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> “‘I don’t want to see a hydrogen 

bomb built but if there is the remotest 

possibility that one can be built, I want 

America to be the first one to find that 

out. And if one cannot be built, I want 

our country to know that, too. 

Otherwise, some cne of these days an 

enemy is liable to stand up and say: 

We have produced a hydregen bomb. 

Maybe they have, and maybe they are 

bluffing. But how can we know for sure 

unless we have proved to our complete 

satisfaction that a hydrogen bomb can 

be built or cannot be built... but there 

is no way of knowing without trying.’’ 

Dr. HAROLD UREy, 

discoverer of heavy water. 
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THE QUICK AND THE 

William L. Laurence illustrates 

on a blackboard the basic principle 

of atomic theory. 

DEAD—THE HYDROGEN BOMB 

Bob Hope, the ‘‘Everyman’’ of The 

Quick and the Dead, goes over his script with 

writer-producer Fred Friendly before the broadcast. 

& 

oe “The hydrogen bomb appears on 

the public horizon as a probably 

attainable goal. Its accelerated 

development has been solemnly 

proclaimed by the President. If 

successful, radioactive poisoning of 

the atmosphere and hence 

annihilation of any life on earth has 

been brought within the range of 

technical possibilities.’’ 

Dr. ALBERT EINSTEIN 

> “God the Father of us all did not 
make man in his image and endow 

him with capacities to learn nature’s 

secrets in order that man use that 

knowledge to destroy the human race.’’ 

DavibD LILIENTHAL, 

former head of the Atomic Energy Commission. 
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THE HypRocEN Boms—reality or dream—that is the question 

answered by ‘‘The Quick and the Dead’’, the series of broad- 

casts presented by NBC as a public service to the eerie of 

America during the summer of 1950. 

The hydrogen bomb—what is it and how does it work? Do 

we have the right to use something which has the potential of 

destroying all life on earth. 

These are questions posed by ‘“‘The Quick and the Dead’’, 

which elicited a mail response from thousands of Americans 

who have a vital concern in the future of civilization. 

“The Quick and the Dead”’ is no twentieth-century fiction 

thriller. It is a brilliantly conceived and executed series of 

broadcasts prepared by the News and Special Events Depart- 

ment of the National Broadcasting Company in conjunction 

with William L. Laurence, New York Times Science reporter, 

two-time Pulitzer Prize winner and author of ‘““The Hell Bomb’’. 

“The Quick and the Dead”’ has been described as one of the 

most provocative and enlightening series of broadcasts ever 

undertaken by any network. This is the opinion of thousands 

of people in all walks of life, among them the scientists who 

worked on the atomic bomb; others who recently were directed 

by President Truman “‘to continue’’ on the super-bomb, mili- 

tary leaders of the United States; and many of the technicians 

whose work in government operated atomic energy plants are 

making atomic energy possible. 

RCA Victor, in response to the tremendous demand for 

permanent records of this amazing series of broadcasts for use 

in the home, has set forth in this album the episodes in NBC’s 
“The Quick and the Dead’’ broadcasts dealing with the hy- 

drogen bomb, and the use of atomic energy in peace-time 
and war. — 

- With Bob Hope as “Everyman’’, and a host of leading 

Americans, among them the scientists who originally worked 

on nuclear fission, this record presents in simple, easily under- 

standable dramatic terms, ‘“The Quick and the Dead’’. It tells 

the story of man’s challenge to nature. Can the hydrogen bomb 

be made, and if so, should it be used? 

There are those who say the super-bomb cannot be made. 

There are others, like Professor Einstein, whose theory of 

relativity made possible the translation of theory into fact in 

the form of atomic energy, who believe it is “‘probably attain- 

able’. There are scientists who urge that the hydrogen bomb 

never be used at all as an instrument of warfare by the United 

States. There are others, like Professor Harold Urey, whose 

discovery of heavy water makes the hydrogen bomb theoret- 

ically possible, who believe we should build it as a deterrent 

to any other nation which might use the hydrogen bomb as an 

atomic fist in international relations. 

These are the arguments which are implicit in ‘“The Quick and 

the Dead’’—a project in which five News and Special Events 

Department staff men participated, twenty affiliated stations 

in as many cities took part, with Fred W. Friendly as the 

writer and producer. 

This record belongs in every home. It tells the story of atomic 

energy in terms that everyone can understand. It is the key to 

the most important dilemma of our times. 

(The story of the ATOM BOMB available in Volume 1: 
LM-1129.) 
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