Before we move to the next question? Okay, Jonathan, I see you please go 

right ahead. 

 

Jonathan Jox   

Hi, Doc. Can you hear me? Yes, yes. Yes. Okay. I want to know haha, because you know that in 

cybersecurity, usually the, I would say the weakest link is it is there is as the end users. So how do 

we because in in corporations, you find that that is that disparity between HR and service and 

security in the different organization in the sense that we usually have policies that that are 

related to cyber security, but from my end, I believe there has to be that aspect of, okay, we talked 

about, what is it? security awareness, Mr. The trainee, that has to be there. But also, there has to 

be a form of punitive measures in terms of if people don't basically follow the cybersecurity best 

practices, basically, the HR has to take certain steps to punish them to ensure that, especially for 

for repeating offenders to ensure that they don't basically, quote, what is exposed the various 

corporations that we work in. What was your take on that? And how do we actually ensure that we 

involve the various departments when we're basically looking into security? 

 

Oteng Tabona   

Alright, thank you. Thank you very much, Jonathan. Yeah, I mean, when Benson was talking earlier, 

I forgot to ask which organization and stuff maybe because you were not on, would you mind 

saying what organization you are with. So if that's okay? 

 

Jonathan Jox   

No. 

 

Oteng Tabona   

No? I'll go straight to your to your answer. I mean to your question. Normally these, these what we 

call, we call cybersecurity frameworks. So normally you have as an organization, you need to have 

the cybersecurity framework that you that you use, I mean, with a cybersecurity framework is an 
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organized a manner, I mean, approach to to to cybersecurity, you don't just start buying stuff 

without knowing how or what you're addressing, and how your organization is going to go to 

grow. Right. So, so normally those things concerning HR, and so on, they might be addressed by 

policies. And then when we have a cybersecurity framework, that's your reference point, the 

cybersecurity framework will tell you that you need 123. I mean, coming to HR, you might touch on 

HR, you find that, for example, you might have, like, you might have like suppliers come into your 

organization, you will also have those policies to guide those. So, yeah, basically, basically, you 

your reference points is the Cybersecurity Framework and the cybersecurity frameworks that are 

available. The nice the ISO, cybersecurity frameworks, they have something that touches on on 

cybersecurity, but if somebody is maybe going breaking into systems internally, I mean, some of 

the these I mean, is it illegal or so? And then you have the law of the country to address that. I 

don't know if you are happy with my answer. Jonathan. 

 

Jonathan Jox   

Yeah, no, no, thank you. It's fine. Thanks. I was more. Okay, I was more into. Okay, I understand 

that aspect of having to have frameworks and everything. But I don't know. You know, that is 

usually I don't know what I would say a challenge or wherever you basically you still you still have 

these frameworks in place. But it looks like there isn't much buy in from the various departments. 

I don't know what do you have an organization? You'd have HR you have? What is it, procurement, 

we have various departments, but still you have that framework, but they isn't that really buy in 

from these other departments? So that's, that's where my opinion, pain point is that, how would 

you be scalar push this to try to? What is better? 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Thank you so much, Jonathan. I think what you're saying is basically what [inaudible] is saying on 

the chat that I'll just read this out for my observation. Organizations mistakenly overlook that IT 

administrators who seem to be dangerously silent [inaudible] 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Rueben is here so we have 15 minutes left on our program. So we'll come back and round up and 

look at you here. Because I've just been chatting to him Rueben. I would have really loved to do 

that because he's a young, enthusiastic, passionate young person who would have really brought 

this thing together and complimented on my entire talk. But moving on through then one last 

check. Ah, okay, that makes me so sad. Because I really enjoy Reuben's perspectives. Ah, anyways, 

I we had one last hand, Thabiso, so please be brief and straight to the point so that we can wrap 

this thing up. Thank you. Thank you. 
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Thabiso Maupong   

I just really wanted to comment on Jonathan's point. I wanted to ask Jonathan but what has he 

done as the technical as a district new car person himself to make before he can even think of 

punitive measures? Unfortunately, it takes time to educate people and education is the proper 

way. And the best way of doing this, we have to move fast because of the inherent problems, but 

you cannot overlook education. Jonathan, before you even think of taking punitive measures, have 

you at least run seminars, a bi weekly, bi monthly to educate those people about the 

consequences and the dangers of them not being compliant. And again, to echo the sentiments of 

one of my colleagues, Dr. Marvin on the chat today that we've been saying this a lot that we 

people are the weakest link. And yes, we are at a point that we accept that people are the weakest 

link, but it's now our responsibility as technical people as developers, that we make sure that we 

block those gaps. And one of the like, in the gaps like the Dr. Tabona was saying is education. 

