
PRS Report— 

Near East & 
South Asia 



Near East & South Asia 

JPRS-NEA-94-03 1 CONTENTS 16 June 1994 

NEAR EAST 

ALGERIA 

Financial Protocol Signed With France [Algiers R@diO]  .........cc.cccccssccesseesessesseeseesseencenccaeessesscenseesseess | 
Gas Delivery Contract Signed With Portugal /EL WATAN 17 Apr] .o..ccccccccccssccsesscessesesesseesecesseceneees | 
Business Leaders Comment on Devaluation /EL WATAN 11] Apr] ....ccccccccccccssccssscesssessseseeceeseeeeseeees ] 
Impact of Devaluation on Private-Sector Businesses /LIBERTE 26 Apr]  .....cccccccccsssssssssscesecsceeeeenees 2 
Deficit Expected To Reach 139.6 Billion Dinars /Algiers RAdiO] ........ccccccccccccssesseeseessesseeseeseeeneeeeeees 3 
Benachenhou Comments on Privatization Issue /LIBERTE 24 Apr] ....cccccccccccccssccesssessceeseeeeseeeeeeees 3 
Annaba Businesses Face Difficulties /EL WATAN 13 Apr] ......ccccccccccccccssessesssesscesssesecesscesscenecesseeesees 4 
Oum El-Bouaghi Province Unemployment Statistics /LIBERTE 24 Apr] ...ccccccccccccccsccsseceeseseeseeeees 4 
National Employment Agency Statistics Reported /LIBERTE 15-16 Apr] ......cccccccccsscccsssesseceesteeesees 5 
Housing Sector Deficit Statistics Reported /LIBERTE 26 Apr] .o.....ccccccccccccccsseceesecesseeseceseeceseeeeseeeees 6 
Dam Projects Planned for Tissemsilt Area /EL MOUDJAHID 26 Apr] .....cccccccccccccessesseeesseseeeesseeees 6 
Sonatrach Official on Gas Exports, Debts [Algiers TV] ........ccccccccccsssseesscescessesseesseeeteesecseeeeeesseeeneeees 7 

IRAQ 

Hasan Al-Chalabi on Sanctions Against Saddam Husayn 
ID STE GOUREPEET GF GENEID ceneeceicszevscteccrescensesisercovessenstenvenseenseneeatsoneseeneestetadeecnesrtasens 7 

KUWAIT 

Report Discloses Debt Dispute /London AL-HAYAH 14 May]  u....ccccccccccscssscsssescesscesseseeessceneeeseeeeees 10 

LEBANON 

Fadlallah on Islamic Issues /London AL-MAJALLAH 5 Jun] wiccccccccsscccsscssssssssssessssssscesssesseceesseseneeees 11 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Expansion of Power Stations in Mecca, Medina /London AL-HAYAH 12 May]  .....c.scsccsceeccereeeees 15 

SUDAN 

Al-Mahdi on His Detention /London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 27 May] u..cccccccccssssssessessersesseeseeneeeees 15 

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 

COBRETE FUSE TRUBETTS GR EGRGIIT THUBTVUITID ccceccescccercesccsescccssesscsscccsssesescsccscccsescssccccsccsssscssessensseccosens 17 
Al-Dali, Al-Asnaj Discuss Unity /AL-SHARQ 9 May] u.....cccccccsccccsssssscesecsseccssscseessseseeseesreesenees 17 
Al-Ahmar Blames YSP for Igniting Crisis /AL-SHARQ 10 May] .......cccccccsccescsssseeseessseeteees 17 
Al-Zandani Chastises YSP for Crisis Role /AL-SHARQ 14 May]  ......ccccccccsssccssssssssssseenesseseees 18 

Islamic Dimensions of Current Crisis Cited /London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 21 May] ..........000+ 19 

SOUTH ASIA 

INDIA 

Stinger Missile Recovered in Kashmir /THE TIMES OF INDIA 11 May]  .o.ccccccccscccsccescesssesceesseenees 21 
Israel Offers Aid for Kashmir Border Control /THE TIMES OF INDIA I] May] ......:.sc.sccccecceeees 21 
Government Reiterates Stand on Tibet /THE HINDU 10 May]  .....c..ccccccscsesssssssssessessessceessesesesensenes 22 
Reserve Bank Credit Policy for 1994/95 Announced /THE SUNDAY STATESMAN I5 May) ...... 22 



JPRS-NEA-94-031 

IRAN 

16 June 1994 2 

Ministry Announces 1993/94 Export Target Achieved /THE STATESMAN 5 May]  ..........0:c0000000+ 23 
States Sign Pact on Sharing of Yamuna Waters /THE STATESMAN 13 May] .........:cc0ccccc000e0ee0000e 23 
Rao Absence at Mandela Inauguration Scored /THE HINDU 11] May] ......cc.cccccccsccesseseseeeeeeeeeeeeeees 23 
Bill on Electoral Reform Finalized /THE HINDU 11] May] .......ccccccccccccsssesssscessessessesseeseeeeceseeeeseenees 24 
V.P. Singh’s Reluctance Toward JD Leadership Explained /RAJASTHAN PATRIKA 17 May). ..... 25 
Akali Dal-Longowal Rejects New Party /THE STATESMAN 5 May] ....c..cccccssscssssesssseeseesseeeeeeessens 26 
New Jharkhand Party Gains Popularity /THE STATESMAN 11 May]  ......cccccccscssssseeceessceseseeeeseeees 26 
Sikh Student Factions Merge Into National Body /THE STATESMAN 13 May] ............cccccc0c000000 27 

Iranian Workers in Japan in Deplorable Conditions /London KEYHAN 9 Jun] ......c..ccccccccceeeceeeeees 27 
Imports Reach $7 Billion Mark /London KEYHAN 9 Jun] ......ccccccsscsccsscsssssssssscsesessssssesseseescesceceeeees 28 
Passenger Control at Country’s Airports Reduced /KEYHAN-E HAVA] 27 Apr] ....ccccccccccccceeceeeeees 28 
Small Units To Be Constructed for Young Couples /KEYHAN-E HAVA] 27 Apr] .......ccccccccc0c000000 29 
Esfahan Steel Plant Income Reaches $131 Million /KEYHAN-E HAVA’ 18 May] ........0:c0cc00c0000000 29 
Steel Companies’ Losses Estimated at $2.5 Billion /London KEYHAN 9 Jun] .........cccccccccsseseseeeeees 29 
Telephone Rates Within Country Increasing /London KEYHAN 9 Jun] ....c..cccccccccsssesccsseesseeeeseeneeees 30 



JPRS-NEA-94-031 

16 June 1994 

ALGERIA 

Financial Protocol Signed With France 
LD2605 191394 Algiers Radio Algiers Network in Arabic 
1830 GMT 26 May 94 

[Text] A financial protocol to the value of 200 million 
French francs has been ratified today in Paris between the 
Algerian and French Governments. The protocol was 

signed for the Algerian side by the director general of 
foreign financial relations at the Ministry of Finance. 

This agreement would allow Algerian operators to obtain 

French-made pharmaceutical products for a period of 
three years. This agreement acquires a special significance 

because it comes at a time when Algeria is preparing itself 
for starting talks at the beginning of June with the Paris 
Club on rescheduling its general debts. 

Gas Delivery Contract Signed With Portugal 
94AF0201B Algiers EL WATAN in French 17 Apr 94 
ps 

[Article: “Algeria-Portugal Gas Sales Accord Signed”’} 

[Text] The general manager of Sonatrach [National Com- 
pany for the Tran sport and Marketing of Hydrocarbons], 
Mr. Abdelhak Bouhafs, has every reason to feel satisfied. 
Yesterday morning, when he joined his Portuguese coun- 
terpart, Mr. Elia da Costa, president of Portugal’s Transgas 
consortium, in signing the contract to sell Algerian natural 
gas to Portugal, he “clinched” two of Sonatrach’s major 
objectives. 

The contract signed yesterday provides for delivery of 2.5 
billion cubic meters [m*] of natural gas to Portugal over a 
24-year period beginning third quarter 1996. The accord is 
‘a follow-on to the draft accord signed by Sonatrach and the 
Portuguese Government on | July 1993. With this accord, 
Sonatrach will have found buyers for all the natural gas it 
can produce, thus meeting its goal of doubling natural gas 
exports by 1996. Sonatrach now has firm contracts with 
commercial partners to sell 58 billion m°* of gas beginning 
in 1996, compared to current sales of 30 billion. 

Yesterday’s accord was the final document to be initialed 
before moving ahead with construction of the great Magh- 
reb-Europe Gas Pipeline project (GME), which will trans- 
port Algerian natural gas to Morocco, Spain, and Portugal 
starting sometime in the second half of 1996. With the 
signing last Thursday of two $200-million agreements 
between Sonatrach and two U.S. banks, Eximbank and 
City Bank, to finance the Algerian segment of the GME, 
the last hurdle standing in the way of the project has been 
overcome. 

The satisfaction of Sonatrach executives was clearly visible 
yesterday at the Djenane El-Mithak residence where the 
contract was signed, all the more since they had been 
subjected to violent media attacks, in several European 
(and even American) publications, aimed at discrediting 

Sonatrach and obstructing realization of the project. The 
general idea propagated in this denigration campaign was 
that in the current political and security environment, 
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there is no guarantee Algeria will be a safe and reliable 

supplier for its clients, or that adequate security be pro- 
vided for foreign technicians coming to Algeria for the 

construction phase of the pipeline project. 

The strong commitments made by the Algerian Govern- 
ment finally won over the Bechtel company (United 
States}—which is supposed to build the Algerian segment 

of the GME—Eximbank, City Bank, and ultimately the 
Portuguese buyer. 

Sonatrach executives also have every reason to be pleased 
with the Portuguese Government's decision to allow 

Sonatrach to acquire a partnership interest in Transgas, 

the consortium that will operate the Portuguese natural gas 

distribution system. In biief remarks to journalists yes- 

terday after the signing ceremony, Mr. da Costa confirmed 
Sonatrach’s capital participation in Transgas, predicting 
the consortium will benefit from Sonatraclh s know-how in 
the natural gas domain. 

The fact that negotiations between Sonatrach and the 
Portuguese authorities unfolded “in an almost unprece- 
dented spirit of cooperation and dialogue,” as Mr. da 
Costa termed it yesterday, was doubtless partly respon- 

sible for Sonatrach being the first foreign partner chosen 
to participate in the capital of the Portuguese consortium. 

Portuguese interests control 51 percent of Transgas’s 

capital, which 1s also open to other foreign companies. 

Business Leaders Comment on Devaluation 

94.1F0201D Algiers EL WATAN in French 11 Apr 94 
p3 

[Article by Ghania Oukazi: “Consequences of Dinar’s 
Devaluation” } 

[Text] The recent devaluation of the dinar has had a mixed 

reception from public-sector employers, some believing it 
will stimulate domestic economic activity... 

This view was expressed by Mr. Mustapha Mekkideche, 
president of the Exporters Club, who believes the currency 
devaluation will stimulate exports dramatically and trigger 
a wave of new investment. 

Also, he believes it would be wise to draw up an action 

program to stabilize economic conditions and thus curb 
inflationary trends. In addition, Mr. Mekkideche believes 
it important to implement companion measures to keep 
key macroeconomic variables in balance. 

However, he concedes exporters will have to pay more for 
raw materials—which means, in his opinion, there will be 
substantial foreign exchange losses, which the state is not 
prepared to offset. The export spokesman noted that 

enterprises in the sector will have difficulty obtaining 
credit. All evidence to date suggests this will slow down 
many of their activities. 

Mr. Mekkideche also thinks that to derive full benefit from 
the devaluation, it is important not to raise workers’ wage 

scales. Moreover, exporters hope to see rapid implemen- 

tation of a scheme to insure them against foreign exchange 
losses 
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The president of the exporters’ group emphasized that the 
accord between Algcria and the IMF is broadly satisfac- 
tory, in that hydrocarbon losses will be offset. That being 

the case, Mr. Mekkideche concludes by voicing the hope 
that the financial infusions will not be used to finance 
nonproductive activity or reestablish an economy based on 
State investment. 

Meanwhile, the UNEP [National Union of Public Entre- 
preneurs] said through spokesperson Ahmed Benyounes 
that the recent devaluation of the dinar came as no 
surprise, although it seemed somewhat larger than neces- 

sary. 

According to Mr. Benyounes, devaluation will only aggra- 
vate the state’s already serious liquidity problems. For 
example, he says the attendant increase in cost of raw 
materials will block further progress in many tnittatives. 

Even so, Mr. Benyounes remains optimistic and noted the 
positive effects of the devaluation. He believes, for 
instance, that it will facilitate Algeria’s integration into the 
international marketplace. 

However, he maintains that rigorous management of 
resources 1s essential for national economic recovery. 

UNEP also appealed for broader consultations between 
the social partners to increase administrative efficiency at 
the local level and fully implement the increasingly vital 

industrial restructuring. 

ADEM [The National Employment Agency] for its part 

believes that to avoid loss of valuable time—since freeing 
up prices charged by monopolies that have not yet been 

restructured could lead to a social explosion—the govern- 
ment needs to demonstrate its commitment to change by 
moving quickly from a statist system based on investment 
in public-sector monopolies to a competitive market 
economy that will stimulate creativity by recognizing 
labor’s real value in our society. 

During the standby or observation period, Algeria must 
implement a stabilization policy to resorb the excess 
money in the economy by putting an end to excessive 

public-sector outlays, a courageous solution to the stupen- 

dous deficits of public-sector enterprises. 

While at the same time implementing far-reaching struc- 
tural reforms in every domain: administration, Customs, 

tax policy, and banking, to name only a few. 

The state, during this transition period, has an important 
stabilizing role to play, harmonizing economic efficiency 
with social cohesion and working to make the social safety 
net more effective in the fight against exclusion and 
poverty. 

But the most effective social protection is renewed invest- 
ment. This in turn will require establishing a national 
clearinghouse to prevent the combination of an activist 
monetary policy and a selective budgetary policy from 

leading to blockages in the economy. The clearinghouse 
should be part of a strategy that is clearly defined over 
time, adapting tactics to the strategic objective of 
increasing collective prosperity. 
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Impact of Devaluation on Private-Sector 
Businesses 

94AF0200C Algiers LIBERTE in French 26 Apr 94 p 2 

[Article by Samir Knayaz: “450 Private Companies Left 
Dangling’’] 

[Text] To gain access to new lines of credit for financing 
imports, companies must show they are financially 
sound... 

This is one of the most important conditions contained in 

the 10 import-financing measures that went into effect 
upon the dissolution of the Ad Hoc Committee. But it 

turns out that at least 450 private enterprises, despite the 
fact they are investing in so-called priority sectors or 
import substitution, will not be able to benefit from these 
finance modalities. As things stand now, they find them- 
selves seriously indebted due to foreign exchange losses 
occasioned by the devaluation of the dinar. 

Exchange losses result from fluctuations in the value of the 
national currency against hard currencies. In the case of 
Algeria, the problem for private enterprises first arose in 
1991, when the government of Mr. Mouloud Hamrouche 
devalued the dinar, and no concrete solution has yet been 
found. The results have been catastrophic for private- 
sector enterprises, since they have been obliged to pay back 
three, four, even five times the amount of loans extended 
to them. The situation has been such that a number of 
companies filed bankruptcy. Public-sector enterprises, 
though hit equally hard by the problem, were given more 
support. 

Several tens of billions of dinars were injected into them to 
make up for their losses, while nothing was done to 
cushion the shock for those in the private sector. 

This dichotomy—which national authonties deny but that 
is nonetheless a reality—has aroused the wrath of private 
investors. 

With the installation of Mr. Ghozali as head of govern- 
ment to replace Mr. Hamrouche, private entrepreneurs 

began to hope for a final resolution of the question. Mr. 
Ghozali had promised to deal with the issue by instituting 
the famous tripartite commission (government-National 
Union of Algerian Workers-employers). But things 

dragged on, and the problem was left hanging. 

Mr. Belaid Abdesselam, Ghozali’s successor, made a sim- 
ilar promise on 6 February 1993 in a meeting with 
employer representatives. 

But while exchange losses of statal enterprises were com- 
pletely resorbed as part of public-sector financial reform, 
the estimated 3 billion dinars in losses sustained by the 
private enterprises was ignored. In late 1993 another head 
of government, Mr. Redha Malek, proposed a “solution” 
that in fact would have served only to aggravate matters 
and bury private enterprises deeper in debt: a rescheduling 
of debt service over a 7-year period with interest set at 11.5 
percent. 
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This solution was never implemented, though, since the 
companies concerned rejected it. So four governments 

have come and gone while the exchange rate problem 

remains. Why? The CAP [Algerian Employers Confedera- 

tion] monitoring committee, which was instituted recently 

to find a solution to the problem and met yesterday at the 

Hotel Aurassi, savs quite simply: “There is a calculated 

campaign to destroy the private manufacturing sector. It 
would take only a single decision to save it, as was the case 

with our Tunisian and Moroccan neighbors, but it seems 

no one wants to do so. Paralyzing the private sector means 

paralyzing the country’s progress toward economic 
opening. something that some decisionmakers do not 

want.” The committee, which represents about 450 enter- 

prises employing 20,000-25,000 workers, is calling once 

again on authorities to come up with a formula that would 
permit all economic operators to integrate exchange risk 

into their production and investment decisions. 

In that context, the committee 1s asking for an uncondi- 

tional payoff of the exchange losses, with the resulting 

obligations to be rescheduled through primary banks at 

concessional interest rates. 

Will their appeal will heard this time? Will the issue at last 

be resolved? At this point, it 1s up to the government of Mr. 
Sifi to answer such questions, for the future of several 
hundred enterprises and several thousand employees 1s at 

stake. Another issue up for decision ts whether to end once 

and for all the public-private-sector dichotomy that has 
become an integral part of our economic system. 

Deficit Expected To Reach 139.6 Billion Dinars 

LD2605 224394 Algiers Radio Algiers Network in Arabic 
2200 GMT 26 May 94 

[Text] The current year’s supplementary financial law, 

endorsed by the Council of Ministers last Monday, antic- 

ipates overall revenues of about 474.1 billion Algerian 

dinars against expenditures amounting to about 613.7 
billion dinars—that is, an estimated deficit amounting to 
139.6 billion Algerian dinars. 

In comparison with the original financial law, the sources 

of the overall budget have risen by 15.6 percent and the 

expenditures by 14.6 percent. The budget’s overall level 

has risen from 125.3 billion dinars to 139.6 billion Alge- 
rian dinars. 

Benachenhou Comments on Privatization Issue 

944F02014 Algiers LIBERTE in French 24 Apr 94 p 2 

{Article: “Industrial Restructuring”’] 

{ Text] “Privatization, meaning the total transfer of state 

ownership, is not what we have in mind at the moment.” 

The author of this statement is the minister for industrial 
restructuring and participation, Mr. Mourad Benachen- 

hou. [sentence as published] 

He also told CHAINE III that he did not consider himself 
the minister for privatization. More specifically, Mr. Ben- 

achenhou said his ministry’s mission is not privatization 
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but rather redesign: to analyze the current state of the 

industrial plant and other economic activities and propose 

a reorganization to facilitate increased productivity. 

