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Side One:- Side Two:- 
1. | Wished On The Moon (Parker-Rainger) Famous Chappell (CAR 3549-1) (a) 7 1. 

Vocal: George Barclay - Vocal: George Barclay 
2. Please Believe Me (Youell-Jacobs) Keith Prowse Music/KPM (CA 15687-1) (b) 2. 

: Vocal: George Barclay Vocal: — 
3. Cuban Pete (Jose Norman) (Cecil) Lennox Ltd. (CA 15767-1) (c) 2. 

Vocal: George Barclay | Vocal: Al Bowlly 
4. Serenade In The Night (Ken peek ceeios Peter Maurice Music/KPM-Britico (CA 15941-1) (d) 4. 

Vocal: George Barclay Vocal: Al Bowlly 
5. All Alone In Vienna (Towers-Morrow-||da) /. Dash Music Co. Ltd. (CA 16262- 2 (e) 5. 

Vocal: George Barclay | Vocal: George Barclay 
6. Where Are You (Adamson- McHugh) Big 3 Music Ltd. (CA 16463-1) (f) 6. 

Vocal: George Barclay Vocal: George Barclay 
7. ‘Blue Hawaii (Robin-Rainger) Famous Chappell (CA 16464-1) () 7. 

Vocal: George Barclay Vocal: Stella Roberts 
8. You're Laughing At Me (Berlin) Irving Berlin (England) Magis eierneh (CA 16469-7) (f) 8. 

_ Vocal: George Barclay Vocal: — 

PERSONNELS:— 

Ten Pretty Girls (Grosz- Kennedy) Peter Maurice Music/KPM (CA 16513-1) (g) 

Waltz Of The Gipsies (Kennedy-Carr) Peter Maurice Music/KPM (CA 16514-1) (g) — 

Something To Sing About (Schertzinger) Chappell Music Ltd. (CA 16871-17) (h) 

In My Little Red Book (Still man-Block-Simon) Peter Maurice Music/KPM (CA 16872-1) (h) 

So Little Time (So Much To Do) (Mill-de Rose) Lawrence Wright (CA 17017-1) (i) . 

There’s Rain In My Eyes (Ager-McCarthy-Schwartz) Cinephonic Music Co. Ltd. (CA 17092-1) (j) 

~My Prayer (Kennedy-Boulanger) Peter Maurice Music/KPM-MCPS (CA 1 7540-2) (k) 

Spider Of The Night (Arana De Los Noche) (P. Manilla) Liber-Southern (CA 17123-1) (I) 

(a) Annunzio Mantovani (violin) directing Morris Taylor (violin and mandolin); Ubaldo Motosi (violin, mandolin and maraccas) ; Benedetto Mantovani (violin and viola); 
Angelo Piccioni (cello, accordion, guitar and arranger); Ronald Binge (accordion and arranger); Cyril Messinger (piano); Els Evans (guitar and cello); Turiddu Fama (guitar and string bass); 

Charlie March (string bass); William Burton (drums); George Barclay (vocal). 
(b) As for (a). London, March 27, 1936 
(c) As for (a).. London, May 23, 1936 

(d) As for (a). London, August 24, 1936 

Lengan, August 19, 1935 

(e) Probably includes most of (a) but Soncawnale are uncertain in the following sessions except for Ronald Binge. London, February 28, 1937 
(f) As for (e). London, July 13, 1937 

(g) As for (e), but no vocal on The Waltz Of The Gipsies. London, August 26, 1937 
(h) As for (e), but Al Bowlly (vocal) replaces Barclay. London, March 4, 1938 

(i) As for (e). London, July 1, 1938 
(j) As for (e). London, September 3, 1938 

(k) As for (e), but Stella Roberts (vocal) replaces Barclay. London, July 22, 1939 

When the name of Mantovani is mentioned, the mental 

image conjured up is of a concert orchestra in which masses 
of strings predominate, playing arrangements by Ronald 
Binge of standard popular waltzes such as Charmaine and 

Diane. Indeed, as long ago as September, 1939, in the 
- defunct monthly magazine Rhythm, Mantovani himself 

refutes the idea that to fill a large ballroom or concert hall, 
it is necessary to employ 
complement of saxophones. He believed that the effect 
could be gained as well with strings, and over the years 
since the war, he proved it. 

