
LE HI HO News
the Lehigh Valley Homophile Organization
Box 1003, Moravian Station, Bethlehem, Pa. 18018

SUMMER 1980

PA. SUPREME COURT DECLARES STATE "SODOMY” STATUTE UNCONSTITUTIONAL!!!
At the end of May the Pa. State Supreme Court voted 4 to 3 to declare 

Section 3124 of the state crimes code unconstitutional. This section had 
made voluntary oral or anal intercourse between any two unmarried adults 
a misdemeanor of the second degree (2 years imprisonment and/or $5000 fine); 
the bases of the ruling were that enforcing the law lay outside the valid 
bounds of police power and that it infringed on the constitutional rights 
of egual protection, i.e. it discriminated against unmarried persons. 
Although the case that brought forth the ruling involved heterosexual acts, 
the ruling in effect legalizes all private, consensual, adult homosexual 
acts. Portions of the statute banning statutory rape (anyone under 16), 
forcible intercourse, or intercourse with mentally deficient persons, are 
still in effect. Anyone 18 or older engaging in sexual acts with anyone

16 or 17 years of age is still liable to prosecution for corrupting the 
morals of a minor. Although the written majority and dissenting opinions 
are said to be not very well thought out, it does not alter the fact that 
one of the most significant goals of the gay movement has been accomplished, 
to the surprise of many, in this state. The team of lawyers and others 
who worked for this victory incurred large debts. LE-HI-HO can be proud 
that it contributed more than any other group in the state to the campaign, 
and yet embarrassed that the total of all other contributions was less 
than our donation. Anyone yet willing to help out can send donations to: 
Sexualaw Reporter, 1735 Naudain St., Phil., Pa. 19146

Our last regular meeting until September will be on Sunday, June 22, at 
2:00 p.m. in the Unitarian Church of the Lehigh Valley. Following the 
business meeting there will be a POT-LUCK DINNER (circa 3 p.m.). Please 
bring a main dish/casserole to serve 4 to 6 people, or a vegetable/salad, 
dessert, wine or hors d'oeuvres. We'll ask for $3.00 from those unable to 
bring food. Refrigerator and oven facilities available; bring a hot-tray 
to keep food warm if you have one. Call Bob Steelman (866-6390) or Rick 
Balmer (866-6320) if you have any guestions.

Our 5th Annual Picnic/Swim Party will be held on Saturday, July 19 from 
2:00 to 7:00 p.m. at our traditional location, a beautiful Saucon Valley 
estate. Rain Date is the next day, July 20 (call Bob or Rick as above the 
morning of the 19th if in doubt). Available are a swimming pool, changing 
rooms and bathrooms, several acres of lawn, patio, lounge chairs, picnic 
tables and charcoal grills. Bring your own food and drink, and any lawn 
games you might have. This event is always immensely enjoyed (even by 
those who don't swim), so don’t miss it! DIRECTIONS FROM BETHLEHEM: Take 
Rt. 378 south over Wyandotte Hill; once over the hill and to the bottom, 
turn left at traffic light (Diana’s Restaurant on the right) onto Black 
River Road; proceed about 1 mile to the end and turn right onto Bingen Rd. 
Go about 2/3 of a mile to the 90° left curve and turn right into the 
driveway (immediately after the sharp curve) of a large white brick house. 
"J.L. Humphrey" is on the mailbox. FROM ALLENTOWN: Take Rt. 309 south, 
exit left at Saucon Valley Rd. Proceed past N.J. Zinc and cross Rt. 378, 
staying on Saucon Valley Rd. and continuing to the end where you turn

,. 

LE·Hl·HO News 
the Lehigh Valley Homophile Organization 
Box 1003, Moravian Station, Bethlehem, Pa. 18018 

SUMMER 1980 

PA. SUPREME COURT DECLARES STATE "SODOMY" STATUTE UNCONSTITUTIONAL!!! 

At the end of May the Pa. State Supreme Court voted 4 to 3 to declare 

Section 3124 of the state crimes code unc onstitutional. This section had 

made voluntary oral or anal interc ourse. between any two unmarried adults 

a misdemeanor of the second deqree (2 years i mprisonment and/or $5000 fine); 

the bases of the ruling were that enfo r c inq the law lay outside the valid 

bounds of police power anct that it infringed on the constitutional rights 

of equal protection, i.e. it discriminated against unmarried persons. 

Although the case that brought forth the ruling i nvolved heterosexual acts, 

the ruling in effect legali~es a l l private, consensual, adult homosexual 

acts. Portions of the statute banning statutory rape (anyone under 16), 

forcible intercourse, or intercourse wi th mentally deficient persons, are 

still in effect. Anyone 18 or older engaging in sexual acts with anyone 

16 or 17 years of age is still liable to prosecution for corrupting the 

morals of a minor. Although the written majority and dissenting opinions 

are said to be not very well thought out, it does not alter the fact that 

one of the most significant goals of the gay movement has been accomplished, 

to the surprise of many, in this state. The team of lawyers and others 

who worked for this victory incurred large debts. LE-HI-HO can be proud 

that it contributed more than any other group in the state to the campaign, 

and yet embarrassed that the total of all other contributions was less 

than our donation. Anyone yet willing to help out can send donations to: 

