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In the near future, a random class of 9th 
graders has been chosen to compete on “The 
Program,” a popular reality show that requires 
Its contestants to battle to the death in a secret 
location. Included In this class are Shuuya 
Nanahara, Noriko Nakagawa, Shogo Kawada, 
Kazuo Kiriyama, and Mitsuko Souma. Five stu¬ 
dents that couldn’t be more different, yet now 
find themselves sharing a common plight. Either 
they put aside their humanity and hunt their 
fellow classmates or they die, as the only rule 
of “The Program” is kill or be killed. Yoshitoki 
Kuninobu becomes the first victim. He is shot 
without remorse for his insubordination by the 
homicidal maniac in charge of “The Program,” 
Mr. Kamon. 

Unwilling to join in the slaughter, Shuuya, 
Yoshitoki’s best friend, attempts to rally his 
fellow students together to stand against the 
government that ruined their lives. As Shuuya 
pursues his dream of an alliance, the beautiful 
but deadly Mitsuko’s brutal behavior proves 
that some students have no use for allies. Some 
students are playing to win. With uncertainty 
around every corner, tension setting in, and 
death a possibility with every student he meets, 
Shuuya finds himself clinging to hope in a 
nightmare from which he will never wake. 
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BATTLE ROYALE INDEX. 1.1 

NON- 
AGGRESSIVE 

DEFENSE ARMY 

Land-based divi¬ 
sion ol the 
Greater East Asia 
Republic's mili¬ 
tary. The Non- 
Aggressive 
Detense Army is 
comprised solely 
of volunteers, as 
the institution ol 
a draft system 
within the 
Commonwealth is 
prohibited by law. 

GREATER EAST ASIA REPUBLIC (COMMONWEALTH) 

Located in the chain of islands composing Eastern Asia, the 
Commonwealth was established in the 21st century as a socialist nation. 
With its strong police force and military, the Commonwealth unsurpris¬ 
ingly enjoys one of the lowest national crime rates in the world, with the 
majority of the population living in peace and tranquility. The occasional 
protester or resistance movement is dealt with quickly and efficiently, 
with the guilty party facing charges of treason. When convicted, they are 
punished and removed from the country. Heavy limitation on imports has 
led the Commonwealth to accept a de facto isolationist policy. However, 
despite widespread humanitarian concerns within the international com¬ 
munity, the Commonwealth exports billions in manufactured goods each 
year, due to the 
superior quality and 
low price of their 
products. As a 
result, the Common¬ 
wealth's economy 
has the highest per 
capita GNP in the 

THE NECKLACE 

Official name: Greater East Asia Republic Combat Experiment 
Program Number 68, aka The Battle Royale Act. This once-con- 
troversi.il yearly program randomly selects a single 9th grade 
class from a list of 50 possible candidates to engage in a glad¬ 
iator-style fight to the death. Declared necessary for national 
defense and safety, the first Battle Royale took place in 1947 
and met with a fierce opposition from the national anti-military 
movement. Today, however, the Battle Royale Act has become 
standard government policy. Participation in The Program can¬ 
not be refused, and families of participants view their chil¬ 
dren's sacrifice as a civic duty. The setting in which the com¬ 
bat takes place varies, usually changing every few years. Past 
locations have included former prisons, military bases, and 
remote valleys secured by electric perimeters. The Program's 
current location is Okishima, a small island north of Takamatsu 
in the Seto Island Sea. 

Official name: Personal Electronic 
Surveillance and Restraint System. 
The result of a three-year project 
funded by the state to develop an 
infallible restraint and surveillance 
system for use in government pris¬ 
ons. “The Necklace" is a shock 
absorbing and waterproof collar that 
utilizes a triangulation-based track¬ 
ing device and an internal explosive 
that can be detonated electronically. 
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BATTLE ROYALE 
KOUSHUN TAKAMI & MASAVUKITAGUCHI 

"Royale hits all the manga bases (martial arts, creepy old 

men, panty shots) without being Sailor Moon silly... A-" 

- Marc Bernardin, Entertainment Weekly 

The horror of The Program escalates in this second volume of 

Battle Royale, Koushun Takami and Masayuki Taguchi’s 

terrifying tale of friendship and betrayal. Shuuya’s attempts 

at forming an alliance lead him to the mysterious 

Shogo Kawada, a transfer student with 

uncertain motives. Shogo could be a 

powerful ally... if he can be trusted. 

Meanwhile—having also decided not 

to play the game—what fate is in 

store for devoted couple Sakura and 

Kazuhiko? And the deadly Kazuo must 

decide what to do about his gang. Will 

he allow them to join him? Or will 

Mitsuru and the rest just slow him down? 
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BATTLE ROYALE INDEX. 1.2 

DHK 

The Greater East Asia 
Republic's public television 
channel, DHK is the govern¬ 
ment's primary means ot dis¬ 
pensing information. 
Commonwealth law imposes 
strict guidelines on the net¬ 
work, and all programming is 
monitored. However, this is 
either unknown by the general 
population or ignored. 