The big, full, rich string sound that came to be his 
trade-mark was not always part of his concept of a modern 

orchestra, however, certainly not one for dancing as 

dancing was done in the years immediately preceding the 
war. As the tracks on this album show us, a small string 

unit with conventional rhythm backing comprised the 

Mantovani Orchestra, sometimes known as his Tipica 
Orchestra when it played a Latin-American number, or at 

any rate one with obvious Latin flavour. 

Annunzio Mantovani was born in Venice in 1905. He 
was only four when his parents emigrated to England, but 
soon after arriving, the lad began studying the piano; he was 

eighteen before he turned his attention to the violin. He 
mastered this so well and so quickly, that by the time he 
was twenty-three, he had been appointed leader of the 
small orchestra that played for dancing in the Hotel 
Metropole, and with this, he made his first records. He 
remained in this position until July, 1931; during that time 
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large brass sections and a- 

-~ subtle sense of rhythm 

Produced, compiled and transferred by Chris Ellis 

() As for (e), without vocal. London, October 4, 1938 

. he made other records under the name of A. Mantovani 

(which is correct, after all!) and his orchestra as ‘‘“Gandino 
-and his Salon Orchestra”, all of which enjoyed good sales. 
For the next three years, until August, 1934, he led a 
similar | orchestra in the Monseigneur Restaurant in 

Piccadilly, in company with such top bands as Roy Fox's 
and Lew Stone's; he then had engagements at the Cafe de 
Paris, the Hollywood and San Marco Restaurants, and in 

summer seasons at Butlin’s Holiday Camps, as well as many 

appearances on the stage. 

As far as can now be determined, his personnel varied 

very little over these pre-war years; his father Benedetto 

was a member for some time, and Ronald Binge was always ~ 
his principal accordionist and arranger. Bandleader and 

impresario Harry Hudson told me in an interview that many 

of his records feature Mantovani as one of the violinists, 

and other members of the Hudson band confirmed this, but 

the young violinist was obviously a born leader: not a 

flamboyant type who literally wielded the big stick, but 
whose authority in command was unquestionable. 

_. Mantovani lived to see his kind of music rise to the 
challenge of the oncoming so-called Beat Generation with 

its electronic gimmicks, cheap doggerel that passes for 
lyrics, and clamorous percussion, and retain a position of 
affection despite all this. He was not apparently interested 

in jazz or swing music, but as a young leader, he infused a 
into the numbers he and his 

orchestra played, creating a perfect romantic setting and 
yet a lively one when the occasion demanded: the subtlety 

Sleeve design: Stevie Wilkinson (The Out of Town Creative Studio) 

‘back in 1937. 

Engineer : Peter Bown 

of suggestion rather than the mindless repetition of the trite 
and obvious. He died in April, 1980. 

a ae ee rete 

The collection of snapshots from Mantovani’s record 
album of long ago includes memories of the work of many 
front-rank composers, from Irving Berlin to Ralph Rainger, 
and there are examples of genuine Latin originated songs 
that became popular in England. Serenade In The Night is 
one; My Prayer is another (its original title is Avant de 
mourir - Before Dying (!) and the album closes with a 
genuine Spanish tango, with the rather strange title Spider 
Of The Night. Two titles in particular are of interest for 
their vocal work by Al Bowlly, newly returned from a very 

delicate operation on his vocal chords in New York. He 

sounds really happy with these songs; In My Little Red 
Book is a charming number, tailored to suit Bowlly, but 

somehow the original issue did not sell well, and today isa 

very much sought-after collectors’ item. Three of these 

numbers have lyrics by British songwriter Jimmy Kennedy; 

Ten Pretty Girls has music by Will Grosz, and when it is 
remembered that the team of Kennedy and Grosz produced 

Isle Of Capri and Tina three years before, besides many 

others, it can be confidently expected that the jaunty tale 
of the ten pretty girls would be a winner also - as it was, 

It suited the dance routine known as the 
Palais Glide perfectly. | ; 

BRIAN RUST 1980 

WARNING: Copyright in all WORLD RECORDS/EMI recordings. Any unauthorised broadcasting 
public performance, copying or re-recording WORLD RECORDS/EMI records and Musicassettes 
constitutes an infringement of copyright and will render the infringer liable to an action at law. 

Licences for public performance or broadcasting may be obtained from Phonographic Performance 
Ltd., Ganton House, 14-22 Ganton Street, London, W1V 1LB 
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