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INTER-ASIAN AFFAIRS 

NEW ZEALAND DISCUSS FISH 'DUMPING' CHARGES 

Australian Market Undercut 

VENING POST in English 19 Sep 81 p 3 

SYDNEY, Sept 18. — Australian a industry representatives go to New Zealand 
e next week in an attempt to solve prob 

Zealand orange roughy fish landing here. 
Fishermen on the eastern 

seaboard of Australia have 
been upset as the New Zea- 
land fish. largely caught by 
deep-sea joint venture con- 
cerns. has been undercutting 
(he market of locally caught 
species 

‘We will be putting the 
case for voluntary restraint 
by the New Zealanders. or 
asking therm to out the e 
of ther fish up.” Mr 
Norman Grant. marketing 
deve) t officer of the 
NSW Fish Marketing Au- 
Lhority today 

‘We have very good rela- 
tions with the New Zea- 
landers and expect to de 
able to solve it at industry 
level 

They are very conscious 
of :he problems being 
caused for us.” he said 

The orange roughy 
known bere as the sea perch 
sells in Sydney for a #hoie- 
sale price of around $NZ4 19 
a kilo. Fishermen here 
would like to see that raised 
to $NZ4 80 a kilo 

Accusations have been 
levelled that the New Zea- 
land interests are “dump 
ing the fish on the Austral 

am market. and Mr Grant 
said an officer from the Fed- 
eral Department of Primary 
Industry would be with the 
delegation and would in- 
vestigate (his aspect to see if 
a dumping inquiry was war- 
rarted 

Proof 
But he pointed out that as 

most of the orange roughy 
was caught by joint venture 
operations. primarily those 
involved with the Russians. 
and not sold on the New Zea- 
land market a dumping case 
would be hard to prove 

The influx of orange 
roughy om the Australian 
market bas hit sales of reef 
fish in Queensland and gem- 
fish and sea bream in the 
other states 

Mr Grant said that irco- 
ically it was also affect: 
sales of other traditiona: 
New Zealand fish exported 
bere which had been caught 
by inshore fishermen 

lf the Australians do not 
get satisfacuon from the 

New Zealand industry they 
could push their government 
to bring in protection and 
limit the amount of New 
Zealand fish entering Aus 
tralia. 

Earlier this month Pri- 

now captured more than 55 
percent of the domestic 
market compared with 44 
percent two years ago 

Reason 
He said the main reason 

for the increase in fish im- 
ports was the ready avail- 
ability of high-quality fish, 
~ Yoel from New Zea- 

But he warned that the 
Australian industry should 
not blame all its probiems 
on imported fish. as there 
Was a need to improve fish 
handling and marketing to 
make the Australian in- 
dustry more competitive 

ms caused by large-scale exports of New 

against imports 
Heading the industry de!- 

ation. which leaves for 
; Zealand on Monday ‘or 
a five-day visit. will be Mr 
Peter Dovie. a member of 
the NSW Fish Marketing Au- 
thority 

Others 
The others wil] be Vr 

Gramt. Mr Pat Warren 4 
fisherman from Eden on the 

NSW south coact and also a 
member «t the NSWFMA 
Mr Bill Murray genera! 
manager (operations: of the 
Queensiand Fish Board. Mr 
Norm Clarke from the Vic 
torian Fishing Industry 
Council and Primary In- 
dustry Department observer 
Perry Smith 

Thev will have talks #:th 
the NZ Fishing Industry 
Board, the Ministry of Agr: 
culture and Fishenes. snd 
other industry groups (ike 
the Federation of Com 
mercial Fishermen 

The Australian team i!) 
visit 4eilington Nelson 

Christchurch and Dunedin 



se Liington 

Joluntary Restraints Asked 

New Zealand exports of orange 
roughy have depressed fish prices on 
4ustrala to such an extert that the 
Geep Water trawlermen have had to tie 
up their boats. the leader of the Aus 
tralian Fishing Industry delegation. Mr 
Peter Doyle. said in Wellington today 

The six man delegation arrived bere 
yesterday for « fact finding mussica. 
aimed at remedying Uns situation 

“New Zealand has sold fish to Aus- 
tralia under the free trade agreement 
ang we have never objected in the 
past.” Mr Doyle said 

But we will be asking the joint ven- 
ture operators for restraints when they 
sell to Australia ~ 

If we don't get any results we will 
take the case to government and ask 
for protection under Nafta 

Mr Dovie pointed out that joint ven- 
ture operators are not permutted to sel! 
their catch on the New Zealand market. 
SO &3 Not to Compete with local com- 
mercial fishermen 