The minister added that his department has no intention 
of drawing up a reorganization policy in a vacuum. Quite 
the opposite: He envisages consulting al] parties con- 
cerned, including the UGTA [General Union of Algerian 
Workers]. “The ministry will elaborate a policy that will 
have greater impact on the Algerian economic landscape 
and on all the social partners, who are extremely impor- 

tant, since the, represent the great mass of workers. The 
latter will be consulted and have the opportunity to 
express their views about reorganization oi the industrial 

plant.” The minister noted that the objective of restruc- 
turing the economy is to increase the productivity of the 

industrial plant, whether it be publicly or privately owned. 

“We must recognize that the industrial sector needs reor- 

ganization to increase productivity and modernize the 

productive plant. It 1s growth of the existing plant, quite 

apart from the question of its ownership, that will ensure a 

return to economic growth, create jobs, and stabilize the 
value of the dinar,” said Mr. Benachenhou. According to 
the minister, two factors must be considered in reorga- 

nizing the sector. First, existing productive potential must 

be maintained. “Deindustrialization under the cover of 

restructuring is out of the question.” Second, reorganiza- 

tion must reinforce employment, not lead to its disappear- 

ance. 

At the time Mr. Benachenhou was installed in his new 

position, he said among other things that there was a need 
to come up with industrial restructuring options compat- 
ible with Algerian realities. The secretary general of the 
UGTA has proposed that priority go to:creating employee 
shareholderships. , 

Regarding the effects of the IMF accord on economic 
recovery, the minister said Algeria has the resources to 

recover if it meticulously implements the IMF stabiliza- 

tion policy. Even a simple debt rescheduling would be 

enough to put Algeria on the road to economic recovery, if 
the rescheduling covers a long enough period to allow for 
consolidation. 

The negotiations expected to begin in the next few weeks 
with the Paris Club on rescheduling medium and !ong- 
term official debt could lead to a $4 billion reduction in 
debt service for 1994 and an additional $1 billion reduc- 
tion between now and the March 1995 expiration of the 

standby agreement; without such relief, it is estimated that 
debt service for the current year would amount to $9.5 

billion. 

Referring to the secrecy surrounding the contents of the 

letter of intent sent to the IMF—some of the social 

partners seem to be critical of the government on this 
score—the minister said the letter contained “a number of 

measures whose effectiveness cannot be assured unless 
they remain confidential until implemented.” 

“The contents of the accord will only be made public.” Mr. 
Benachenhou added, “insofar as it is determined that 
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disclosure would not prejudice national interests or be 

exploited by a minority for purposes of profit.” 

“It 1s a question of collective responsibility,” he con- 
cluded. 

Annaba Businesses Face Difficulties 

944F0201C Algiers EL WATAN in French 13 Apr 94 

p 3 

{Article by A. Diahali: “Annaba: When the Fabric of the 
Economy Unravels...”"] 

{Text} Oran—Annaba, one of the country’s most impor- 

tant economic development hubs, is on the verge of 
foundering. The steelworking capital ts leaking at every 

seam, as indeed it should be, since a large number of 

enterprises, having taken on too much debt, have gone 

under. 

The consequences of a decade of extreme mismanagement 

are going to end up destroying the last vestiges of its 

ecoromic potential. One by one, wilaya-owned, parastatal, 
and state-owned enterprises have been shaken by labor 

crises that have seriously compromised their future, means 

of production have been sabotaged or shut down for 

diverse reasons, bank accounts have been blocked, and 
equipment has been sold off cheap to local or foreign 

buyers. 

Enterprises like Ferrovial, Real-Sider, Enriest, Ferphos, 

Ecotec, Enafroid, and many others are begging the banks 

for money to pay workers’ wages and desperately seeking 

even the smallest contract to write into their almost empty 

order books. 

The two state-owned companies, Asmidal and Sider, are in 

a tight corner. The first, operating in the red, financially 

unhinged. and burdened by a swollen personnel roster, 

survives only by tapping the public treasury. The second, a 
veritable monster of heavy industry, manages somehow to 

limp along with its decrepit equipment and 50 percent 

manpower excess, reeling under the weight of utopian 

projects. The Bellar project (Jie!) 1s probably typical: 
Although the project seemed feasible in the 1980's, what 

was supposed to become Algeria’s second-largest steel- 

working complex has been abandoned to its fate after tens 

of billions of dinars were plowed into it. 

Corruption, Malfeasance 

Beyond the economic recession that 1s generally blamed 
for the current situation, one must consider the fact that 
some of the enterprises implanted or represented in the 
wilaya of Annaba have been weakened by poor business 

management, embezzlement, and other sorts of malfea- 
sance that have ended up in the courts (Edimco, Orelait, 

Emifor, Sidal, Asmidal), or stirred up scandals in APCs 

[people’s communal assemblies], technical agencies, the 

customs service, banks, etc., altogether depriving public 
coffers of billions in revenue. 

The two largest scandals to date, the container scandal at 
the port of Annaba—still a murky affair—and Orelait 

Annaba’s importation of date-expired powdered milk and 
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palm oil, are very significant in terms of the way they were 

handled. Whereas the former scandal 1s still in the courts, 
no one—neither the participation fund, nor the board of 
directors, nor the state as principal shareholder—has 
demanded that Orelait account for this palm oil, which 
was too old to sell only a few months after being unloaded 
at the port of Annaba. 

Annaba has certainly seen a record number of corruption 

and malfeasance scandals. The ceramics and wood for the 
19 May stadium complex, the concrete benches now 
adorning villas in Chrea, near Blida, the large quantity of 

cement originally destined for Maquam Echahid for the 
Seraidi road and diverted to the construction of “si flen” 
{as published]: Resource diversions and abuses of power 
were an everyday reality between 1985 and 1990, but the 
perpetrators have never been “punished.” 

In 1994, in addition to business failures and bankruptcies 

(due in part to poor management), arson has gutted the 
plants of socioeconomic units such as Enatb, Ecotec, the 
Civil Protection Unit of Drean, the Annaba APC, EPEA 
[expansion not given], Sonelgaz, ENATB [expansion not 

given} and Ecotec at Oued Zied. 

As if that were not enough, the future of other units has 
been thrown into serious doubt by labor conflict, some- 

times latent but in other cases flaring into open confron- 

tation—for example, at National Highway Transport 
Company/Chaiba, where workers have been on strike since 
5 April, and Hydro-Transfert, where tools were downed on 
10 April. 

Oum E!I-Bouaghi Province Unemployment 
Statistics 
944F0200E Algiers LIBERTE in French 24 Apr 94 p 9 

[Article: “Oum El-Bouaghi: Specter of Unemployment”’] 

[Text] What sort of employment policy is needed when 
78.57 percent of job seekers are between the ages of 16 and 
30? 

The population of the wilaya of Oum El-Bouaghi ts close to 
500,000, and the growth rate is 3.06 percent, which far 
outstrips the national rate (2.72 percent). As of 1993, the 
labor pool was about 111,380 (including active job seek- 

ers), which means actual jobholders in the various sectors 
number only 85,844. 

The number of unemployed in the wilaya is 25,496 (offi- 
cial figure), which means an unemployment rate of 22.08 
by conventional calculations; it also means that 5.27 
percent of the total population of the wilaya are without 
jobs, and only one out of every 6 people is working, so the 
dependency ratio is 6 to 1. 

According to the manpower office, there are 1,890 persons 

seeking jobs. This figure breaks down by dairas as follows: 
810 people in the daira of Ain Beida, 283 in Meskiana, 452 
in Ain M'lila, 385 in Oum El-Bouaghi (we note that the 
highest figure is for Ain Beida, which is not realistic). 

The actual »umber of job seekers is much greater. For 
example, the number of youths dropped from the 3 AS 
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high-school rolls is 2,029—all of them good prospects for 
joblessness. Young people aged 16-30 account for 78.57 
percent of the unemployment (a veritable social disaster, 
compared to other wilayas in the country). 

The job market for the entire wilaya of Oum El-Bouaghi is 
about 43,000, a figure that reflects the nonexistence of 
statal or private productive investment, as well as the 
almost total absence of employment policy at the govern- 
mental or wilaya level. 

The supply of unfilled jobs breaks down by daira as 
follows: 182 for Ain Beida, 96 for Meskiana, 109 for Ain 
M’lila, 87 for Oum El-Bouaghi. Is this enough to resorb all 
the unemployment in the wilaya? Sectorally, employment 
in the wilaya breaks down as follows: 26,750 jobs in 
agriculture (31.14 percent), 11,256 in construction and 
water works (13.10 percent), 7,282 in industry (8.47 per- 
cent, which reflects the weakness of the industrial sector 
and its marginality), and 40,596 in the tertiary sector 
(which does not create jobs and economic growth). Admin- 

istration, commerce, and services account for 47.26 per- 
cent of employment. These figures suggest there is a total 
lack of industrial investments to remedy the unemploy- 
ment problem. 

In the face of these statistics, would it not be a good time 
to give new impetus to agriculture and construction, the 
biggest users of manpower? Recovery in these two sectors 
could alleviate unemployment at least to some extent. 

“You cannot talk philosophy with starving people. We 

want something concrete,” quipped one unemployed 
youth. An outburst that captures well the current attitudes 
of youth. 

National Employment Agency Statistics Reported 
94AF0200B Algiers LIBERTE in French 15-16 Apr 94 
p7 

[Article: “Jobs. Disparity Between Placements and Job 

Supply”) 

[Text] The National Employment Agency (ANEM) says 
the disparity is explained by employers’ need for workers 
with skills. 

While 36,537 employment applications were recorded in 
fourth quarter 1993, only 12,383 jobs were offered and 
10,030 placements were made, according to statistics from 
ANEM. Examination of ANEM’s statistics shows that only 
about one out of three applications was successful and 
about one out of four job seekers placed. 

The 19-percent disparity between placements and supply 
is explained, according to the agency, by employers’ need 
for employees with professional experience and seniority. 

A breakdown of the statistics on job seekers (36,537), 

whose numbers were up 17.61 percent from the previous 

quarter, shows only 16.24 percent were women, while 
83.76 percent were men. Nearly half the job seekers (46.32 
percent) were youths aged 16 to 25. 
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Close to 5 percent of applicants are university level, 24.10 
percent have no education, 48.80 percent have a primary 

school education, and 21.96 percent have some secondary 

schooling. ANEM notes a 47.42-percent increase in job 
applications from persons who have university degrees. 

Job seekers with some middle-school or high-school edu- 
cation were even more numerous during the period, their 
numbers increasing respectively 20.8 and 40.1 percent 

from third quarter 1993. 

However, 54 percent of applicants have no skills and 40.53 
percent are highly skilled workers or foremen, while high- 
level technicians and managerial personnel accounted for 

only 5.42 percent of ernployment applications. 

Out of the total supply of jobs (12,383), a figure that was 
21.5 percent larger than the corresponding third quarter 

figure, only 43.72 percent were for permanent positions, 
compared to 56.28 for temporary employment. Buildings 
and public works and industry were the biggest purveyors 

of employment, accounting for 41.86 and 33 percent of 
total supply, respectively. 

Growth in these two sectors was 7.5 and 17.5 percent, 

respectively. Agriculture has also seen a tangible increase 
in positions available (up 97.36 percent), while ANEM 

reports a 28-percent decline in the transport sector. With 
regard to placements (10,030, up 17.5 percent), the agency 
noted that 85.51 percent of jobs went to men, against 14,49 
percent that went to women. According to ANEM, the 
difference is explained by the nature of specific position 
requirements. Also, 80.68 percent of total placements were 
with public-sector employers, versus 15.12 percent with 
domestic private employers, and 4.20 percent with foreign 
private-sector firms. 

Of jobs actually filled, 39.07 percent (3,919 jobs) were 
permanent in nature, while 60.93 percent (6,111 jobs) were 
temporary. 

Foreigners Hired 

During fourth quarter, work authorizations were approved 

for 1,056 foreigners, a 6.63-percent increase over the 
previous quarter. 

Workers from the CIS were the largest group with 209 
authorizations, followed by Moroccans with 160 and 
Frenchmen with 100. 

Eighty authorizations were approved for Italians, 58 for 
Tunisians, 36 for Spaniards, and 35 for Americans. The 

other 378 were divided among a number of nationalities. 
ANEM indicated that during tie same period 417 new 
work permits were delivered, 481 renewed, and 158 dec- 
larations recorded for French and Tunisian workers, who 
are not subject to work permits (100 for Frenchmen and 58 
for Tunisians). 

Also, 577 breaches of contract were recorded, and 10 work 

permits refused. 



Housing Sector Deficit Statistics Reported 
944F0200D Algiers LIBERTE in French 26 Apr 94 p 2 

[Article: “Housing Shortage, Health Sector Problems”’} 

| Text] It has been learned there is a shortage of 1.2 million 
housing units... 

In less than two days, the new head of government has 
conferred with officials in two sectors where the alarm 
bells are already ringing. 

Mr. Mokdad Sifi intends to make the health and housing 
sectors important policy areas. The housing issue was 

discussed yesterday at Government House, at the prime 
minister's meeting with several members of the govern- 
ment and officials in concerned departments. 

The meeting afforded an opportunity for a diagnus's of ills 
plaguing the sector. 

It was disclosed there is a shortage of 1.2 million housing 
units, while the rate of construction is at best 40,000 units 
per year, though the pace was as high as 90,000 in the early 
1980's. 

Also, it was reported that the productive plant as a whole 

is in sad shape, as a result of swollen personnel ranks and 
a deficit equal to 130 percent of annual turnover. 

Emphasis was placed on the inadequacy and irregularity 
that plague provisioning of construction materials, a com- 
mercial sector where 55 billion centimes are siphoned off 
by various intermediaries. 

Also raised was the issue of insufficient land on which to 
build, owing to cumbersome regulations, confusion 
regarding the roles played by various administrative 
offices, and inconsistent financing practices. 

This review of the state of affairs led several meeting 
participants to advance a number of suggestions to facili- 
tate implementation of the current housing program and 
rapid completion of urban development plans for all urban 
concentrations of more than 50,000 inhabitants. 

It was decided to establish intersectoral working groups 
with a view to resolving, on an urgent basis and within a 
specific timeframe, the diverse bottlenecks in land avail- 
ability, financing, construction materials, and production 
plant. 

At the end of the meeting, the head of government also 
pledged to organize a second meeting to evaluate the work 

accomplished and take the most appropriate practical 
steps to revive the housing sector. 

Several initiatives need to be approved—and imple- 

mented—to get the sector out of its present quagmire. 
These include easing financial constraints that weigh on 
housing enterprises, reforming the said enterprises, 
reviewing construction standards, and—before anything 
else—establishing a genuine national development policy. 

Health, the other sector to which the new head of govern- 
ment plans to give priority attention, was also discussed; 
the sector is weighed down by innumerable problems 
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having to do with both human and material resources, and 

it undeniably suffers from poor management of what 
resources are available. 

The prime minister's laudable initiative to deal with two 
such thorny issves as health and housing will unquestion- 
ably need to be followed up by monitoring in the field. The 
alarm has been sounded. 

Dam Projects Planned for Tissemsilt Area 
94AF0200A Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
26 Apr 94 p9 

{Article: “Hydraulics Projects in Tissemsilt’’] 

[Text] Water, that rare commodity, gets a lot of attention. 
Its rational management requires investments... 

In that context, and for the year under way, the Hydraulics 
Directorate has decided on an action plan that includes 
strengthening the potable water system (AEP) and cap- 
turing and mobilizing more water resources. Specifically, 
the plan involves 19 projects either already launched or 

soon to be started, which among other things will increase 
water resource mobilization capacity in the locality of 
Ammar and bring potable water from the Theniet El-Had 
AEP to the communes of Guisba, Laayoun, Ferradj, and 
Khemisti. The latter project, which has been entrusted to 
the Hydro-Projet company, is already under way. 

Another project in this sector involves bringing potable 
water for the locality of Lardjem from wells in Rechaiga 
(Tiaret wilaya) via Tissemsilt. This operation has finally 
put an end to the problem of potable water supply for the 

daira’s chief town, which is situated about 40 km from 
Tissemsilt. 

Previously, potable water was brought to the town in tank 
trucks. The system is operated by by the Tissemsilt Water 
Production and Management Enterprise. 

However, while this project has finally brought relief to 
Lardjem, inhabitants of the daira of Bord) Bou-Naama and 
its 12 attached localities must be patient, since it will be 
awhile before they enjoy a regular and adequate supply of 
the precious liquid. Water resources being sparse in this 
part of the wilaya, water use in the daira is strictly 
controlled under a potable water distribution program. 

According to the director of hydraulics, a definitive solu- 
tion of the problem will require building a dam with a 
storage capacity of 80 million cubic meters [m’*], at the site 
known as Koudiat-Frarsfa. Studies for this water project 
have been designed and carried out. 

Under the heading of AEPs, it may be opportune to note 
also that work has begun, in the chief town of the wilaya, 
on a water tower with a storage capacity of 1,000 m’*. This 
water project will increase potable water storage and 
distribution capacities in the town, which is experiencing 
rapid growth, especially on the northern outskirts. 

On the drainage front, three large AEP projects have been 
approved, one of them adding 14 km of pipe in seven 
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zones in the chief town of the wilaya. The other two 
projects involve building a 2-km concrete conduit for 
transporting waste water. 

Realization of these two projects has been entrusted to 
Hydro-Technique, an Algiers-based company that special- 
izes in the field and has a contract to build a small dam 
with a storage capacity of 4 million m’. 

That's in addition to another project, the dam at Bougara, 
which has a storage capacity of 14 million m’. 

The dam has not been exploited since going into service in 
1991. A study of irrigation possibilities has just been 
completed. Water from the Bougara dam will be devoted 
exclusively to irrigation of an agricultural perimeter, 
according to the hydraulics directorate. 

Sonatrach Official on Gas Exports, Debts 

LD0206202294 Algiers ENTV Television Network 
in Arabic 1900 GMT 2 Jun 94 

[Text] Abdelhak Bouhafs, Sonatrach [National Company 
for the Transport and Marketing of Hydrocarbons] 
director general, has said that Algeria’s gas exports will 
reach 60 billion cubic meters a year. 

Export revenues for 1994 will be less than required for 
servicing our foreign debts, but restructuring will tangibly 
reduce the burden of the debts. 

He said that the companies which started work, such as 

Mobil and six other companies, expressed their readiness... 

{unfinished sentence as heard] 

Bouhafs added that oil prices have affected investment. 

Concerning the contents of the agreement signed with the 
IMF, Bouhafs said that this will indirectly help Sonatrach 
because it is facing the problem of foreign debts. Never- 
theless, it will reduce financial pressure and facilitate the 
acquisition of hard currency revenues. 

IRAQ 

Hasan Al-Chalabi on Sanctions Against Saddam 
Husayn 

941.110064A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 

25 May 94 p 15 

{Article by Hasan al-Chalabi, head of Constitution Com- 
mittee of Iraqi National Congress: “To Maintain or Lift 
Sanctions Against Saddam Regirae? Acceptance of Cur- 
rent Regime’s Survival Will Cause Iraq To Lose Its 

Immunity” ] 

[Text] Conflict over the fate of sanctions against Saddam’s 
regime continues to rise. Sometimes it becomes confused 
and indistinct in its outlines; at other times its currents 
clash and fight each other; and this ever since the embargo 
was imposed on Saddam by internationa' reso tions soon 
after the invasion of Kuwait on 2 August 1990. After 
Kuwait was liberated, each of the parties involved in the 
embargo began acting on inspiration from its interests and 

NEAR EAST 7 

according to the dictates of its own policy on the subject. 
This has became as clearly evident on the Arab scene as on 
the international scene. 