THE ORPHANAGE 

A privately-operated child welfare institu¬ 
tion in Shiroiwa. The Orphanage serves as 
the home tor abandoned children found 
within the Kagawa Prefecture. Older chil¬ 
dren at The Orphanage all attend Shiroiwa 
Junior High, a private school. Although a 
public school exists in Shiroiwa it is 
rumored to be a self-defense army train¬ 
ing ground, and is largely unattended. 

WILD SEVEN 

Shogo Kawada's ciga¬ 
rettes of choice. Other 
domestic brands 
include “Buster” and 
“High Night." 

AIRWAVE CONTRABAND 

Foreign pop culture is strictly limited within the Greater 
East Asia Republic. Rock music, long affiliated with rebel¬ 
lion, has been declared illegal within the Commonwealth 
under the Airwave Contraband Act. Violation of this 
statute carries a steep penalty, however tapes, CDs, sheet 
music, and guitars are easily available on the Black 
Market. Surprisingly, government-approved electric gui¬ 
tars may also be purchased legally, as the state recog¬ 
nizes they serve a function outside of rock music. Of all 
restrictions within the Commonwealth, the ban on rock 
music may be the least effective, and has been compared 
to the American prohibition of alcohol in the 1920s. 
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SHIRO IWA Junior High School - Grade 9/Class B - Student Roster 

Boys: 21 - Girls: 21 - Total: 42 

15: Noriko Nakagawa 8: Kayoko Kotohiki 1: Mizuho Inada 15: Shuuya Nanahara 8: Yoji Kuramoto 1: Yoshio Akamatsu 

16: Yuka Nakagawa 9: Yuko Sakaki 2: Yukio Utsumi 16: Kazustii Niida 9: Hiroshi Kuronaga 2: Keita lijima 

17: Satomi Noda 10: Hirono Shimizu 3: Megumi Etou 17: Mitsuru Numai 10: Ryuhei Sasagawa 3: Tatsumichi Ooki 

18: Fumiyo Fujiyoshi 11: Mitsuko Souma 4: Sakura Ogawai 

19: Chisato Matsui 12: Haruka Tanizawa 5: Izumi Kanai 

20: Kaori Minami 13: Takako Chigusa 6: Yukiko Kitano 

21: Yoshimi Yahagi 14: Mayumi Tendo 7: Yumiko Kusaka 

18: Tadakatsu Hatagami 11: Hiroki Sugimura 4: Toshinori Oda 

19: Shinji Mimura 12: Yutaka Sato 5: Shogo Kawada 

20: Kyoichi Motobuchi 13: Yuichiro Takiguchi 6: Kazuo Kiriyama 

21: Kazuhiko Yamamoto 14: Sho Tsukioka 7: Yoshitoki Kuninobu 



THE PROGRAM: UPDATE 
CHAPTERS 9-16 

02 030405060708 09 

Reservoir^ (knojlT 

PROGRAM CONDITIONS: 
All members of the class must kill each other until one survivor remains • All students are supplied 
with a ration of food, a map of the island and a weapon • All students will wear an explosive bomb 
collar which also monitors life signs • Students are free to move about the island but must stay out 
of designated danger zones that will frequently change locations • If there is more than one survivor 
at the end of the game, the remaining bomb collars will be detonated. 

CHAPTER 11 

Mitsuru Numai is killed by Kazuo Kiriyama. 

BATTLE ROYALE 



IN THE NEXT VOLUME OF BATTLE BOY ALE: 

The futility of the situation 

begins to set in for Shuuya 

and Noriko, as the students 

realize they might not be 

able to save their friends. 

However, just when things 

are at their darkest, a new 

wave of hope comes with a 

startling revelation by 

Shogo. But can he be trusted? 

While Shuuya considers his 

next move, the motives of 

some other key players 

become clear as we learn 

whether the enigmatic Hiroki 

and the innovative Shinji 

wish to escape from the game 

or win it. 

Plus: The sordid past of the 

dangerously sexy Mitsuko is 

revealed. Can you handle it? 



CREATOR’S NOTES 

Even though Shuuya Nanahara eventually turned out to be an “optimistic pro¬ 

tagonist”, he started out differently. I originally created a typical impulsive 

and hot-tempered character who would fit in technically, but in the end, I 

think his optimistic and naive character is more appropriate. 

For example, we face numerous trials in our daily lives, but even 

when it looks completely hopeless, we shouldn’t make the mistake of simply 

saying “the end.” One who always has hope can be called optimistic, but in 

emergencies or other times of tribulation, hope becomes essential. So in this 

story, the students may be helpless, but without hope they cannot confront 

their dilemma. 

As many American novelists say, nothing is worse than hopeless¬ 

ness...although in this case, the students must hold onto what little they 

have in order to survive. 

November 2000 Koushun Takami 

Let’s fill our minds with energizing ideas such as “We live honestly!’ 

Masayuki Taguchi 