The selling of orange roughy. also 
called deep sea perch. caught by the 
jormt ventures. could result in the coi- 
apse of New Zealand's tarakihi exports 
to Austraia ~ be said 

“Far Eastern countries will not buy 
orange roughy which they cal) the diar- 
rboea fish 

VENING POST in English 22 Sep 81 p 8 

sociation, the Fish Exporters Associa- 
tion, and the NZ Federation of Com- 

Joint Venture Firm Attacked 

"hristchurch PRESS in English 16 Sep 81 p 13 

The Fishira Industry 

Roard report wtuch cleared 
yuyv ventures of Gump, 
orenge roughy on "he Austra 
anh market has been critic 
me! Dy a fishermens 

sev’'ative. Mr Bod Brown 

Tee FPederatwn of Com- 
mercial Fuohermen also re 

jec'ed ‘Se Boards statement 
that Fletcher Challenge | 

Kussian pont venure had 
beer unfairly singled out for 

crevrcism of its marketing in 

Australia 

The doard’s economics and 
marketing manager. Mr Rus 
wi! Armitage said recently 
that there was no truth m 

claims that orange roughy — 

or deep sea perch — was 
bemg dumped on the Austra 
yan market or was undercut. 

tung the price for traditional 
New Zeaiand exports 

Mir Armutage also said that 

Fietcner Chal had been 
unfairly out for 

criiersm He returned re 
cently from a trip to Aw 
tralia to investigate clams 

that increasing Sew Zealand 

fish unports were harming 
the Australian industry. and 
that exports of oran 

rowghy were affecting trac 
tional export species such a5 
tarakin 



Wellington 

[Text] 

Vir Brown. the Federatur 

of Commerrial Fishermer s 
representative on ‘he Doarc 
Sand that Gumping was going 
n 

Under the New Zeaiand- 
Austraua Free Trade agree- 
ment if any primary product 
iS put on tO another market 
below the dornestic product s 

price then it  Sumping — 
and that 1s what s happening 
m Australia te sad 

Mr Brown sad that the 

‘eder3'son Gas OO OTT 
about the “ay orange rougnhy 
was being marke'ed im 4u%- 

‘raha it should be oriwced 
“a@her s© that « woud wt 

~ormpete with Australian fish 
Australan fishermen sere 

soderstamiadiy upset at ‘he 
etfect on their products. just 
as ‘New JZeslard fisnermer 
would be if Australian fish 

uncercul their 

Vr Brown also tit out at 
Fiecnher Challenges mt 
Russian venture Fietsof 
whoch be sand Sas exporung 
meaded and gutted orange 
rwenv "0 Agstralia rather 

than processing « «to 
higher-orced fillets 

Fletcher Challenge bave 
seen cellung everyone that 
they can do their marketing 
better than anvone eise mm 
New Zealand” be sad If 
that ws the case why have 
thev been putting headed and 

gutted orange rougny im." 
Australia. ne said 

li a had been on fillet 

‘orm 2 lot of thus fuss would 
~Ot “ave happened ecause 
‘her Would hawe got a higher 
orice for st It should sever 
nave Deen that cheap 

SeiuME to long-estadlisned 
markets such as Australia 

One of the conditions for 
approval of jou: ventures 
that they seek other marnets. 
anc we certainly dont see 
Aastrala om that ght he 
<a.4 

The board will meet ex- 
perters to discuss marketing 
Strateg~es to ensure that 
there is a continued place for 
acceptable volumes of ‘rad- 
wonai exports to Aagr’ralia 
Mr Armrtage raid 

Tariff Imposition Threatened 

The Australian fishing industry dele- 
gation departec from New Zealand this 
morning convinced that discussions 
have made this country's fisting :in- 
dustry groups aware that exports of 
orange roughy have left trawlermen on 
Australias eastern seaboard in dire 
straits. 