Exploiting this situation, the regime began to stir interests 
and ambitions this way and that among its friends in the 
pressure group in the major powers. Thus, for example, 

one sees France, which had been behind Secunty Council 

Resolution 688 to end the regime’s repression of its people, 
concentrating on measures to ease the ernbargo and speed 
its lifting and on measures acceptable to Saddam's 
regime—implementing Section 22 of Resolution 687, for 
example, regarding the elimination of weapons of mass 
destruction—to justify ending the sanctions, regardless of 
other international resolutions. 

No sooner had France done this than Russia and China 
joined her. When the fraternal neighbor Kuwait moved to 
ask about the fate of the linkage between lifting sanctions 
and recognition of her borders and sovereignty, these 
countries were forced to talk with Saddam—they were also 
inspired by their interests—on the chance that he might 

agree to such recognition and the problem might end. 

Would that the matter had ended there, and that [another] 
fraternal neighbor had not proceeded in its own way! 
Suddenly Islamic Iran, claiming to alleviate the suffering 
of the Iraqi people, opened its borders to the Baghdad 
regime, so that :t could obtain the goods and materials it 
desired to support its survival and enable it to regain iis 
strength. Thus Iran forgot, or pretended to forget, Iraq’s 

savage war of aggression against it; it forgot, or pretended 

to forget, the farnous condition that Imam Khomeyni's 
voice proclaimed during that war: that war should con- 
tinue until victory was achieved with the demise of 

Saddam and his regime forever; and it forgot, or pretended 
to forget, the imam’s famous words spoken when he was 
asked to halt the firing: that he would rather drink poison 
than agree to what he was being asked to do. 

And now fraternal Jordan, that went out of its way to 
support Saddam and his regime despite all the aggression 
he had committed against his people and neighbors, has 
never flagged in its efforts to smuggle forbidden goods and 
materials to him under the cloak of alleviating the suf- 
fering of the Iraqi people and reducing the losses resulting 
from the blockade of Aqaba. How one wishes that the 
government in Jordan would believe that alleviating or 
ending this suffering will not come by supplying Saddam's 

government with the means to survive and conquer its own 
people, but rather by depriving him of those means, so that 
they can escape his clutches and his suffocating hold on 

their necks! On that day, our brothers in Jordan will realize 
that the crushing suffering of the Iraqi people comes from 
the continuance of Saddam's government and from those 
who supply him with support and backing, and from 
nothing else. 

How great were the surprise and wonder of the Iraqi people 
when they saw fraternal Qatar normalize relations with 
Saddam’s regime and when one country after another 
restored them under the same cover of “alleviating the 
suffering of the Iraqi people and its tragic pains”! None of 



8 NEAR EAST 

us could see how exchanging ambassadors with Saddam's 

regime or the Qatari ambassador's return to Baghdad 
alleviated suffering and pain. Did brotherhood and neigh- 
borliness not oblige the government leaders in fraternal 

Qatar to read the reality of Iraq attentively and fairly and 
scan the record of its present government before making 
their normalization decisions and going it alone among 

their fellow Gulf countries? They ough to have deter- 
mined who it was who had devastated liag and brought 
down on it all these woes—the international community or 
Saddam's regime. They should have known with clear sight 
how this fraternal country might be saved and its people 
rescued from their suffering—whether by supporting and 
helping the root of the suffering or by liberating the people 
from him and releasing them from their fetters. 

Dealings with the Baghdad regime proceed selectively. 
Positions, measures. and arrangements are accepted or 

rejected according to how they accord with the interests of 
this or that party. As for the Iraqi people, they are absent, 
or rather have been made absent, from the stage of events. 
None of these parties wants to execute on Saddam and his 
aides the sentence of history that in times past was 
imposed on similar insolent tyrants, who received just 
retribution at Nuremberg and elsewhere. How is Saddam 
any different from Hitier and his cronies or from any of the 
world’s great war criminals, that he should escape retribu- 
tion and punishment to the present day? Has his aggres- 
sion against his people entailed less than the aggression of 
those criminals? Was his aggression against a fraternal 
neighbor !ess hateful than what took place at their hands? 

These interests and ambitions, which are besieging the 
people of Iraq, thus leaving them easy prey to Saddam’s 

repression and tyranny, are making Iraqis focus their 

attention on the region of their country that has liberated 
itself from him. They are tying their hopes to it for 
salvation from his evil scourge, with this region as the base 
from which the onslaught can proceed against those who 

sit in the centers of power and government in Baghdad. We 
can therefore imagine how much heartache and pain there 
were when Iraq’s brother Kurds fought and made war on 

each other in this region and how much apprehension and 
anxiety for their destiny until the fighting and war ceased. 
There was universal rejoicing in Iraq and elsewhere when 

'raqi Kurdistan ‘reed itself from Baghdad's rule and when 
the democratic process began there about this time two 

years ago. As we witness the cessation of mutual fighting 
and war, we can but say to our dear brethren that peace 
among you and in your dwellings is the point on which 

Iraqis pin their hopes for liberation and freedom from 
slavery. 

The alliance between you and Iraq's Arabs embodied in 

the Iraqi National Congress is the life preserver from the 
regime and scourge of Saddam: for secession ts no! some- 
thing you want, neither is it possible due to well-known 

regional and international objections and circumstances. 
Maintenance of the status quo for however long is nothing 
but a transitional, temporary solution. Therefore, the 

outcome will be either to remain in this alliance and 
strengthen it, or to return to Saddam's regime and leave 

JPRS-NEA-94-031 
16 June 1994 

the matter to God. It is in the interest of Jrac’s Kurds and 
Arabs now to adhere to the federalism embodied in the 
government of Iraqi Kurdistan, on the one hand, and to 
the Iraqi National Congress, on the other hand, as a 
transitional, temporary central body to bring to the Iraqi 
people a government that the people elect in universal, 
direct, free, and honest elections after getting rid of Sad- 
dam’s rule. Let us work together to strengthen the regional 
government and the central Nat »nal Congress, that we 
may stand as a united Iraq in the tace of Saddam’s regirae 

at home and abroad. 

However selectively the Security Council resolutions con- 
cerning Saddam’s regime may be handled, and however 
far the attempts may go to obscure what he did to his 
people and in the region—attempts to erase the facts of 
his behavior—the regime’s aggressiveness and violations 
of the laws of humanity are so enormous and dangerous 
that in order to remove the regime it will not suffice that 
its arsenal of weapons of mass destruction be removed, or 
that it recognize Kuwait’s sovereignty and borders, or 
that it release Kuwaiti prisoners as mandated by interna- 
tional resolutions. No, all these resolutions with their 
provisions must be carried out effectively, but especially 
the provisions of Resolution 688, which calls for 
changing the nature of the current government in Bagh- 
dad. Only in this way can the people escape their present 

predicament, security return to the area, and the neces- 
sary standards for international dealings be followed. 

Certainly, none of this can be achieved or expected while 
Saddam with his aides and regime continues to rule. What 
we are saying and advocating is nothing new in the history 
of the world’s tyrants and masters of injustice and oppres- 
sion. The aggressiveness of Hitler and his aides, for 
example, caused the German state to be removed from the 
political map for about 40 years. When Germany was 
restored to political existence in 1949, it was divided 
between West and East, and remained so for 40 years, until 
it regained its unity and sovereignty in the fall of 1991. 

What is this punishment compared to the nature of Sad- 
dam’s regime? See how he does as he pleases in the region 
and rides roughshod over the world, as he and his mouth- 
pieces call for lifting the sanctions and normalizing rela- 
tions with him; and this at a time when just retribution 
ought to be imposed on him and those who sided with him, 
as having been directly responsible for the invasion and 
the fearful war crimes that were committed, instead of 
these sanctions that have not affected his person, his 
sources of power, or his means of oppression to any 
significant extent. 

The survival and actions of the present Baghdad govern- 
ment have caused the state and people of Iraq to lose the 
immunity and esteem they had in the international com- 
munity, thus encouraging infringement and trifling with 
the rights of Iraq. A sign of this are the recent statements 
by UN Secretary General Butrus-Ghali about Iraqi funds 
that have disappeared or been squandered by various 
financial and oil companies—as if they were loose funds 
and fair game, with no one having ownership or title to 
them. The situation reminds us of what used to be called 
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“the Sick Man [of Europe]"—the end of the Ottoman 
Empire, when there was competition and fighting to divide 
and plunder his possessions. It is not unlikely, after the 
situation we are witnessing of Saddam with his people and 

the world, that his shameful rule in Iraq will lead to the 
same consequences as that “sick man’s” rule. 

Now that Iraqi Kurdistan has freed itself from Saddam’s 
rule, Iraq today lives in a state of real and effective division 

of government between the north, on the one hand, and the 
center and south, on the other. Thus there are two separate 
governments ruling Iraq, each independent of the other: 

indeed, each is fighting the other, so that one cannot expect 

Iraq to regain its unity as a people and state so long as the 

current government continues to exist in Baghdad. One is 

therefore led to wonder at those who hold that only 

Saddam’s rule can guarantee Iraq’s continued unity. 

Saddam is tireless and indefatigable in challeng:..g the 

rights of the people of Iraq, the rights of neighbors, and the 

injunctions of the legitimate international authority. 

Whenever the time approaches for the periodic Security 

Council review of the sanctions against his regime, one 
sees him working energetically to get rid of them so as to 

survive and remain in power. Thus you see him today 

stirring up Turkey’s regional fears, or.e the one hand. and 

its anxieties about its revenues, on the other, calling on 

Turkey to act against the entity existing in northern Iraq, 
with its secessionist possibilities whose consequences 

could affect Turkey's unity to the core. He is also calling 

Turkey to cease being silent about the billions of dollars it 
is losing as a result of the halt to Iraqi oil exports through 
Turkey. 

Turkey has therefore begun protesting to the United 
States and other coalition members about the continued 

embargo on Iraq and the survival of the liberated entity 
in the north. Indeed, the Turkish foreigr minister, 
Hikmet Cetin, during his recent visit to New York at the 
end of April, was led to advocate a strange seiectivity in 
applying the Security Council resolutions concerning 
Saddam’s regime. He advocated lifting the embargo, on 
the ground t’.at the regime had fulfilled all the relevant 
demands specified in Section 22 of Security Council 
Resolution 687 on the elimination of weapons of mass 
destruction. Disregarding the remaining provisions of 
international resolutions, especially those of Resolution 
688. dealing with the rights of the Iraqi people vis-a-vis 
their present government, he said: “There is no relation 
between the Council’s resolutions and the government in 
Iraq. It is not the business of the United Nations or any 
country to decide who shall administer and rule Iraq.” He 
emphasized that Turkey “did not approve of introducing 
personal aspects into the terms of the oil embargo.” He 
called on Iraqi Kurds to hold talks with Baghdad, 
describing the situation in their territory as “unstable.” 

We do not understand how this minister could consider 
the Saddam regime’s enormous violations of human rights 

and the laws of humanity in Iraq and his aggressive attack 

on Kuwait and other countries as “personal aspects.” 
While making these pronouncements, should he not have 

remembered the positions he once took calling for a trial of 

NFAR EAST 4 

Serbian war criminals? Is there any difference between 
what the latter did and what Saddam did? How can une 
consider what happened in Bosnia-Herzegovina war 
criraes, and what happened in Iraq and vicinity personal 

aspects and affairs? 

How could he deny a relation between the United 

Nations and Saddam’s rule when every letter of the UN 
Charter is at variance with his claim? Should he not have 
read the principles of this international charter, especially 
Section 2, Paragraph 7, before making his pronounce- 
ment under the influence of the political principle that 
calls for changing one’s position whenever one’s interests 

change?—-but not to such a length as caused his deputy 

minister, having ascertained that the United States had 

released the Iraqi oil stored in Turkey's pipeline, to wash 

his hands of his alliance with Irag by saying, “We were 

treated as 1f we had made an alliance with Iraq to violate 

the embargo, but this unnecessary attempt was the result 

of misunderstanding.” 

Efforts by Saddam and his regime to convince officials to 
follow a selective policy in implementing international 

resolutions concerning him were most successful with 

France, where there were friends and followers. Today we 

see France speak with pompous eloquence when Saddam's 

envoy Tariq ‘Aziz arrives in New York, saying: “France 

urges Iraq to take a concrete step toward recognizing the 

state of Kuwait. We have told the Iraqis that this is the 

essence of the matter and that their taking such a step 
would set everything else in motion.” 

Is what France says true? Is it true that the essential 

solution to the problems of the Saddam regime and to the 
world’s difficulties with him lie in his recognizing Kuwait's 
sovereignty and borders? Saddam does not objec: to such 
recognition if it proves sufficient to lift the sanctuons from 
his regime. He knows full well that no solemn recognition 
can ever stand in the way of his realizing his ambitions, 
dreams, and vision of glory as soon as he senses that he can 
cross the Kuwaiti and other borders. The problem with 

him in this respect is not so much the promises he makes 

or the oaths he swears as the availability of forces to do one 

thing or another. He has accustomed us to what he calls 
“phasing” in policy and military affairs. What this means 
is that in one phase he yields something difficult to yield, 
only to take it back and even more in another phase. 

The story of what he gave to ‘ran in Algiers in 1975 1s 
well-known. Scarcely had he finished dividing sovereignty 
over the Shatt al-’Arab equally with Iran than he began 
plotting not only to regain the Shatt completely, but also to 
invade all of Iran; and so it came to pass on 22 September 

1980. He did the same thing in his war against Iran. 
Scarcely had he finished with that war, which absorbed his 
and Iraq’s effort and strength, than he began planning for 
his new war. Ai the time, people imagined that the man, 
exhausted by eight years of war, had no further desire for 

violence, aggression, and hostile adventures such as would 

cause him to embark on a new war; yet he attacked Kuwait 

on 2 August 1990. 
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Thus, recognition of Kuwait's sovereignty and even of its 

borders 1s not unacceptable to Saddam. All that remains 

before he grants it 1s the matter of arranging things to save 
face. Having bound himself and his regime with pledges 
and promises not to relinquish Iraq’s right to the territory 

of Kuwait and to remain there even if it should require a 

hundred years of war, it is difficult for him to retreat from 
his pledges and promises so easily before the nations and 

the world. Perhaps Tariq ’Aziz’s statement to the Austrian 

newspaper DER STANDARD on the eve of his trip to 
New York, confirms what we have said ; reviously. He 

said: “The Kuwait issue now is finished for the Iraqi 
government, except that we cannot prevent the Iraqi 

people from thinking as they wish; however, historical 
facts cannot be ignored.” Nevertheless, Saddam’s man of 

sound judgment and chief of diplomacy thinks it possible 
that the people will join with their government. They 
support it “because they know that it is working for their 
welfare and that of Iraq’—if it is possible to overcome 

“the frustration the Iraqi people feel from seeing that 
although their country’s government has carried out all the 
UN resolutions on Kuwait, this has not helped alleviate 
their suffering, but has even increased it.” 

It would not be beside the truth or the facts for us to say in 
light of what we read in Tariq ‘Aziz’s statement or read in 
Saddam’s actual attitude and precedents in this matter that 

Saddam and his regime are ready to implement all the 

Security Council resolutions concerning them, except one: 
Resolution 688, which calls for changing the nature of his 
government and giving the Iraqi people their say regarding 

it. This resolution is his first and last enemy, for he sees in 
its implementation his end and the collapse of his govern- 
ment. 

There is therefore no way to conclude a truce with him. 

One cannot hold one’s peace regarding him or regarding 
what such countries as the United States and Britain call 
for impicmenting. The latest example to appear of his war 
against this resolution was what we read in the writings of 
some of his propagandists. They said that America’s sup- 
port of the resolution, as enunciated in Secretary of State 
Christopher's article in THE NEW YORK TIMES, did not 

reflect his country’s real policy on the matter: there was a 

split in American circles regarding policy toward Saddam’s 
regime, and it would be only a matter of months and 
days—time to prepare everything—until the hour of truth 
would strike and things would return to their normal 
course with America and other countries. 

We do not know whether this prophecy was made as a 

result of information possessed by its authors or whether it 
was a guess on their part. In any case, we assure them that 
stands on liberating Iraq from Saddam’s regime from the 
direction of the United States are not based on the flowery 
words and promises that the Iraqi National Congress 

receives from time to time, sometimes from President 
Clinton and sometimes from his aides. Rather, these 
stands are based on calculations of interest that clearly 
indicate that the international community has no interest 

in the Baghdad regime's remaining in power, because there 
is need for a government that shall express the opinion and 
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interests of the people, respect rights and peace in the 
region, and rebuild the world’s trust in Iraqg—things that 

Saddam can no longer accomplish. 

American and British insistence on linking the lifting of 
sanctions from Saddam's regime with implementation of 
Resolution 688 accords with the essential purpose for 
which the sanctions were imposed. They were not 

imposed only to expel his regime from Kuwait or to 

eliminate his weapons of mass destruction, as Saddam 

and his mouthpieces say; they were imposed to uproot and 
utterly eradicate aggressiveness. This gave the aforesaid 
resolution absolute priority in the invasion and liberation 
of Kuwait. Only this resolution, implemented with the 
required honesty and effectiveness, can change the nature 

of the current government in Baghdad and write a new 
history for it and the region. Only then will the measures 
and steps now required be rendered irrelevant. 

We therefore believe that the efforts of all parties on the 

Arab, regional, and international scene interested in the 
region’s peace and security must work together to insist 

that Resolution 688 have precedence over other resolu- 

tions in the areas of respect and implementation. This they 
should do by working to move it into the scope of the 
provisions of Article 7 of the United Nations Charter. 
Ending sanctions against Saddam’s regime should be made 
conditional on its execution and implementation. At the 

same time, an effort should be made to break the siege of 

the Iraqi people, especially in the liberated area, by ren- 

dering Security Council resolutions 706, 712, and 778 
effective. 

KUWAIT 

Report Discloses Debt Dispute 

94AE0111A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 14 May 94 
p10 

[Text] The weekly economic report from Shell’s Kuwait 

office speaks of clear discrepancies between what the 
Minister of Finance and the Governor of the Central Bank 
have said about debtors who had not documented their 
debts. The report suggests that the Kuwaiti oil tanker 

firm’s current management leaked to a Kuwaiti newspaper 
a report prepared and submitted to the Cabinet, dealing 

with past conditions at the company. It had been decided 

the Cabinet would forward it to the public prosecutor, but 
the company protested and held back from publishing it. 

The text of the report follows: 

Hard Currency Indebtedness 

The official Kuwaiti News Agency attributed to the gov- 
ernor of the Kuwaiti Central Bank additional information 
about the level of preliminary compliance with Law 41/93, 
which deals with hard currency indebtedness. The num- 

bers attributed to the governor give a picture somewhat 
different from those we had printed as of last week, which 
relied on what the minister of finance had stated immedi- 
ately after the conclusion of the time limit for compliance 
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\ ‘th the law on 31 March 1994, [a discrepancy] which may 
be due to the delay in the checking and analysis of the 
statements. 

The governor says that there are 10,323 agents subject to 
the law, with a total balance of indebtedness of 6,294 
Kuwaiti dinars [KD]—nearly KD703 million more than 
the number of bonds issued. 

He attributes this discrepancy to several conflicting pro- 
cesses, as the bonds were issued at a higher value to banks 
including interest on the balance of indebtedness from | 
August 1990 until 31 December 1991, but the balance of 
indebtedness is greater than its coverage oi debts, to which 
are added the allocations collected by banks from 1986 
until | August 1990 and discounted from the value of the 
bonds, plus the balance of debt clearance, amounting to 
KD900 million. These are political and non-professional 
debts paid from the public treasury through some major 
investment companies. 

