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It happened on the night of the fireworks festival. The festival that I was supposed to 

go to with that person. 

After I failed to fulfill my promise with that person, when I was dragging myself home 

with depressed steps—— 

——I came across the mansion of the corrupt nobles known as Undine. 

At the outskirts of the mansion, I spotted a pair of strange looking people. 

When I saw that mask that one of them wore, I felt my heart skip a beat. 

What is this? Was I always such a simple girl? 

I should be someone that isn’t swayed so easily by appearances, but… 

I gathered my resolve, and approached the two of them. 

“—U-, Um… Could it be? Could you guys be the duo from the Silver-Haired Thieving 

group?” 

The two of them jumped in surprise at the voice from behind them. 

With great passion and a shrill, excited voice, I introduced myself. 

I proceeded to ask the two — who showed forced, twitching smiles — something I 

had been curious about for a while now. 

“Did you two infiltrate the royal castle in order to protect the princess—sama from 

the dangerous divine instrument!?” 

In response to my question—— 

“Ah-, Yes. Our calling is as chivalrous thieves, and we are the ally of the masses. Even 

if it is the princess, we will not turn our eyes from a young girl exposed to danger. If 

there is a crisis that beckons us, it makes no difference whether it is a noble’s mansion 

or a royal castle, we will infiltrate it. That is the mission of the Masked Thieving Group” 

There were some small differences, but this person valiantly declared her intentions 

nonetheless. 
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“Megumin was it? Actually, we’re going to steal a certain thing from the mansion while 

the occupants are asleep. It is something that is necessary for the future of humanity. 

Though thieving is not praiseworthy behavior, but for us, this is something that we 

must do, even if a bounty is put on our heads.” 

I could feel his spirit being hidden within. 

For some reason, I feel a sense of dejavu when I look into his one unconcealed eye. 

I averted my gaze from his eyes, and continued to listen to them. 

“From here, we will infiltrate this mansion, and steal something that will be an 

important trump-card to use against the demon king army. We wouldn’t stop you 

from spreading this information…, but I would like your trust, this is for the sake of 

humanity after all.” 

Basically, the two of them – despite the large bounties on their lives – were working 

hard for the sake of the world. In order to defeat the demon king army, they made all 

of humanity their enemies, and faithfully continued their activities. 

Without a care for what they had done; Without a care for what they were about to 

do— 

As if they had been best friends for the longest time, they shared a cheerful 

atmosphere. 

Seeing their moods, my chest began to ache for some reason. 

Then, I bid the two of them farewell. 

As if I had left my heart behind, I looked back a countless number of times, and 

pretended to leave. 

That day— 

As the sole person that bore witness to their efforts, I resolved to help them from the 

shadows—— 
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Notes: 

 If you don’t remember the rest of the events during this chapter re-read Volume 

8, Chapter 4, Part 4 to Part 6 

 The spin-off was written in commemoration of Megumin’s victory in the 

popularity poll. 
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There is a town named Axel. 

It is a town where beginner adventurers look for companions. 

It is also a place that is famous for its public security. 

At the adventurer’s guild of this town named Axel— 

 

“Stop…Stoppp! What do you think you’re doing!?” 

 

—I was subjected to unfair and violent treatment. 

With the request sheet I posted on the bulletin board in hand, the guild receptionist 

lady yelled at me: 

“I’m not trying to do anything! This is a bulletin board intended for use by adventurers 

to gather party members. If you’re looking for people to play with please do so 

somewhere else!” 

“Looking for people to play with? How rude of you! I’m actually looking for 

companions, so if you have any complaints about it, let’s hear it!” 

The beautiful receptionist lady – whose big breasts lavishly stuck out of her chest – 

turned and lashed out at me. 

“I’m sorry that I thought that you were playing around! Then, my complaint isn’t about 

the place where you put this, but the conditions of the recruitment!” 

The receptionist lady pulled out the sheet, and began to recite its contents. 

“‘Searching for those with the thief profession. For the sake of justice, we will resort 

to criminal methods. Limited to those who are strongly motivated. Our primary tasks 

include assaulting nobles…’” 
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The onlooking adventurers that heard what she said, looked at me as if I was some 

pitiable child. 

“…Well I guess there’s no other way. Originally, I was gonna limit this to thief 

professions only, but I wouldn’t mind if they had other professions. So, let me change 

this.” 

“That’s not the problem! I’m talking about the fact that you are using the guild’s 

bulletin board to search for companions in criminal activities!” 

 

—That was something that happened back when I went to the Eris Thanksgiving 

Festival. 

During that festival, I managed to meet the thieving group that I admired so much. 

The silver-haired boss of the thieving group, whose mouth was covered by a cloth; 

And the handsome masked mystery man, whom I’ve feel like I’ve seen before. 

The silver-haired person that was called boss was fine person, anyhow, I liked her 

energetic mood and honest attitude. 

The problem was the masked man. 

That person wore a replica of Vanir’s mask… Well, it’s not like I care about how others 

think, but I can’t help but feel a sense of security when I’m around him, even though 

that was the first time we’ve met. 

There was also that mask that symbolized the righteous duty of the thieving group. 

—I was lovestruck. 

Someone who could excite my heartstrings to this extent was definitely not an 

ordinary person. 

In all honesty, I wanted to join them, but regrettably, I don’t have the skills of a thief. 
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“—Well then, as one of their fans, I decided to establish a sub-group to their thieving 

group. My idea was to gather people that would help them with their activities of 

justice.” 

“Just so you know, if you’re going to form that kind of idiot group, you’re going to have 

a bounty placed on you.” 

 

The receptionist lady confiscated my recruitment poster, and disappeared to the 

interior of the guild. 

If I can’t put up a poster, I guess I have no choice but to personally scout for people. 

However, the people who overheard the conversation clearly didn’t see eye-to-eye 

with me. 

I approached an onii-san nearby who seemed to have the thief profession. In order to 

lower his guard, I showed him the best smile that I could muster. 

“The idling onii-san over there, do you have a moment?” 

“Sorry, I’m busy counting the number of wood grains on this table, so come look for 

me later ok?” 

The onii-san that deliberately began to count the grains on the table. He seemed to 

have grasped what I was thinking. 

“Even though you were idle until a moment ago… Is there anything wrong with what 

I said!?” 

“Please stop, just don’t involve me in your things! Why does it have to be me anyway!? 

If you’re looking for someone you can to conveniently use, don’t you already have that 

person!? That person has thief skills doesn’t he!?” 

“Of course I already asked that man. He told me that ‘If it was a slightly cooler season, 

I’ll play around with you all you want’. For some reason, he doesn’t think I’m serious 

when I say that I want to create a supporting organization for that thieving group.” 

“Well you’re trying to support a thieving group that has a bounty placed on them, of 

course he’s gonna think that you’re joking around.” 
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Offended by the onii-san’s response, I vigorously slammed the table. 

“Even if people like you talk badly of them, that thieving group has been working day 

and night for the sake of humanity! Despite that, it seems like I’ll first need have to 

have a word with you over here!” 

“Please just stop already, I don’t want to hear about that! And I don’t want to be related 

in any way shape or form with you either! Here, I’ll give you these peanut snacks so 

please just go bother someone else instead!” 

…What is happening? 

Does this mean that if I want to help the person I admire, I need to first resolve the 

misunderstanding of the masses first…? 

As I looked around me, I put spread the peanuts on the palm of my hand, fed them into 

my mouth, and began to crunch on them. 

As I thought, amongst the gazes that were averted from me, there was one that was 

strongly attached to my back. 

When I turned to match the gaze, the owner frantically and ashamedly cast their head 

downward. Then, the owner turned their pupils upwards, as if expecting something 

from me. 

…… 

“The onee-san over there that seems to be a thief, do you have a moment?” 

“Hey Megumin, you saw me didn’t you!?” 

The nearby onee-san turned to face me, and at the same time, the owner of the gaze, 

Yunyun, frantically rose from her seat. 

“Well, you didn’t call out to me whatsoever. All you did was give me this gloomy gaze 

that said ‘I want your attention’! If you have something you want to say then isn’t it 

fine to just say it!?” 

“Stop! I understand, so stop pulling on my hair already!” 
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I grabbed onto Yunyun, who – as usual – was being annoying. Despite that, her 

expression was full of resolve.” 

“I don’t know what you’re planning to do, but I want to be one of your companions, I 

think…” 

Yunyun, who recently became involved with a bunch of weird people, said what she 

wanted to with unusual vigor. 

Did the child who got involved with strange people finally grow up? 

However… 

“What are you saying Yunyun, aren’t you already the vice-leader of my thieving 

group? I already have you listed on the roster.” 

“What, but I haven’t heard anything about this! Wait, so when you raised your voice 

just now, you were trying to solicit people for this shady group!?” 

Yunyun, who raised her voice in surprise, began to lash out at me without regard for 

what I thought. 

“What do you mean by ‘shady group’!? We will perform righteous and just thieving 

activities. We will be a thieving group that exists for the sake of the people!” 

“I don’t understand what you’re saying! As expected, I have a bad feeling about this, 

so stop this already!” 

As Yunyun and I were arguing, the onee-san that I called out to had frantically rushed 

out of the guild. 

Before Yunyun could get away as well, I grabbed her tightly by the arm. 

“Why does this Crimson Magic clansman wannabe look so scared!? Geez, it’s because 

you caused this mess that everyone is cautious of us now. Come on, don’t whine about 

every little thing, let’s go search for some group members already! If we get more 

members, that means you have more companions. Now, let’s go increase your 

friends!” 
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“Like I said, if you think I would do anything for the sake of making friends, you’re 

wrong—!” 
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“—Hey, what about that person over there? He looks like he’ll become a thief 

someday.” 

“Shhhh Megumin, you’re being too loud! That oji-san’s just has a scary expression, and 

he’s also not an adventurer, just an ordinary person you know!? By the way, what 

about those people over there who are about the same age as I am…” 

“Aren’t they just ordinary people? Just to remind you, we’re looking for group 

members, not friends alright?” 

On the main streets of Axel— 

I sat on a bench with Yunyun, who had joined me without me having to say another 

word; and observed the people who passed by. 

If we found anyone that we thought was suitable for the task, we would immediately 

scout them. 

However, since Yunyun and I had differing opinions, we have yet to call out to anyone. 

“Ah, what about that girl over there? I can’t see her face because of the hood of her 

robes, but she doesn’t seem to be that much older than us. Since she’s carrying a 

sword, she shouldn’t be an ordinary person either, right?” 

Yunyun pointed to a short girl who wore an unfashionable robe. 

I can’t really see her hair, but the eyes that peeked out of her hood were clear blue… 

“Wait a second, why is that girl alone in this town?” 

“W-, What’s up Megumin? Do you know that girl?” 

As the hooded girl walked through the streets of the town, she – with a deep sense of 

interest – rapidly turned her head thru and thro, back and forth, here and there. She 

seemed to be dizzy from all her turning around. 

Then, the oji-san of the barbeque skewer store called out to her. 
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“The little lady over there, how ‘bout a skewer? Since you’re so cute, I’ll charge you a 

tad less. So how ‘bout one skewer for a hundred thousand eris?” 

“Barbeque skewers… This is a food I haven’t seen before. Did you say one hundred 

thousand eris? Then, would three of these suffice?” 

The oji-san entered a state of shock as the girl pulled out her purse… 

“What do you think you’re doing!? You can’t just spend money like that!” 

“Eh-!? Ah! You are Megumin-san!” 

The young girl that took out extremely valuable coins from her purse with an 

expression of ‘Of course this is normal!’, was none other than princess Iris. She 

presented the coins, and the store owner quickly took it from her hands. 

Ignoring the store owner who stared in shock at the value of the coins in his hand, I 

lectured Iris. 

“When the oji-san said one hundred-thousand eris, he was just joking. What he really 

means is one hundred eris. You wouldn’t find any barbecue skewers worth one 

hundred thousand eris anywhere.” 

“I-, Is that so? I didn’t know the standard, so…” 

Then, with the best honest expression he could muster, the stall owner presented the 

skewers. 

“Nope, one skewers is actually a hundred thousand eris, but this little lady is so cute 

I’ll sell three for a hundred thousand.” 

“Is that truly fine for you? Thank you very much!” 

“Don’t believe him so easily! The oji-san is just trying to trick you since you don’t know 

anything about the world! Come on, it’s three hundred eris in total! If you really feel 

like fooling this ignorant girl, then fight me first!!” 

 

––After purchasing the skewers for the normal price, we walked to the nearby park. 
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“Ah Geez, why are you here alone? What happened to your guardians?” 

Before I could ask, Iris was happily munching on the skewer. 

I’m not sure if this was her first time eating commoner foods or something, but her 

cheeks seemed to loosen in glee. 

“What do you mean by ‘guardians’? My name is Alice, would you be mistaking me for 

someone else? …By the way, this skewer is quite delicious. This might be the first time 

I’ve eaten something so mildly warm as well… If you’d like, please take one.” 

In an innocent manner, she offered the skewers. Though, it was obvious to me that 

she was simply playing dumb. 

Anyhow, it seems that she is using the alias of ‘Alice’. 

I took a skewer from her hand and said: 

“Haa… Well then, what is Alice-sama doing in such a place? Though the security of this 

town is pretty good, you never know when a mistake will occur you know?” 

“Please stop calling me Alice-sama, just call me Alice. …Fufu, actually, I came to this 

town to play the other day, and though I wasn’t able to meet onii-sama, I was able to 

meet an interesting person… I learned that there are a lot of strange people in this 

world, and so I came again to study society in depth.” 

Hearing the contents of her speech, I sprayed the chewed remains of the skewer 

across the floor. 

Wasn’t the capital in trouble right now? 

“Now now, the one over there, please help yourself to one as well.” 

“Ah-, thank you very much Alice-chan! Uhm, please call me Yunyun. …Hey Megumin, 

this girl has blonde-hair and blue-eyes… could she be some noble lady?” 

Yunyun reservedly received the skewer from Iris, and timidly took a bite. 

“No, I am merely the granddaughter of the capital’s chirimendonya store owner, Alice. 

I am not anyone of the likes of a noble lady.” 
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I don’t know who or what she was influenced by, but Iris was saying some strange 

things. 

“Well, if you insist then let’s leave it like that… But this is a bit troubling isn’t it… Since 

we found you here… Even if we decide to leave you alone…” 

If we just so happened to find the princess of a nation walking around alone, we 

couldn’t just leave her alone, could we…? 

While I began to feel troubled by this newfound problem, Iris took another bite from 

her skewer. 

“By the way, what were the two of you doing?” 

Faced with Iris’ nonchalant question, I hesitated to tell her to truth. Though it was only 

for a fleeting moment. 

After all, there was no way that this girl carried any ill feelings towards that thieving 

group. 

“Actually, we were thinking about making a sub-group of the Silver-Haired Thieving 

Group.” 

“What do you mean by that!? Please tell me in detail!” 