“We won't allow joint-venture boats op 
erating 9 New Zealand waters to rum our 
ey. sand delegation leader Mr Peter 

While the suz-man delegationtrned to 
convince Fletcher Challenge to find alter- 
mative markets for the fish caught by its 
Soviet joint-venture partners. around 100 
trawiermen in the Australian port of 
Ww g tied up their boats to discuss 
the lem 

Mr Dovie quoted the general manager of 
the Russian joint venture Fletsof, Mr John 
Searle, aS saying his company did not want 
to depress the Australian market 

The orange roughy caught by FLewof 
was sellng at $300 a milo but the New 
Zealand Sealood Processors Association 
agreed t put the price up to $3.25. Mr 
Doyle sai 

They also agreed not to export it in 
head and gutted form and will send [fillets 
from now on he said 

Mr Doyle was unable to get fish ex- 
porters to agree to restrain exports volun- 

tarily during glut periods 
Aus'ralia «Ss the biggest market for the 

20.000 to 25.000 tonnes of orange roughy 
caught annualiv. he said. but alternative 
markets would have to be found 

After the Australians had met the New 
Zealand Federation of Commercial Fish- 

1068 ; 

EVENING POST in English 26 Sep 81 p 44 

ermen, the federation’s iiaison officer. Mr 
lan McWhannell. saxd. “They confirmed our 

that filleted and gutted orange 
y was disturbing a traditional market 

tor New Zealand fishermen.” 

Tariffs warning 

Uniess the situation was remedied, 
tariffs could be imposed against New Zea 
land. Mr McWhanneil said 

Mr Doyle said there were many simular- 
ines between New Zealand s and Australia 5 
inshore fishenes 

Heaven help vou if the joint ventures 
start selling their catch in New Zealand,’ 
he said 

In Brisbane yesterday. Queensland s 
Primary Industries Minister, Mr Mike 
Ahern, said that crange roughy from New 

Zeasand was “posing a serious threat to our 
domestic market 

“Some people in the trade are selling 
or roughy (also known a5 wa 
sere 0 Sweet Lip, Coral MA fo 
ramundi, be said 

“Thus substitution for Queensland's fa- 
mous seafood delicacies could do ir- 
reparable damage to the reputation of the 
Queensiand fishing industry Mr Abern 
toid the Australian Fisbenes Council 

Some fishermen in north Queens.and 
have even had their boats and bomes re 
possessed by finance 1” 
® The New South Wales aster for Agr- 
culture, Mr Jack Hailam, who also ad- 
dressed the council, said that the $28 mii- 
yon NSW oyster industry was threatened Sy 
the importauen of live oysters from New 
Zealand and blamed the “inaction of the 
fereral government. 
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AUSTRALIA 

EDITORLAL RAPS U.S. AS ‘SELFISH’ FOR BLOCKING SEABED PACT 

[Melbourne THE AGE in English 29 Sep 81 p 13 

(Editorial! 

[Text] 

the cause of free enterprise — and 
selfishness -~ the United States is blocking 

a chance to turn one aspect of the North-South 
dialogue from talk into action. Accidents of 
nature have jieft some nations much richer than 
others in resources, but the seabed, with its 
great minera) wealth, remains mostly unpegged 
and untapped. Those nations which heave no oil 
under their desert sands or iron in their 
mountains cegard the seabed as the place where 
they can stake a claim to a share of resource- 
based income. The Law of the Sea Conference 

is the vehicle for this hope. The draft 

convention's provisions on seabed mining are 

designed to operate on the assumption that 

seabed resources beyond national jurisdiction 

are the “common herntage of mankind”, the 

benefis of which are to be shared out among 

all countries, with specia! benefits for developing 

countries. President Carter had decided to 

ratify the convention, President Reagan has 
decided to reconsider “stufication. The sticking 
point for the Adcunistration is the limit the 
convention puts on access of the big US mining 
come pmerates to the seabed. 

Preparation of the draft comvenuon followed 
sevin years of negotiations involving 150 
nals. Ausirahs is credited with acting as 

one of the <hie’ mediators between the two 
maia interest groups — the rich, developed 

nations, anc the socalled Group of 77, an 
alliance of poor and underdeveloped nations 

supported by the Soviet bloc. The draft treaty 
is not perfect. It is unlikely that any nation 
agrees with all 320 clauses. Australia, for 
example, quite rightly objects to the exclusion 
from the draft of a clause forbidding nations 

-involved in seabed mining from shutting 
Australia and other land-based miners out of 
their domestic markets. But the negotiators 
adopted a consensus approach and all nations, 
a= least until President Reagan's inauguration, 

showed a willingness to compromise. 

The US. like Australia, stands to gain a 
jot from the treaty. The treaty guarantees 
savigation rights for ships of all naticas. This 

is vital for forward defence and our strategic 
imterests, ag wel] as international trade. It aiso 
grants coasts, States a 200-navtical-mile 
exclusive ecoromic zone. For Australia, that 
means unfettered access to fisheries and off shore 
ol as far as the edge of our extensive 
continental shelf. The treaty also contains 
formal laws covering marine research, pollution 
and previously disputed territorial boundaries. 