Sexualaw Reporter, 1735 Naudain St., Phil., Pa. 19146 

Our last regular meeting until September will be on Sunday, June 22, at 

2:00 p.m. in the Unitarian Church of the Lehigh Valley. Following the 

business meeting there will be a POT-LUCK DINNER (circa 3 p.m.). Please 

bring a main dish/casserole to serve 4 to 6 people, or a vegetable/salad, 

dessert, wine or hors d'oeuvres. We'll ask for S3.00 from those unable to 

bring food. Refrigerator and oven facilities available; bring a hot-tray 

to keep food warm if you have one. Call Bob Steelman (866-6390) or Rick 

Balmer (866-6320) if you have any questions. 
Our 5th Annual Picnic/Swim Party will be held on Saturday, July 19 from 

2:00 to 7:00 p.m. at our traditional location, a beautiful Saucon Valley 

estate. Rain Date is the next day, July 20 (call Bob or Rick as above the 

morning of the 19th if in doubt). Available are a swimming pool, changing 

rooms and bathrooms, several acres of lawn, patio, lounge chairs, picnic 

tables and charcoal grills. Bring your own food and drink, and any lawn 

games you might have. This event is always immensely enjoyed (even by 

those who don't swim), so don't miss itl DIRECTIONS FROM BETHLEHEM: Take 

Rt. 378 south over Wyandotte Hill; once over the hill and to the bottom, 

turn left at traffic light (Diana's Restaurant on the right) onto Black 

River Road; proceed about 1 mile to the end and turn right onto Bingen Rd. 

Go about 2/3 of a mile to the 90° left curve and turn right into the 

driveway (immediately after the sharp curve) of a large white brick house. 

"J . L. Humphrey" is on the mailbox. FROM ALLENTOWN: Take Rt. 309 south, 

exit left at Saucon Valley Rd. Proceed past N.J. Linc and cross Rt. 378, 

staying on Saucon Valley Rd. and continuing to th~ end where you turn 



right onto Bingen Rd; proceed to 90° curve and finish with above directions. 
NOTE: The Humphrey family’s willingness to have our group back each year
hinges on everyone’s cooperation in respecting their property, in realiz
ing that most of the house is off-limits, and in cleaning up after our
selves. Help us keep on good terms with the family for the sake of future 
picnics! ALSO NOTE: As there will be no further newsletter until the fall, 
keep this one handy for reference.

MONEY! While the sum collected for the Sodomy Repeal campaign was much 
appreciated, keep in mind that none of it went into our coffers. With the 
cost for the picnic ($65), P.O. Box rent ($28) and other regular expenses, 
our treasury is very low (balance of circa $35), and we will not even be 
able to purchase stamps and envelopes to get things going again in Septem
ber, unless enough of you make those periodic contributions that keep us 
going. Remember that we never charge dues, but always have expenses.

The Governor's Council for Sexual Minorities (established by Gov. Shapp 
and still unique in the nation) will hold one of its ’’traveling meetings” 
in our area on Friday, July 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the public meeting room of 
the Bethlehem Public Library. One of the topics to be discussed is sexual 
harassment, and the meeting is open to all.

NOTES: The 11th Annual Christopher St. Parade takes place in New York 
City on Sunday, June 29, in commemoration of the Stonewall Riots which 
initiated the modern gay movement. A conference is also being held on 
June 28 by NAMBLA (North American Man/Boy Love Association, P.O. Box 174, 
Midtown Station, NY,NY 10018). There is a possibility that an individual 
will hold a discussion on the group and on the topic of pedophilia for 
those interested at our June meeting. •••••GAYLINE has changed its phone 
number to 868-8133. The group is still very much in need of responsible, 
committed volunteers willing to give a little of their time (one evening 
per month) to help many people with a valuable service. Contact Bob or 
Rick for info. ••••• On May 20 another significant court ruling affecting 
lesbians and gay men was made in Milwaukee by a Federal District Judge. 
In the case of Miriam Ben-Shalom, an army sergeant discharged in 1976 for 
being a lesbian, Judge Evans declared that the Army violated the 1st, 5th, 
and 9th amendments to the Constitution and ordered Ben-Shalom re-instated. 
If the ruling is upheld, it may mark the end of arbitrary discharge of 
known homosexuals from the military solely on the basis of their sexual 
orientation. ••••• The powerful drama BENT, now on Broadway, with its 
portrayal of the treatment of gay people under the Nazi regime, will be 
made into a motion picture later this year by German director Volker 
Schloendorf, currently acclaimed for The Tin Drum. Richard Gere (Yanks, 
American Gigolo, Looking for Mr. Goodbar) will star; his role in the New 
York production has been taken over by British actor Michael York, well- 
remembered for his bi—sexual character in Cabaret. Another play
involving gay men, Michael Cristofer's The Shadow Box, a Pulitzer Prize 
winner, is scheduled for some unspecified future date as an ABC TV-film. 
It will star Joanne Woodward and Christopher Plummer, and have Paul 
Newman as director. ••••• NEW GAY BAR OPENINGS (for which we have no 
details; frequent at your own risk): "Candida" at 12th and Chew and "The 
Gin Mill" at 382 Gordon St., both in Allentown. ALSO NOTE: "The Musical 
Bar" in Philipsburg, N.J. is reportedly no longer a gay establishment.
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