Eh-, her response was beyond my expectations… 

“No uhm, I’m trying to form a sub-group of the chivalrous Silver-Haired Thieving 

Group, but it’s not like I got their permission or anything. I just wanted to gather bunch 

of companions that would support them. That’s the kind of group I’m trying to make.” 

“That sounds like fun! So are there any tests for joining this organization!?” 

She had a positive reaction, as expected, but I can’t help but feel a bit doubtful. I raised 

my head towards her, and said: 

“What, could it be that do you want to join? You can’t, after all, we don’t plan to play 

around. After making a secret base that will be our hideout, there are many things I 

must do to expand our forces. Of course, all members of the group will be put to work.” 
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“A secret base!” 

Despite my lecturing, Iris’ eyes seemed to shine in excitement. 

“U-Uhm… To add on, we’re going to be using illegal methods to punish treacherous 

nobles, so…” 

“Punish treacherous nobles!” 

Despite my continued lecturing, Iris’ eyes flared up even more. 

“Please allow me! Please allow me to join as your companion!” 

Somehow, the scene seemed to have tugged at Yunyun’s heartstrings, and she looked 

at Iris with a flushed face and raised fists. 

“Hey Megumin, since she has so much spirit, wouldn’t it be fine to just let her join us? 

…I-, It’s not like I’m happy that I’ll have a companion of the same age or anything 

alright?” 

For one reason or another, Yunyun was also pushing for this girl to join the group. 

On the day that someone finds out that the princess joined such a dangerous 

organization, will I be hanged? 

Anyway, aren’t the people that we’re trying to punish the same people that are related 

to this girl? 

“Well well, Yunyun, if you’re going to be so assertive, I suppose I have to listen to what 

you say. However, Alice, since we’re not playing around, I’ll have you take an entrance 

test. Also, if you do well on the test, I’ll give you the title of the ‘left-hand’ of my great 

thieving group.” 

“Hey Megumin, I’m just curious, but who is the ‘right-hand’? I’m just a temporary 

member ok? You didn’t make me a general or anything did you Megumin!?” 

Yunyun’s expression seemed to darken at my words. 

Conversely, Iris’ expression seemed to shine. 
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––On the plains a short distance from town. 

“A-Alice-chan are you alright!? In terms of size, the toads around here are quite big!” 

For Iris’ practical test, we were going to make her fight a giant toad. It was one of the 

famous monsters of this town, as well as my arch-nemesis. 

“I’ll be fine! The royal…I mean, the Chirimendonya clan are quite strong!” 

Was Chirimendonya some special race like the Crimson Magic clan? 

Facing a giant toad, Iris drew the sword from her scabbard and readied her stance. 

“‘Exterion’!” 

As she shouted, she swung her blade without regard for distance. 

Unbefitting of Iris’ small frame, the luxuriously decorated longsword cut swiftly 

through the air— 

 

And without so much as touching the blade, the giant toad that leaped towards Iris 

was cleanly sliced in half. 

 

““Wha-!?”” 

As Yunyun and I shouted out in surprise, Iris – with an air of satisfaction – elegantly 

returned to sword to its scabbard. 

“Megumin-san, how was it? Did I pass the test?” 

“Eh-!? …Uhm, this is just the first phase of the test! The giant toad you defeated just 

now was just a monster that any well-equipped adventurer could beat! The fact that 

you could kill it in one hit is a given!” 
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“Even though you were swallowed by said giant toad…” 

As I heard such a traitorous murmur from behind me, I decided to give iris a couple 

more tests– 

 

“–-‘Exterion’!” 

“Wait a second! What is that ‘bang, bang’ skill that you’ve been using this whole time!? 

Isn’t it a bit too strong!? How are you one-hit killing large monsters like one-hit 

bears!?” 

Even though I had upped the difficulty significantly, I still can’t see Iris’ limit. 

“This is a skill that is passed from generation from generation, and is a skill that only 

those recognized by this holy sword can use. It’s a special move that releases an 

intense shockwave!” 

必殺技) is literally translated to ‘sure-kill skill’, ‘shockwave’ (斬撃) is literally 

translated to ‘slash’> 

“Could that be the hero’s legendary… N-No, actually, there’s no point in thinking too 

much about it.” 

Royalty would marry powerful heroes, and pass on their power through the bloodline. 

So it wouldn’t be strange at all for this member of royalty to have a foul amount of 

power, but… 

“If that’s the case, then that just means you have a really strong weapon. Our thieving 

group will be performing rough and dangerous duties, so anyone whose abilities are 

merely superficial are unqualified to join. What I want to see is your own power. 

Please display that to me.” 

“Hey Megumin… isn’t Alice-chan stronger than us regardless? Can you just admit that 

you’re being irresponsible for what you said already?” 

Yunyun tugged at my clothes while saying such irresponsible things. Anyhow, I was 

not in a position where I would be allowed to easily admit that. 
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“Well then, go and defeat those monsters over there without using your holy sword 

alright?” 

As I dragged the fraidy Yunyun along, I pointed to the group of monsters faraway, but 

then I noticed… 

“Wait, that’s not just goblin mob! Don’t go! Near tasty looking mobs of monsters like 

that, there has to be a rookie killer or some strong enemy like that…” 

Despite my warning, Iris pointed her hands towards the group of goblins––! 

 

“‘Sacred · Lightning · Blare’!” 

 

When Iris shouted–– 

A flicker of pure white light shone on the goblins, and in the next instant, a white bolt 

of lightning was unleashed, accompanied by a fierce gale that mowed down anything 

and everything unfortunate enough to be caught in its path––! 
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After we returned to Axel, I clapped my hands. 

“Well then, that concludes the first test. I’ll admit that our newbie here is quite skilled, 

but my thieving group doesn’t need that much firepower. After all, just being powerful 

doesn’t mean you’re a great thief. 

“Wait Megumin, isn’t that a bit different from what you said before! You said that we’ll 

be doing rough tasks. You also said that we don’t want anyone superficial abilities, but 

you––!” 

Yunyun – who had been dumbfounded by Iris’ display of power until now – returned 

to her usual annoying self. 

“S-Shut up, isn’t it fine that she passed the first test without any problems!?” 

“You’re talking about ‘first tests’ and whatnot, but they didn’t even exist when I joined 

did they!? Anyway, no matter how I think about it, this girl is better––“ 

“S-, STOPPP! You can’t say anymore! It’s all over if you admit defeat! 

To be honest, I had underestimated the power of the royal family. 

I heard that royalty and nobles were born with special abilities, but I couldn’t have 

possibly imagined that it would be to this extent. 

Anyway, wouldn’t it be fine to send this girl to subjugate the demon king? 

“To blow away the onlooking rookie killer at the same time… Alice-chan used some 

amazing magic. I mean, even as a Crimson Magic clansman, I’ve never heard of such a 

magic…” 

“That was the royal family’s… No I mean, the chirimendonya’s magic that is passed 

down from generation to generation. The magic unleashes a lightning bolt by calling 

on holy power. It is something like the legendary hero’s original magic.” 

In any case, the chrimendonya were full of mysteries. 
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“That aside, what will the second test be? I have confidence in my bodily capabilities, 

so I will take any kind of test!” 

I pressed my arms against my head at the sight of Iris’ spirited attitude. 

What should I do now? 

If it was revealed that the royal princess joined a thieving group of her own according, 

I can only imagine how much trouble I’ll be in. 

To be honest, I wanted to make her give up by pointing out her faults, but… 

Then, Yunyun sighed, and said: 

“It’s pointless to have any more physical tests, so why don’t we test her on her 

education and common sense and stuff like that? Well, Alice-chan seems to be well 

educated, so her academics should be quite good.” 

“That’s it!” 

Yunyun’s nonchalant chattering had given me a revelation. 

The opponent I face right now is a magnificently educated princess-sama. 

Of course it was pointless to test her on academics, but common sense was a different 

story altogether— 

“Thieves don’t need to be strong in a fight, nor do they need to be brilliantly smart, 

the most important thing is common sense! Whether or not Alice has common sense, 

allow me to be the one to judge!” 

“For Megumin whose common sense is the most outlandish in Axel to judge the 

common sense of other people…What kind of joke… Ow, ow!” 

Though Iris seemed to be a bit troubled when I started pulling on Yunyun’s hair, she 

gripped her fists determinedly and said: 

“I-It’s fine! I’ve snuck to this town once before, so I’m sure that my body remembers 

some of the common sense of this town! So please start this exam!” 
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––About the results, well, it was terrible. 

 

“That’s not how you eat that little lady. Peel the skin first, then eat the insides.” 

We had gone to the shopping street to buy some relevant things, and the events that 

followed made it seem that it was the first time that that Iris had seen a piece of 

unpeeled fruit. She had bought a mango moment ago, and proceeded to bite into it 

without peeling the skin. Currently, she stood still in the middle of the street. 

The store owner stared curiously at Iris, whose face turned red in embarrassment. 

Geez, this is why this little princess-sama that doesn’t know a thing about the ways of 

the masses is… 

“Well it can’t be helped, after all, until now, all the fruit you’ve eaten had all been 

beautifully peeled and gracefully served on a shining silver platter right? Now then, 

allow me to teach you some common sense. When it comes to fruits, after you peel the 

fruit and eat the contents inside, you fry the seeds and eat those, and then boil the skin 

and eat that as well.” 

“You’re abnormal too Megumin! Normally you just throw the skin and seeds away!” 

Yunyun’s unexpected straight-man-act, caused my treasured foundations of common 

sense to suddenly fall apart. 

“T-That’s not possible is it? I mean, if you fry sunflower seeds until they’re parched, 

they’re quite tasty, and if you boil the skin you can eat that as well! Well, Yunyun was 

always the most abnormal person back at the village. Geez, this is why this girl without 

common sense is…” 

“Hey stop for a second! Between the three of us, I’m obviously the one with the most 

common sense! And wait-, Alice-chan, you can’t eat before you pay!” 

“E-Excuse my manners! The people around me always rush to pay for me, so…!” 
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Now that my weaknesses have been revealed in such an unexpected manner, so I can’t 

allow this test to go on any further. 

Hmpf, from a fighting perspective and a talent perspective, she’s definitely beyond 

capable, but… 

“Hey Megumin, I don’t know what you’re trying to do over there, but isn’t it about to 

stop messing around and just let Alice-chan join already? Uhm, if I can’t make any 

companions, then I’ll feel a bit heartbroken…” 

“Yunyun, please stop talking about such severe things! I understand already. The test 

will be postponed to a later date, and Alice will join a provisional group for now. 

However Alice, should the people around you find out about this, even I have no idea 

what they’ll say alright?” 

I stopped Yunyun from convincing me any further, and came to this compromise. In 

any case, Iris expression visibly brightened up. 

“So in conclusion, you, who are now part of the provisional group are the lowest 

ranking amongst us. Thus, from now on, be sure to follow I, your leader’s instructions 

ok?” 

Yunyun, who had listened intently to what I announced, showed an expression of 

sudden realization. 

“By the way, why and when did Megumin become the leader? It’s not like I want to be 

the leader or anything, but as Megumin’s rival, if I become her subordinate of my own 

accord, it’s as if I’ve already lost to her. So I’d rather not.” 

“This child is saying such annoying things again isn’t she? Anyway, isn’t that obvious? 

I’m the strongest and most mature in the group, so isn’t there no other choice but for 

me to take care of the rest of you guys?” 

It seems that my two subordinates didn’t quite understand what I said, and they both 

showed subtle changes in expressions. 

“Royalt…Chirimendonya are strong you know? If you want to say that, then why don’t 

you fight me first!?” 
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“Fighting…hah…, that might be a bit difficult, but if were talking about who the most 

mature person is, then shouldn’t that person be me? I mean, I have common sense, 

and I’m also the tallest one here.” 

Witnessing my subordinates bring up such annoying topics, I could only shake my 

head, and muttered ‘my my’ under my breath.” 

“Of course, if you want to take this seriously, then both are you are truly children. 

Either way, it’s evident that I’m the most mature one amongst us, after all…” 

Then, I clapped my hands and announced: 

 

“I asked to man to come to my room to play tonight.” 

 

I revealed the fact that, just the other day, I had made a promise with that person… 

““Ehhhhh!?”” 

“Wha-!? W-What are you trying to do! Stop! Stoppp! Please get off me! Stop pulling on 

my robes!” 

“What do you mean by that Megumin!? By that man you mean Kazuma-san right!? D-

D-, Did you cross the line!?” 

“Y-Y-, You seduced onii-sama to come to your room!? Uhm, to onii-sama, who would 

blindly follow anyone who tries to seduce him!? Megumin-san isn’t a proper lady yet, 

so as onii-sama’s little sister, I can’t turn a blind eye to this kind of rotten relationship!” 

I pushed away the two who had grasped onto me, and straightened my – now messy 

– robes. 

“I’m already of marriageable age. Also, if I remember correctly, I’ve entered the bath, 

and even slept together with that man before. Anyway, we’re a young man and woman 

living under the same roof, so is it really that strange for this to have happened?” 

Towards my pale-faced subordinates, who had listened to my announcement I said: 
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“So, is there anyone who objects to me being the leader?” 
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After clearly drawing the line between me and them, we travelled to our original 

destination, but— 

“The great Megumin would like that much. Can you do this much?” 

“No.” 

The owner of the real estate shop rejected me immediately. 

“What about this deal are you not satisfied about!? Even though I’ve defeated 

numerous demon king army generals, do you still not trust me!? There are no other 

magicians in the world that are as recognized and valuable as me you know!?” 

“I don’t care about that! No is no! You don’t even have the money to pay the collateral 

fee, and you say that you want to buy the largest building in the entire town! How 

shameless are you!? While it’s true that your party has a lot of achievements, I know 

better than to choose a party that was nominated as ‘most likely to wipe’!” 

“W-What! Who and where is this person who gave us such an unfair and baseless 

evaluation!?” 

We had come all the way to the real estate shop in Axel in order to purchase a place 

to use as our hideout, but as you can see, I am being treated harshly. 

“Anyway, a deposit of thirty thousand eris is not enough. You know, I’ve been in this 

business for a while now, but this is the first time that someone has asked me to hand 

over the best building in town for so little money.” 

“Kuh… I guess there’s no way. I was saving this precious thing for an emergency 

situation but…” 

I placed a ten thousand eris bill on the table. In response the owner extended his hand, 

and flicked the bill off the table. 

“You imbecile! What are you doing to my precious thing!” 
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“It doesn’t matter if it’s thirty thousand or forty thousand eris! It’s not enough either 

way! Please just go home already!” 

And then— 

I could feel someone pulling on my mantle, as if trying to get me to leave. 

“Hey Megumin, aren’t you being a bit unreasonable? Also, you were actually serious 

when you said you were making a secret base and hideout huh… Um, I agree that there 

should be a place where we can gather with our friends, but let’s just go home for 

today, and come again when we have money.” 