Australia’s chief negotiator, Mr Keith Brennan, 
says that in formalising what used to be a 
range of disputed rules of the sea, the convention 

will go a long way towards easing some 
international tensions. 

President Carter's chief negotiator, Mr 

Elliot Richardson, certainly thought so too when 

be said late last year that the convention was 

“the most significant single event in the history 



of pezceful co-operation and the development of 

the rule of law since the foundation of the 

Unit Nations”. Not even the Reagan 
Adminstration challenges that claim. Where 
it differs from the Carter policy is on the section 
of the convention dealing with exploitation of 

seabed resources beyond national 200-mule zones. 

Loader the treaty, an international authornty 

would be established to consider applications 
for mining rights. Mining companies would have 
to share their profits with underdeveloped 
nations. As well, a new company funded by a 

levy on all UN members, and equipped, for a 
fee, by the private mirung consortiums, would 

mine the seabed on behalf of poor nations. 
Production limits on seabed miners would 
protect the national economies of countries such 
as Zaire which are reliant on minral exports. 

this year whether the US will rejoin the 
talks and, if it does, what concessions it will 
demaod if the US insists on sailing to the 
rescue of mining interests, it should realise that 
it stands to wreck an opportunity to make the 
world safer and more just. 
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Nigel Wilson: “Record 11 Groups Seek Oil Exploration Permit”™] 

A record il groups have applied for an oil exploration permit in 

Western Ausrfralia ff-shore area between Barrow Island and Dampier. 

They have applied for tae area designated W81-6/7, an amalgamation of permit 

Woodside and Western Australian Petroleum relinquished last year. 

mament sources vesterday said recent changes in the rules covering 

ion of foreign-owned drilling rigs had sparked the huge interest. 

for Mines, Mr Jones, said it was likely that at least 30 onshore 

hore wells would be drilled in Western Australia each vear for the 
7 

©eagTs. inis is a record. 

roup bidding for acreage in W81-6/7 has proposed a work programm 

to be drilled together with seisnic surveys and dita reviewed. 

ly, this is on investment of close to $19 million. 

he weekend, .he WA Government announced that 1/7 consortiums had applied 

shore permit areas in the Carnarvon and Browse Basin. 

ation spending proposed for the six areas topped $200 million. 

the Browse Basin permits have attracted Esso Exploration and Pro 

1 third is being sought by a group led by the heavyweight new energy 

nternational Development Corporation of Australia, most interest i 

rvo irea WS1-6/7. 

permit area south of Barrow Island on which it has spent large 

e past few months establishing data for a drilling programme. 

fficials yesterday said the interest in W51-6/ was higher than 

irrounded the allocations of the Exmouth Plateau deepwater area 

L9 which resulted in Esso and BHP winning against internati 
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Si groups apeting for W81-6/ are seeking an off-shore extension : 

> - 7 ’ - : : a 
e« - . “~ o& 

‘ Barrow isianc Litieic. t the same time, of course, they are edging 

their bets because the area lies just south of the Northwest Shelf gas fieic. 



AUSTRALIA 

BRIEFS 

BASS STRAIT STUDY---The Bureau of Mineral Resources is to spend $2 million on 
a study to determine if there are still prospects of economic oil and gas dis- 
coveries in the Bass Basin. It said in a statement yesterday that in spite 
ot geological similarities between the Bass and Gippsland basins--both in Bass 
Basin. It said in a statement yesterday that in spite of geological similari- 

ties between the Bass and Gippsland basins--both in Bass Strait--only one gas 
condensate field and some oil and gas shows have so far been discovered in the 
Bass Basin--while the Gippsland Basin has produced major commercial oil and 

gas discoveries. To enable the work to be carried out, the bureau is to de- 

sign ani supervise a series of marine geophysical traverses totalling up to 
4000 kilometres to collect seismic, gravity and magnetic data, and to inter- 

pret them in terms of underlying structures far below the seabed. [Text] 
[Melbourne THE AGE in English 10 Sep 81 p 21] 

PIPELINE TRENCH CONTRACT--Woodside Offshore Petroleum Pty Ltd has awarded a 

contract for the excavation of a submarine trench for the first 23km of the 

natural-gas pipeline to be laid between Withnell Bay and the North Rankin A 
production platform. Jet Research Centre Inc, of Arlington, Texas, will exca- 

vate sections of the sea bed along the gas pipeline route within Mermaid Sound 

near the Burrup Peninsula. After placement of the pipeline in the trench, it 

will be back-filled with crushed and graded rock to protect the pipeline from 
cyclone currents in the shallow coastal waters, and the possibility of ships’ 

anchors dragging across the pipeline. Six weeks ago, a contract was let to 

i Dutch firm with John Holland as subcontrator to cover the first 32km of 

vipe with the protective layer of rock. [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN 