The governor says that “debt measures have been con- 
cluded for a total of 3,651 agents (those who paid imme- 

diately); this is 35.4 percent of the whole, with a balance of 

KD71 million in debts, 11.3 percent of total indebtedness, 
with an average debt balance per agent of about 
KD195,000. On the other hand, nearly 3,503 agents have 
not documented their manner of debt settlement and 
violated the provisions of the law; this is 34 percent of the 
total, with a debt balance of nearly KD209 million, or 3.3 
percent of total indebtedness, with an average debt balance 
of nearly KD60,000. This shows a crucial disparity from 
what the minister of finance had said (KD900 million). 

This means KD3.169 billion, or nearly 85.4 percent of 

total indebtedness, with an average debt balance of about 
KD1.7 million.” 

In brief, there are nearly 6,820 agents complying with the 
law, representing nearly 66 percent of total agents, with a 

balance of KD6.085 billion in debts. An over-all view, in 
terms of averages, makes it possible to say that most of the 
agents complying with the law have average debts. It is 
they who paid up immediately. The smallest number of 
them complying had small debts, benefiting most from the 
law. As to lack of awareness or special circumstances, 
especially the rebate of consumer loans, one notes that 

those with large indebtedness complied with the law when 
they provided documentation in the limited time. 
Undoubtedly some of them are betting on time and the 
chance for changes in the law. 

Kuwaiti Oil Tanker Company 

One of the local newspapers has published a secret report 
that seems to have been submitted to the cabinet before the 
case was to be forwarded to the public prosecutor’s office. 
It is clear that it had been prepared by the company’s 
present management. The management sent the news- 

paper an advertisement, which the newspaper refrained 

from publishing, thereby confirming its truth, to some 
degree. We believe it is an unfortunate step on the part of 
the company, if one assumes such reports to be public 
information of which it is the right of all people to form a 
public opinion, both in terms of the extent of its effect, 
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with other cases, on the past, present, and future of the 
country, or as a result of circumstances and the time in 
which they occurred. What makes this report unusual is 
that it presents the documents and computer printouts 
used in the embezzlement we mentioned last week, such as 
buying at higher than the value, domination of manage- 
ment decisionmaking, choosing the team, money laun- 
dering through paper companies, and secret accounts. 

There must be verification, and action to deny the connec- 

tion of two banks in which the governmest owns a 
majority share, and whose names appear in the report. We 

do not think they had any role in what happened. A third 
bank was also named, in which one of the two banks 
owned shares, and which was supported by the Kuwaiti 

Government during the period of occupation. 

Perhaps one of the distinctions of the case is that it was 

discovered by coincidence, either through the neglect of 

some officials involved in the seizure of all the company’s 
documents linked to the case, or by way of one of the bank 
officials intruding, through either curiosity or courtesy, 
with questions about the drop in the level of operations 

activity. Perhaps this is certain evidence of the failure of 
internal and external monitoring agencies, and individual 
authority in management, whether in political or admin- 

istrative terms, or in terms of the oil sector. What the 
tanker company officials failed to do in destroying the 
bonds, the officials of the Kuwait Investment Office in 
London succeeded in doing, as did the management of the 
Torras Group 1n Spain. 

Despite all the evidence recorded in the report, which 

cannot except any of the accused, the consitutional court is 

now looking into the competence of the ordinary courts to 

try one of the ministers due to the ordinance of a law the 

Cabinet adopted in 1990. 

In terms of political immunity, and in light of what has 
come before, and apart from the verdict of the constitu- 
tional court, one would assume that the government will 
take the initiative to do everything in its power to pursue 
trying the officials, and the other authorities will do their 
utmost to achieve this goal. 

LEBANON 

Fadlallah on Islamic Issues 

94WRO175Z London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 

5 Jun 94 pp 42-44 

[Interview with ‘Allamah Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah 
by Salah-al-Din al-Jarushi in Beirut; time not given— 
first two paragraphs are AL-MAJALLAH introduction] 

[Text] He was calm, and gave answers readily, giving you 

the feeling from the first moment that his bulk is bigger 
than Lebanon. He reminds you of the kind of man that 
scorns his own life to mobilize others. The young men 
around him are bound to him by emotional ties, and seize 
with a great deal of admiration, awe, and unquestioning 
approval upon the words that flow from him. Many 
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political forces see him as an intelligent and international! 
figure, and a major variable on the Lebanese scene. 

He is ‘Allamah Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah, a figure 
who raises many questions. We started our interview with 
him by talking politics, and quickly moved on to political 
thought, which is one perspective of the Arab Islamic 
movement. We tried to provoke him, to differentiate 
between tactics and strategy, between what is fixed and 
what is changeable. He concluded by saying that the 
originator of a thought cannot abandon his strategy. His 
point of view is respected, even though the history of 
philosophy and politics offers innumerable examples to 
the contrary. 

{Al-Jarushi] Don’t you think the outcome of the Palestin- 
ian-Israeli talks, and the expected outcome of the multi- 
party talks, will mean the end of an era, and move the 
whole region into a new era necessitating a change in 
cultural and political discourse, as well as in methods of 
action? 

{Fadlallah] I imagine that in this region, as in any other 
region, there are two lines, the official line and the popular 
line. It is natural for action to occur at a distance from the 
Arab world so as not to affect the political situation 
seriously; thus we have this attempt to substitute the 

Middle East address. Official political discourse did not 
wait for the end of the negotiations to change. It started the 
process of change, with some differences in vocabulary. 
The current atmosphere is one of acceptance of Israel as a 
natural state in the region. We may read in some Arab 
rhetoric that Israel is the country whose friendship all or 
most people are seeking to obtain, and this rhetoric will 
change even more with the policy of the status quo. 

And yet popular discourse is still experiencing many 

complications in this regard. We do not see any Arab or 
Islamic circumstances that accept Israel’s existence in 

terms of people’s emotions, of any feeling of comfort or 
reassurance. I believe that popular Arab reality, in its inner 

Islamic vocabulary, still rejects peace with Israel. This is 
aside from methods of political pressure being applied to 

them in this regard. 

For this reason, I imagine that the coming phase will not 
have the capabilities enabling it to maintain the atmo- 

sphere of peace. We must watch the future; Israel, which is 
trying to penetrate the region economically, and the work- 
ings of security to focus its existence regionally, is at the 
same time trying to hamper economics and security with 
its anticipated intervention in inter-Arab disputes. Per- 
haps what Egyptian reports have revealed, about Israeli 

machinations behind some of the explosions, are a sign of 
what I mentioned. For Israel, from this aspect, has restored 

Arab rejection of the Jewish question and the Israeli reality 
from within Arab reality, instead of from outside it as used 
to be the case. 

I do not think the new phase will be a stable one at the 

popular level, and many names will disappear after the 
American-planned “peace” to renew the region in line with 
the new policy based on protecting Washington’s interests 
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.ad providing an atmosphere of what they call freedom 
here and there, which will bring convulsions here and 
there. 

Resistance and Options 

[Al-Jarushi] If we apply your argument to the situation in 
Lebanon, don’t you think an Israeli-Syrian-Lebanese peace 
would result in the de-clawing of Hizballah and put an end 
to any military activity in the south? That would force 
everyone to fall into line. 

[Fadlallah] It is natural that the matter of peace—should 
it succeed—could create great complications for the resis- 
tance, but we do not think it will eliminate it. I think the 
resistance has other options, which we are not discussing. 
It would be obvious to say that Lebanon’s political 
situation after peace will be different from what it is 
before peace. But Lebanon remains the land of freedom 
in the region. It is the country which I want to be, in the 
global balance, the lung through which the region’s prob- 
lems breathe, reducing its congestion, and for this reason 
it will retain the dissident political discourse which 
international spy agencies will explore to find the incli- 
nations of the rejectionist movements. We always used to 
say that the intellectual and political freedoms in Leb- 
anon were not for the benefit of the Lebanese themselves, 
but for the benefit of the international spy agencies that 
are in the pay of various proponents of the Arab and 
Islamic status quo on the Lebanese scene. 

[Al-Jarushi] Let’s move on from politics to strategic 
thinking. The Islamic movement began as a cultural, 
civilizational undertaking, then turned into movements 
and parties working to establish an Islamic state, then 
slipped into defending closed parties and groups. Some of 
the action of these groups ended in violence and counter- 
violence. Don’t you feel, for your part, that the the Islamic 
movement is experiencing a severe crisis? 

[Fadlallah] I don’t want to address this topic with the 
expression “‘a severe crisis in the Islamic movement.” I 
want to be objective in studying the reality of the Islamic 
movement, without all the exaggerations of politics and 
the media. 

The Islamic movement is basically, in the concept of 
Islamists, the belief that Islam is the foundation of philos- 
ophy, compassion, and life; that it represents a form of 
governance, and people may debate this proposition. We 
can say that Islam has lived as a question of governance for 
its entire history up until the 20th century. If we were to 
discuss the Abbasid, Umayyad, or Ottoman caliphates, the 
details of the nature of government would be discussed in 
exactly the same way as a democratic or a socialist govern- 
ment. What is certain is that Islam, from the prophetic era 

up until the fall of the Caliphate, never existed without a 
state. The state was, basically, the historical depth of Islam. 
The Islamists are not inventing something new when they 
bring up the idea of a state. The acceptance of party 
organization is the modern means for achieving a state 
from the political point of view, and in the framework of 
the democratic game, without regard to their view of 
democracy. Thus the thought is hardly an innovation to 
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people. The question “Why a state?” is not asked of 
Islamists. We ask the others in charge of governance, 
‘Why a state?” Why is there a Marxist party, or a nation- 
alist party? Why shouldn’t there be an acknowledged 
Islamic party? 

The Islamists are working towards integration with polit- 
ical reality; not all of them perhaps, but I know of more 
than one Islamic movement trying to open up to political 
reality. But there is a will to eliminate political Islam. We 
maintain that Islamic violence is a reaction to other 
violence. If freedom were given, no Muslim would so 
much as carry a stick to fight anyone else. So try democ- 
racy in the Arab world, and you will find the peace you 
seek. The Islamists are not leading a terrorist movement, 
but a defensive one. Whoever calls for regimes to enter 
into dialogue with the Islamists and others with an open 
mind and open heart will find only acceptance on the part 
of the Islamists. 

We are not comfortable with the shocks our Muslim lands 
are experiencing. It is in no one’s interest, no one’s but that 
of international spy agencies. All there is to it is that things 
have not been handled correctly; fix that, and you will see 
that reason will prevail. 

A Heap of Errors 

[Al-Jarushi] Don’t you feel that in your rhetoric there is a 
whitewashing of the Islamic movements, as if they weren’t 
experiencing fundamental problems? Take Algeria for 
example. The present regime wants to open a dialogue, but 
the Islamists are setting unfair conditions for accepting the 
principle of dialogue. 

[Fadlallah] I am not absolving the Islamic movement of 
errors. I am one of those who has gone on the record, in a 
loud voice, with more than one remark and question mark, 
in many places of the Islamic movement, including Leb- 
anon and Iran. But I was speaking of the public line. I 
know there are some small movements that think violence 
shortens the whole movement to attain its goals. We do not 
think violence is the basis, but I allege that there is a 
blockade of the Islamic movement. 

You mentioned Algeria. I have no detailed information on 
the position of the new government, but we know the 
Islamists there embraced the democratic experiment and 
won, and there was no fraud. They question is, why were 
the elections nullified? Why was the FIS [Islamic Salvation 
Front] banned? This means there is a will to nullify the will 
of the Algerian people, or, more precisely, a majority of it. 

As to dialogue, it is the right of the Islamists, who have 
been stabbed in the back more than once, to take action to 
protect themselves and to get the details about the nature 
of this dialogue—is it merely a formal token, or a serious 
dialogue? Will it create a problem in FIS’s ranks? I do not 
have precise information about the nature of the offer they 
were made, or their reasons for turning it down, particu- 
larly because ai the time the offer was made, the govern- 
ment’s iron fist policy clearly grew more severe. 

I am not one of those who absolves the Islamic movement 

of errors. They are living in a heap of errors, but they are 
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not the only ones making mistakes. We must study the 
circumstances of these errors. Are they voluntary, or the 
result of objective circumstances? 

For Dialogue in Algeria 

[Al-Jarushi] With the importance of the details, there is a 
general line that, yes, the elections were annulled in 

Algeria, and it is an unacceptable position, but is the 
response to that to spark a civil war, kidnap and kill 
foreigners, and assassinate intellectuals and journalists? 

[Fadlallah] Actually, I have reservations about much of the 
information provided these days. The official information is 
not unbiased. Nor do I imagine that it was the Islamists who 
started the violence. When the war machine went into 
action—and we have experienced the same thing in Leba- 
non—it went crazy. We absolutely cannot condone any 
group of intellectuals being confronted, even should we 
disagree with them, especially media people, artists, or 
whomever. 

But the question is that you, as an intellectual or media 
person or artist, might some way or another enter into this 
whirlpool unintentionally. We know that some names, such 

as Kasdi Merbah, and others, have come up, and there are 
other voices accusing the regime of assassinating them. That 
may not be an accurate judgement, but when you feel there 
is a plan to distort the enemy, you become more careful. 

We are for dialogue in Algeria, and in every other country, 
but it is only natural for any side to think about the basis 
upon which that dialogue would rest. It is your right to 
know how to enter the field, to ensure for yourself the 
solidity of the ground on which you are standing. 

[Al-Jarushi] Excuse me, with your keenness for objectivity, 
but I have begun to fear justifying rhetoric which could 
open dangerous dead-ends to youth. The issue of violence 
in Algeria goes beyond the limited individual problem. It 
has become a process destructive to Algerian society. 

[Fadlallah] We do sense that. I am not in a position to 
justify young men running off in that direction, but I have 
the occasion for objective study that attempts to judge one 
aspect, through the biased media. This is why I have raised 
questions, but not made judgements. 

I recommend the study of the Algeria problem, because it 
will not stay confined to Algeria. There are problems on 
the way for more than one country in the region. What is 
needed is to create a condition of convulsion that can foil 
many globa. ambitions. My understanding of the issue in 
Algeria, apart from the persons who are taking action 
there, leads me to believe that this country is experiencing 
a French-American struggle. What the Americans want is 
to eliminate French influence from Arab and non-Arab 
Africa. And so, if you want to get to the bottom of the 
problem in Algeria, don’t think of FIS or Ait Ahmed or 
Ben Bella or Nahnah, or even the Algerian regime itself, 
think of global interests, and the American-French struggle 
on Algerian soil. This matter may not seem as clear as 
possible at the present time, but the near future will 
disclose the outcome of this process. 
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1 am speaking in the context of our experience in Lebanon, 
which is still taking its course as part of an American plan to 
expel the Palestinians politically, economically, and cultur- 
ally. The terms of the Lebanon question are still in this area. 

The present plan is to create a state of madness in most of 

the countries of the Third World, so that the madness will 
act to destroy all values, and the people will lose their 
self-confidence. This was the case in Liberia and Zaire, and 
it happened in Lebanon, and now it is happening in 
Algeria. God help other countries. 

Algeria’s problem is that it has oil, even if it is not that 
much; the thing is to extend their control over all the 
world’s oil, so that America can prevent Europe and Japan 
from waging economic war on the American economy. 

Circumstances Are Responsible 

[Al-Jarushi] I want to go back to the issue of a state, 
because I see it as the major difficulty at this time. Now, 
after the Iranian experiment, which had great luster at the 
Outset, then turned rather ordinary, then the Sudanese 
experiment, we are now experiencing the tragedy of 
Afghanistan. Don’t you think the expression “the Islamic 
state,” without a profound theory behind it, has become a 
virtual trap for Islamists? 

[Fadlallah} We must understand the facts, which are that 
when we think of an Islamic state, or a national or 
democratic state, that does not mean it will come into 
being with a magic wand. A firm infrastructure is needed. 
We note, for example, that Iran, when setting out to build 
an Islamic state, had to contend with a crazy war for eight 
years that damaged the whole economic infrastructure. 
The result was that Iran emerged from the war without any 
economic power, which made the state take action to 
rebuild instead of speaking of details of a media plan. I do 
not think Iran is unique in that regard. 

We know that democratic countries are unable to find a 
solution to the economic problem—does that mean democ- 
racy is a mistake, or that circumstances did not help the 
enterprise to succeed? Then we come to Sudan, whose 
experiment is still fragile, and is still undergoing an insane 
and destructive war it inherited from all the regimes that 
preceded it. Thus we do not consider the Iranian and 
Sudanese experiences to be the Islamic ideal, nor do we 
think the extent of their experiences represents the extent 
attainable by any country—even a non-Muslim country— 
by focusing their plans on their circumstances. Judging 
them would be wrong and unfair. I say there is no objective 
study of the Iranian experiment. In comparison, have other 
countries in the Arab world succeeded in economic devel- 
opment? 

[Al-Jarushi] They have not succeeded, and thus there has 
been a great deal of talk for years about the failure of the 
regional or national state. 

[Fadlallah] We are not saying that the state has failed, 
because there are domestic and foreign circumstances that 
have forbidden or prevented the achievement of their 
goals. The line has not failed, but circumstances have been 
an impediment. We live in a complex world, from the 

JPRS-NEA-94-031 
16 June 1994 

economic, political, and security standpoints—any move- 
ment, including democracy, has a hard time succeeding. 

Tactical Retreat 

[Al-Jarushi] The communists maintained their links to 
Moscow for more than 60 years, and they are looking for 
excuses for socialist experiments. They did not exert the 
effort necessary to criticize these experiments or work on 
their evolution until the structure collapsed and the whole 
thing came apart. 

[Fadlallah] We work daily to criticize the Islamic experi- 
ment, and loudly. Islamists are not like communists, 
because they have no cult of personality. Plus, I believe 
that the government the Soviet Union had was neither 
communist nor socialist. 

{Al-Jarushi] What are some of your criticisms of the 
Iranian experiment? 

[Fadlallah] I don’t recall that many, but I have criticisms 
related to political lines, and I have debated some of the 
slogans they use domestically. 

[Al-Jarushi] If we take the political areas, we notice that 
the connection of the three experiments we have discussed 
previously to individual and collective freedoms, and basic 
human rights, stirs up many reservations and fears. 

[Fadlallah] I imagine human rights in Iran are more 
advanced than in most countries of the Arab world and the 
Third World (?!). When you criticize Iran now you must 

begin with its newspapers. Iranian newspapers now criticize 
all the power bases, and the Friday preachers, who are 
supported by the government, criticize the government in 
their sermons. 

There are freedoms, but there is no room for a communist 
party, because they consider it to be a party that contra- 
dicts the basis of the state. Even so, I say that there is 
political and media freedom not exercised by individuals 
in an absolute fashion. There might be defects, and the 
security agency may engage in—as it is in all countries of 
the world—some wrongful practices, but human rights are 
not as bad as the Western media say. 

{[Al-Jarushi] Your call for a humanitarian state before an 
Islamic state—does it apply only to Lebanon? 

[Fadlallah] This is no abandonment of the Islamic state, 
but I said if it is not possible to establish an Islamic state in 
Lebanon—and I believe that in the foreseeable future there 
is no likelihood of establishing an Islamic state, because of 
sectarian and international complications—we must estab- 
lish a humanitarian state for each of us to promote his 
ideas in a wide arena undivided by sectarian boundaries. 
This is not an abandonment of the idea; it is a movement 
to create an atmosphere in which ideas may flourish, 
without psychological and political complications. 