Knowing I had no choice but to accept what Yunyun said, I gritted my teeth in 

frustration. 

“Ah… How much money would we have to borrow to buy the biggest building in this 

town?” 

Iris poked her head out from behind us, and timidly asked the owner. 

“If you’re talking about the biggest estate in town then… Well you’ll have to pay 

installments of two million eris a month, as well as a five million eris upfront deposit.” 

Five million… 

Yunyun and I softly pushed towards the owner. 

“I’ll give you the right to have this girl call you ‘oji-sama’ everyday, so can’t you lower 

the price a little bit?” 

“Why do I have to do that kind of thing!?” 

Yunyun put her hands around my neck and began to strange me. 

As I was about to reverse this situation, Iris tapped my back. 

“What is it Alice? I’m in the middle of an important negotiation, so…” 

Then, as if to tell us to stop, she took a deep breath. 



 

38 | 145 

“Uhm, would this be enough money?” 

Iris took out an eris bill of tremendous value. 

Seeing the bill, the owner stopped moving entirely. 

Yunyun stopped strangling me, and her face began to twitch in an excessive fashion. 

“…U-, Uh, this is more than enough, but to buy an estate, I’ll need to see your personal 

identification, as well as a guarantor for your purchase…” 

Faced with the owner’s apologetic demeanor, Iris showed a troubled expression. 

“Uhm, would this count as personal identification?” 

As she said that, she pulled out the pendant that was hidden under her robes. That 

was… 

“Please excuse my behavior! Your highness may buy as many buildings as you wish! 

Of course, the payment is fine as well! I will go retrieve the key to the estate now, so 

please wait here for a moment!” 

Before we could reply, the owner had already rushed into the interior of the store. 

“…Hey, is Alice-chan actually the child of some amazing family?” 

“…She’s just an underling of our thieving group.” 

“Yes, I’m just an underling!” 

For some reason, Iris happy to be called an underling. On the other hand, Yunyun’s 

expression was nothing short of miasmic. 

“But, based on that oji-san’s change in attitude, she has to be the child of some famous 

family right? …Hey Megumin, was it really fine for us to involve Alice-chan in our 

idiotic game? Could we have done something we really shouldn’t have done?” 

It was already too late for Yunyun – whose lips twitched furiously – to realize the 

graveness of this situation. 
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“I’m sorry for my lateness, here is the key! …Please. This real estate store shall 

welcome your patronage at any time, and forever to come!” 

Said the owner as he flew back to the storefront. His face was drenched with sweat, 

and his stiff smile was twitching intensely. 

“…Hey Megumin, if we cause anymore trouble for the police, I won’t be able to face 

the people at the village…” 

“It’s fine, all we need to do is protect Alice. Nothing more, and nothing less. 

Understood?” 
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Near the center of Axel, on the best plot of land, was a large mansion. 

The size of the structure made the mansion that I lived in feel like an ordinary house. 

Anyway, from today onwards, this will be our hideout. 

As Yunyun and I looked up at the massive mansion, we whispered to each other: 

“…I suppose we must decide the name of our thieving group first. Then, how about we 

called ourselves the Axel Branch?” 

“Hey Megumin, are you sure you’re not thinking on the wrong scale? At first, I thought 

we were just playing around. It’ll be scary if our activities go any further, so…” 

To be honest, I was getting impatient since things weren’t going according to plan, but 

I tell her that. 

Anyhow, the fact that the town’s greatest mansion had fallen into our hands on the 

day of the groups’ establishment was already beyond my plans. 

“Wow what a big mansion! It might even be bigger than my father’s villa!” 

As I glanced at ‘Alice’, who displayed her warped conception of this mansion, I opened 

the entrance door. 

Like the mansion that had become my home, the first room was a large living room. 

Well, perhaps noble mansions tended to have the same sort of architecture. 

Though the mansion had been maintained in an excellent condition by the real estate 

store, it was lacking the important furniture. The only furniture in the room was a 

large sofa and table. 

I threw myself onto the sofa, and lazily laid down. 

Then, I announced: 

“As of today, this is officially our hideout. From now on, we can come here when we’re 

discussing our plots, planning our activities, or if we just have too much free time. 
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Well, basically, this is a place where we can gather in. Each of you can come get a key 

alright?” 

When I said that this was a place to gather, Yunyun’s eyes began to shine, and she 

showed a happy expression. On the other hand, Iris seemed happy and with a wide 

smile, she jumped onto the sofa without regard for her etiquette. 

Then, Yunyun – with a silly smile of her face – seated herself on one end of the sofa. 

Fixing my posture, I said: 

“We somehow managed to easily obtain this hideout, but I suppose that connections 

can also be called a talent. If it’s something we can use, we should use it without any 

regrets… Now then—” 

I put my hand on the table. 

“Now that that’s settled, let’s discuss the future of my thieving group.” 

After my introductory remark, I began to explain to the two— 

 

“—And that is everything you need to know. They are not doing this for our own 

benefit, rather, they are chivalrous thieves that are the ally of the masses. To them, it 

doesn’t matter if they criminals, or have great bounties hung on our heads, they will 

continue to do what they do for the sake of the world, for the sake of humanity! Even 

if no one witnesses what their righteous acts, even if no one understands what they 

do, even then, they continue to fight!” 

“Amazing…! What kind of virtue could they possible have…? Megumin, I’ve decided! 

Though I was trying to back out from pointless game a moment ago, from now on, I 

will do my best alongside you!” 

I was slightly curious of what she meant by ‘pointless game’, but since she was 

motivated now, I suppose I’ll let it be. 

Then, I noticed Iris’ trembling stature. She had been silent all this time. 

“I-, I….” 
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“Alice? What happened? Your face is flushed and your eyes are wet…” 

As if she hadn’t heard what I pointed out, Iris slammed the table and rose from her 

seat.” 

“I will go to my father right now. If there’s a chance that I can get the bounty of that 

thieving group lifted, I don’t mind saying selfish things to my father! If that doesn’t 

work, I will go to onii-sama and get him to spoil me!” 

“What is this girl saying all of a sudden!? The part about the bounty is fine, but why do 

you need that man to spoil you!” 

Consider the flow of our discussion, how did we ever get to this topic? 

‘Even if it is the princess, we will not turn our eyes from a young girl exposed to 

danger. If there is a crisis that beckons us, it makes no difference whether it is a noble’s 

mansion or a royal castle, we will infiltrate it. That is the mission of the Masked 

Thieving Group’ 

Even thought that was what the masked man had taught me that the last time we 

met… 

“More importantly, we need to discuss our future plans. As of now, we’re only three 

people. Not to mention, the three of us are still relatively young. For now, let’s focus 

on expanding our reach and increasing our numbers. Of course, don’t take this task 

lightly. To add on, if we recruit some more tough and capable members and improve 

our reputation, we’ll soon be able to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the Silver-

Haired Thieving Group!” 

“Tough and capable members huh… Those people are more like outlaws than thieves, 

not to mention that nothing good will ever come out of them…” 

As Yunyun mumbled to herself, Iris crossed her arms with a troubled expression. 

“Uhm, Megumin-san. The last time I came to this town, I managed to meet a superbly 

magnificent person. Should I invite him to this group?” 

“A superbly magnificent person you say? I don’t know about what happened when 

you came to this town last time, so could you please tell me more about this person?” 
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Iris returned a small nod in response to my inquiry. 

“That person is called Hachibei. During the day that I spent with that person, he had 

assumed the role of a foolish mood-maker, and had showered me with thoughtless 

praise. As long as there is a sufficient reward, he will will help with anything.” 

“That’s enough Alice, you must cut your ties with that person immediately! What I 

seek is someone who can sing and dance at the same time! That’s the kind of amusing 

person I am looking for!” 

Well, since we were just established today, there’s no hurry to increase our numbers 

right? 

I shifted my focus to my original plans: 

“The two of you, please turn your attention here for a moment. Let’s talk about our 

plans for tonight.” 

As I said that, I spread a map of the town across the table— 
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At the villa of a certain noble— 

Our gazes were fixated onto the guards stationed at the front gate. 

“—Hey Megumin, I’ve meant to ask you for a while now, but are you an idiot? What 

happened to you? Weren’t you the top student back at the village?” 

Ignoring Yunyun, who continued to pester me about the same thing over and over 

again, I continued observing the exterior of the mansion. 

“Hmm, if there’s only this many guards, and if the mansion is this big… Then with my 

explosion magic I can take them all out in one go right?” 

“Hey Megumin, forget about what I said, you’re clearly one of the top idiots of the 

Crimson Magic clan!” 

Since we can’t allow ourselves to draw the attention of the guards, I hurriedly covered 

Yunyun’s blabbering mouth. 

Iris lightly tugged on my mantle. When I turned to face her, she carried a bewildered 

expression. 

“Uhm, Megumin-san…? I don’t know much about the common sense of the world, but 

I’m certain that this is something we can’t and shouldn’t do. At the very least, if there 

isn’t any evidence…” 

In order to comfort Iris, I showed a confident smile and declared: 

“Everything will be fine Alice. The Crimson Magic clan, who specialize in creating 

magic tools, have a saying: ‘Create what you don’t have’” 

“Stop right there Megumin! I mean, the meaning of that phrase is different from what 

you meant!” 

Yunyun was putting up an unexpected straight-man-act again. In order to resolve this, 

I turned my gaze towards the mansion, and announced: 
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“Everything will be fine Yunyun, after all, we have Alice. As long as we hide behind 

this girl’s back, we can’t be prosecuted in any way.” 

“Hey, I didn’t want to force you to tell me about this, but let’s hear it! Who exactly is 

Alice-chan!? Could it be that we’re not actually doing what I think we’re doing!?” 

Ignoring Yunyun’s incessant shouting, I targeted the space above the mansion with 

my magic and—! 

 

“Ir-…! A-, Alice-sama, I’ve been looking everywhere for you!” 

 

Then, suddenly, a teary voice came from behind us. 

I quickly turned around. Behind us was woman dressed in a white suit, with a 

sheathed sword at her waist. 

Her eyes glistened on the verge of tears, and her breath was ragged. It seemed that 

she had been searching for Iris with deathly conviction. 

If I remember correct, this person was called Claire, and was one of Iris’ two 

bodyguards. 

“Claire!? H-, How did you know that I would be in this town!?” 

Iris exclaimed in surprise. She probably didn’t think that she would be found so easily. 

“How much do you think I know about you, Alice-sama? As a loyal retainer of my level, 

as someone who measures how much Alice-sama grows each week, as someone who 

counts how many times Alice-sama yawns in a day, as someone who would even 

measure the amount of times Alice-sama pushes green peppers to the side of her 

plate; of course I would see through Alice-sama’s plans.” 
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Ah, this person is a degenerate as well. 

“C-, Claire, though that is slightly disturbing, it is as I would expect of you! But to think 

that you would find me with such pinpoint accuracy… More importantly, Claire, 

Please! Just for tonight, let me stay at onii-sama’s mansion—” 

“I cannot allow that.” 

Claire – who would not even allow such a wish – caught Iris by the wrist, pulled her 

in, and hugged her tightly, as to not allow her to escape. 

“Let go Claire! I can’t allow you to interrupt my plans for tonight! I’m going to trick 

onii-sama!” 

“That’s truly a great thing! A man like him should not only be thoroughly deceived, 

but also deserves to be henpecked! Now Alice-sama, please stop being selfish and 

think about me as well!” 

(of a woman) continually criticize and give orders to (her husband or other male 

partner).> 

As Claire shouted such things, her face turned redder, and she tightened her hug on 

Iris. 

“C-, Claire? I didn’t really mean to go to that extent, but first, can you loosen your grip 

a little?” 

Despite her plea, Claire proceeded to rub her nose against Iris’ hair, and breathed in 

deeply with an expression of inappropriate joy. 

“I cannot. This is punishment Alice-sama. For I, Claire, who cannot do these things to 

Alice-sama from now on, can only tighten my hug as if possessed by the devil. It is as 

if…Ow, ow-! P-, Please wait a moment Alice-sama! Forgive me Alice-sama! It is my 

fault for putting up such a foolish act, so please don’t tighten your hug any further!” 

Iris, who had tightened her hug in turn, had caused inappropriate sounds to creak 

from Claire’s body. When Iris finally released the hug, Claire turned towards me: 

“It has been a while Megumin-dono. I cannot thank you enough for protecting Alice-

sama on this occasion. After we return to the capital, I suppose that I need to increase 
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the supervision of the teleport store, so that Alice-sama will not be able to come to 

this town again in such a manner. Well then, I suppose it’s time to say our farewells…” 

Hearing what Claire said, Iris showed cast her head downwards in defeat 

Seeing Claire’s angry expression, I suppose that the situation is as I suspected. Iris had 

snuck out of the castle of her own accord to come to this town. 

The castle’s security will be increased after this. Furthermore, if she can’t use teleport, 

then we wouldn’t ever get the chance to meet again due to the difference in our status. 

Iris pressed herself against Claire’s back. No matter how I look at it, her downcast 

expression was that of a child that hadn’t had to the opportunity to play around. 

“When you return to the capital, remember to keep your ears open. I’ll send you a 

signal someday. If you hear the signal, please come go to the front gate of the capital 

at sunset of the next day.” 

It was like a promise to play again some other time. 

“Eh-?” 

Iris raised her head with a confused expression. 

“Even if you are a provisional member, you are definitely a member of our thieving 

group. Now that you’ve joined the group, don’t think it’ll be so easy to leave alright?” 

Hearing what I said, Iris expression quickly brightened up— 

“Yes! Of course boss!” 

And so, she exclaimed with a wide smile. 

“…Alice-sama, I don’t know what you’re talking about, but we need to hurry up and 

leave alright? N-, No, please don’t do that Alice-sama! Even if you turn your eyes up 

towards me with such a cute expression—! Now, let’s hurry to the teleport room. I’m 

sure that Rain is crying whilst searching for you back at the capital.” 

And then, Claire, together with Iris – who continued to energetically complain despite 

her hands being restricted – headed for the teleport store. 
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“And they’re gone……” 

Muttered Yunyun. As if unable to pay attention to anything else, she looked towards 

where they left. 

“Yunyun, if I’m not wrong, you said that you learned teleport magic the other day 

right?” 

When she heard my inquiry, Yunyun tilted her head slightly. 

“Eh-? Ahh, yea… I wanted to use it to return to the village anytime, but I only learned 

it recently…” 

“I see. Then I have something I want you to do. We’ll go to the teleport room right now. 

Then, once we’re brought to the capital, could you register that place as a teleport 

point?” 

“The capital? …Well I don’t really mind, but you’re plotting something weird again 

aren’t you Megumin?” 

I just wanted to visit my underling whenever I wanted. 

“How disrespectful of you to call it a plot. I merely want to go on an excursion 

somewhere faraway. It’s a pity that our plans for today didn’t work out, but we can 

postpone that to some other time. Now then, let’s go!” 