English 15 Sep 81 p 60] 

OIL SPILL CONTROLS--The Federal Government has decided to legislate for morse 

controls on the operation of ships to minimise oil and other pollution inci- 
dents at sea. this follows Commonwealth, State and Northern Territory agree- 

ment. [The Minister for Transport, Mr Hunt, said ministers in the Marine and 

Ports Council of Australia (MPCA) agreed to recommend that Australia accept 

the obligations under the 1973 international convention for prevention of 

pollution from ships as modified by the 1978 protocol. Following the agree- 
MPCA ministers it was proposed that the obligations be implemented by \ 

wa’ f complementary Commonwealth, State and Northern Territory legisiation. 



This will open the way for Australia to formally ratify the international 

instruments and will allow the introduction of significant advances in 

measures to prevent pollution from ships. The most important aspect of this 

is an effective halving of the permissible operational discharges of oil from 

tankers to one thirty-thousandth of cargo capacity. Mr Hunt said the provi- 

sions relating to noxious chemical substances, sewage and garbage were the 

subject of more study. [Text] [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 17 Sep 81 

p 16} 

TAIWAN BOA. VIOLATION--Brisbane--A 35-metre Taiwanese fishing boat was seized on 
the Great Barrier Reef early yesterday for alleged br ‘aches of Australian fisheries 

law. [Text] [Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 24 Sep 81 p 4] 

JAPANESE ILLEGAL SCALLOPS--Melbourne--Victoria's fishing industry has uncovered a 

Japanese attempt to sell imitation scallops containing illegal quantities of egg 
white and a Sydney wholesaler is said to have unwittingly ordered some. Japanese 
agents visited Melbourne and Sydney wholesalers about three weeks ago with samples 

of the product, which is said to contain only 6 percent scallop extract, It is 

believed the imitation scallops were made available in frozen packages at about 

$4.50 a kilogram retail compared with $7.50 a kilogram for locally produced 

scallops. Quarantine officials were alerted and an investigation is understood 
to have begun. According to the Victorian Fishing Industry Council's executive 
officer, Mr Peter Heighway, yesterday, egg wiite or egg product is a prohibited 

import. He said a Sydney wholesaler had placed an order for the imitation scallops 
but added that no one in Melbourme had bought them, Mr Heighway declined last 

night to name the Sydney wholesaler. Mr Heighway said his council obtained a 
breakdown of the imitation scallops which revealed additives used in some fast 

food lines. [Text] [Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 22 Sep 81 p 10] 

cso: 5200/7505 



INDIA 

TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRESS MADE IN OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH 

Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 24 Aug 81 pp 1, 4 

[Text] Since the mission of the research vessel Gaveshani proved a success, India 
has become a member of the small group of privileged countries with the technology 
needed to collect polymetallic nodules from the ocean bottom and to plan to utilize 

them on an industrial level. 

It will be recalled that this Indian oceanographic vessel called at Mauritius during 
its scientific cruise, headed by Dr S. Z. Qasim, director of the National Institute 
of Oceanography (NIO) based in Goa, assisted by some 15 other scientists. The first 
sample of nodules was collected by the Gaveshani on 26 January 1981, from a depth 

of 3.6 km in the Indian Ocean. 

The other countries which have the technology needed to collect nodules at such 
depths are the United States, the Soviet Union, Great Britain, Japan, the FRG and 

France. Other countries are working to join this “club” since the fact that the 
ocean depths contain vast deposits of polymetallic nodules was confirmed. 

This technology should be of interest to the island of Mauritius, which has a vast 
ocean territory in its exclusive economic zones, despite the fact that the Chagos 

archipelago as well as Tromelin Island are no longer under Mauritian control for 
well-known reasons. The research done by the Gaveshani has, moreover, aroused the 

interest of the Mauritian authorities, to judge from the warm official welcome given 
its crew when the vessel called at the port of Port Louis. A sample has even been 
sent by Mauritian researchers to the University of Mauritius. 

The nodules are objects whose varying form leads them to resemble potatoes. They 
are found at depths ranging from 3.5 to 6 km. According to estimates made to date, 

the deposits of these nodules on the bed of the Indian Ocean may cover an e~ea of 

10 million square km, representing the richest reserve of ocean nodules known except 
for that in the Pacific Ocean. 