[Al-Jarushi] Is it a tactical or strategic retreat? 

[Fadlallah} It may be said that it is a tactical retreat. The 
originator of a thought cannot abandon his strategy. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 

Expansion of Power Stations in Mecca, Medina 
944E 01154 London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 12 May 94 p 10 

[Article by Muhammad Jamal ’Attabi: “Study Con- 
cerning Expansion of Power Stations in Mecca and 
Medina™] 

[Text] Engineer ‘Abd-al-’Aziz al-Zamil, the Saudi minister 
of industry and electricity, told AL-HAYAH that he ts 
currently conducting a study concerning expansion of the 
two power stations in Mecca and Medina which will cost 
600 million riyals [SR] ($160 million). 

He added that the total amount spent by the United Saudi 
Electricity Company in the Western Region on electricity 
for the holy pilgrimage shrines in Mecca, in order to add 
new stations and to reinforce and expand new services for 
subscribers and pilgrims going to the Holy Mosque in 
Mecca, has been more than §R400 million ($106.6 million). 

After making an inspection tour yesterday of the holy 
pilgrimage shrines in Muna, ‘Arafat, and al-Muzdalifah 
and familiarizing himself with the electrical services pro- 
vided by the Western Region and its preparations for the 
pilgrimage season, al-Zamil demanded that, in return for 
these generous expenditures, citizens should make a con- 
stant effort to conserve electricity. He said that prepara- 

tions for the pilgrimage season are being completed and 
are being done by a [single] unified office in Muna. In less 
than 10 hours, orders are received and processed con- 
cerning tents and services for pilgrims, and maintenance 
teams always stand by ready to help. 

Concerning the inauguration of the new Ajyad electric 
transformer station in Mecca yesterday (Tuesday), al- 
Zamil said that it constitutes basic support for the holy 
pilgrimage shrines as well as reinforcement for the region’s 
sources of electric power for providing electric services. 

Prince Majid Bin-’ Abd-al-’Aziz, governor of the province 
of Mecca, yesterday inaugurated the Ajyad station in 
Mecca, which was completed at the beginning of this 
month, and those attending included Minister al-Zamil, 
Engineer Mahmud Tibah, head of the administrative 
council of the electricity authority of the Western Region, 
Dr. Bakr Hamzah Khushaym, director general of elec- 
tricity for the Western Region, and Dr. Rabi’ Sadiq Dah- 
lan, deputy governor of the province of Mecca. 

It should be mentioned that the United Saudi Electricity 
Company in the Western Region put up the Ajyad trans- 
former station at a total cost of SR157 million ($21.8 
million), and implementation of the project took 15 months. 
This was in addition to implementation of the project 
dealing with construction of the al-Shubaykah transformer 
station, which has the purpose of providing a principal 
source of power for the area including the Holy Mosque in 
Mecca, which has a heavy demand for electricity. The cost 
of this project was SR118 million ($31.4 million), and it was 

completed in 18 months. Furthermore, the company imple- 
mented the project for expansion of the Muna transformer 

station at a cost of SR18 million, the project involving 
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laying out the electrical cable between the Holy Mosque 

transformer station and al-Misfalah [name as transliterated] 
at a total cost of about 54 million riyals, and the project 
involving straightening out the path of the above-ground 
electricity line from the Jabal al-Nur transformer station to 
the ‘Arafat transformer station at a cost of SR6 million, the 
implementation of which took six months. 

Right now the Umm al-Qura University transformer sta- 
tion is being put up, at a total cost of SR118 million, and 
work on this project will come to an end at the beginning 
of next year. 

SUDAN 

Al-Mahdi on His Detention 

94L.D0063A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
27 May 94 p 5 

[Interview With al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, Leader of Sudan’s 
al-Ummah Party, by Muhammad Sa’id Muhammad 
al-Hasan, in Khartoum; date not given] 

[Excerpts] Khartoum—[Passage omitted] 

What About the Interrogation? 

[Al-Hasan] When the guests departed, we asked when and 
why Sadiq al-Mahdi was summoned [by the security 
agency]? 

{Al-Mahdi] Three weeks after the holiday sermon in the 
third week of last Shawwal (March), an officer came to me 
and said that they wanted me at the Security Agency 
premises in Khartoum at !100 on Tuesday, 29 March. 

I went there and stayed with them from 1100 until 0700 the 
next morning. Four different security teams interrogated 
me. The conversation focused on articles written, state- 
ments made, interviews published, and the holiday sermon. 

They had no specific purpose, no charge and no particular 
thing to which to refer. I concluded that they wanted to 
express their resentment. I was released the next morning, 
and I went home. But I was summoned again, unexpectedly. 

(Al-Mahdi added:) The second time, I was summoned to 

the Security Agency premises on a Thursday morning in 
the same month and at the same time, and I stayed there 
until 1900. I was interrogated by two teams. Finally, two 
teams of security officers said to me: We think that you 
have committed violations in your activities and we con- 
sider these violations detrimental to security. Because 
there are security violations, we are interrogating you. 

I told them that I concluded from the nature of the 
questions that “‘your purpose is to exhaust and offend me. 
But if there are violations; if you plan to take steps and 
deal with us as a security figure, whereas we are in fact a 
political figure to you; and as long as there is no basis for 
legitimacy in the country, we will continue to demand this 
basis, namely the restoration of legitimacy. As long as you 
fail to respond and as long as legitimacy is imposed 
unilaterally, there will continue to be a conflict between us 
and you. The answer is to seek an acceptable solution for 
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legitimacy so the conflict will be governed by this legiti- 
macy. In the absence of legitimacy, the basis of legitimacy 
will continue to be envisioned subjectively and from a 
partisan perspective. We will continue to demand legiti- 
macy, regardless of what steps will be taken. We must be 
dealt with as a poiitical figure, not a security figure.” 

Strange Incidents 

[Al-Hasan] What about the recent political conditions? 

[Al-Mahdi] The most outstanding manifestation in the 
recent period is the emergence of some sort of solidarity 
among all Islamic forces in Sudan, which have defined 
their position toward the regime. This reflects a new and 
clear phenomenon. The second point is the emergence of 
an almost united position among the southern political 
forces on the demand for self-determination. This, too, is a 
new phenomenon. 

It is my opinion that there is a recurrence of interestingly 
strange incidents in Sudan, such as fires in banks, 
including the Khartoum Bank and the Bank of Sudan. 
There has also been an armed attack on a mosque in 
Omdurman and there have been armed robberies in the 
capital in broad daylight. 

These phenomena or strange incidents recur every two or 
three weeks, and with increasing severity. They are truly 
strange phenomena, and they all fall within the context of 
violation of the laws and of public order. 

Splits Within the Regime 

(Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi added:) There are evident splits within 

the regime, and they are documented and discussed. It 
hasn’t been customary, not even within the bounds of 
deniucracy, for conflicts and mutual accusations to reach 
this degree. For example, Ibrahim Idam, a former Revo- 
lution Command Council member and the minister of 
communication, condemns the privatization of telecom- 
munications and makes the charge that this would be a 
betrayal of trust and a waste of public money. 

Professor Ma’mun Hamidah, a former president of Khar- 
toum University, condemns the higher education phenom- 
enon explicitly; calls the new universities “slogans;” and 
accuses the regime of abandoning the resolutions adopted 
by the higher education conference and of deviating fun- 
damentally from the educational policies. 

*Abd-al-Rahim Hamdi, a former finance minister, has 
issued a statement denouncing the new fiscal policies and 
saying that they are in conflict with the three-year pro- 
gram. He has also said that he resigned because of devia- 
tion from the three-year program policies. 

AL-SUDAN AL-DUWALI 

Then there is AL-SUDAN AL-DUWALI, a paper that has 
come to crown this domestic situation with an endeavor to 
provide a critical podium. It is true that some people believe 
that this idea has been concocted by the regime and that it 
is a maneuver on the regime’s part. I personally don’t 
believe so. Mahjub ’Urwah is from the Front (meaning the 
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National Islamic Front). But he has a different opinion. 
’‘Urwah believes that the Front has burned its bridges with 
the political forces and that these bridges must be rebuilt. 

The proof of this is that he invited me two years ago to talk 
to me about an issue that could be discussed by Sudan’s 
intellectual political forces under the title of a “vision of the 
future under the canopy of the new world order.” 

Shaykh Rached Ghannouchi, [Tunisia’s] al-Nahdah Move- 
ment chairman, then visited me in my house, accompanied 
by a young al-Nahdah member called Omar Hamed. We 

embarked on a dialogue about the tendencies of the current 
regime in Sudan. It was my opinion that this regime is a foe 
of Islam. Shaykh Ghannouchi’s opinion was that, regardless 
of its faults, the regime is correctable. At that meeting, 
Hamed mentioned that there was in the Islamic Front a 
tendency stressing that the Front had to overcome its 
isolation by establishing bridges with the other political 
forces. He cited Mahjub "Urwah as an example. 

In my opinion, all this shows that Mahjub ’Urwah has been 
trying to establish some sort of dialogue with the opposing 
opinion. It has been evident to me that he has been trying 
to establish an independent newspaper, believing that this 
would serve the interest of the Sudanese regime and that it 
would improve this regime’s image in the eyes of the 
world. It has been "Urwah’s opinion that this should be 
done by establishing a degree of freedom of the press. 
Therefore, the policies expressed by AL-SUDAN AL- 
DUWALI have been totally logical. 

(Al-Sadig al-Mahdi added:) This is why I don’t see that the 
paper is biased. It believes that others have erred and it 

wants to help, or help them. It is sufficient to say that in 
two months, AL-SUDAN AL-DUWALI has, want it or 
not, been able to do the following: 

1. Document the corruption existing at present, and from 

inside sources. 

2. Form a public opinion that wants an opposing opinion. 

3. It has, in contrast, exposed the failure of the official 
media in a way that has annoyed this media greatly. It is 
my opinion that the steps taken against "Urwah actually 
reflect the regime’s resentment of these facts. 

Al-Mahdi went on to add in his interview with AL- 
SHARQ AL-AWSAT: It has become impossible to lie 
about the extremely evident phenomenon of economic 
failure. Prices of food supplies have gone out of control, 
and so has the dollar price. The negative impact of the 
taxes and of the harsh means employed to collect them has 

surfaced. People have turned in their licenses so they will 
not be pursued by taxes. 

This phenomenon of turning in licenses reflects economic 
deterioration. But on the other hand, it has made people 
who are actively engaged in illicit economic activity pro- 
ceed to embark on all kinds of illegal commercial enter- 
prises. Smuggling has increased. The regime has focused 
on violations connected with its security. But it has been 
surprised to find itself unprepared for the violations that 
come from these parties. [passage omitted] 
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REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 

Qatari Paper Reports on Leaders’ Interviews 

Al-Dali, Al-Asnaj Discuss Unity 
944E0119A Doha AL-SHARQ in Arabic 9 May 94 p 6 

{Interview with *Abd-al’Aziz al-Dali, envoy of Yemeni 
vice president, in Cairo; date not given—first paragraph 
is AL-SHARQ introduction] 

[Text] Former Yemeni Prime Minister Mr. *Abdallah 
al-Asnaj has said that what is happening in Yemen is the 
cause of intense unease, sorrow, and misery, and that it 
was hard for anyone to find a justification for fighting 
between two armies belonging to a single family; no official 
of the Yemeni Government had the right to push things 
this far. It was, he said, the duty of every rational person 
and every official in Yemen to stop this war: “We call for 
urgent Arab intervention, and for redoubled efforts to stop 
this war and this bloodshed.” Al-Asnaj asserted, in a 
statement to AL-SHARQ, that “the union is not the 
private property of any one person; it is the expression of 
the steadfast wish of the Yemeni people.” He explained 
that the continued present military confrontations would 
make it possible to say that the union was drowning in 
blood. On another front, AL-SHARQ met with Dr. ’Abd- 
al-’Aziz al-Dali, the envoy of Yemeni Vice President ‘Ali 
Salim al-Bid, secretary general of the [Yemeni] Socialist 
Party and member of the party’s politburo. Al-Dali dis- 
cussed the current situation in Yemen as follows: 

[Husayn] Is the Socialist Party ready for a unilateral halt to 
the fighting? 

[Al-Dali] We are ready, but this will not happen as long as 
the other side continues to fight. In principle, we are ready 
to stop fighting. 

{[Husayn] Are you prepared to accept the deployment of 
Arab forces? 

[Al-Dali] If circumstances demand it, and there is no other 
way to stop the fighting but that solution, then we would 
not oppose it, if all other paths are closed to us. The other 
parties that were mediating have suggested the need to 
meet, in the framework of safeguarding Yemeni unity and 
implementing the document. 

{[Husayn] Are you prepared to accept the holding of a 
meeting in any Arab country that offers to host it? 

[Al-Dali] Yes, we accept that. Inevitably, first of all, the 
basis for this meeting must be the necessity of a halt to the 
fighting, first of all, and studying all ways of implementing 
the pledge and agreement document. It would be mistaken 
to say that this is an internal matter. If it were an internal 
matter, why wouldn’t we agree to solve the problem? Since 
we have failed to solve this problem and have resorted to 
bearing arms, and to fighting, this means that the situation 
is no longer an internal one; I believe that the situation has 
become dangerous and complicated, and now concerns 
every Arab nation. 
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{Husayn] What is the real way out for solving the crisis and 
stopping the bloodshed? 

[Al-Dali] We think we are enduring the caesarian birth of a 
new situation in Yemen, and when we ask for a halt to the 
fighting, we want to ease the pain of this caesarian birth. We 
insist on a halt to the fighting, not because we feel defeat, or 
are running away from the outcome, but to spare the blood 
of the youth of Yemen who are fighting there. 

Al-Ahmar Blames YSP for Igniting Crisis 
94AE0119B Doha AL-SHARGQ in Arabic 10 May 94 p 6 

[Interview with Speaker of House of Representatives 
Shaykh ’Abdallah al-Ahmar, by Fawzi al-Jundi via tele- 

phone from Cairo; date not given—first paragraph is 
AL-SHARQ introduction] 

[Text] Despite the difficulty of getting through to the 
Yemeni capital, Sanaa, and despite the increasing noise of 
bullets and absence of the sound of dialogue between 
Yemeni President ’Ali "Abdallah Salih and Vice President 
"Ali Salim al-Bid, AL-SHARQ succeeded in conducting a 
very brief telephone interview with Shaykh ‘Abdallah 
al-Ahmar, speaker of the Yemeni House of Representa- 
tives and grand shaykh of the Yemeni tribes. The interview 
lasted just minutes when the telephone line went dead. 

[Al-Jundi] The current situation in Yemen—who exactly is 
responsible tor this military conflict? 

[Al-Ahmar] The situation in Yemen is terrible. The lead- 
ership of the Socialist Party is responsible. They created 
the political crisis and started the military confrontation. 

[Al-Jundi] Are you, as the leader of the Yemeni Reform 
Grouping, able to carry out mediation now between the 
Yemeni president and vice president? 

[Al-Ahmar] At the start of the crisis we tried very hard to 
play this role, and did play it, but the Socialist Party is 
being difficult, and created the crisis from the beginning. It 
had two demands: constitutional amendments and the 
election of a new presidential council. When these were 
granted, the party went on to make new demands, and we 
acceded out of our desire for unity, and all Yemeni forces 
tried to meet the demands that were made. All the 
demands included the pledge and agreement document, 
and we agreed to them in order to end the crisis and 
preserve the union. But after all the Yemeni forces, the 
coalition parties, and our legitimate institutions agreed to 
the document that had been signed, which granted all their 
demands, they revolted again and escalated the military 
situation, and attacked, in order to get what they really 
wanted: secession. 

[Al-Jundi] It is clear that you blame the Socialist Party for 
what is happening now. 

[Al-Ahmar] Yes. Yes, we blame them for what has hap- 
pened. First, we blame them for creating the political 
crisis, and now we blame them for starting the military 
confrontation. We, the House of Representatives, have 
tried and are still trying to solve the crisis. 
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We postponed some of the constitutional measures we had 
the right to take in order to spare the country and please 
these ““mutinous” elements revolting against the legitimate 
government, and heading for military con‘lict and the 
escalation of the situa‘1on. Thus they bear the responsi- 
bility, and the entire people holds them responsible. 

[Al-Jundi] Is it possible to say that the dialogue committee 
has been playing its role in this current phase? 

[Al-Ahmar] The dialogue committee has carried out its 
duty to formulate the document and the coalition’s agree- 
ment upon it. Everyone agrees that the crisis ended with 
the signature of the document, but the Socialist Party 
revolted as it had revolted at the outset against democ- 
racy—only now it was revolting against the document. 

{[Al-Jundi] Al-Bid lays the blame on President Ali “Abdal- 
lah Salih and his speech on 27 April. 

[Al-Ahmar] The practical facts disprove that. President 
"Ali “Abdallah Salih agreed to the document, signed it, and 
committed himself to it, and so did the others, the [Gen- 
eral People’s] Congress and Reform [parties]. The Socialist 
Party did not, especially Presidential Council! Member ‘Ali 
Salim al-Bid, Salim Salih Muhammad, the Prime Minister, 
and the Socialist ministers. It has been two and one-half 
months since it was signed, and everyone Is in agreement. 

The Socialist Party started the military confrontation to 

get what it wanted—secession. That is why we hold them 
responsible. 

[Al-Jundi] Are you able to play a role at present? 

[Al-Ahmar] There are no solutions beyond what ts there in 
the document. If there is any role I can play as leader of the 

Yemeni Grouping, I will not hesitate. 

It was at this point that the phone went dead. 

Al-Zandani Chastises YSP for Crisis Role 
94AE0119C Doha AL-SHARQ in Arabic 14 May 94 p 7 

[Report on interview with ’Abd-al-Majid al-Zandani, 
member of the Presidential Council, by Qatari News 
Agency, via telephone from Doha; date not given] 

[Text] His Eminence Shaykh *Abd-al-Majid al-Zandani, 
member of the Presidential Council in the Republic of 

Yemen, has blamed the Yemeni Socialist Party [YSP] for 
the outbreak of the current fighting. He explained that the 

government had done everything in its power to prevent 

the present clash, and even offered “major concessions.” 
The YSP, however, proceeded to escalate to crisis, until it 
has reached the point where it 1s today. Shaykh ’Abd- 
al-Majid al-Zandani revealed, in a telephone interview with 
the Qatar News Agency, that the pro-secession forces in the 
South were receiving outside aid. He expressed his doubt, 
however, that the secessionists would be abie to take advan- 
tage of this assistance. In his interview, al-Zandani criticized 
some of the Arab media for the way they were covering the 

events in Yemen, and called upon them to check their 

accuracy in the treatment of these events. He also called for 

a clear and strong Arab position that supported “truth and 
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constitutional legitimacy.” In this connection, the Presiden- 
tial Council member lauded Qatar’s position on the Yemen 
crisis, saying that “our brothers in Qatar have stood with us 
in our predicament, and stood with truth, unity, and legiti- 
macy.” Shaykh al-Zandani said in the interview that the 
forces of legitimacy and unity were in a secure position, and 
that they were now very close to Aden. He categorically 

denied the rumors about the presence of other Arab forces 
fighting alongside them. 