“I did say that I don’t really mind, but why are Megumin’s eyes glowing so brightly!? I 

mean, I have a bad feeling about this!” 

 

––Using the teleport store, we arrived at the front gate of the royal capital. 

Well then, please go over there and register the teleport point. I have something I must 

do right now, so once you’re done registering please come back here.” 

“I’m fine with that, but what is it that you ‘must’ do? Does it have something to do with 

what you said to Alice-chan?” 
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I turned my back towards Yunyun, who showed an uneasy expression, and walked 

towards a small hill a fair distance away from the gate. 

Hmm, from here, the people in the capital shouldn’t be able to see me. 

For the sake of my underling, I started chanting my special magic— 

“Wha Megumin, what are you chanting!? You’re not planning to strike that kind of 

place with explosion magic are you!?” 

Ignoring Yunyun, who chased after me after registering the teleport point— 

 

“‘Explosion’––––––!!” 

 

Though I was only using for its sound, I unleashed my tried and true explosion magic–

–––! 
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“––Hey Megumin, from now on I’ll call you the number one idiot of the Crimson Magic 

clan alright?” 

“If you’re gonna call me that, I’ll call you the number one loner of the Crimson Magic 

clan alright?” 

After returning to Axel using Yunyun’s teleport magic, I— 

“…Just so you know, I’m fine with leaving you here.” 

“Oi, if you leave me in an immobile state in a place where so many people pass 

through, I’ll never forgive you. If some pervert sees me in a state where I can’t move 

after using magic, what am I going to do?” 

Was currently being carried home by Yunyun. 

“A ‘special’ person who would do perverted things to someone like Megumin… the 

only person I can think of that would do that in this town is Kazuma-san…Ow ow! 

Since Yunyun was saying some clearly unnecessary things, I lowered my hands from 

her neck, and gripped her ‘chest armor’ to my hearts content. 

“Well anyway, I didn’t think it would cause such a mess.” 

“Why didn’t you think it would? Well, the capital gave the demon king army attack 

announcement, but no matter how I look at it, it’s obvious that that was because of 

Megumin’s magic attack.” 

“…Well, don’t you think that that was a fine debut for our elite thieving group?” 

“We’re thieves not terrorists! Hey, can we disband already? I think that if we keep this 

up, we’re going to have a higher bounty than the silver-haired thieving group.” 

That is exactly what I wish for. 

“Well isn’t that fine? The people at the capital will get used to it anyway. After all, we’re 

going to do that every day from now on.” 
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“Wait a second!? But I didn’t hear about this!” 

“Oh, well I guess we’re almost there huh. Well since my magic power has recovered a 

bit as well, it’s fine to drop me here.” 

“Hey, are we going to do this again tomorrow!? Actually, I think I’d rather leave the 

group!” 

As Yunyun’s fussy noise trailed from behind me, I headed towards the mansion— 

 

“—I’m home~” 

“Welcome home~!” 

As I returned home, I was greeted by Aqua. She was diligently feeding the yellow 

furball than rested on her knee. 

As I walked into the living room, I could hear angry shouting coming from the kitchen. 

“—Like I said already, the food that your make just aren’t that tasty. To be honest, 

they’re just straight up plain! Since I have the cooking skill anyway, just leave this to 

me, and go wait over there or something!” 

“—I mean I have the essence of a lady as well! If I just sit around doing nothing 

everyday and let a man cook, then how I can I face my retainers that have taught me 

how to cook since I was young! Its fine, just leave this to me. Go and lounge in the 

living room or something!” 

It seems that they were fighting over who was cooking today. 

Having been chased away from the kitchen, Kazuma entered the living room with a 

moody expression. 

“Oh? Welcome home Megumin. Hey, hear me out alright? That girl Darkness was 

saying some troublesome things and—“ 

I said to the idiot that was sleeping on the sofa: 
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“Well, Kazuma, you probably said some unnecessary things…More importantly, uhm, 

about tonight…” 

“…O-Oh, tonight is that huh. Yea, it’s that tonight.” 

Kazuma got up from the couch with a flushed face. 

About ‘that’, it seems that he was thinking of something else entirely. 

“What is it you two, what happened? You guys look a little weird, and what is ‘that’ 

anyway?” 

“Noth-, it’s nothing alright-!? It’s that you know? That. Oh yea, Megumin was talking 

this morning about how she was going to make some organization or something you 

know!? Anyway, how did ‘that’ turn out!?” 

Kazuma, who was questioned by Aqua, feverishly tried to change the topic. 

“I made a surprising amount of progress today you know? Not only did we get a 

hideout, I also gained two subordinates” 

“I see, that sounds like fun doesn’t it? When I was a kid, I made a secret hideout to play 

in as well. But when the neighboring kids take over or destroy your hideout, don’t cry 

or attack them or anything alright?” 

This man! 

“What do you think I was doing all this time!? Anyway, you’ll be surprised when you 

see my hideout alright? After all, it’s larger that this mansion. Also, one of my new 

subordinates is wields a holy sword, and can also legendary-rank magic, so haven’t I 

already made good progress for the first day of establishment? If we continue like this, 

it won’t be long till we can stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the Silver-Haired Thieving 

Group.” 

“I see, isn’t that great~! A new friend that has a holy sword and can use legendary 

magic is a good fit for you right? But don’t cause too much trouble for them alright?” 

Really, this man was going act disrespectfully till bitter end. 

Anyway, I should really tell this person about what happened to Iris. 
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…Well, there’ll be some chance to explain that in the future I guess. 

Then, when I was considering what to do, Kazuma turned to face Aqua and said: 

“Well that aside, oi Aqua. You can drink the expensive wine you bought today without 

any regrets alright? You’ve been working hard taking care of Emperor Zell all this 

time, so you can take a break every once in a while and drink as you like.” 

“Hm? What kind of revelation did you get? I mean, you always punish for doing this 

and that. Have you finally opened your eyes to repent for forgiveness? Well, usually, I 

would gladly take this break, but I’ll pass for tonight. I promised to brainstorm with 

Megumin about the name of Emperor Zell’s special move for when he gets one, so I’ll 

drink some other time alright?” 

“Hah-!? N-, No no! Can’t that wait till when Emperor Zell actually gets a special move? 

I mean, Megumin is tired from playing outside today, so she should go to bed earlier 

right? Right!?” 

Kazuma raised his voice in fearful desperation. 

…This person really thinks I went to play around today. 

I wanted to explain in detail what happened today, but I guess I don’t have to tell him 

right now… He’s not a group member anyway. 

I’ll tell him someday, when this thieving group becomes bigger. Someday, when I have 

told him about what I promised to him. 

Then, someday, when this man tells me he wants to join the thieving group— 

 

“You’re right. Since I’m tired today, I’ll go to bed after eating. Now that that’s settled, 

Kazuma, about what we promised, please come tomorrow instead. 

“Eh-“ 

 

—I will also tell him about the day that I met that masked thief. 
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On the hill overlooking the capital, I once again chanted explosion magic. 

 

“‘Explosion’——!” 

 

The flash of light was the harbinger of the loud roar. 

Accompanying the sound, the capital entered a state of commotion. Simply put, the 

use of magic in the vicinity caused the order in the capital to break down. 

“Demon King Army alert! Demon King Army alert! All the adventurers, please gather 

up in front of the castle—“ 

I treated the announcement as somebody else’s problem, and waited there for 10 

minutes. 

“—We’re here—! Also, can you please stop messing around already! Are you really an 

idiot!? Hey, are we going to keep doing this everyday!?” 

“Forgive my lateness boss. I have managed to rendezvous safely!” 

Aware that she was involved in a crime, and with her face hidden underneath her 

hood, was Yunyun, whose eyes shined crimson in her excitement and anger. 

Then, there was Iris, who carried a rucksack over her shoulder, and looked as though 

she was going for a picnic. They had successfully met up with me, who was resting on 

the hill. 

“Good work you two. Uhm, could you help me up?” 

“Don’t ‘good work’ me. Or would you rather I bury you like that!? Hey Megumin, do 

you know that the capital is in a state of emergency right now? What are you planning 

to do after this!?” 
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Iris looked down to face me, who laid on the ground. Yunyun put her hands on her 

hips, and began to lecture me again. 

“You know, this or that? To be honest, we already know what to do in times like these, 

right? A similar thing happened back at the village remember? Yea, that was a truly 

painful experience…” 

“Y-, You, could it be…” 

In the past, Yunyun and I had a similar experience. 

Back then, a mysterious female devil after Chomusuke casted explosion magic at the 

village day and night. 

There were a few differences in details, but it was that kind of incident. 

“You’re going to blame it on someone else again?” 

“W-, What do you mean by again!? If you’re talking about the explosion incident back 

at the village, that incident was undoubtedly the female devil’s doing. As for this time… 

‘By the time I realized it, the demon king, who had decided to take a walk, suddenly 

casted explosion magic towards the capital and went home’. Go to the police station 

and give them this eyewitness report…” 

“I’m not going to do that ok! I’m not going to give such an idiotic testimony ok!?” 

As Yunyun continued to complain, Iris – going about at her own pace – lifted me up in 

a bridal carry. 

“Uhm, I made some sweets today. There’s enough for all of us, so how about we go to 

a place with a nice view and sit down?” 

“Hey, this girl doesn’t have any common sense either! And is she some kind of 

important person!?” 

As Iris continued to carry me, I gave instructions to Yunyun. 

“If we stay here we’ll have pursuers, so let’s go back to Axel first. After that, I think 

that it would be a good idea to eat our boxed lunch outside town.” 
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<TL Note: Boxed lunch as in ‘bento’> 

“At this point, who even cares about the boxed lunch!? Ahh, that’s not what I meant 

Alice-chan. Could you please not give me that sad expression!? ‘Who even cares’ was 

just an exaggeration ok? I really want to go on a picnic with my friends and eat a boxed 

lunch ok? I’m really looking forward to it ok!?” 

Yunyun made a loud fuss, and the people in town seemed to have noticed our 

presence. I could hear shouts of ‘there’s someone over there’ all the way from here. 

“Yunyun, they found us because you were being noisy! Also, aren’t you a bit too tense 

for something like a picnic with friends!? Geez, this is why you’re a loner! Well now, 

just hurry up and chant teleport magic please!” 

“Hey, it’s my fault!? I can’t agree with that ok!?” 

Yunyun, who continued to be noisy at this crucial juncture, began to chant 

teleportation magic. 

“‘Teleport’-!” 

Grabbing onto me, she frantically casted the teleportation magic. 

 

––––Arriving at the lake near Axel, Iris happily took out the boxed lunches, and placed 

them on the sheets. 

“Hey Alice-chan, who made these boxed lunches? Mm, they’re very tasty! Uhm, they’re 

just tasty ok, there’s nothing more to that. Also, aren’t the ingredients a bit too 

luxurious? I mean, I don’t think that this is the kind of boxed lunch that we would 

bring to a picnic…” 

“The maids that I asked: ‘I want to go play with my new friends, so I want to go out in 

secret. Could you help me?’ were really revved up, and they made these boxed lunches 

for us.” 

“Hey Alice-chan, if your family has a lot of maids, then your family should be fairly big 

right? If you don’t mind me asking, what is a Chirimendonya? I’m really happy that 
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you called us your new friends, but after that, you said something that I can’t just 

ignore…” 

Yunyun picked up a shark fin with her chopsticks, and gazed at it with a serious 

expression. 

“That doesn’t really matter does it? Regardless of whether it’s the size of your chest, 

or your height, or the number of friends, or your family matters, there are things that 

can’t be told to other people.” 

“You’re right, sorry about that. It’s just as Megumin said.” 

Perhaps there were also things that she didn’t want me to know, but Yunyun agreed 

with what I said. Then, Yunyun, in a mature fashion, put away her finished boxed 

lunch. 

After that, once I recovered enough of my magic power to eat properly, I 

enthusiastically digged into my own classy boxed lunch. 

“Alice, you are truly quite good when it comes to food. Alright, from now on you shall 

be our supplies officer. In other words, you are promoted.” 

“A promotion! Thank you very much, I will work hard in the future as well!” 

“Alice-chan, she just wants you to bring her food from now on. Don’t let yourself be 

tricked!” 

Once we finished eating, we walked barefoot into the lake and began to chase the fish 

around. Then, we played around by throwing pebbles at the surface of the lake, and 

taught Iris how to stone-skip. When she hit someone fishing at the other side of the 

lake, we went to apologize. 

As we continued to play around, noontime peacefully arrived… 

“I had a lot of fun today, and to be honest, I wouldn’t mind doing this every day either. 

Anyway, Alice-chan, if we stay here too long, your family will start to worry. 

Eventually they’ll come here to looking for you. So I guess it’s about time for you to go 

home…” 
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As Yunyun sorrowfully said so, Iris returned the sheets and boxed lunches to her 

rucksack. 

“Well then, let’s go home shall we? I had a lot of fun today as well. Let’s come here for 

another picnic sometime!” 

Walking behind the two who hummed as we walked towards Axel, I realized that… 

“This is wrong! What do you mean when you say that she should go home after eating 

lunch! Since when did this become a picnic? Our activities are just starting!” 

Yunyun showed a reluctant expression. 

“Well boss, what are we going to do today?” asked Iris. 

“Let’s talk about what we will do in the future. The other day, we got our hands on a 

hideout, and Axel has become our headquarters… We will add branches in various 

other places, and someday, our organization will operate throughout the entire world. 

In order to do that, we will need some money. So first, let us secure a steady flow of 

income.” 

“Hey, Megumin, you’re joking when you’re taking about the entire world right? 

Sometimes, I don’t get if you’re joking or being serious…” 

Of course I’m serious, but whatever. 

More importantly… 

“At the moment, our thieving group has two branches, the main branch in Axel, and 

the side branch in the capital. From here on out, we’ll need to starting thinking of ways 

to expand. The hideout in the royal capital is Alice’s house. Alice, I have decided on the 

insignia of our thieving group, so please put this someone high at your home it? From 

today onwards you’ll be the leader of the capital side branch. I must say, this is quite 

a big promotion. You went from supply officer to the capital’s branch leader in one fell 

swoop!” 

“Thank you very much, I will work harder in the future!” 

“Alice-chan, don’t let yourself be tricked! She just wants to make your home her 

territory!” 



 

62 | 145 

The day that the royal castle of this nation falls into my hands is not far. 

For the purpose, I must secure some funds— 
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“So basically, we want some work. Ideally, we make a fortune in the long run, and also 

get some reputation while we’re at it. That’s all we want.” 

“Uhm, how about getting a part-time job somewhere?” 

We came to the adventurer’s guild to consult with the receptionist onee-chan. 

Iris excitedly looked around the guild. As for me; I was given a fairly blunt suggestion 

by the receptionist lady, but I wasn’t discouraged. 