The color of the nodules varies from dark gray to black. They contain heavy con- 
centrations of various metals of importance to industry, including copper, nickel 
and cobalt. To date, apart from the research done by the Gaveshani, no major effort 
has been undertaken to study the deposits in the Indian Ocean in detail. The researc! 
lone by the Gaveshani includes studies of the ocean bottom using remote control 
cameras and the collection of samples by special mechanical means. In this way, the 
Gaveshani scientists have collected manganese nodules at depths of from 3.6 to 4.5 kn. 

ij 



The nodules found have ranged up to 8.3 cm in size and 200 grams in weight. Their 
concentration on the ocean bottom is estimated at 1 to 5 kg per square meter, which 
the Indian scientists regard as a promising indication from the point of view of 

possible industrial use. 

In addition to collecting polymetallic nodules, the Gaveshani has also obtained 

data on the physics, chemistry and biology of sea beds, which will provide precious 

*nformation on the impact of future mining operations on the ocean environment at 

these depths. 

With the collection of the nodules by the Indian INO, an Indian project called the 

"CSIR All India Coordinated Project” has entered its second phase, in the course of 
which laboratory research will be pursued on mining exploitation. 

5157 
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Karachi DAWN in English 12 Oct 81 p 3 

(Article by Siddiq Baluch] 

[Excerpt] 

UTHAL, uct. 11: A South Korean 
Sshing \esse: was caught while 
Wawhlog near Gwadur last month. 
The vessel Woojung' was app 

rehendead by Pakustan Coast 
Guards’ speed boats and later 
handed over to  Baluchistan’s 
Directorate of Fisheries. 

According to official sources, 
all ite 23 crew members, includ- 
ing the master Gsherman, Mr 
Kwon Young, were arrested by 
the authorities for violating the 
Pakistani waters near Gwadur. 

The officials of the Provincial 
Fisheries Department impounded 
its entire eight tons of Ssh catch 
which were auctioned for Ra 

13.000 in the local market. 
The sccused persons were pro 

duced before the court of Assis 
tant Commissioner, Gwadur, 
where they were formally charg- 

ed with violating the Baluchistes 
Fisheries Ordinansce. The Ordi- 
mance prohibits SGshing or traw- 
ling of mechanised boats within 
the three-mile limit preser ed far 
unmechanised fishing boats of 
the coasta) belt. 
The court also imposed «a fine 

of Ra 53.°00 on the crew. Later, 
the South Korean fshing vessel 
was allowed to leave Baluchistan 

waters 

MECHANISED UOATS 
Fifteen Sshing boats, most of 

them Karachi-based, were also 
caught for violating the Balu- 
chistan Fisheries Urdinance. 
These boats were found trawling 
in the waters reserved for non- 

The Assistant Commissioner 
Gwadur, imposed a fine of Rs. 200 
on each crew, Rs 1.000 Nakhudas 
(Capteip oof the trawlers) end 

impounded the entire Gsh catch 
of the fishing trawiers. 
The court sentenced all the 

15 makhudas to undergo s jail 
term of 15 days each. 

The court also impounded the 
entire fish catch of these traw- 
lers which were suctioned for 
Rs 73.000. These trawlers were 
caught by the Coast Guards on 
Sept 2% and wy last. 
The trawlers were: ‘Al Lal!’ 

‘Al Rahimi’, ‘A] Hilal’, ‘Al Mou- 

ghar’, ‘Al Hamid. ‘Al Rahim’, 
‘A) Bela’, ‘Al Rashid’, ‘Al Nauror’, 
‘Al Karimi,’ ‘Al Khalid’, ‘Al Air? 
‘Al Hayder. ‘Al Kaka’, abd ‘A! 
Pindok’. 

PAKISTAN 



ISLAMIC SHIPPING PACT FINALIZED 

ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 

Jiddah SAUDI BUSINESS in English No 23, 25 Sep 81 p 13 

[Article by Ahmad Shaaban] 

[Text] 

UDAN LAST week was the 
first to sign the statute of the Islamic 

Shipowngrs Association sponsored by 
Saudi Arabia and approved by the 
Third Islamic Summit Conference in 
January 19%] in Makkah and Taf 
Signing the agreement at the General 
Secretariat of the 42-nation Organiza- 
tion of the Islamic Conference (OIC) in 
Jeddah, the Sudanese government rep- 
resentative said that his country 
strongly backs the project. OIC 
Secretary-General Habib Chatti noted 
that the association will boost trade 
among Islamic countries and help 
coordinate the OIC members stance at 
international shipping conferences. 