Unfortunately, education takes time. Thank you.  

 

Oteng Tabona   

Should I answer? 

 

Thabiso Maupong   

I was just commenting. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

So we're going to move forward right now. And in moving forward, after all this talk after talking, 

then what? What is next, we need to be able to track our progress we can be having these 

conversations with right now. Because we have people from [inaudible]. We have people from 

BOCRA. We have people from [inaudible]. So, um, what is next? So at this moment, I'm going to 

introduce Dr. Makhura, he is from the Computer Society of Botswana. And he's also with the 

University Of Botswana computer science department. 

 

In just your call to action, what should be our next steps? I mean, we have these webinars, these 

talks, these seminars plans for the future. But what are we supposed to do now as individuals in 

moving forward? Thank you. 

 

Onalenna Makhura   

Thank you, Agang. Thank you, everybody, for joining us this evening. I know you could all be 

somewhere doing something much more interesting. But this is really, for me to just kind of give 

you an idea of Okay, what else can we do? How do we move forward? Now, we at the Computer 

Society of Botswana, we've decided that the best way to move forward with these things is to 
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organize. So far what happened was, he mentioned critical pieces of legislature that had been put 

forward by our government. Now, the question then gets to be okay, with these kind of 

legislations that we have. 

 

How much what was it the input from the relevant stakeholders like us? Or was it only certain 

parts of our communities that were involved in this processes? Now, we believe that organizations 

such as ISOC, such as CSB, such as the cybersecurity parts of the community, are critical in that, 

and the only way to do it is to, for us to come together, and make sure that these societies have a 

voice that when we talk of when we talk, people can actually listen. 

 

Onalenna Makhura   

Just to kind of give you an example, if you will, I'm not going to go into details about the issue. But 

a few weeks ago, we noted a really, incredibly serious security loophole in one of the critical 

service providers in our country. And the problem is, I remember watching the chat on WhatsApp 

of a very good lawyer asking, okay, how do we proceed for us to proceed with issuing letters to 

say, Okay, this person says there's a security hole, please plug in before somebody takes 

advantage of it. The problem then was, okay, who's going to step forward? Right? This is where 

organizations such as ISOC and CSB coming can come in, because as an organization like this, 

we've got a much bigger voice. So we really need to organize around this. And my task here is to 

just kind of say, listen, guys, let's come together. We've got these organizations, let's make them 

powerful enough that when they go before, any organization that isn't taking things like 

cybersecurity seriously and saying listen, we've got a problem, so that they can be listened to. 

Because right now, I don't think that a lot of us who feel like we've got the power to make anyone 

take that, you know, take cybersecurity seriously.  

 

So, right now we are, we are, we are coming here and saying, Listen, join in, let's make this bigger 

than it is CSB was formed from UB, but we don't read, we really don't want to be the custodians 

for it, because we envision it as a national organization that's going to bridge the gaps across all 

the essential stakeholders. So in order for us to move forward, we need to come together. So if 

you need more information, you can contact us, I think there'll be more information later that 

we've got a Facebook page where you can go through and post questions and talk to us there. We 

are currently working on on, on putting up the website so that it's easier for you guys to get in 

touch with us. But really, we need a huge membership base. So that when we talk when we when 

when we go to people and say we are from the Computer Society of Botswana, from the Internet 

Society Botswana chapter, people really understand who we are enough for us to even have 

impact when it comes to, to national legislation for cybersecurity for pretty much all the Internet 

and information technology side of things, right. So it's really critical. And with the way COVID has 
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forced everybody to go online and do things online. As we said, cybersecurity is often the last 

thing anybody's thinking about, we really need to move these things forward so that we can we 

can make sure that everybody's on board, everybody's safe before you know organizations such 

as you know, hackers, anonymous, decided to pay us attention. And as we all know, we are way to 

open so please get in touch with us, let's make sure that we can, we can have a real voice out 

there so that everybody else can hear and know that we exist and pay attention. Thank you. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Thanks, thank you so much , Dr. Makhura, really words to live by, you know, we are definitely 

stronger together. And if you want to be part of this movement is very, very easy. And go to 

InternetSociety.org. We have people who might be interested in joining this. So we'll be sharing 

with you information on how to join the Computer Society of Botswana as well. So these are 

exciting times and it's upon each and every single one of us to rise up to the occasion. Keolebogile 

Rantsetse I'd like to call upon you now to give thank yous. Are you there? 