“That’s not what I was asking for. What we want is an appropriate job for the three of 

us. We are quite confident in our abilities you know? Thus, we would a job like 

‘repelling those that threaten the city’ and other jobs like that…” 

“Well, a security company began operating in this town the other day, but they were 

crushed in the blink of an eye…” 

For some reason, when Yunyun heard what the receptionist lady said, she turned her 

eyes away. 

Did she know something about the crushing of that security organization? 

“Either way, I don’t want to request any rough work from three girls…” 

As I thought, there was a problem with how we looked. 

The other day, Yunyun and I sat on the bench, and used appearances to judge whether 

or not someone was suitable for our group. Thinking back, it was a job well done. 

“Please onee-san, it’s fine even if it doesn’t give us a huge fortune! The type of job we 

want is one that allows us to earn money while getting the gratitude of the people. If 

we earn their gratitude, then they’ll want to join our thieving group as well! Also, if 

you can, please make it a subjugation-type job!” 

“Hm, about requests that match that description, I don’t think there are… …ah.” 
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The onee-san spoke in a timid voice. Perhaps she actually knew that there were 

requests that matched that description. 

“What’s the matter? So there are some? If that’s the case please entrust it to us!” 

“No, while the request does exist, it has already been accepted by another group… The 

town has requested the subjugation of giant toads at the town’s landfill, but for some 

reason, an adventurer took the job without asking for compensation.” 

Giant toad subjugation. 

It was true that doing this job would earn the gratitude of the people. Furthermore, 

for any combat-type profession, getting work from town itself was a way to get a 

stable income, but… 

Hm, it pointless for a group composed of crimson magic clansmen and the great 

princess-sama to go subjugating giant toads. 

Not only would it be a waste of our talent, it would be completely overkill considering 

our combat power. 

Right? 

“This request is a bit… As a proud and great crimson magic clansman, I cannot allow 

myself to live if I ever earn an infamous nickname such as “Giant Toad Slayer”. That 

aside, are there any other jobs? It doesn’t matter if the town isn’t the client, it could 

be a famous store, or a renowned group. So are there any stable requests that we can 

do?” 

The onee-san looked a little troubled. 

“At the moment, there are requests that match up to your requirements, but…” 

 

––––At the outskirts of Axel. We stood in front of a medium-sized church that 

appeared as though it had been recently renovated. 

“I never thought that we would come here again…” 
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“Hey Megumin, can we stop? I won’t ask for any more, so could we stop this already!?” 

This was the Axel branch of the Axis cult. 

“It’s a well-constructed, and rather blue church isn’t it!? …Are you two not going in?” 

Perhaps Iris didn’t know about the Axis cult. When she looked up at the church, she 

voiced her thoughts about it without a single trace of ill intent. 

“Alice, this is the base of operations for an extremely troublesome and dangerous 

group residing in this town. If the people involved in this group appear to be 

performing suspicious activities, the people in town are allowed to attack them.” 

“Alice-chan, Megumin is actually right this time ok? If some weird people come flying 

out, don’t hold back alright?” 

Hearing that warning, Iris tilted her head slightly, and pushed the church’s door 

open… 

At the same time, the sound of something tipping over and breaking was heard. 

“Ah! The expensive vase that is rumored to bring happiness to those that possess it 

that I placed in front of the door! That means you’re a scoundrel that stole away my 

happiness yes!? Please take responsibility by choosing from the following: To support 

me for life, to provide compensation, or to join the Axis cult as a devout believer… 

Huh, Megumin-san and Yunyun-san?” 

The priest who had been rattling with high tension a second ago, looked at us with a 

blank expression. 

“Uhm, I came to do the request from the guild… but… is it fine if I go home instead?” 

Hearing what I said, Cecily’s expression shined in enthusiasm. 

 

“––Uhm, are you really alright without compensation? If that vase had the power to 

bestow happiness, then it should have been a fairly expensive magic tool…” 
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Cecily, who saw Iris’ guilty expression, was moved to tears, and she joined her hands 

as if she was praying. 

…Rather, she was actually praying. 

“Ahhhh-, thank you for your grace Aqua-sama! To think that you would bestow me 

with such an innocent loli child…!” 

It seemed that Cecily, who hadn’t paid attention to what I said about the request, was 

in her best form today too. 

Looking back, we might’ve been better off just going home. 

“Alice, it is onee-san’s fault for putting this vase in front of the door, so please don’t 

worry about it. Actually, I was just waiting for someone to open the door and break it. 

The purpose was the make the one who broke it feel troubled, and force them to pay 

a high compensation or force them into the Axis cult.” 

Cecily explained what she did to Iris, who showed a worrying and troubled 

expression. 

Then, for some reason, Iris showed a gaze of respect towards Cecily. 

“To use this kind of method to earn money and increase your believers. I would’ve 

never thought that was the case! Cecily-san, you’re quite a clever person aren’t you!?” 

“Alice-chan, that’s not something you should feel moved by! What Cecily-san is doing 

is almost a crime you know!?” 

I don’t think that was just ‘almost’ a crime. 

“It is as Alice-san says. I serve as a distinguished figure of this church, and am none 

other than the beautiful priest of the Axis cult, Cecily! Please feel free to call me Cecily-

onee-chan ok?” 

“Yes, I am in your care Cecily-onee-chan. I am Alice.” 

Having been called ‘Cecily-onee-chan’ in such a forthcoming manner by Iris, Cecily 

began to pant heavily and hurriedly. 
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“Hey Megumin, am I going to die tomorrow? Did I use up my entire life’s worth of 

happiness today?” 

“Is that all it takes for you to be satisfied with your life? Also, Alice, this onee-san is 

mentally unstable, so please keep ‘onee-chan’ to a minimum.” 

“Ah, I-, I understand.” 

“Ah-, why!” 

Cecily seemed to be shocked. Hmm… Anyway, since the conversation wouldn’t 

continue any further like this, I should forcefully change the topic. 

“Then, back to what we came here for… We came to perform a request from the guild. 

Could you tell us the details about the request?” 

I showed the request form to Cecily, who sat on the floor with her arms wrapped 

around her knees. 
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“Now then, let’s talk about the request. Well, it’s not really that hard of a request; the 

details are the same as what’s written on the form.” 

We received two requests from the guild. 

The first was ‘to investigate the suspicious people that have been appearing near the 

church, and to deter them from it’. 

The other was a recruitment request for salesgirls, who would help secure income for 

the church. 

The identification of the suspicious person aside, being a salesgirl for the church was 

a deliciously easy job. 

It simply involved coming here regularly over the course of the month, and showing 

my face for a couple hours each time. 

Just by doing that, I would get a share of the increased sales. 

I don’t know what they were selling, but these conditions were truly exceptional. 

“The salesgirl request is easy so I don’t really mind. Anyway, about the other 

request…” 

As I asked, Cecily pushed her finger against her cheek, and showed a troubled 

expression. 

“It’s something that started happening recently, but…” 

According to Cecily’s explanation, the vegetables that were being grown in the 

church’s garden were being eaten, and the food in the refrigerator, stolen. 

Furthermore, the culprit hadn’t made any noticeable sounds in the process, and by 

the time Cecily had noticed, all the food was already gone. When she asked the people 

in the area, all of them replied that they hadn’t seen any suspicious or strange people. 
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“About the vegetable thief and the refrigerator robber, I don’t understand their 

objective at all. If the objective was to steal food, then there shouldn’t be a reason to 

come to a dangerous place like this. I mean, if they’re caught here, who knows what 

will happen to them? Based on that fact, there are many safer places to steal food 

from.” 

“Hey Megumin, I don’t think the Axis cult are as vicious or hated to the extent that you 

think they are…” 

While I was racking my head trying to deduce the objective of the culprits, Yunyun 

timidly opened her mouth. 

“Megumin, do you think that this could be the result of some grudge? Like say, the 

people who were given a hard time by the Axis cult are coming for revenge…?” 

“A grudge huh… Onee-san, have you done anything that would make people hate you? 

It doesn’t matter how minor the incident is, please tell us.” 

Hearing what I said, Cecily turned her head towards the roof. It seems like something 

was weighing on her mind. 

“…I’m not sure.” 

Saying that, she shook her head. 

Due to the prejudice towards the Axis cult, there was no way that a priest of the Axis 

cult would not be subject to hate. Perhaps I did say something disrespectful towards 

her. 

“I see. Sorry, I asked a weird question. Anyhow, the fact that we don’t know anything 

about the culprit is troublesome, but maybe there’s some misunderstanding or 

something that we don’t know about…” 

“Mm, you’re mistaken. To call it something to hate me over is a bit excessive, and I 

can’t tell you about the specifics, but…” 

“I’m disappointed! Please return my apology! What exactly are you guilty of? Go and 

apologize to all the people who are involved right now!” 

As I thought, Cecily is just Cecily. 
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“Still, isn’t it kind of strange that despite the frequency of thefts, we still don’t have a 

single sighting or eyewitness? Cecily-san, is there are certain time during which the 

thefts take place?” 

“Even if you ask that, by the time I notice, everything’s already gone, so…” 

Yunyun turned towards Cecily, who seemed to be troubled by her question. 

“Onee-san, how about working together with your neighbors? For example, if you’re 

going to do some unnecessary thing again, why not get your neighbors to be your 

accomplices?” 

“As I thought, associating with my neighbors is important isn’t it? Actually, a while 

back, I ran into a neighbor in town, and caused some trouble. By the end of it, I was 

almost kicked out of town.” 

Ah, what will I do with this person. 

“Anyway, there are an infinite amount of suspects if we don’t have any clues, so let’s 

leave that aside for now. Now then, could I first ask what we’ll be selling as salesgirls?” 

Hearing that, Cecily happily ran to the storage room, and came out with carrying a 

large crate of something. 

Inside that crate was a large amount of white power. 

“…Uhm, onee-san, is this what I think it is…” 

Before I could ask in detail, Cecily raised her finger to stop me. 

“Shh! Megumin-san, you’re not allowed to say anymore. This is just something that 

brings happiness if you put it inside your mouth. It’s nothing more, and nothing less 

ok?” 

“EEhhhh-!?” 

Hearing that, Yunyun shouted in surprise. On the other hand, Iris tilted her head.” 

“Onee-san, isn’t this illegal? If he finds out he’ll be scold me again you know?” 
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“Again!? So there was a previous case!?” 

Iris’ eyebrows raised in surprise at the mention of illegal goods. 

“Fufu, it’ll be alright Megumin-san. This isn’t ‘that’ illegal good. It’s a heavily modified 

version of ‘that’ that hasn’t been banned yet. We’ve also confirmed that it doesn’t 

bring harm to the human body. Uhehehehe, if the people in town learn about this, they 

won’t be able to control themselves!” 

“-!” 

Cecily showed a weird smile on her face, and Yunyun drew her wand from her waist. 

She pointed it towards Cecily, and appealed to her with a sorrowful expression. 

“Cecily-san, your personality and behavior is a bit weird, but I believe that you aren’t 

the kind of person who would do this kind of thing! It’s not like I don’t know what kind 

of person you are, so I will do everything I can to turn you back on the right path!” 

Yunyun seemed to have a huge misunderstanding. 

Following Yunyun, Iris drew her sword from her scabbard. 

“Regardless of what this is, anything that is designated as an illegal good will do 

nothing but bring harm to this nation. Now that I have heard about this ‘special and 

modified good’, I cannot allow myself to overlook this.” 

“Wait you two, why are you looking at onee-chan so intently!? I apologize if I did 

something wrong, and if you want I can even share some with you!” 

Towards the sudden turn of events, Cecily began to panic. 

“For you to try and offer us such a thing… Could it be that you… You offered this to 

Megumin as well haven’t you?” 

“Eh-!? …O-, Of course I did, after all, I want her to partake in the wonderfulness of 

this…” 

Yunyun eyes began to shine bright crimson. 
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Hmm, I can’t help but feel like this has happened before. 

“Wait! Can you please listen to what onee-chan has to say!? I think there’s some 

misunderstanding!” 

The two continued to inch towards her step-by-step, weapons in hand. 

“Well, I think you guys are misunderstanding something. This is just a luxury good – 

Tokoroten Slime – In powdered form. Due to how often the children and the elderly 

were choking on it, it was banned from the market.” 

““Eh.”” 

The two stopped in their tracks. 

“*sniff*, *sniff*… This is just a new version that the elderly won’t choke on…” 

Cecily, who began to sniffle and cry, exchanged glances with the two libelers. 
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“—Geez! Onee-san won’t deal with that kind of suspicious powder alright!? Despite 

how I look, I’m still a clergyman you know?” 

““We’re very sorry!”” 

With their positions reversed, Cecily was now lecturing the two who asked for her 

forgiveness. 

Though, I didn’t think it was appropriate for Cecily to continuously return to the topic 

of the powder. 

“This is a special product that I have invested a lot of my time to modify and create. In 

this powdered form, the people won’t choke on it. However, if we sell it under the 

name of ‘Tokoroten Slime’, the police will probably come and shut our business down. 

Therefore, why don’t we sell it under the name of ‘The Axis Cult’s White Powder’?” 

“I think the police will definitely come if we use that name.” 

The discussion continued for a while, and we finally decided on the mysterious name 

of ‘The Axis Cult’s That’. 

Anyway, was she really planning to sell this? 

More importantly, will this even sell? 

Before we could go further down this line of thought— 

“Now that that’s decided, let’s go! As long as we have you girls here, this product will 

surely fly off the shelves!” 

In a good mood, Cecily picked up the crate that was filled with ‘that’. 

 

––Well, I had a bad feeling about this. 
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“Boss, will we really be able to earn a large amount of money just by selling this 

powder? I can’t help but feel that this is too simple…” 

Iris, who handed a parcel of powder to a customer, showed a doubtful expression. 

I also handed a parcel of ‘that’ to another customer. 
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“Well I understand why you would think that way, since this job is straightforward 

and fairly relaxing. However, we are entitled to this high compensation…” 

I glanced towards the person beside me. 

“Come and look! This is ‘Axis Cult’s That’, handmade by the people of our cult with 

unspeakable methods! The method for using this is simple as well! Simply mix it with 

water and eat it! I personally assure you, that the drowsy and drunk feeling you get 

after consumption is satisfying! Now now, would you like to come try some of ‘that’, 

handmade by the beautiful girls here!?” 

What an outstanding display. 

‘Out’ in many ways that is. 

Why did this person have to word it in such a way? 

Next to me was Cecily, who shouted loudly on the streets, and Yunyun, whose faced 

was flushed red in embarrassment. Despite that, she still diligently handed parcels of 

‘that’ over to the customers. 

The request for the salesgirls said that there would be an interview. So this was what 

it meant… 

She planned to have pretty girls personally deliver ‘that’ to the customers. 

And that was all we had to do, but… 

“Uhm, this is that illegal good isn’t it?” 

“You’re mistaken esteemed customer. This is an improved version that satisfies the 

safety standards, and isn’t ‘that’ illegal good that you’re talking about. There’s no 

doubt that you’ll be addicted to this immediately!” 

“I’ll buy! Give me three!” 