The association starts operating 
when 10 OIC member states have 
signed the statute prepared by Saudi 
Arabia and finalized at a shipping 
experts meeting in Karachi last 
December Kuwait has made it known 
that it will sign shortly. The idea of 
establishing such an association was 
mooted by Saudi Arabia at the 11th 
Islamic Conference of Foreign Minis- 
ters in Islamabad in 1980. And the 
K ingdoin already announced a $1 mil- 
hon donation tor the association during 
the 12th Islamic Conference of Foreign 
Ministers in Baghdad (June | through $ 
this year). Saudi Arabia will also be 
offering the headquarters in Jeddah 
and other facilities 

A combination of public— and 
private-sector shipping companies, the 
association will be funded by a fixed 
admission fee of $10,000 and a 
minimum annual subscription of 
$5,000 per member. For members with 
more than 100,000 gross registered 
tonnage (grt). the subscription will be 
increased by 20 per cent for each 
100,000 grt with a maximum of 
$10,000. 

Creation of the association was 
prompted by the overall decline in the 
tonnage of vessels owned by Islamic 
states, the difficulty of financing shi 
purchases, and the continued increase 
in freight rates and surcharges imposed 
by various shipping conferences with- 
out adequate consultation with shipper 
organizations. The importance of sys- 
tematic and effective negotiations bet- 
ween the shippers and the conferences 
on equal footing was stressed at a mect- 
ing of a group of shipping experts from 
Islamic countries in February 1978 at 
OIC headquarters in Jeddah. The 
group noted the small share of Islamic 
countries in world shipping and in the 
transport of their imporV/export trade. 
That share was found well below their 
10 per cent target for the second 
development decade defined by the 
United Nations as the one ending in 
1980. Presently only a small fraction of 
the trade of Islamic countries is trans- 



CSO: 

ported by their own vessels. This, the 
group noted, is due to the inadequate 
number of their ocean-going vessels. 
Developed countries. it was thought, 
take advantage of this situation to 
explon Islamic countries through repe- 
ated increases im freight rates and by 
carning huge amounts in foreign 
exchange through such cargo. The 
group felt that by mutual cooperation 
OIC member states could not only 
reduce the cost of sea transport, but 
also boost export trade and save hard 
currency. 
Among the recommendations of the 

group was that when trade cannot be 
carried by the vessels of a member 
State, nt should if practical be given to 
ships of another Islamic country. Trade 
between two member states should 
preferably be carried by their own ves- 
sels on shared basis, or at least using 
vessels of a third Islamic country. For 
carrying cargo to and froia third coun- 
tries, preference should be given to 
member states and ships carrying 
Islamic flags. 

The Islamic countries should evolve 
a common strategy for meeting restric- 
tive practices which the developed 
countries indulge in. Most favored 
nation treatment should be given to 
vessels of member countries. While 
employing trained manpower. member 
States should be given preference to 
each other. The member states should 
expand training facilities and share 
them for their mutual benefit. Ship- 
building and repair facilities should be 
expanded 

Islamic countries should aim toward 
having joint conference lines. Initially, 
Islamic countries should form « infer- 
ence lines on bilateral and regional 
bases. Later on, these conference lincs 
can be linked up to form a conference 
system, covering all Islamic countries 
Islamic countries should set up joint 
shipping companies and introduce 
coordinatcd freight rates; and shipping 

5200/4702 
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companies of Islamic countries should 
act as shipping agents for each other 

The new association should organize 
maritime conferences among its mem- 
bers and establish procedures to ensure 
transport quotas to the members 
according to the code conduct of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD). It will 
develop periodical, regular cargo and 
passenger services among member 
States’ ports and other ports. It will also 
advise member states on rules with 
respect to loading, unloading. cargo 
changes and related procedures im 
order t© improve and standardize 
them 

Another function of the association 
will be to suggest and advise the 
member states on administrative mat- 
ters and create and develop maritime 
codes for greater efficiency in maritime 
transport. This can be done in coopera- 
tion with specialized Islamic institu- 
tions. The association will also conduct 
studies and research in the various 
maritime transport disciplines and 
communicate the results to members to 
raise their technical standards in 
operating transport services. | can 
provide assistance in the exchange of 
technical services and maritime 
maintenance operations among com- 
panies of member states to raise the 
efficiency of their fleets. 