Responding to a question about the background of the 
events, Shaykh ’Abd-al-Majid al-Zandani said in his Qatar 
News Agency interview that the Socialist Party that had 

ruled the southern part of Yemen for 23 years, and that the 
communist regime had used the union as a cover, after the 
fall of the communist parties of other countries of the 

world, though they still were working for secession, and 
retained their hegemony over the southern and eastern 
governorates. They had, he said, spent the funds allocated 
to them, and budgets, for services benefiting their party, 
and never cared about the union. 

He added that the Socialist Party had never changed its 
agenda, even now, and still acted in line with the philos- 
ophy of struggle and the existence of contradiction, which 
it fed in creating the crisis. Furthermore, it still had a 
factory making alcoholic beverages, and encouraged sec- 
tarian, tribal, and party conflicts. 

He went on to say, “Then this party began to mortgage its 
policy to foreign interests and lost its appetite for the unity 

of Yemen, people, land, and government. So the crisis flared 
up.” He said that the instigator of the crisis was ‘Ali Salim 
al-Bid, who started it after his return from America on last 
19 August, while the House of Representatives had put its 

trust in the coalition government on the third of that month. 

He added that *Ali Salim al-Bid had begun to escalate the 
crisis after his “‘seclusion in Aden.” He made life hard for 
people, until the crisis reached the point of military engage- 
ments. He said that the government had offered conces- 

sions that deserved consideration in order to avert collapse, 
but in spite of them the explosion took place in Abyan on 
the day the “Pledge and Accord Document” was signed. 

In his interview, His Excellency Shaykh ‘’Abd-al-Majid 
al-Zandani enumerated many facts as evidence that it was 
the Socialist Party that had started the trouble and brought 
things to where they were now. He said that the Socialists 
were behind the fighting that took place in Shabwah, 
*Umran, and Dhamar, between units of the armed forces. 
He said that the government had done everything in its 

power to contain these events, and keep their scope as 
narrow as possible, but the Socialist Party was engaged in 

plans to stir up and escalate the fighting in several regions, 
and this forced the government to take steps to protect its 

army and people, and to protect the union and the legiti- 

mate government. 

The president of the Yemeni Presidential Council indi- 
cated, however, in his answer to a question, that there was 

a large anti-secession group in the Socialist Party, which 
opposed the party’s plans, and its voice was now being 
heard against the leadership. He said, ‘““We wanted the 
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Socialist Party to change its ideological and political con- 
duct, to bury the past, and to resume a good life, but it 
utterly rejected this opportunity.” 

In response to a question about whether it would be possible 
for the government to deal with the Socialist Party in the 
event the party's leadership changed, he said, “The govern- 

ment has laid down conditions for that, the first of which is 
that we cannot put down our arms unless the rebels submit 
to the legitimate government and the results of the April 

1993 elections. And they must turn over war criminals for 

trial.”” As to whether the present war might turn into a civil 
war, Shaykh al-Zandani expressed his confidence that the 

Yemeni people in the South were even more dedicated than 

the people of the Northern governorates when it came to 

getting rid of the Socialist Party, because they had tasted the 
bitterness of that party’s rule for 23 years. 

He added, “Many of those who are fighting the Socialist 
Party are from the southeastern governorates. As soon as 
they were assured that they would be protected from the 

Socialist Party and its maltreatment of them, and once 

they had the opportunity, they proclaim their true opin- 

ions of this party. 

Addressing the Socialists’ position in the House of Repre- 

sentatives now that events had run out of control, al- 
Zandani said, in his interview with the Qatar News Agency, 

tat some of them were still members of the House of 
Representatives’ presidential commission, and that there 
were other members of House of Representatives who were 

now among the most vehement opponents of the Socialists. 

He added that “the wartime conditions could not besiege 
several Socialist Party members of the House of Represen- 

tatives, who left the House of Representatives when some 

roads were blocked.” In response to a question about the 

military situation, al-Zandani expressed “regret, because 

our brothers, especially those close to us, have not made 

the effort to seek out the facts.’ He went on to say that 
‘union forces now are close to Aden, in Abyan. The media 

attacking us says that the battles are taking place on the 

former border. We do not know whether the call for Arab 
unity has now become a crime, or perhaps the union of 

Arab countries is now an atrocity. Is it now a crime to 
safeguard our legitimate government, freely chosen by the 

people, and to oppose a mutiny? We cry to God about this 

oppression of our loved ones, neighbors, and brothers.” 

He said that the city of al-Dali’ was now under union 
forces’ control, and that the people in the Southern prov- 

inces only wanted to be reassured that the government 
would protect them from communist oppression, for them 
to show their true feelings. He indicated that secessionist 
brigades were surrendering one after the other, and joining 
the forces of the legitimate government. 

He explained that the biggest obstacle on the road to Aden 

now was the site of al--Anad [military base], as it was a very 
strong fortress, with an airport and various equipment, 
and was surrounded by steep mountains. 

Turning to rumors that some Arabs, from Sudan and Iraq, 
were fighting alongside government forces in Yemen, the 
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member of Yemen’s Presidential Council said that these 
reports had absolutely no basis in truth. He said Sudan 
itself had denied it, and that there had been Iraqis in Aden 
for a long time; there were also Somalis fleeing the war in 
a carnp in the Southern governorates. 

He expressed his regret that there was “‘media deception 
whose objective was to mislead,” and that there was “a 
political movement at the pan-Arab level, based on the 
circumstances of the Gulf war, and for other reasons, to 
slander some Arab countries.” 

Addressing Qatar’s position on the crisis, Shaykh al- 
Zandani said that “our brothers in Qatar have a special 
place in our hearts, a place that has grown even dearer in 

this crisis. A friend in need is a friend indeed. Our brothers 
in Qatar have stood with us in our predicament, and stood 
with truth, unity, and legitimacy, and with their faith. They 
have adopted clear positions for which we thank them.”’ He 
went on to say, “We say to the Arabs, ‘Ask yourselves, do 
you support mutiny against governments? Are you now for 
a socialist, communist party that fights Islam?’ In response 
to a question about whether the Southern forces had foreign 
backing, Shaykh al-Zandani that “there is foreign backing, 
which we know about. If it weren’t for this foreign backing, 
they would never have dared to get involved in something 
like this. But if this aid reaches those who cannot use it, it 
will hurt the recipient and the giver.”’ Al-Zandani expressed 
his confidence that this would do nothing to change the 
balance of power; it would not tip the scale in favor of the 
mutiny. He said, ‘We are in the right, and God will give us 
victory.” Al-Zandani concluded by directing his remarks to 
Yemeni communities abroad, saying that “this is a decisive 
time for defining our position on this faction which has 
abandoned its nation, faith, and consensus. Your army and 
your people are dealing with this faction the only way they 
understand.” 

Islamic Dimensions of Current Crisis Cited 

944E0117A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
21 May 94 p 3 

[Text] Sanaa—Mosque preachers in the Yemeni capital 

called yesterday for “maintaining jihad for God’s sake” 
and in order to rid the country of what they described as 
the “enemies of God and his Prophet.” That was a clear 
reference to the military confrontation, currently in its 
third successive week, between forces loyal to President 

‘Ali “Abdallah Salih and Chamber of Deputies Speaker 
Shaykh ’Abdallah bin-Husayn al-Ahmar, and other forces 
loyal to *Ali Salim al-Bid and leaders of the Yemeni 
Socialist Party whom Sanaa regards as insurrectionists 
against legitimate authority. 

Mosque preachers, in their Friday sermons, did not consider 
it inconceivable that “the current war would continue for a 
few more days or even for months” since, in their opinion, 
it takes patience and wisdom to overpower and defeat 
enemy strongholds. They noted that the muyjahidin, as they 
called them, waged a fierce battle at Mihwar al-Hind, some 
60 km from Aden where, they pointed out, most concrete 

fortifications exceed two meters in thickness. And yet, they 
said the lightly armed mujahidin charged them and secured 
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them with a minimum of losses compared to enemy casu- 
alties. That claim is consistent with communiques issued by 
Sanaa, which continues to claim control of the base despite 
Aden’s assertions to the contrary. 

The preachers asserted that groups of Yemeni civilians have 
volunteered in what they called the “jihad for God’s sake” 
and joined the ranks of regular forces that are engaged in 
fierce fighting in order to achieve their mission. They added 
that the volunteers have joined various divisions in soli- 
darity with their warring brethren and in order that “they all 
may celebrate clear victory,” as the preachers put it. 

In a related development, an informed source in Sanaa 
shrugged off the impact of the “volunteer mujahidin” who 
include groups of Arab Afghans as well as militias of the 
Yemeni Reform Grouping. He opined that they could 
have no stronger impact on the battle than either the 
“deluded” Socialist Party militias or those whom ‘Ali 
Salim al-Bid and his supporters dispatched to the moun- 
tains of al-Dali’, Radfan, etc., in order to regain lost 
territories by engaging regular troops in guerrilla warfare. 

Asked whether the war, or military confrontation, between 
well-trained and fully equipped armed forces regulars 
threatens to become guerrilla warfare or war among groups 
of volunteers spread beyond the military fronts, the Sanaa 
source said that “it is unlikely that things will reach this 
level of complexity and foreboding that some people 

dread. The reason, he emphasized, is that both warring 
parties in Sanaa and Aden know full well that it would 
undermine their interests to allow their conflict to escalate 
to that extent, since both of them are keen on remaining in 
power one way or another.” Should the war continue or 
expand, both parties to the confrontation could forfeit 
their positions by losing the initiative, especially in the 
event of a prolonged military confrontation, which the 
source deemed to be “unlikely.” 

Both Sanaa and Aden acknowledged in their military 
communiques that a number of “intrepid citizens” from 
various parts of Yemen are involved in the military 
confrontations and are engaged with the regular forces “in 
achieving military victories and vanquishing the enemy.” 

Some observers regard this with a degree of uneasiness and 
trepidation. They believe that the development, and the 
openness with which it is discussed in military communi- 
ques and mosque sermons, does not forebode a quick 
conclusion and may indeed escalate the military confron- 
tation into a civil war where each of the parties may be 
forced to deploy its civilian supporters into militias or 
tribal forces, thereby driving the battle beyond the fronts 
into various parts of Yemen. That, should it happen, 
would take a long time and tremendous effort to quell. 
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Those observers also view the semantic use of “jihad” to 
describe current skirmishes in certain sections of Sanaa 
between the forces of President Ali "Abdallah Salih and 
the forces of his deputy ‘Ali Salim al-Bid, as something that 
undermines President Salih’s position and his justifica- 
tions for his war with al-Bid’s forces. President Salih, 
having won the support of a comfortable majority of 
northern members of the Yemeni Chamber of Deputies, 
claims that “al-Bid and his supporters are insurgents 
against the constitutional authority” and must therefore be 
“pursued, apprehended, and made to stand trial.” The 
debate on jihad, while it seems to rebut President Salih’s 
claims, is consistent with al-Bid’s statements on the con- 
frontation between the southern forces and the forces of 
President Salih and his fundamentalist supporters who, in 
his view, “want to regress the country to the way things 
were centuries ago.” 

Some observers believe that by recently relinquishing the 
word “terrorists” in favor of the term “Sanaa-supported 
fundamentalists,” especially since the military confronta- 
tion began, al-Bid and his supporters are seeking to gain 
the support of Arab and Western countries that are appre- 
hensive about the potential of the religious movement in 
Yemen rising to power. 

Observers therefore expect President Salih and his sup- 
porters to be alert to some of the caveats for which the 
West is closely watching, and he may deal with those 
caveats in an unexpected manner. President Salih has 
assured the West, and particularly the United States, that 
once he resolves the conflict with al-Bid and his sup- 
porters, his immediate focus will be on “making up for the 
mistakes of the past and on building a new Yemen on a 
foundation of unity, democracy, political plurality, respect 
for human rights, comprehensive development, social 
progress, and the administrative and fiscal decentraliza- 
tion of local governance.” 

Those assurances notwithstanding, the Western countries 
are not satisfied with mere “promises” and are relying 
primarily on their sources for reports, information, and 
supported figures to determine the extent to which those 
promises have been translated into pragmatic measures 
and actual realities. 

Observers fear that President Salih may not be able to 
maintain his control of the religious movement in the 
Yemeni Reform Grouping with which he is currently allied 
in his drive to eliminate the leaders of the Socialist Party. 
This may prove even more difficult should they actually 
succeed in achieving their mutual objective and emerge 
victorious from this confrontation. This is something that 
President Salih must consider with great care in his quest 
for the West’s trust and for better treatment by it. Not only 
that, he must also consolidate his rapprochement with 
countries of the Gulf and with other nations that view the 
“problem of fundamentalism” with great trepidation. 
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Stinger Missile Recovered in Kashmir 
944S02861 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
1] May 94 p 17 

[Article by Dinesh Kumar: “Stinger Finds Way Into 
Valley” 

[Text] New Delhi, May 10. 

A new and dangerous dimension has been added to the 
Kashmir militancy with the first ever recovery of the 
highly capable U.S.-made shoulder-fired surface-to-air 
Stinger missile by the army in the Valley on April 30. 

Initial reports had mentioned that a five foot long missile 
had been recovered by a routine army patrol close to the 
border in the Valley’s high altitude Kupwara sector. Along 
with the missile, the army had recovered two rockets and a 
booster. 

However, while credible sources here confirm that the 
missile was a Stinger, it has been difficult to obtain further 
details in view of the claim that the missile was destroyed 
while being transported to an army formation headquar- 
ters. One army jawan was reported to have been injured in 
this claimed incident. 

This is the first substantive report among many rumours 
and claims in the past that the dreaded Stinger missile has 
actually entered the Valley. It is also the first time that a 
Stinger missile has been recovered by security forces in any 
of the terrorist and insurgency stricken areas in the 
country. 

The introduction of the shoulder fired Stinger adds a lethal 
dimension to Pakistan backed terrorism in the Valley. Not 
only does this U.S.-made missile render vulnerable com- 
mercial and VVIP [very very important person] aircraft 
flying in the valley, but it also impedes routine sortie flying 
and occasional air exercises undertaken by Indian Air 
Force fighter aircraft in the Valley. 

In winter when the Valley is cut off by road owing to heavy 
snowfall and landslides, the only link between the Valley 
and the rest of the country is by air. 

It is noteworthy to mention here that it had been the US 
made Stinger which had decisively tilted the balance 
against the Russians in Afghanistan despite the former’s 
advanced military power. The Stinger, which has an 
advanced heat-seeking missile can detect the hot exhaust 
of an aircraft at even four miles away and upto 5,000 feet 
in altitude. 

The Americans no doubt have been making efforts to 
recover each and every Stinger missile it had initially given 
out but evidently has not been entirely successful in this 
mission. 

The more readily available Russian SA-7 Grail shoulder 
fired infra-red missile is way behind its U.S. counterpart in 
terms of accuracy and range. 
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In the recent past, hauls of sophisticated weaponary in the 
Valley supplied by Pakistan have ranged from 107 mm 
artillery shells, fin stabilised 57 mm air-to-ground :ockets, 
60mm mortars, high velocity grenades meant to be used 
from automatic grenade launchers, disposable rocket 
launchers, grenades of NATO origin, long-range high- 
frequency sophisticated wireless sets with multi-mode 
facilities and even U.S. made portable solar panels for 
charging batteries for wireless sets. 

Israel Offers Aid for Kashmir Border Control 

944S0286J Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 11 May 94 p 17 

[Text] Jammu, May 19 (UNI). 

The Israel government has offered its expertise and tech- 

nical know-how for sealing the border and high mountain 
passes along the line of control (LOC) in the Kashmir 
valley. 

Highly-placed defence sources said here today that a 
proposal to this effect was lying with the Indian govern- 
ment and a final decision was likely to be taken after the 

Prime Minister, Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao, returned from 
his visit to the United States. 

The sources said the proposal had already been studied by 
de fence experts and the home ministry was likely to make 
a final draft for putting up before the Union cabinet. 

A team of Israeli defence experts was also likely to visit 
India in this regard in the near future, the sources said. 

The proposal envisages sealing in patches nearly 600 km of 
border stretch along the tough terrain of the valley. 

The Israelis have offered to install electronic wiring system 
with alarm and beeper signals which would detect human 
movement. 

The sources said the electronic signal system would be put 
on ground along the line of control and whenever there was 
an infiltration bid by the militants, the alarm would go off 
giving indications and quick reaction time to the security 
forces to deal with the intruders. 

They said if the proposal comes through and is put into 
action before the month of June. it would prove to be a 
“death blow” to the inter services intelligence [ISI] plans 
for massive infiltration along the LOC. 

If an agreement is made, it would be the first defence tie-up 
between India and Israel after both countries established 
diplomatic relations. 

The sources said intelligence and army had received quite 

a few authentic reports that the ISI was planning to send in 
only foreign mercenaries during the summer season. 

‘1 ae sources said three regular battalions of Afghan muja- 
hideens were being raised by ISI at Muzafarabad in Paki- 
stan-occupied Kashmir. They were being provided with 
the latest weaponry for infiltration 

The sources said they were waiting across the border along 
the LOC looking for the right moment to slip into the 
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Indian side with a large cache of arms. The decision to 
send in Afghan veterans for fighting security forces in 
Kashmir had two reasons. 

One, the ISI is finding it difficult to motivate the local 
Kashmiri youth to come across the border and join the 
militant ranks. The second is that the ISI feels that the 
level of violence needs to be stepped up and for that the 
Afghan mujahideens, who had a reputation for being 
ruthless, would take over the leadership of militants and go 
in for massive destruction of life and property. 

Government Reiterates Stand on Tibet 

944S0286G Madras THE HINDU in English 
10 May 94 p 15 

[Text] New Delhi, May 9. 

Mr. Salman Kurshid, Minister of State for External 
Affairs, said the Government was in no way associated 
with the meeting on Tibet held here by some parliamen- 
tarians from March 18-20. 

The Government's position was that Tibet is an autono- 
mous region of China. Under Indian laws, individuals had 
the right to express their opinion freely. It was the Gov- 
ernment’s hope that non-official activities of certain indi- 
viduals would not affect the ongoing process of improve- 
ment of Sino-Indian relations. 

This position had been conveyed to the Chinese Govern- 
ment, he said in a written reply, during question hour in 
the Lok Sabha. 

Friendly Ties with Dhaka 

India is committed to the maintenance of friendly and 
cooperative relations with Bangladesh. The dialogue with 
that country to resolve outstanding issues as also India’s 
endeavors to consolidate bilateral cooperation would con- 
tinue, Mr. Kurshid said. 

The major bilateral issues to be resolved with Bangladesh 
included sharing of waters of the common rivers, early 
completion of the repatriation of Chakma refugees, illegal 
immigration from Bangladesh, insurgency-related devel- 
opments and further expansion of cultural, commercial 
and economic cooperation. 

The Government had made an offer to several heads of 

missions accredited to India to facilitate a visit to Jammu 

and Kashmir. 

These included ambassadors from Islamic and other coun- 
tries. In pursuance of this, since February, 1994 three 
groups of envoys, including heads of missions from some 
Islamic countries, have visited Jammu and Kashmir. The 
Government arranged the logistics. A programme of brief- 
ings and visits was arranged in consultation with the State 
authorities. The heads of missions utilised the visit to meet 
a wide section of people in the State, Mr. Khurshid said. 

Pak. Propaganda Countered 

Pakistan was carrying out an extensive propaganda on 
Kashmir in the U.S. with the help of anti-India elements. 
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Adequate resources had been provided to the Indian 
Embassy and consulates to counter such propaganda, he 
said. 