Ignoring the customer’s suspicions, the onii-sans lined up one-by-one to buy ‘that’ 

from us. 
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“Onee-san, could I ask a quick question? We’re actually selling an improved version of 

the Tokoroten Slime right? It’s the thing that tastes delicious when you eat it right?” 

“Yep. I’m not sure if there’s anything else mixed in, but as you said, there’s no doubt 

that it is.” 

After hearing Onee-san’s conversation with the customer, I can’t help but feel a little 

uneasy. Rather, the entire thing felt a little suspicious. 

“Come and look, come and see! Freshly squeezed and packed by embarrassed and 

beautiful girls! This is ‘that’! Right now… Hm? You over there, could you be…” 

“Hm? Oh if it isn’t Cecily-san. It’s been a long time hasn’t it?” 

Cecily called out to an elderly gentlemen as they passed by. 

It’s seems like the two were acquaintances. 

“Oho? Could this possibly be…! ‘That’!? The thing that you mix with water, and has a 

heavenly taste…!” 

“Mhm, it’s ‘that’ you know? ‘That’! It’s something that will push human bodies to their 

very limits! I’ll share a little with you, since you and I have similar tastes…” 

“This is really Tokoroten Slime right!? This is really just that illegal good, Tokoroten 

Slime right!?” 

““Shhhh!”” 

Unable to endure this any longer, I shouted at the two. For some reason, I felt 

irrationally angry. 
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In the end, ‘that’ – which was suspicious in a multitude of ways – sold out in the blink 

of an eye. 

A lot of obscene and dangerous words were said in the process, but the Tokoroten 

slime was unexpectedly popular. Even I couldn’t hide my surprise. 

As we were walking back to the church, Cecily – now in a good mood – thanked us for 

our work. 

“Good work you three! Next is… I’ll have you dissolve ‘that’ in water, and slurp and 

react to it in front of the customers…” 

“I’m not doing that! Hey Megumin, we’re not going to keep doing this are we!? I don’t 

feel good about doing this suspicious part time job…” 

Yunyun’s expression made it seem like she had lost something important today. 

Anyway, we earned a lot of money in a short amount of time, so there was no reason 

not to continue. 

“Cecily-onee-san, I had a lot of fun today! It was my first time earning money!” 

“Ah! Wait Alice-san, please don’t look at me so earnestly! Otherwise I’ll feel the need 

to confess my sins to Aqua-sama!” 

Cecily writhed in agony as she was bathed in Iris’ pure gaze. 

Finally, as if running away, Cecily told everyone ‘we should all eat Tokoroten Slime 

together’ and ran into the kitchen… 

 

“AH—! I’ve been had again!” 

 

Shouted Cecily. 



 

79 | 145 

—-We ran into the kitchen and looked for clues. 

“We put the food here before we left the church didn’t we?” 

“Yep, I’m sure we did, after all, this is where we put the Tokoroten Slime for 

safekeeping as well. I even counted the amount of food before we left.” 

The crime occurred in the short hour during which we were selling the strange 

powder. 

I don’t know how much food they stole, but it seems that the culprit had kept watch 

outside the church, and waited for us to leave. I didn’t think that the culprit would be 

so adept or dedicated. 

Then, Iris suddenly shouted. 

“Cecily-onee-san look at this! Look at these strange marks! It’s obvious that someone 

dragged something through here, but how do you suppose they stole the food?” 

There was a mark that clearly indicated that something oily had been dragged across 

the floor recently. 

Seeing that, Cecily put on a serious expression, and nodded her head. 

“If I remember correctly, I was making tempura the other day, and I accidentally 

tipped over the pot and spilled the oil on the floor. Then I tripped over it in my heels 

and fell on my back.” 

Is she for real? What the heck was this person doing? 

Then, Yunyun, who had opened the magic-powered fridge, looked like she had 

discovered something. 

“Cecily-san, please look at this! Inside this fridge, uhm-, there’s a piece of male 

underwear! He put this kind of thing in the fridge of a church where girls live! There’s 

no doubt the culprit is a huge pervert!” 

Hearing what she said, I took a look inside the fridge. Inside it was a piece of cold 

underwear. 
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As a female as well, there was no way she could overlook this blatant sexual 

harassment, right? 

Yunyun disgustedly grabbed the piece of underwear out of the fridge. 

However, Cecily once again nodded her head with a serious expression on her face. 

“Oh, those were placed inside by a male follower of the Axis cult who doesn’t have a 

refrigerator in his home. Apparently he refuses to wear anything but cold underwear 

after leaving the bath, so, everyday, after going to the public bath, he comes here to 

pick it up before he goes home.” 

Yunyun violently threw the underwear out of her hands. 

Then, Cecily raised her voice with resolve. 

“That aside, we won’t make any progress if we keep doing it this way. Megumin-san, 

let’s go to the people who have hatred towards me and question them one-by-one! All 

you have to do is stand behind me with shining crimson eyes as you slap your staff 

against the palm of your hand. Then I’ll say to them: ‘You have something to tell me 

don’t you? If you don’t give it to me straight, I don’t know what the Crimson Magic 

clansman behind me is gonna do…’” 

“I won’t help you threaten people ok!? Just talk to them normally!” 

 

Our first suspect was the oji-san who lived the closest to the church. We walked into 

his butcher shop to talk to him. 

“Now then, why don’t you confess already!? A while back, when I asked for ‘Meat as 

soft as the cheeks of a fourteen year old girl’, you stood there with a shocked 

expression, since you clearly had no idea what I was talking about, right? Then, to take 

revenge for spreading the rumor that ‘that failure of a butcher shop doesn’t even know 

the difference between good and bad meat’, you committed a crime…” 

“Oi wait a second, after making such a sick-minded order at my store, you went on to 

spread that kind of rumor!? Come with me to the police station, I’m gonna report you 

for obstruction of business!” 
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“Ah-, Pl-, Please hold up a moment, don’t go to the police, I beg you! When I went there 

recently, I had a good vibe with a young onii-san, but he ended up looking at me with 

a contemptuous gaze while saying ‘you again?’ At the very least, I want to check if that 

onii-san has a lover or not…!” 

…Should we just leave this case alone and go home? 

I turned towards Yunyun, and on this rare occasion, we nodded to each other in 

understanding and agreement. 

Alright, let’s go home. 

“…Uhm, oji-sama, could you please wait? I will apologize with her, so could you please 

forgive Cecily-onee-san?” 

From the audience that decided to not interfere, came the voice of a pure and innocent 

girl. 

“E-Erm… Well, ah, I uhm, well, I guess going to the police would be too extreme… A-

Alright, in light of this ojou-chan’s words, I’ll forgive you this time. Just don’t do this 

ever again.” 

Bathed in the gaze of the implorable Iris, the oji-san abruptly turned his face away. 

Cecily – who we were about to send off – clung to Iris with tears in her eyes. 

“Ahhhhh Alice-san thank you very muuuuchhhh! As thanks I’ll let you be onee-chan’s 

little sister!” 

“U-Uhm, about that… I recently got a new onii-chan, so…” 

Looking at Iris’ bewildered reaction, I thought that this turn of events was rather 

regretful. After all, this was a good chance to leave Cecily behind for good. 

“That was dangerous~. I got done in by that oji-san’s loaded questions.” 

“Onee-san, didn’t he just take the opportunity to arrest you once you let your crimes 

slip?” 

Ignoring my straight-man act, Cecily said: 
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“We’ll go there next! It was a mistake to go to all the places nearby with a brute force 

method! We should question the places with the highest probability first!” 

Without waiting for our reply, Cecily took off. 

“She sure is energetic…” 

Iris harbored such thoughts towards the situation. As for me, well, rather than 

‘energetic’, I would call that ‘mindless’. 

“…Hey Megumin, wouldn’t it have been better for us to go home after eating lunch?” 

I couldn’t find the words to refute. 
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Sure enough, the people Cecily went after were the ‘fated enemies’ of the Axis cult. 

“Come on out you Eris cultists! Give my important Pucchin Pudding back to me!” 

Cecily vigorously kicked on the door of the Eris cult’s church. 

“Don’t look Alice-chan! Remember to look away from things like that, and grow up to 

be a fine person ok?” 

Seeing the way Cecily was acting, Yunyun covered Iris’ eyes from behind with her 

hands. 
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“Onee-san, what are you trying to do all of a sudden. Even if the Eris cultists did 

something wrong, this is still too much.” 

No matter how much I asked her to go back, she won’t separate herself from the 

church’s door. 

That was when— 

“So you came again didn’t you!? How many times have I told you to ‘please don’t come 

here again’!?” 

The church’s door opened, and the priest of the Eris cult showed herself. 

 

––After we explained the situation, the Eris cult’s priest released a deep sigh. 

“Uhm, we’re always busy trying to heal the wounds of the adventurers, so we don’t 

have the free time to go to your church and do such a thing. We don’t have a shortage 

of food either. Why would we, who serve Eris-sama, do something like theft?” 

“You filthy liar! If you didn’t have a shortage of food, then you wouldn’t have looked 

at me like that back when I was ate a skewer in front of your face!” 

“Did you do such a thing?” 

Muttered the Eris priest. For some reason, she seem to flinch for a brief moment. 

“The Eris cult believes in the humbleness of poverty. If it’s only just eating a skewer 

in front of us—” 

“Ah, you’re lying again! Because you Eris cultists don’t get enough protein, your chest 

doesn’t grow! And I know that you people are always troubled by that!” 

“D-Damn you, how dare you say such a thing you disbeliever!” 

Trying to break up the fight, I put myself between them and wryly said: 

“I understand that two cults have a bad relationship with each other, but is it 

appropriate for religious representatives to fight in such a manner?” 
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The Eris cultist – who realized that she had dropped to the level of Cecily – blushed in 

embarrassment. 

“Erm… T-That would be truly shameful…” 

“Bleh, you’re the one who got angry!” 

“Onee-san, I’m talking to you as well!” 

Cecily, who continued to jeer at the Eris priest from behind me, seemed rather 

shocked. 

“But if this breast-pad priest doesn’t know anything about it, then who would… and If 

we don’t find any clues here then there’s no way we can find the culprit…” 

“You, I won’t hold back anymore! I’ll bring my mace and raid your paltry church if I 

have to!” 

After that, I forced Cecily to apologize to the Eris cultist priest, who seemed to be 

covering her chest. Before Cecily could cause any more trouble, we decided to leave. 

How should I say this? Could this really be called a grudge? 

Take that Eris priest for example; No matter how pissed one got, no one really wanted 

to be involved with the Axis cult. 

But perhaps this was something like ‘an eye for an eye’ for all the trouble the Axis cult 

caused? 

“Onee-san, why don’t we return to the church?” 

I suggested that to Cecily, whom Yunyun and Iris were trying their best to stop from 

scribbling on the Eris cult’s signboard. 

 

“—We’ve been had again.” 

Murmured Cecily. 
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“How much did we lose? It doesn’t seem any worse than what happened earlier 

today…” 

Cecily, who sat in front of the refrigerator didn’t seem to have any particular reaction. 

“The Tokoroten Slime that I put in the innermost area is lost… How many times has 

this been… Whoever the culprit is, they keep taking my favorite things with pinpoint 

precision! Is this the doing of the demon king army?” 

“The demon king army won’t just steal from the refrigerator of a single church. 

Anyway, I have something I’m curious about.” 

The trace of ‘something being dragged’ that Iris found earlier seemed to have 

extended from the kitchen to the back door of the church. 

And if I remember correctly, the damage was limited to the garden and the fridge. 

I slammed open the back door of the church and—! 

“…Uhm, onee-san. Do Tokoroten Slimes eat vegetables?” 

“Ah, what do you mean by that!? It’s true that the captured slimes will sometimes 

become energetic and swell…! Oh, could that have been a miracle brought upon by 

Aqua-sama!?” 

“Cecily-san, no matter how I look at this, the culprit is the slime! Go and apologize to 

the people you accused!” 

 

“—Don’t wanna… It’s a lot of trouble…” 

The culprit was the Cecily’s magically modified slime, whose life force had increased 

as a result of the modifications. 

Yunyun and I continued to lecture Cecily, but she didn’t seem to reflect on her actions 

whatsoever. At this point, Iris had already stopped lecturing her. 

“Geez, Alice, you should at least know about the Axis cult. No matter how little you 

know about the world, there should be a limit.” 



 

88 | 145 

“Even if you say that, I didn’t think that Cecily-onee-san was a bad person… I have 

faith in my ability to judge people.” 

But those were the same eyes that graded Aqua as ordinary… 

Then, Cecily – who had been scolded by us – showed a strange face. 

Kneeling on the bed, she began to tremble… 

“Alice-san, you must join the Axis cult! Yes, you must!” 

“Alice, let’s go home. It was a mistake to bring you here. We won’t ever come here 

again, so just forget about what happened today ok?” 

Taking Iris out of the royal castle was already a crime, so making her an Axis cultist 

would surely result in the death penalty. 

“Cecily-onee-san, I don’t know very much about the Axis cult, so could I ask what they 

usually do?” 

“Well asked! Well aren’t you impatient Alice-san? But that’s good, cause here at the 

Axis cult, we believe that self-control is poisonous to the body! We believe that we 

must live life the way we desire! Do what you please. Do it even if it’s selfish. If there’s 

someone you like, regardless of the difference in status between you and your 

companion, even if there’s an imbalance of identities, you can pursue them as you 

please.” 

“Alice-chan, don’t listen to what she’s saying! Here, I’ll block your ears!” 

As Cecily continued to happily preach, Yunyun plugged Iris’ ears with her hands. 

 

––It was then. 

As door of the church were flung open, a familiar voice resounded through the church. 

“I heard that a blond-haired blue-eyed lovable young girl is here! Do not try to resist, 

and like real adults, we… Ah-, Alice-sama, I finally found you!” 
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Standing there was the white-suit wearing bodyguard, Claire. 

Seeing her, Iris seemed to shrink in despondence. 

“Is it already time to go home…?” 

“Alice-sama, this is not a matter of ‘time to go home’! In the first place, you were not 

given permission to go outside!” 

Though Iris’ behavior was as it usually was in this situation, Claire was unexpectedly 

playing the straight-man role. Cecily inched towards Claire and said: 

“Erm, and who might you be? Nice to meet you, I am the priest in charge of this church 

and the leader of the Axis cult’s Axel branch, Cecily. Alice-san has been under the 

protection of this church, so there is no need for you to worry. Please do rest assured.” 

Rather, we were the ones protecting Cecily. Though, unlike what would be expected 

from Axis cultists, she returned a sincere reply. 

“Eh? A-, Ah… Nice to meet you as well.” 

Claire showed a moment’s hesitation before replying. 

“I am Alice’s guardian, Claire. Thank you for protecting Alice-sama during this time. It 

would appear that the Axis cult has esteemed people like you as well.” 

Saying that, she lowered her head towards Cecily. 