It can also help formulate joint plans 

to develop these fleets and procure the 
types of ships appropriate to the trade 

of each country. The association will 

moreover extend assistance to mem- 

bers in maritime safety, marine pollu- 

tion, maritime laws and marine insur- 

ance to bring them in line with interna- 

tional laws and regulations. It can also 

encourage members to deal, as a 

unified group, with unions and Islamic 

and international bodies operating in 

the field of maritime transport. In this 

way, members can participate more 

effectively in inte, ..sational seminars 



MAURITIUS 

COMPANIES DEPLORE COMPETITION OF KJREAN SHIPS 

Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 19 Aug 81 pp 1, 4 

[Article: "“Deep-sea Fishing--Salvaged or Shipwrecked?"; passages enclosed in slant- 

lines printed in boldface] 

[Text] The government and the local companies study 
stimulative measures. 

/Must the Koreans, who fish in our territorial waters and then come to sell our own 

fish back to us, be thrown out in order to stimulate the Mauritian fishing industry, 

which is currently experiencing serious difficulties? 7o this pertinent question 

the leaders of seven local fishing companies responded affirmatively in a joint 
memorandum handed to the government this week. 

It is imporcant to emphasize that the local companies prepared this memorandum at 
the express request of the Ministry of Fisheries. As a matter of fact the minister 
for fishing, Iswardeo Seetaram, has met on two occasions, within a 2-week period, 
with the directors of local fishing companies, to whom he made no secret of the 

government's concerns over the decline of this industry./ 

In their memorandum the directors of the Mauritian companies also demand, among 
other stimulative measures, a rise in the selling price of fish caught off the 
reefs (bringing it to 20 rupees per kilo for the producer) and the installation of 

acilities for fishing on St Brandon. 

nly under these conditions could Mauritius succeed in limiting the losses in the 

fishing sector, according to the Mauritian companies. 

The Mauritian fishing companies which signed the memorandum are the /Cie de Peche 

Mauricienne Ltee, Inter Island Fishing Co Ltd, Fishing Enterprises Ltd/ (currently 

in liquidation), /Mauritius Fishing Development, Talbot Fishing Co Ltd,/ and /Palma 

Fishing Company. 

The local companies’ memorandum starts out with an analysis of the causes for the 

line of the deep-sea fishing industry and its disastrous financial situation. 
ese causes, according to the companies, are: (1) too low prices offered to th ro 

iucers (the companies) for the purchase of their catches; (2) production and oper- 
ating costs; (3) the high cost of handling in the port and administrative expenses; 

et rictivity of the Korean ships; (5) the absence of infrastructures on St 



Brandon; (6) the lack of commitment on the part of the government; (7) the low pro- 

ductivity of the Mauritian fishermen and poor industrial relations; and, finally, 
the bad weather (the off-season in winter, and the cyclones). 

The competition from the Korean trawlers against the local industry is commented on 

at length by the Mauritian companies. The Koreans are accused of flooding the 
Mauritian market with their catches, which they resell at low prices to two local 

wholesalers, in order to discourage the competitors. The policy designed to permit 
foreigners to fish in Mauritian territorial waters is, according to the local com 

panies, "disastrous" both for our resources, which are “plundered,” and for our for- 

eign currency reserves. The local companies point out that the Koreans are paid in 
American dollars. This being the case, it would have been more profitable, the 
Mauritian companies explain, for the country to import the fish and pay for it in 
foreign currency units, rather than to buy our own fish with foreign currency. That 
would at least have permitted the country to keep its resources intact. 

The local companies also plead for the lifting of the import duties on spare parts 

for the boats and on certain gear classed in the Semideluxe: Category, Such a 
measure would permit modernization of the boats in order to brave the sea more 

effectively. 

The Mauritian deep-sea fishing industry is also seriously affected--still according 
to the companies--by the lack of infrastructures on St Brandon, which is supposed to 
be the fishing center for the reefs of Nazareth, Saya de Malha and Soudan. If a 

landing strip were laid out there, dormitories installed and communication facilities 

established, valuable time and considerable sums of money could be saved by the local 
companies, which would then gain in efficiency. 

We learn that Minister Seetaram stated, in the course of his discussions with the 

company leaders, that he was “anxious” about the growing number of Mauritian fishing 
boats which remain at anchor at the Bell Buoy in Port Louis, “instead of taking to 
sea. 

In order to change this situation, which is so unflattering for a country surround- 
ed by water (a maritime economic zone of 200 miles), the government will also have 

to legislate once and for all--according to the companies--in order to improve re- 
lations between fishermen and company management, on the one hand, and, on the 
other, to permit the Mauritian companies exclusively to develop our marine resources. 

Will the government have the willpower to take the necessary measures? 

9719 

CSO: 5200/5600 END 

17 