The Government had also engaged the services of a 
lobbying firm in the U.S. to supplement the efforts of the 
Indian missions. The Government was apprising other 
governments of Pakistan’s sponsorship of terrorism. 

The Government had seen reports about a sizable number 
of highly trained and well-armed foreign mercenaries, 
including Afghan nationals, infiltrating into the State with 
the covert support of Pakistan and who were indulging in 
acts of subversion and terrorism. 

According to reports, a few thousand such mercenaries are 
still in Pakistan. 

The Government was maintaining constant vigil and 
taking all measures to combat terrorism and to safeguard, 
at all costs, the unity and territorial integrity of the nation, 
Mr. Khurshid said.—UNI 

Reserve Bank Credit Policy for 1994/95 
Announced 
944S0291A Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN 
in English 15 May 94 p I 

[Text] Bombay, May 14—Expressing concern over the 
double-digit rate of inflation at 11.5 percent, the Governor 
of the Reserve Bank of India [RBI], Dr C. Rangarajan, 
today proposed to bring it down by four percent before the 
end of the current financial year. 

Announcing the RBI’s credit and monetary policy for the 
first six months of 1994-95, Dr Rangarajan said that banks 
had been asked to increase their Cash Reserve Ratio 
[CRRj from 14 percent to 15 percent in three phases. Also, 
the SLR [statutory liquidity ratio] would be reduced from 
34.75 percent to 33.75 percent in two phases, he said. 

In a communication to the heads of commercial banks, the 
RBI stated that the increase in CRR by one percent would 
impound Rs 3,700 crores. The first phase, effective from 
June 11, would increase CRR from 14 percent to 14.5 
percent; the second phase, beginning July 9, would 
increase it to 14.75 percent and third phase of 15 percent 
CRR would take effect on August 6. 

The proposed decrease in SLR from 34.75 percent to 34.25 
percent would take effect from August 20 while it would 
come down to 33.75 percent in September. This would 
release Rs 2,600 crores which would help commercial 
banks with additional resources. The policy does not 
envisage any changes in the structure of interest rates. 

PTI adds: Describing the measures as a “tight policy”, Dr 
Rangarajan said that with effect from May 16, the RBI had 
raised across-the-board the minimum margins on bank 
advances against pulses, oilseeds and vegetable oils and 
cotton and kapas by 15 percentage points. 

For commodities where there was a stipulation on the level 
of credit ceilings, the reference period was brought forward 
by one year to three years ending 1992-93 (November- 
October). 
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The maximum term deposit rate on non-resident (exter- 

nal) rupee accounts has been reduced by one percentage 

point from the existing “not exceeding |! percent” to “not 
exceeding 10 percent” from May 16. 

The banks would have flexibility, within the overall ceiling 
of five percent, to hold shares (including public sector 
undertakings equity) or debentures, with the abolishing of 
the sub-ceiling of 1.5 percent for holding of corporate 
shares. 

Dr Rangarajan also announced setting up of the Securities 
Trading Corporation of India (STCI), a measure to acti- 
vate the secondary market in Government securities, 
within the next couple of months. 

As per the definitional changes made in priority sector 
lending, the net funds provided by sponsor banks to 

regional rural banks would be treated as priority sector 
lendings and advances up to Rs 5 lakhs would be granted 
for financing distribution of inputs fcr activities allied to 
agriculture. 

The running account facility, under pre-shipment credit in 
foreign currency available to exporters of gems and jewel- 
lery, has been extended to other exporters with a good 
track record. 

The general line of Credit-I to the National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) for sea- 
sonal agricultural operations has been enhanced by Rs 400 
crores to Rs 4,100 crores and to meet the increased need of 
the non-farm sector, the general line of credit-II has been 
enhanced by Rs 100 crores to Rs 750 crores. 

Ministry Announces 1993/94 Export Target 
Achieved 
944S0295A Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
5 May 94 p 12 

[ fext] New Delhi, May 4—India has closed the financial 
year 1993-94 with an export growth of 20.37 percent in 
dollar terms, thus comfortably achieving the export target 
set for the year. 

The latest trade data released by the Ministry of Com- 
merce shows that against a target of $22.138 million set for 
the whole year 1993-94, the country recorded exports of 
$22,173.06 million, marginally exceeding the overall 
export target for the year. Exports during the full year 
1992-93 were worth $18,420.49 million. 

However, there was a significant increase in the ‘mports 
too which grew by 6.84 percent in dollar terms <iuring 
1993-94. Official estimates show that imports would be 
worth $23,212.13 million as against $21,725.54 million 
during 1992-93. This also further increases the trade gap to 
$1,039.07 million which had been successfully brought 
down to the level of $600-$650 million even earlier this 
year. Nevertheless, the trade gap is still substantially less 
than the 1992-93 figure of $3,305.05 million. 
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According to the provisional estimates released by the 

Directorate-General of Commercial Intelligence and Sta- 

tistics, in rupee terms, exports during 1993-94 were esti- 
mated at Rs 69,546.91 crores, 30.36 percent up from the 
1992-93 level of Rs 53,350.54 crores. 

Against this, imports were of Rs 72,806.01 crores during 
the year against Rs 62,922.80 crores in 1992-93, showing 
an increase of 15.71 percent. In rupee terms, the trade 
deficit declined from Rs 9,572.26 crores in 1992-93 to Rs 
3,259.10 crores during 1993-94. 

The upsurge in imports this year has been mainly due to 

the extensive concessions given to the industry on import 
duty in various sectors. Imports registered a more than 50 
percent increase during March 1994 taking the overall 
import figure higher up thereby increasing the trade gap to 

the present level of almost $1.4 billion. 

States Sign Pact on Sharing of Yamuna Waters 
944S0296A Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
13 May 94 pl 

[Text] New Delhi, May 12—The 25-year-old dispute over 
the Yamuna waters was settled today with the five river 
basin States—Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Him- 
achal Pradesh and Delhi—reaching an agreement on the 
distribution of water in the presence of the Union Water 
Resources Minister, Mr V. C. Shukla, report UNI and PTI. 

After signing the agreement along with the Chief Ministers 
of Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi, Mr Shukla announced 
that the consent of the Chief Ministers of Uttar Pradesh 
and Himachal Pradesh had been obtained through fax and 

telephone. 

The agreement, which was signed by Mr Shukla, Mr 
Bhajan Lal (Haryana), Mr Bhairon Singh Shekhawat (Raj- 

asthan) and Mr Madan Lal Khurana (Delhi), envisages the 
allocation of 5.730 billion cubic metres of water to Hary- 
ana, 4.032 bem to Uttar Pradesh, 1.119 bem to Rajasthan, 
0.378 bem to Himachal Pradesh and 0.724 bem to Delhi. 

Rao Absence at Mandela Inauguration Scored 
944S0286K Madras THE HINDU in English 
11 May 94 p 13 

[Article by F.J. Khergamvala: “A Black Mark Against 
Indian Foreign Policy”’] 

[Text] Manama (Bahrain), May 10. 

Mrs. Hillary Clinton, wife of the U.S. President, has 
described the events in South Africa today as the greatest 
day of the 20th century. Few would disagree with that, but 
among those few aie the Indian political leadership 
including the Opposition. Otherwise, considering every 
foreign policy denominator, India should have been rep- 
resented in Pretoria at the highest political level from each 
party. 

The Vice President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, is no doubt high 
ranking in the Indian order, but on the world scaie the post 
of an 'ndian Vice President does not count. Not for this 
event in any case. By any yardstick, the presence of over a 
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million Indians in South Africa, India’s historical leader- 
ship in the fight against apartheid, future economic and 
political interests in the Indian Ocean region with a major 
power and purely from the point of national sentiment 
should have compelled the top Indian leadership to be 
present in Pretoria, irrespective of whether it is close to a 
working visit to the U.S. This is a sentiment very widely 
shared among senior Indian diplomats. Without excep- 
tion, it 1s their view that Rajiv Gandhi would have 

certainly not missed the moment. Those who pretend to 
swear by his ideals certainly have missed the opportunity 
of shaking the hand of one of the greatest men of this 
century during his finest hour. 

Pakistan, Portugal, Ireland, to name a few, have hardly any 
ties or a historical record to speak of with South Africa, 

compared with that of India. But they are all there either 

represented by the President or the Prime Minister. One 
commentator perhaps diagnosed the malaise accurately. 

He felt that beyond the U.S. and Pakistan nothing ever 
makes this leadership sit up and grab an opportunity. The 
fundamental moorings of Indian foreign policy are being 
taken apart, root by root. Despite all the noise against 

Islamabad, any objective Indian observer must hand it to 

Pakistan that it seldom loses an opportunity to make its 

point. The Commonwealth summit in Limassol was a case 

in point, where Ms. Benazir Bhutto rushed there immedi- 
ately after her inauguration with New Delhi left making 
EXCUSES. 

Dr. Fide! Castro, Mr. Yasser Arafat, Dr. Robert Mugabe, 

all cause celebre of the Non-aligned Movement rubbed 
shoulders with the likes of an American Vice President and 
the country’s First Lady. Even Israel’s President was there, 
a true indication of how countries can dexterously indicate 
recognition o: new interests. It is something to be noted 
that of all countries that are touchy or sensitive about 
foreign leaders being absent from an event being hosted, 
India ranks at the top. The poor attendance at the second 
attempt at a G-15 summit a month and half back was 

perhaps a good indication of how others respond to a 

country whose leadership is appearing increasingly insular. 
Spokesmen will, of course, provide all the reasons, that a 
warm message was carried by the Vice President, that 
India was suitably represented, but the fact remains that in 
Pretoria’s record books India did not take the occasion 
seriously enough. New Delhi knows this very well because 
the Ministry of External Affairs [MEA] itself keeps a close 
account of which country did or did not send leaders for 
funerals in New Delhi. 

There had been some speculation among Indian officials 
that India’s Prime Minister wished to avoid encounters 
with his Pakistani counterpart. It would probably more 
accurate to say that the age and infirmity of Indian leaders 
lies behind their reluctance to undertake such a historical 
mission. The leaders of each of India’s political parties are 
doubtless either very old or not fit enough. 

Ordinarily. a strong External Affairs Minister would press 
the country’s Prime Minister to attend such a world event. 

But then the quality of the political leadership in the MEA 
is all too well known. Correspondingly, the visit of key 
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Opposition leaders is either initiated and organised by the 
External Affairs Minister or requests come in from these 
opposition figures that they would like to be present in an 
official Indian delegation at such events. A bit sarcasti- 
cally, perhaps there is indeed a consensus in India among 

the opposition and with the ruling party. All they think of 
and speak about are Pakistan and the U.S. The message 
sent out to the Indians in South Africa and those who now 
govern them is not a healthy one. 

Bill on Electoral Reform Finalized 

94AS0286H Madras THE HINDU in English 
1] May 94 p 14 

[Text] New Delhi, May 10. 

The Constitution (Eighty-Second Amendment) draft Bill, 
1994 on electoral reforms proposed by the Union Govern- 
ment envisages amendment of four Articles in the Consti- 
tution in order to confer equal status to Election Commis- 
sioners on par with the Chief Election Commissioners 
[CEC] and provides for fresh delimitation of constituen- 
cies on the basis of the 1991 census without effecting the 
total number of seats allocated to various seats. 

Copies of the draft Constitution Bill along with 20-odd 
proposals to amend the Representation of People’s Act 
(RPA), 1950, on the basis of recommendations of Dinesh 

Goswami Committee, suggestions made by the Election 
Commission [EC] and certain proposals mooted by the 
Union Law Ministry were circulated by the government to 
leaders of political parties at a meeting convened by the 
Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr. Shivraj V. Patil. 

The proposed Constitution Bill seeks to confer powers to 
Election Commissioners on par with the Chief Election 
Commissioner through amendment to Article 324 with a 
view to equating other Election Commissioners with the 
CEC in the matter of their removal from office, provide for 
the conduct of the business of the Election Commission 
and prohibit members of Election Commission from 
holding any other office after they cease to be members. 

The draft Constitution Bill seeks to insert new Article 

324A to ensure that the “business of the Election Commis- 

sion shall be transacted by the Election Commission as a 
whole and if the Chief Election Commissioner and other 

Election Commissioners differ in opinion on any matter, 
such matter shall be decided according to the opinion of 
the majority”. 

Delimitation of Constituencies 

The Bill proposes fresh delimitation of constituencies on 
the basis of 1991 census through amendment to Article 81, 

82 and 170. Under the existing provisions of the Consti- 
tution, no delimitation of constituencies is required to be 
undertaken until the figures for the first census taken after 
the year 2000 have been published. 

Among the significant amendments proposed by the gov- 
ernment to the RPA include the provisions for amendment 
of provision 28 relating to issue of identity cards for 
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electors in notified constituencies and provision 43 
relating to residential status of a member of Rajya Sabha. 

While retaining the powers of the Election Commission on 
directions to issue identity girds to voters, a new section in 
the form of 28A is sought to be inserted to make it 
mandatory for the EC to get prior approval of the Union 
Government on any its directions relating to identity 
cards. 

Section of 43 of RPA is sought to be amended so that a 
person shall not be qualified to be chosen as a representa- 

tive of any State or Union Territory in the council of States 
unless he is an elector for any parliamentary constituency. 

De-registration of Party 

Section 29A is proposed to be amended so that no associ- 
ation or body shall be registered as a political party if it 
bears a religious name and the memorandum or rules and 
regulations do not conform to provisions of the constitu- 
tion. Any appeal against a decision of the Commission on 
the subject shall lie with the Supreme Court within a 
period of a month from the date of order by the Commis- 
sion. 

De-registration of political parties, it has been proposed, 
may be made by a high court within whose jurisdiction the 
main office of that party is situated if it promotes or 
attempts to promote on ground of religion, disharmony or 
feelings of enmity, hatred or ill-will between different 
religious groups. 

The draft amendment to Section 30 (D) of RPA Act 
proposes to shorten the minimum of campaigning period 
from 21 to 14 days. Amendment to Section 34 envisages a 
minimum security deposit of Rs. 1000 by a candidate of a 
recognised political party and Rs. 5000 by in independent 
candidate. It is only Rs. 500 for SC/ST [expansion not 
given] candidates. 

A new section is proposed substituting the existing Section 
52 of RPA on procedure to be adopted on the death of a 
candidate of a recognised political party before poll. The 
proposal is not to countermand an election on the death of 
any candidate. In case of death of candidate set up by a 
recognised political party, the election should be 
adjourned for a fortnight and the recognised political party 
should be allowed to nominate a new candidate within two 
days of the death of its candidate. 

A new part with a new section to be called 78A is proposed 
to be introduced to RPA to make a beginning towards state 
funding of elections to candidates of recognised political 
parties. Supply of free copies of electoral rolls, certain 
quantity of petrol, a certain number of vehicles as may be 
laid down by the Union Government and payment of hire 
charges for microphones is envisaged. 
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V.P. Singh’s Reluctance Toward JD Leadership 
Explained 
94P50147A Jaipur RAJASTHAN PATRIKA in Hindi 

17 May 94 p 1 

{Commentary from New Delhi: ‘Why Is V.P. Singh Not 
Accepting Party General Secretary Position?’’] 

[Text] The consensus of the veteran leaders of Janata Dal 
[JD] is that V.P. Singh is not accepting the party leader 
position because he is himself convinced that the party can 

no longer be saved from splintering and disintegrating. 
These leaders have tried to explain to Singh in the past two 
days that if he does not accept the leadership, the party will 
face more factions and will disintegrate completely, but 
Singh fears that the party is falling apart anyway, and also 
that the blame might come to him, should he take on the 
reins at this moment. 

Vishwanath Pratap Singh has told his confidants that he 
will not accept the party leadership. He has also warned 
against bringing popular pressure to make him the leader 
by saying he will explain to the masses his reasons for not 
seeking party leadership. Sources close to him say that 
some people have a vested interest in Singh becoming the 
leader of the party. 

According to sources, V.P. Singh wants to create a national 
alternative [to the present government] without aligning 
with JD. He aspires to see a grouping of the backward, the 
depressed, and the Muslims emerge as one force. He would 
like to bring together the leftovers of the JD, Mulayam 
Singh’s Samajwadi Party, Kanshiram’s Bahujan Samaj 
Party, as well as other parties representing depressed 
classes, and unite them all into one group. Singh believes 
that the JD has run its course and fulfilled its objectives, 
and now there is the need for a new party. The JD has 
already broken into three factions, and now the fourth 
factious group is forming. According to sources in the 
Congress (I), this new group may at anytime be announced 
as the new party. The JD is finished in many of the states. 
V.P. Singh appreciates this very well and is therefore 
apprehensive of accepting party leadership. Singh has 
already spoken with Kanshiram in Bombay. He is in 
Lucknow today, where a talk with Mulayam Singh is 
scheduled. According to JD sources, in Uttar Pradesh, the 
JD is completely defunct, and in Bihar, it is extremely 
weakened, and exists only in name. The chief minister of 
Bihar, Lalu Prasad Yadav, is pressuring Singh the most to 
become the leader. People close to Singh say that when 
Singh was the leader in the past, Lalu Yadav disregarded 
him and constantly ignored his directives to show himself 
the more powerful and may wish to form such conditions 
to return. 

Even now Lalu Yadav wants Singh to become the leader 
once more only because then he will not have to worry 
about interference in state affairs and he can exert his own 
wishes in Assembly elections, etc. In Bihar, the JD is 
divided into three camps—of Lalu Prasad Yadav, Ram- 
vilas Paswan, and Nitish. There is serious talk that Nitish’s 
camp is going to separate from JD soon. 
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Rabi Roy’s announcement of starting a new party in 
Orissa has caused V.P. Singh some concern. Rabi ixoy is a 
senior leader who is accusing Biju Patnaik of establishing 
his own government in Orissa, which is not JD, and gives 
that as his reason for starting the new party. The 
Samajwadis of JD, like George Fernandez and Madhu 
Dandavate, are telling Mulayam Singh Yadav that they 
are frustrated with the communal tendencies in JD and 
that they want to adopt the Samajwadi Party’s manifesto 
inspired by social reformers like [Ram Manohar] Lohia. 
Ramvilas Paswan has told V.P. Singh that, if he does 
become the leader, then he will consider giving his group 
called the “Dalit Sena” some political form. 

V.P. Singh is all too familiar with these internal problems 
of JD, and so he is not feeling confidant that this fractured 
party can once again grow together into a whole and 

cohesive group. Its long-known Mandal slogan is also 
finished, and reviving it looks next to impossible. In 
addition, Singh’s health has suffered gravely, and has 
rendered him apprehensive of taking excessive responsi- 
bilities. 

According to sources in the Congress Party, the Bihar JD 
has also become increasingly factious. The party members 
are quite upset with Chief Minister Lalu Yadav’s admin- 
istrative programs. His Cabinet is openly criticizing him. 
Some prominent legislators like Abdul Gafur, Nitish, and 
George Fernandez have participated in open criticism of 
Lalu. 

In addition, Singh has announced many times that the 
highest position in the JD should be given to a represen- 
tative of the backward or depressed class. Ramakrishna 
Hegde has reminded him of this through special coriespon- 
dence. Another reason Singh will not seek leadership may 

be that he does not wish to retract his pronouncements. 

Akali Dal-Longowal Rejects New Party 
94AS0294A Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
5 May 94 p 5 

[Text] Chandigarh, May 4—The Akali Dal (Longowal) 
today revolted against the newly-formed Akali Dal and 
rejected the “Amritsar Declaration” made by the six- 

member committee, report UNI and PTI. 