This short-tempered onee-san had attacked Kazuma last time, but it seems like she 

was putting up this front for Alice’s sake. 

Just as I began to feel moved by her actions— 

“I see, so you are Alice-san’s guardian…  Well, I was teaching Alice-san about the 

doctrine of the Axis cult a moment ago. Would you, as her guardian, like to join the 

Axis cult as well?” 
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“Join the Axis cult!? N-No, that would be a great problem… Rather, Alice-sama is not a 

full-fledged adult yet, so it would be troublesome for her to do such a thing… 

Furthermore, since Alice-sama must maintain an equal perspective on all things, it 

would be inappropriate for her to join a specific denomination…” 

It would seem that Claire, realizing that her opponent was a skilled female with a holy 

affiliation, had decided not to use force. Instead, she tried to break the flow of the 

conversation, however— 

“I understand that you are opposed to the Axis cult. However, I can sense the scent of 

a fellow comrade on you.” 

“T-The scent of a fellow comrade…” 

Though Claire seemed slightly disturbed, she still raised her arm to smell the sleeves 

of her suit. 

“Are you not suffering from your unrequited love? Are you not carrying some 

unforgivable thoughts? In the Axis cult, it doesn’t matter if your companion is an 

undead or a devil, nor does it matter if they are of the same gender or of different 

statuses, we shall allow it regardless.” 

“Same gender or different statuses!? TT- That is… No, but—” 

Claire seemed to be intensely moved. Perhaps some teaching of the Axis cult pulled at 

her very heartstrings. 

“Now, self-control is poisonous you know? Self-control is a violation of the Axis cult’s 

doctrine. Your dear wishes, your dear thoughts-…!” 

“Ahhhhh! P-, Perhaps we can continue this another day! Alice-sama, please say your 

farewells!” 

It appeared that Claire thought that it would be a bad idea to stay any longer. She 

quickly grabbed Alice’s hand and hurriedly left the church. 

“…Well then, boss, Yunyun-san, Cecily-onee-san, see you tomorrow!” 

“It’s not ‘see you tomorrow’! I’ll keep an eye on you the entire day tomorrow, so you 

won’t be allowed to come here!” 
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Iris, who had been feeling despondent about going home a moment ago, suddenly 

become clear and energetic. She waved to us as she left. 

 

“—Even though I got that kind of response, she still got away…” 

Cecily murmured to herself in regret. 

By response, did she mean Iris or Claire? 

Though, knowing that both would join the Axis cult if given a little push, I felt a little 

scared. 

“Hey Megumin, that person named Claire said that ‘Alice-sama must maintain an equal 

perspective’ right? So Alice-chan…” 

Without saying anymore, Yunyun vigorously shook her head. 

She seemed to think that it was impossible. 

Leaving her be, I turned towards Cecily. 

“Onee-san” 

“Could you go back to calling me ‘Cecily-onee-chan’ please?” 

As usual, she did and acted as she pleased. 

“Actually, we want our part-time job to continue after this, so we can keep earning 

money.” 

“Well I’m grateful that you want to. Other than ‘Axis cult’s that’ I still have a lot of good 

money making ideas you know? For example, ‘Rice balls made by Beautiful Girls’, 

‘Balloons Blown by Beautiful Girls’, ‘Beautiful Girl’s…’” 

“Aren’t these all just things that are made by beautiful girls!? It would be better to 

think of slightly more proper ideas…” 

Hearing what I had to say, Cecily began to happily laugh. 
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“Since you want to make money so badly, could this be related to Alice-san?” 

Of all times, she decided that now would be the moment to see through my thoughts. 

Even though she usually acted so dumb… 

“Well, it’s kind of related to that girl. What we want to do is secure a source of income, 

and expand our ground. It’s not just a dream; I strongly believe that we will one day 

help that person defeat the demon king…” 

“To say that defeating the demon king is not just a dream, you ambitions have grown 

bigger again!” 

Yes, I’m sure that it’s not a dream. 

I felt that that distant masked thief would be the one to defeat the demon king. 

And then, if he defeats the demon king… 

“In a peaceful world without the demon king, I’m sure that that girl would be able to 

step out into the world with far more freedom.” 

Then I will invite him to a picnic like the one we had today. 

I’m sure that girl would be happy as well. 

“I’m not very skillful with money, so could I ask for onee-san’s cooperation? I mean, 

onee-san, you already look like you have a lot of good ideas.” 

Originally, I thought that it would be better to leave it to that man. 

But well, if the organization becomes bigger, I can boast to him about it. 

Yunyun didn’t seem to be against leaving the task to this troublesome onee-san either. 

Rather, she seemed to be a bit happy. 

However… 

“I’m not going to join you that easily” 

Cecily firmly shook her head as she mercilessly said those words. 
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“First and foremost, I am an Axis cultist that loves lolis. So if Alice-san, Megumin-san 

and Yunyun-san are going to do something so interesting…” 

Her eyes seemed to sparkle as she continue to run her good-for-nothing mouth. 

“Then this onee-san won’t mind mixing in with this strange organization!” 
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“——I’m home—” 

“Ah, welcome back Megumin. With my skills, I’ve made a brilliant feast for tonight! 

Look forward to it!” 

Returning to the mansion like I usually would, I was proudly greeted by Darkness. 

Then, Kazuma, who laid down on the couch in the living room, said: 

“Hey Megumin, can you try to stop this person over here? She keeps complaining 

about what I cooked yesterday, and she even told me that ‘Today, I shall triumph over 

you!’. To be honest, it’s kinda getting annoying.” 

“You just said its annoying didn’t you! How dare you mock me you imbecile! Everyone, 

witness me! Today, as a humble lady, I shall defeat this NEET’s cooking!” 

In reply to Darkness, who shouted angrily form the kitchen, he said: 

“Yo Darkness, yesterday’s Shabu Shabu didn’t really suit my taste alright!? I mean, it 

might be what you call ‘high-class cuisine’, but I prefer things like junk food over that. 

If you could, I want to eat something greasy today.” 

<TL Note: Shabu Shabu is a Japanese-style hot pot, primarily consisting of thinly sliced 

meat and vegetables.> 

“Something greasy… I’ve already prepared the food, but I guess it can’t be helped. I’ll 

make something right now. Geez, if you have selfish request like that, tell me earlier…” 

Then, Aqua barged her way into the conversation. 

“But I want something simple and light. Ah, I think something I can slurp would be 

great!” 

“Something you can slurp… Uhm, you mean something like noodles? Ugh, well it can’t 

be helped, I’ll make that as well… M-, Megumin, what about you?” 
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After getting Aqua’s order, Darkness – making an valid assumption – turned to me for 

my request. 

“You’ve made enough already haven’t you? I’m fine with anything. You’re cooking is 

pretty plain, so there’s really nothing to complain about.” 

“Megumin, please don’t call my cooking ‘plain’! Anyway, thanks for not ordering 

something out of the blue. I’ll make the extras now, so please wait a bit. 

Saying that, Darkness returned to the kitchen. Meanwhile, Aqua retrieved a board 

game from the shelf, and brought it to Kazuma, who was sleeping on the sofa. 

“Kazuma-san Kazuma-san, let’s play until dinner is ready ok? Today’s me will be 

different from the usual me, after all, I have a great secret strategy to use today!.” 

Aqua mindlessly raised a ‘loss flag’ and lined up the pieces. 

“What do you mean be ‘great secret strategy’? Last time we played, you said that: 

‘Since there’s no time limit, I can use a stalling strategy! I might not be able to beat my 

opponents in a match of intelligence, but I absolutely won’t lose in a match of 

endurance! I can stall until morning, so try your best ok!?’ and other meaningless 

things, but after we started you fell asleep in 10 minutes you know?” 

“Shut up Kazuma. That was that, this is this. Heh, the strategy this time is really 

amazing you know? Well then, Kazuma, you can go first. Don’t hold back ok?” 

Sitting across from Aqua, who was brimming with confidence, Kazuma made the first 

move. 

“You fell for it Kazuma! I have used my wisdom to figure out this brilliant strategy; I 

will make the second move, and play the exact same move as my opponent! Basically, 

I will use the same force as my opponent in order to defeat them! Ah well done me! 

Yes, if I can make this an evenly matched game, then it’s a net plus for me!” 

Whilst boasting, Aqua played the same move as Kazuma. 

“Yes, this is a revolutionary strategy that will instill fear into my opponent! All I need 

to do is make the same move as my opponent. And if I don’t need to think, that means 

my opponent will be tired out first! Finally, at the instant they make a mistake, I bring 

out my full…!” 
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Aqua stopped right there. 

It seems that she had somehow fallen into a pinch already. 

If one were to play the same move as their opponent, then the one with the first move 

would have the advantage. 

As I looked down at Aqua, who grunted in distress, I picked up Chomusuke who was 

cuddling near my feet, and gave today’s activity report. 

“Kazuma, the spoils of battle today were quite splendid. First, my army has 

successfully secured a source of income for the sake of our future activities. I suppose 

it is a great leap towards achieving our goals.” 

Without removing his gaze from the board: 

“Well that’s great. Also, by ‘a source of income’, you mean you did something like a 

part time job?” 

“Yea I guess. We accepted a request from the guild, and defeated some slimes.” 

Knocking a piece over: 

“Slime extermination huh. Well if it’s like that then it shouldn’t be too dangerous. If 

the other children get into a pinch, remember to help them out ok? Oho, a quick 

check.” 

“Hey, isn’t this a bit weird? If we’re playing the same moves, why am I at a 

disadvantage?” 

It seems that he still thought that I was playing around. 

Well, I guess its fine as it is now. 

Someday, when our group becomes big enough to make him fall on his butt, I will tell 

him all about it. 

That wouldn’t be too bad. 
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“Everyone, dinner is ready! You’re not allowed to complain alright? Well then, get 

seated!” 

I guess I should go help Darkness arrange the table. 

“Now that I think about it, there’s one more thing––” 

I said to Kazuma, who counterattacked Aqua’s move without hesitation: 

 

“My group has gained another member.” 
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––Everything was going smoothly. 

First, the thieving group obtained a secret base on the first day… No, I mean, a base of 

operations hideout was established, and I gained a powerful fighter as an underling. 

Then, recently, I got a regular allowance… No, I mean, I managed to secure funding for 

the thieving group, and got a healing magic user to join our ranks. 

To be honest, I never thought that it would go so well. 

Rather, I feel that the thieving group might reach a scale that was greater than I had 

initially projected. 

That was because… 

“—Megumin-san, listen listen! If onee-san sends a letter to the Axis cult headquarters 

regarding the thieving group, I’m sure that people who want to join the group will 

come rushing in. Isn’t this a good chance to expand our forces in one fell swoop?” 

Cecily shrewdly moved her luggage into the largest mansion in Axel that was our base 

of operations. The expression on her face made it seem as though she was the owner 

of this mansion, but I knew otherwise. 

“…Axis cultists? Uhm, could you please put a little bit of thought into it?” 

Cecily, who idled on the expensive looking sofa that taken for herself, was the splitting 

image of Aqua. 

If all the Axis cultists were like this, then I feel that I should hold back a little. 

“If I write that, ‘besides me, the thieving group is composed of lolis’, I’m confident that 

Zesta-sama will resign from his position as the head priest, and come here 

immediately, but that would be really troublesome wouldn’t it? Well, if you’re 

troubled by something, feel free to borrow the power of the Axis cult anytime you like 

ok?” 

“T-, Thank you very much, when the time comes, I will be in your care.” 
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The only time I’ll be exhausted to that extent is after my magic power is drained from 

using explosion magic. 

Towards Cecily and I, who both sunk into sofa in the same manner, Yunyun, who was 

reading some letter, restlessly said: 

“U-, Uhm, Megumin? This is about the letter I recently sent to my dad but… he wrote 

back that ‘because of how cool and fun it sounds, it seems that there are a lot of people 

who want to become involved in this’…” 

“………Nope, all the Crimson Magic clansmen have the important job of monitoring the 

demon king’s castle. Furthermore, they’re an important emergency force for the 

capital in case anything goes wrong. It wouldn’t be right for them to come for 

something like this right?” 

There aren’t any problems when it comes to the fighting power of the people of the 

village. 

And there wouldn’t be any problems if our goal was to raid the demon king’s castle, 

but our opponents were corrupt nobles. 

Furthermore, we weren’t burglars, but chivalrous thieves. 

“Well, I guess it would be more festive around here if we gained more companions. 

Then just send a reply that says ‘Please assist us when some great problem occurs’ 

ok?” 

“I-, I guess you’re right, when it comes to that, we’ll surely…” 

Hearing my ambiguous words, the master loner smiled at the thought of more 

companions. 

I can’t help but get the feeling that the scale of our operations will be bigger than I 

thought. 

Yes, that was because— 
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“Yesterday I was boasting to my father about how I was making an organization for 

the sake of justice with my friends, and he told me that I could borrow as many of the 

best knights as I wanted. Also, he said that I could take as many much money as 

needed! Big boss, if you’re troubled by anything, feel free to tell me about it ok?” 

…Yep, everything was really going smoothly. 

But how should I say this… I feel that the scale of the organization is already beyond 

what I had envisioned. 
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Anyway— 

“You three gave me a list of names of people who want to join the organization, but I 

haven’t really scanned through all of them. More importantly, from a numbers 

perspective, there are a lot of knights and mercenaries who aren’t skilled enough for 

this. My goal is to find people who would follow their own way regardless of whether 

or not they become wanted criminals. To find people who would join our thieving 

group to help others from the shadows. No matter how much I think about it, these 

aren’t people who are suited for this.” 

After a short rest, and recovering enough magic power to move, I scanned through the 

stack of paper the three of them handed to me. 

Listed were Axis cultists, Crimson Magic clansmen, and famous knights and powerful 

adventurers from the capital. 

Our goal was to be a small group of elites, just like those people. 

Now that my plan has come into motion, there shouldn’t be any earth shattering 

developments that would make this come to a halt. 

After earnest explaining this to them, Yunyun broke into a grin. 

“…Oi, if you have something to say, let’s hear it.” 

“There’s nothing really—? I was just thinking that Megumin, as usual, is weak towards 

sudden developments al—right?” 

The loner, who acted as though she had seen through me, stood poised for an attack. 

Then, Iris restlessly said. 

“Big boss, I understand what you’re thinking, but why don’t we recruit a few people? 

Whilst I can serve as the vanguard for two magicians and a priest with my ability to 

use a sword and magic, I would like there to be at least one more front-line class in 

our party.” 
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“We’re not going to hunt monsters, so there’s no need to worry about our party 

balance alright? In the first place, our combat power is already overkill if we’re 

planning to attack a noble’s mansion.” 

We had two archwizards of the Crimson Magic clansman, and a balance-breaker 

princess who inherited the hero’s blood. 

Though I’m not really sure how to describe the last person, her help was appreciated 

as she would be the healer in the chance that something went wrong. 

Despite what I said, Iris showed a troubled expression. 