 

Keolebogile Rantsetse   

Yes, Agang. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Okay, awesome. Okay, so Keolebogile Rantsetse is an Internet enthusiast. She loves the Internet 

and believes that the Internet is for everybody. Keolebogile is an ICT lecturer at the Limkokwing 

University here in Gaborone, Botswana. She's an ISOC member and ICANN member as well and 

Afrinic fellowship alumni. So, Keolebogile please go right ahead and give the closing before the 

closing. 

 

Keolebogile Rantsetse   

Okay. Thank you so much. Wow, what a very informative and fruitful webinar we had. I just hope 

that we'll all be walking out of here. Feeling very empowered to keep the cyberspace secure for 

everyone without [inaudible]. So, let me take this time to appreciate and thank our guest speaker, 

Dr. Oteng Tabona, for his valuable contribution on this cyber security webinar. He shed a lot of 

light on threats and vulnerabilities that we face daily. And the good news is there's legislation, 

there are various measures that can be put into place, and we'd like to thank you for the initiatives 

that you came up with, together with your employer of course, in combating cybercrime in 

Botswana. My deepest gratitude also goes to all the attendees who helped to make the webinar a 

successful event. I've heard all your excellent presentation, your active discussion, and I want to 

conclude that the purpose of the ISP achieved, and we hope to see the implementation of relevant 

cybersecurity legislation and framework successfully executed. It won't be right if I did not extend 
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my congratulations to ISOC Botswana chapter and CSB team for hosting a very successful event, 

which brought together a range of stakeholders for discussion on this global key issue. Thank you 

very much. ISOC. Thank you CSB. Let us continue to be vigilant and ensure that our systems 

evolve to meet the ever changing threats. Thank you very much, and have a good night. 

 

 

Q so 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Thank you so much, Keolebogile. And I just wanted to say, if you can look around the call, that at 

some point we had 55/56 people in attendance, you know, they could have been anywhere. And I 

would just like to mention that, you know, University of Limkokwing, we have BIUST on the call, we 

have University of Botswana. So you can see there's a very good start. So the momentum surely, 

definitely must be kept. We also have colleagues on the call from Senegal, we have across the 

continent. So please, if you could just maybe wave with the icon so that we recognize you. ISOC is 

a very tightly knit family from across the world and this is what we said. Get together, spark 

conversations, and ultimately come up with solutions to a different communities, you know, 

relevant solutions 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

And to add to that, I'm going to do this for the last time, please. So Rueben Johnson Elias ia one of 

my favorite people to interview, and interesting because he's so intense. I just imagined myself 

being a student and being able to speak in such a panel. So it brings so much meaning. So one last 

call, Elias are you there? There's also Dr. [inaudible] from Bristol University in the UK. This is so 

exciting. Global family. 

 

Rueben Johnson Elias   

I'm here 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Wow. Okay. Yes. Can you just give not the entire presentation, but just three minutes to speak to 

this with your eye from the you know, from being a student and what it means and to be part of 

this conversation. Because sometimes, it's as if we do everything at the essence of this world are 

the ones who can really, really help us design and implement. Go right ahead. 
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Rueben Johnson Elias   

Good evening to everybody. My apologies for coming late. So I have activities to attend to. But 

that's what under the bridge. So currently, I'm a student at the University of Arizona. So I have 

deep passion about cybersecurity, but just started in 2016. And started researching and learning 

more about the cybersecurity situation in Botswana. The problem at that time, I didn't have a 

framework that we had to explore. So it depended on all the documents that did back in 2007 and 

2012. But those, those documents were not much fruitful to us. And as we go on in 2018, I think 

the government launched the cybersecurity strategy. That's the one that I'm currently following up 

at the moment. And one thing again, is that we started a society within the UB community that is 

called cyber security hub. That is aimed at raising awareness in the University of Botswana. And 

again, [inaudible] wanted to participate in that initiative of raising awareness around our students 

and children. And we also engage the [inaudible] University, and they are also on board on the 

initiative. So I think that's my brief. And what I do at the moment, thank you. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Thank you so much, Elias. Thank you. Thank you. We are so proud of the work that you are all 

doing. And we are willing and waiting to help in whatever way that we can to drive this funding 

and empower you to contribute. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

On the chat, the conversation is going on. And it just shows us the next steps need to be, you 

know, we need to have BOCRA on board, we need to have representation from government. So 

look out for invitation that will come up next, you know, after this conversation that we will 

continue to be having. And we are just not having this conversation. We want to accelerate the 

implementation. We want these policies and all of them to be implemented. And we are ready to 

help. Always ready. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Keolebogile has said it all, but again, like I said, this brings out the very best of [inaudible] because 

you are. So in Ubuntu 2.0  we have gathered here for this chat, and we hope to go on and be 

better. 

 

Agang K. Ditlhogo   

Thank you so very much for joining us. Good evening, everybody 
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