The former Home Minister and the Akali Dal (Longowal) 
general secretary, Captain Kanwaljit Today Singh, said the 

declaration violated the spirit of the Guru Granth Sahib 
and ‘I completely and thoroughly reject it.” 

Describing the declaration as ‘‘anti-Sikh, anti-Punjabi and 
anti-nation’’, the Akali leader appealed to the Sikh masses 

also to reject it. 

Meanwhile, the president of the Akali Dal (Mann), Mr 
Simranjit Singh Mann, today asked the Centre and the 
State Government to impose a ban on the Shiromant Akali 

Dal and warned that the Akalis would not entertain threats 

from any quarter. 

Addressing a press conference here, he said the Akali Dal 
leaders are meeting at the Akal Takht on May 6 to discuss 
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the threat reportedly held out by the Union Home Min- 
ister, Mr S. B. Chavan, and the Punjab Chief Minister, Mr 
Beant Singh, and to chalk out the future course of action. 

When asked whether Mr Parkash Singh Badal would also 
attend the meeting, he said: “I hope that all Akali Dal 
leaders would attend the meeting.” 

Referring to reports that Mr Badal would show his strength 
at the Akal Takht, Mr Mann said: “One should show 
humility and not strength at the Akal Takht.”’ 

He said that the Akali Dal would not contest the by- 
elections in Punjab as it felt that the elections would not be 
free and fair. He said that the Dal would participate in 
future elections but the same should be held in the pres- 

ence of the SAARC and the Commonwealth observers. He 
said the Dal proposed to write to the Chief Election 

Commissioner making such a request. 

The desperate stand of the Akali Dal leaders at Amritsar 
would prove disastrous as it was an attempt to “rekindle 

the flames of violence”, he added. 

The Minister of State for Public Health and Public Rela- 
tions, Mr Surendra Kapoor, today appreciated Capt Kan- 

waljit Singh’s decision in rejecting the so-called “Amritsar 
Declaration” adopted by the newly-formed Shiromani 
Akali Dal (Amritsar) seeking a separate area for the Sikhs. 

Meanwhile, the Punjab unit of the CPI(M) today described 

the “Amritsar Declaration” of the newly formed Akali Dal 
as “most unfortunate development”, saying it would pro- 
vide “strong ideological basis to the secessionist forces.” 

In a statement here, the party State secretary, Mr Mangat 

Ram Pasla, said: “The declaration is not only similar to the 

Anandpur Sahib resolution of 1973 but it also legitimises 
the activities of Khalistant marauders”. 

New Jharkhand Party Gains Popularity 

94AS0293A Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 

1] May 94 p 4 

[Article by Gautam Chaudhuri] 

[Text] Disenchanted with the internecine squabble 
between the two major Jharkhand groups, yet another 

militant outfit, the Jharkhand Bahujan Party [JBP], has 
decided to take up the cause of the Jharkhandis, preferring, 
however, to steer clear of the political muddle for the 
present and pitching its campaign more on ideological 

grounds. 

Till now, the new group has limited its activity to the East 
Singbhum district of Bihar, stretching from Chandil Dam 
to Bahragora. The area has a population of about 1.5 
million with a vast majority of landless tribals. 

The immediate plan is to use the base at East Singbhum as 
a springboard to extend its activities to the entire 
Jharkhand belt, in stages, to ensure that, in the future, the 

JBP can challenge the other two major groups, the 

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha [JMM] (Shibu Soren) and the 
JMM (Mandi), on the strength of its mass base. 
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While Mr Babloo Murmu is general secretary of the JBP, 
most of its other leaders had been associated with the JMM 

(Soren) or the JMM (Mandi), 

According to information received in Calcutta, the JBP 
has given an impassioned call for “Save Dhalbhumgarh”, 
in an obvious attempt to use the sentiments of the local 
inhabitants in its favour. The campaign is against all kinds 
of pollution—environmental, political, linguistic and cul- 
tural. 

For this, the party is using folk mediums, like jhumoor 
dances, and plays, to reach the people. 

Causes dear to tribal life, like deforestation, are being 
taken up, to ensure that the campaign embraces all aspects 
of tribal life and culture. 

The immediate take-off point of the agitation, when it 
started about a year ago, was the environmental issue. 
Agitations were periodically held in protest against the 
pollution of the Subarnarekha river by the public sector 
company, Hindusthan Copper. 

Public protests were subsequently organized by the JBP 

against the World Bank-aided Subarnarekha project. They 

protested against the displacement of the local inhabitants 
for the project. 

The moderate success of the agitations has now embold- 
ened the JBP to guide the campaign against economic 
exploitation of the tribals in the mineral-rich East Singb- 
hum. 

It has taken up other causes on behalf of the tribals. It 
protested against the widespread destruction of the forest 
at Dalma, Lakhaisari and Paora. 

Tiis had disturbed the traditional abode of elephants and 
had forced them to come to the plains of West Bengal, 

Bihar and Orissa. 

The JBP is opposing the State Government's efforts to 
construct irrigation canals in the tribal belt and, particu- 
larly, the onslaught on traditional occupations of the 
tribals. This is forcing them to leave their homes and take 
up jobs for daily wages. 

With the two major Jharkhand groups busy crossing 
swords and, seemingly, falling to the machinations of 
established parties, the JBP campaign 1s said to be gradu- 
ally gaining ground among the people. 

There is cause for comfort for the JBP because of what they 

term “active support being received from a majority of 
non-tribals as well”. 

Sikh Student Factions Merge Into National Body 
944802924 Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
13 May 94 p 5 

[Text] Amritsar, May 12—Under the supervision of the 
Akal Takht, the heads of five Sikh students’ federation 
factions today announced the dissolution of their respec- 
tive groups and agreed to form a unified All-India Sikh 
Students’ Federation [AISSF], reports UNI. 
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The unified group of the AISSF will function as an 
independent, but affiliated, students’ wing of the Shiro- 
mani Akali Dal (Amritsar), formed under the directives of 
the Akal Takht. 

The formation of the unified AISSF was officially 

announced by the acting Jathedar of the Akal Takht, Mr 
Manjit Singh, inside the Golden Temple. 

A five-member supreme council, which will function as the 

decision-making body of this new group, was also formed. 

The factions dissolved were those headed by Mr Jasbir 

Singh Ghuman, Mr Harminder Singh Gill, Mr Virsa Singh 
Valtoha, Mr Gurdip Singh Nagowal and Mr Bhupinder 
Singh Khalsa. Another group, calling itself the World Sikh 
Youth Organization, has also expressed its willingness to 
merge with the unified AISSF. 

While Mr Ghuman headed the faction owing allegiance to 
the chief of Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, 
Mr Gurcharan Singh Tohra, Mr Gill headed the Manjit 
Singh faction. Mr Valtoha was the leader of the Babbar 
Vidyarthi Jathebandi, affiliated to the dissolved Babbar 
Akali Dal and Mr Nagowal was the head of the breakaway 
faction of the federation aligned to the Mann group. Mr 
Khalsa also led another breakaway faction, an independent 
group. 

The heads of the five dissolved factions will constitute the 
supreme council of the AISSF. The council will work under 
the guidance of the Akal Takht and “for the benefit of the 
Sikh Panth”. 

Later, speaking to reporters, Mr Jasbir Singh Ghuman also 
announced the formation of a 15-member executive body 

of the AISSF. 

Badal’s Charge 

The Akali Dal (Badal) president, Mr Parkash Singh Badal, 
today alleged that the Beant Singh Government was a 
“blemish on the face of Punjab”. 

Launching his party’s campaign for the Assembly by- 

elections in Nakodar and Ajnala, Mr Badal urged the 
people to vote on the issue of Mr Beant Singh’s stand on 
the transfer of Chandigarh and Punjabi speaking areas and 
the river waters issue. 

IRAN 

Iranian Workers in Japan in Deplorable 
Conditions 
94LA0177A London KEYHAN in Persian 9 Jun 94 p 2 

[Text] A research group at [?Tsukuba University] in Tokyo 
announced that more than 60 percent of the Iranians who 
went to Japan looking for work are facing some kind of 
discrimination in that country, and they complain that 

there is a kind of prejudgement of them in the minds of the 
people of Japan. 

Professor Hiroshi [?Kumai], chief of this research group, 
said: Studies have begun on the situation with Iranian 
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workers in Japan, and it is hoped that the results will help 
solve the problems faced by foreigners living in Japan, 
especially Iranians. 

Last summer the research group circulated a questionnaire 
in Persian among 245 Iranian workers living in Tokyo and 
the surrounding cities to permit them to write about their 
lives and their problems. 

According to Professor Hiroshi Kumai, 70 percent of the 
people questioned were between 20 and 30 years of age and 
each has been living in Japan for an average of 25 years [as 
published]. Most are working as simple laborers in con- 
struction or factories, and 20 percent were unemployed. 

In this questionnaire the Iranian workers were asked what 
their motivation was for coming to Japan. One in two 
answered that he wanted to increase his work abilities. A 
number also wrote that they had traveled to this country to 
earn money, find work, and to save some money. 

Sixty percent of the Iranians questioned said they had 
faced some kind of discrimination during their stay in 
Japan. Some of the Iranian workers also believed that 
technological advances in Japanese society have caused 
the disappearance of humane issues and that Japanese 
employers exploit Iranians as cheap laborers. 

Professor Kumai concludes from the research that: The 
conditions of Iranian workers in Japan are the worst in 
comparison with the workers from other countries. 

He advises Japanese officials that discrimination against 
Iranians must be stopped and that attention must be given 
to their demands. Based on statistics the Islamic Republic 
of Iran has published, there are now close to 20,000 

Iranians living in Japan without valid visas, and most of 
them have been hired illegally in various centers. 

Since Farvardin 1371 [21 March-20 April 1992], following 
a wave of young unemployed Iranians going to Japan, 
regulations voiding visas between the countries have been 
cancelled. Currently Iranian youths seeking employment 
make their way to Japan through unconventional and 
difficult routes. For example, they will go to Vladivostok in 
Siberia and from there they get to Japan by bribing local 
officials and boat operators. 

Imports Reach $7 Billion Mark 
94LA0176E Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA’ in Persian 

18 May 94 p Il 

[Text] Tehran, 17 Ordibehesht [7 May] IRNA—At a 
gathering to study the nation’s latest economic changes, 
Dr. Kashan, consultant to the Central Bank of Iran, said: 
Last year the country, whose population has reached 60 
million, was managed with $7 billion in imports, and this 
means that the many capacities have been created inside 
the country. 

Speaking at a joint meeting of the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Iran and Germany Official Industries Organiza- 
tion, he added: It is true that in the last two years the 
country and the banks have been faced with delayed 
payments, but to make up for this loss, in the last four 
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years more work was done than projected in the Five-Year 
Plan, and the average growth of 8.1 percent in GNP is a 
good indication of thriving economic activity. 

The Central Bank consultant said: In the year 1367 [21 
March 1988-20 March 1989] Iran imported 4.5 to 5 
million tons of wheat per year, while in the year 1371 [21 
March 1992-20 March 1993] and 1372 [21 March 1993-20 
March 1994] this figure decreased to 2.5 million tons. 
Imports of almost 4 million tons of iron and steel in the 
year 1367 changed to exports of | million tons of these 
materials in the year 1372. 

Dr. Kashan said the nation’s capacity to produce oil 
by-products increased from 2.5 million barrels per day 
[BPD] in the year 1367 to the present 4.5 million BPD. He 
added: The Islamic Republic of Iran carried out its Five- 
Year Economic Development Plan with fewer than 500 
foreign experts, and its capital formations grew to 23 
percent of GNP. 

Concerning the extent of Iran’s indebtedness, he added: 
Iran’s total debts, including the suspended payments and 
what will come due in the future, will be paid in the next 
five years without any problem according to the payment 
schedule that has been established. 

He added: This is provided that payments are not delayed 
by a drop in the value of the dollar against other reputable 
currencies such as the yen and the mark, or by a drop in the 
price of oil. 

Passenger Control at Country’s Airports Reduced 
94LA0175A Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA in Persian 

27 Apr 94 p 3 

[Text] Tehran, 28 Farvardin [17 April] Central News 
Unit—With the creation of facilities at the nation’s air- 
ports, entry and exit formalities for passengers and the 
checkpoints for inspecting and monitoring passenger doc- 
uments and luggage have been reduced. 

Bani Najarian. deputy minister of roads and transporta- 
tion and chief of the National Aircraft Organization, in 
announcing the above, adued: The checkpoints for moni- 
toring tickets, visas, passports, and luggage for passengers 
coming into the country have been reduced from five to 
two, and from 11 to four for departing passengers. 

Bani Najarian added: In the near future all Iran’s interna- 
tional airports will perform several monitoring tasks at one 
place, and will deal with passenger issues at another. 

With regard to passengers departing the country, he said: 
Passengers leaving the country with tickets in hand will 
only be checked once by police and customs agents, and 
passenger luggage will also be inspected by inspection 
equipment. 

The passenger greeting section is the next checkpoint. 
After that the validity of passenger visas is checked in one 
place instead of several places. At the last checkpoint, 

security inspections are done. 
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Thus the time spent passing through entry and exit routes 
will be reduced to the smallest amount possible. 

Likewise, the services at the customs freight section and 
the general warehouse for transporting one-way freight and 
other freight coming into the country will operate on a 
24-hour basis. 

According to the deputy minister of roads and transporta- 
tion, under a measure enacted at the 52d meeting of the 
National Administrative Council, the Facilities Com- 
mittee on Standards and Assessing Airport Affairs is being 
formed to create a single management at the nation’s 
airports, and it will pursue implementation of the afore- 
mentioned items. 

Small Units To Be Constructed for Young Couples 
94LA0175E Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA’ in Persian 
27 Apr 94 p Il 

[Text] Tehran, 30 Farvardin [19 April] IRNA—In the 
Second Five-Year Economic, Social, and Cultural Devel- 

opment Plan, 250,000 communal housing units will be 
built for low-income individuals. 

This was announced by “Abbas Ahmad-Akhundi, minister 
of housing and urban development, at the first one-day 
gathering of chiefs and officials of offices of representa- 
tives of the vice regent and managers of the organizations 
throughout the country affiliated with the Islamic 
Republic Housing Foundation. He added: These units, 
which are small in area, will be appropriate for young 
married couples and small families. 

The minister of housing and urban development added: 
This year construction of 25,000 housing units is planned 
with the necessary budget. 

He said the average area of these kinds of units will be less 
than 50 meters. He said: The price of these kinds of units 
is less than 10 million rials [R], and the budget for it will be 
close to R1 million. 

Akhundi added: The remaining funds for these units will 
be collected over 15 to 20 years as monthly rentals, which 
will be between R50,000 and R60,000. 

He noted: The price of the land is a factor in setting the 
price of these units, and the Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Development will oversee the procedure for setting 
prices and deposits. 

Akhundi cited rural emigration to the cities, especially 
Tehran, as a great problem. He said: If the Housing 
Foundation, in cooperation with the Documents and 
Deeds Registry Organization, can distribute deeds among 
the rural people, it will be doing them the greatest service. 

Esfahan Steel Plant Income Reaches $131 Million 
94LA0176D Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA'T in Persian 
18 May 94 p II 

[Text] Tehran, 20 Ordibehesht [10 May] IRNA—In an 
interview with IRNA, the deputy executive director of the 
Esfahan Iron Foundry announced: In view of the increased 
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production capability, revenues from exporting the prod- 
ucts of the Esfahan Iron Foundry were more than $131 
million in the year 1372 [21 March 1993-20 March 1994}. 

Continuing, Ahmad Eftekhari, deputy executive director 
of the Esfahan Iron Foundry, added: Last year the Esfahan 
Iron Foundry increased its export tonnage 52 percent 
compared to the year 1371 [21 March 1992-20 March 
1993], and it increased its foreign exchange revenues 40 
percent. 

Eftekhari announced that the total sales of the Esfahan 

Iron Foundry for the year 1372 was 1,590,082 tons. 

He said: Thus sales in 1372 increased 40 percent compared 
to the year 1371, and they increased 100 percent in the 
second six months of the year 1372 [23 September 1993-20 
March 1994] compared to the first six months of the same 
year [21 March-22 September 1993]. 

The deputy executive director of the Esfahan Iron Foundry 
discussed the domestic market’s need for iron rods. He 
said: By the end of the month of Khordad this year [21 
June 1994], 35,000 tons of iron rods in various sizes will 
enter the market, in addition to the previous quantity. 

He said the Esfahan Iron Foundry delivers an average of 
8,000 tons of iron per day to customers. He said: This 
figure represents an increase of 2,000 tons per day com- 
pared to previous days. 

Ahmad Eftekhari said the Esfahan Iron Foundry exports 
60,000 tons per month in products, based on present 
contracts. 

Steel Companies’ Losses Estimated at $2.5 Billion 
94LA0177D London KEYHAN in Persian 9 Jun 94 p 4 

[Text] During the First Five-Year Plan, which was 
extended for one year, the Ahvaz Steel Company, the 
Mobarakeh Steel Complex, and the Kavian Steel Company 
lost $1.3 billion, $688 million, and $535 million, respec- 
tively. 

The newspaper SALAM, which reported this in its 7 
Khordad (23 May) issue, noted that the Iran Accounting 
Court confirmed these figures. 

The expert from the Majles Accounting Court, Budget and 
Financial Affairs Commission said that the steel factories 
are not profitable and do not give an appropriate return. In 
addition to the fact that the domestic steel market has been 
saturated, international competition is very difficult for 

Iran’s steel and thus the Islamic Republic of Iran has not 
been successful exporting its products. He cited the high 
finished price of Iran’s steel as one of the reasons for its 
lack of export success. 

Recently the executive director of the Mobarakeh Steel 
Complex, in an interview with the newspaper RESALAT, 
called himself ‘““God’s replacement on earth” and said that 
with regard to his specialty, in one sense his position ts 
higher than that of the vice regent and even the Prophet! 
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Telephone Rates Within Country Increasing 
94LA0177B London KEYHAN in Persian 9 Jun 94 p 2 

[Text] If approved by the Majles, telephone rates will 
increase. This is the good news that Seyyed Mohammad 
Gharazi, the Islamic Republic’s minister of post, telegraph 
and telephone, gave in a speech on the occasion of World 
Communications Day for the information of those present 
and journalists (telephone rates for calling outside the 
country also increased recently). 

Gharazi said: Based on a bill, which has been presented to 
the Majles, telephone fees, depending on how large or 
small the city, will increase between 2 rials [R] and R4 per 
pulse. 

He also promised that by the end of this year [20 March 
1995] the delivery of telephones to applicants will take a 
day or a month at the most. 
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In justifying the huge increase in postal rates, the Islan 
Republic’s minister of post, telegraph and telephone said 
In this area expert work has been under way for five years 
in the Plan and Budget Organization and two years in the 
General Assembly, the Board of Directors and the Counc! 
of Ministers, and finally this increase in price was 
approved by the Majles along with the 1373 [21 March 

1994-20 March 1995) Budget Law. 

It is necessary to explain that the Majles authorized 
increasing postal costs a maximum of 50 percent, but the 
Ministry of Post, Telegraph and Telephone increased the 
postal rates several times over. 

Gharazi added: A 50-percent discount has been provided 
for postal services to the press and publications. 

He said: Production, supplies, and communications equip- 
ment inside the country have reached a very suitable state, 
so that 70 percent of the nation’s domestic communica- 
tions needs are being met. 
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