“Uhm, are we not going to go on adventures occasionally? Also, I would like some 

kouhai group members as well. To be an underling forever is a bit…” 

“…About adventures, well, since this loner over here is looking at me with sparkly eyes 

of anticipation, I’ll consider it. Also, you want to have more recruits for such a baseless 

reason? There’s no choice, I’ll promote you to my left-hand man, so please be patient. 

By the way, Yunyun is my right-hand man, so overall you are number-three in this 

organization.”” 

Even though I called them my left and right hand, it’s not like I gave them a salary or 

an allowance, so they were merely superficial terms. 

Also, between the four of us, ‘number three’ didn’t really mean anything, yet Iris 

seemed to be innocently happy. 

Despite how strong she was, she was still a child. 

Unexpectedly, this girl might be just as simple as Yunyun. 

“What about onee-san!? Hey Megumin, why does onee-san get nothing!? Onee-san 

wants to brag to other people as well, so please give me a title!” 

The problem was this adult who seemed more childish than Iris. 

Cecily gripped my shoulders and shook me back and forth. 

“Onee-san is the leader of the Axel branch of the Axis cult right? So don’t you already 

have a great title to brag about?” 
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“That’s not it! Even I want a title like right hand or left hand or lover or husband or 

wife! I want a title that would bring our relationship closer!” 

“There were some weird terms mixed in there! …Then I think it would be fine to put 

you as my consultant, since priests are supposed to listen to confessions anyway. If 

there’s anything I’m troubled with, I will consult with you, onee-san… .  …Consult…” 

Consult with this person…? 

“Why did you suddenly stop Megumin-san? If you have anything you’re troubled with, 

feel free to consult with onee-san anytime! In particular, my specialty is consulting 

with love troubles! Come on, since you’re going through puberty right now, isn’t this 

perfect?” 

The selfish adult Cecily, suddenly mentioned something that made me lose made me 

feel agitated. 

How should I say this? This person was occasionally sharp-minded. 

Without showing my agitation, I said— 

“What are you saying onee-san, I am someone who pursues the ultimate path of 

explosions. I don’t have to free time for any rambling love affairs.” 

“That’s right Cecily-san. If Megumin is ever legible for a girls’ talk, the first thing I’ll do 

is suspect whether she had been impersonated by a doppelganger.” 

Iris watched the conversation unfold in a restless manner, whist Yunyun, who I’ve 

known the longest amongst the people present, looked me with a condescending gaze, 

as she budged into the conversation and said unnecessary things. 

…In any case, this girl would occasionally act absentmindedly. 

“Mhm. Onee-san has observed that, recently, Megumin-san has a lot of openings in her 

behavior, and that she’s gotten … Also, there are times where she will show a maiden-

like expression.” 

Although I looked down on Axis cultists in general, perhaps this onee-san might be 

more than just a simple deviant. 
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“Precisely speaking, you perceive onee-san as something like a lover don’t you, 

Megumin-san!? Well, I guess that’s puberty for you, so I guess it can’t be helped right? 

Onee-san is ready ok!? Anyway, how does this sound? Megumin-san will be the 

husband for four days in a week, and I’ll be the husband for the other three. I think 

that Megumin-san is manlier than I am in many ways.” 

It seems that my worries were for naught. 

On the other hand, Iris, who seemed to be interested in what Yunyun meant by ‘girls’ 

talk’ seemed to be ready to ask a bold question. Well, I can’t allow myself to be 

questioned any further. 

“That’s enough, let’s return to our topic for today! …We have obtained a hideout and 

a base of operations. Our next task is to gather proficient talent. As of now, we’re still 

lacking a variety of elements for a proper operational structure, so I would like to 

gather some decent people.” 

“Please wait, you said that we’re lacking a variety of elements right? But I guess that I 

do agree that we need to gather some decent people first. Uhm, for example, people 

who can go with me to eat meals outside of times where we’re gathered like this, or 

really kind people…” 

“Big boss, vanguards! Let’s go find vanguard adventurers for the sake of going on 

adventures!” 

“According to onee-san’s information, there are four young rich men in this town. I’d 

rather it not be a high-class blond-haired handsome guy, but if they can give me a life 

of comfort, then I guess I’ll have to compromise. 

Regardless of who it was, why did none of them have any sort of unity? 

Now, I can’t help but think that Kazuma, who usually leads our group, is doing 

something amazing. 

“No, we’re going to look people with the ‘thief’ job, who are suitable for our goals. We 

aren’t here to gather friends or gather adventurers or gather prospective fiancés. As 

of now, our group is still very far from a real thieving group.” 

“Onee-san has always been called a thief for nabbing the provisions of the Eris cultists. 

Aren’t I suitable material for a thieving group?” 
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“Do you want to change your job from priest to thief? If you want to, I can go with you 

to the adventurers’ guild to get a class change you know?” 

It was then— 

“About the ‘high-class blond-haired handsome guy’ you were talking about, does 

everyone know? In truth, a former noble from a neighboring nation came to this town 

to be an adventurer.” 

For some reason, Iris’ eyes shone as he said that. 

From a broad perspective, nobles were people who were born with high latent talent. 

While they were not as thorough as royalty like Iris, they tended to send their 

daughters to become the mistress of heroes. In such a manner, they earnest took their 

bloodline. 

“A former noble? I don’t understand why they fell from their position, but they 

probably have a lot of hidden assets. Onee-san is interested.” 

Rather than the person’s abilities, Cecily showed interest in the other details 

regarding the person, and her eyes began to shine, but— 

“This is quite a famous topic of discussion amongst royalty and nobles in various 

countries. A young boy from a lower-ranked noble family managed to obtain the 

super-rare job of ‘Dragon Knight’, not to mention, he was also the youngest person in 

history to obtain it. The young boy showed his talent as a dragon knight, and he was 

unrivaled in the kingdom with the spear. Furthermore, he was loved by dragons from 

the moment of his birth. With his seriousness, honesty, and ability to persevere, he 

was revered as a role-model for any knight. As should be expected however, he came 

to yearn for a young girl…” 

The young boy was tasked with the role as a bodyguard for the princess of the nation. 

He, who yearned for her more than any other, realized that his fleeting love for the 

princess of his age was unreasonable. 

As should be expected of a member of royalty, the princess already had a fiancé. 

Knowing well of the differences in their status, the young boy passed these 

bittersweet days without telling her of what he thought. 
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However, by chance, the young boy came to know what the princess thought… 

“—After that, the boy, despite knowing of the great consequences, rode off with the 

princess on the back of a dragon. No matter how hard the nation mobilized their 

forces to search, not a single trace of them was found. However, after a week, the boy 

and the princess returned to the royal castle. The young boy was subjected to 

punishment, his qualifications as a dragon knight were taken away, and his household 

disbanded.” 

For some reason, Iris seemed to be overcome with emotion as she continued to tell 

the story. The rest of us, who were intently listening, deeply exhaled. 

“Basically, he became a good-for-nothing that kidnapped the princess and sacrificed 

his path to becoming an elite, right? Kidnapping a princess is the job of an evil 

magician or the demon king, and to be honest, I think that stealing away someone’s 

work is something that should never be done.” 

“Y-, You’re mistaken! Despite the differences in status between the boy and the 

princess that would not allow this love to be realized, their feelings still managed to 

align with one another! It is a wonderful story! Beyond what I’ve already told you, 

apparently, the princess had wished to ride on the back of a dragon. Then, riding 

behind the boy, the princess had surely said something like this: ‘It would be great if 

we could stay together like this, and go somewhere faraway…’ -!” 
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“KYA-! What is this, this is amazing! B-, Basically, this person had threw aside his fame 

as the hero of the nation, and his path towards becoming an elite, all for the sake of 

fulfilling the princess’ small wish…!?” 

For some odd reason, Yunyun grew excited as she listened to Iris’ delusional story. 

“Yes, that’s exactly right! Willing to accept any punishment as a result of his actions, 

he fulfilled this unforgiveable dream! This is the true form of the selfish delusions and 

rumors amongst the ladies of nobility and royalty! How is it? Isn’t a cool development 

like this something that you long for? Isn’t a tragic love like this truly bitter and 

heartrending…-!?” 

Though, she just said that ‘this is the true form of the selfish delusions and rumors’. 

“Alice-chan, are you saying that this person was chased out of his country, and came 

to this town to be an adventurer!? Let’s recruit him! I will definitely make this person 

my comrade!” 

Albeit in a selfish manner, the two of them were fired up. I guess it does sound a bit 

cool. 

If it were true that is. 

Regarding the star-crossed lovers portion of the story, perhaps Iris, who was too a 

princess, held some affection towards it. 

As for Yunyun, who didn’t have a single friend or companion, she was probably moved 

by the very existence of someone who would go to that extent for someone else. 

“By the way, I wonder what happened during that one-week period where they were 

on the run? Did some life-changing experience happen during that time? A-, And how 

far did they go…!” 

“What are you imagining Alice-chan? That…! T-, That is…-!” 

The two flushed faced people began to make a Kya~ Kya~ ruckus. 

…Well, it seems like the two of them were thoroughly imagining a situation that girls 

in puberty would imagine. 
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“Geez, stop being noisy and let’s go find this person. I have the experience of being in 

the same bath and sleeping in the same bed with Kazuma. As for our relationship, I 

suppose that we’ll probably go all the way to the end like this. I’m sure that that person 

is older than us, so I think that it should be a given that he crossed that line.” 

“Wait a second Megumin, I think I just heard you say something very important!” 

“ !” 

The two of them who had been immersed in a heated discussion, immediately sprung 

from their seat on the sofa. 

“What do you mean by very important? Wouldn’t it be strange instead for someone of 

my age to have no experience whatsoever? Rather, since we live under the same roof, 

shouldn’t this kind of development be a given? Well then, let’s go catch that so-called 

virtuoso. You should all learn from onee-san, and act a bit calmer…” 

Nothing more needed to be said to the two who placed their hands over their mouths 

in inconcealable surprise. 

“Hey Megumin, Cecily-san is asleep…” 

“…Since it’ll be a pain to wake her up, let’s just leave her like this.” 

I feel like I understand how Kazuma, who takes care of Aqua all the time, feels now. 
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Walking through the back alleyways of the town of Axel, we headed towards the 

adventurer’s guild. 

The reason we didn’t use the main streets was because a certain person had probably 

come to this in search of Iris. 

While we can stop her from being brought back eventually, it would be for the best if 

we didn’t do anything to stand out. 

“Well then, how are we going to search for this former Dragon Knight that was also an 

elite amongst nobles?” 

Wanting to dispel the lifeless atmosphere that was unique to the back alleyways, I 

asked Iris. 

“That’s right… That person probably has the golden hair that is inherited by nobility. 

Also, since he had become the youngest dragon knight, he should be fairly strong, and 

should stand out a lot in this town. Finally, if we’re looking for distinctive traits, then 

we should look for someone who is proficient with the spear.” 

I haven’t really seen many blonde-haired males in this town. 

The one’s I’ve seen are probably related to nobility anyway. 

And I’m don’t really have any recollection of any blonde-haired male adventurers 

either… 

“M-, More importantly boss! A little earlier, about what you said about taking a bath 

with onii-sama, and sleeping in the same bed as onii-sama…” 

Iris, who had been brooding over what I said since she learned of it, timidly asked me. 

“It’s exactly as I said. Well, in any case, this isn’t anything strange for a healthy 

adolescent guy and girl living under the same roof.” 

““!!”” 
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I turned a sidelong glance towards the two, who were speechless, and – allowing a 

victorious smile to surface – I continued. 

“To add onto that, recently I’ve made a promise with Kazuma to go to his room to play, 

and I probably seem like a simple and easy girl. Well, about that, I’m purposely 

delaying the promise as what you might call an adult tactic…” 

In the face of my tale, the two of them showed expression of fearful awe. 

“I-, In any case, you’re actually just getting cold feet aren’t you Megumin? Like you’re 

afraid that some trouble will happen when you get the chance… In the first place, it’s 

not like you can prove any of what you said. If something like that really happened, 

then it’s probably after some very shocking things happened, and you used the chance 

to do some desperate things… At least that’s how I see it.” 

“Shut up, what can a loner that hasn’t even held a boy’s hand understand?” 

“!?” 

Yunyun looked at me with teary eyes for a brief moment, and took out the memo that 

recorded the history of duels between my mature self and her. She promptly added a 

star that represented victory onto it. 

Then, despite her grumbly demeanor, Yunyun pretended to be calm as she mumble to 

herself. 

“At any rate, a blonde-haired person in this town, who is proficient with the spear… 

Furthermore, he’s probably a person with proper manners and a gentleman who is 

both serious and compassionate… Uhm… S-, Surely, he is also a tall and cool person as 

well… Or at least, it would be great if it was true…” 

“Your own wishes were mixed in at some point you know? Well, a lot of the nobles are 

good-looking as well, and I’m sure there’s some of them who are serious if we talk to 

them. I’m fairly sure that we’ll be able meet them…” 

Well, if they had those distinctive traits, then surely, we’ll find him pretty soon— 

 

“I’ve never heard of an adventurer that has all those traits.” 



 

114 | 145 

Just as I was having these carefree thoughts— 

Arriving at the adventurer’s guild, we hurriedly asked the receptionist onee-san, but… 

“Is there anyone who’s close to that description? There aren’t a lot of spear-using 

adventurers to begin with, and in this town, there’s a particularly large amount of 

problem children amongst the adventurers. I’m sure that a serious and compassionate 

person like that would stand out.” 

“But it’s not like Megumin-san is part of the adventurer party that stands out the most 

or anything, right? Well, to be specific, I can think of people who matches one or two 

terms of your description, but I have no impression of anyone who matches all of 

them…” 

Hearing what the troubled onee-san said, we glanced at each other. 

“… Well, then could you introduce us to those who match a few of the conditions I 

mentioned?” 

Like this— 

In order to find the dragon knight who had been driven out of the neighboring 

country, we followed the guidance of the receptionist onee-san to find the people in 

question— 

 

“—I can’t remember doing anything shameful in my lifetime, and I’m confident that I 

have lived a true and honest life. I was quite skilled, and in the past, my name was 

fairly well known, but… What do you need from a retired, veteran old man like 

myself?” 

The first person we were introduced to was an oji-san 

“Erm, we wanted to hear oji-san’s heroic tales. Come on, Alice, Yunyun, it’s your turn. 

Alice, don’t you like to hear about people’s adventures because you look up to 

adventurers? And Yunyun is fine with any conversation. Aren’t you happy to be able 

to talk to people?” 

“Oji-san, please feel free to tell us about your adventures when you were young!” 
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“Eh-!? It’s true that I’m happy to be able to talk to anyone, but in the first place, doesn’t 

the age of the person in question not match up at all?” 

Leaving the serious-looking oji-san alone for the time being, I decided to press 

onward. 

 

“—It’s true that I think that I’m fairly accomplished and skilled, but I’ve haven’t even 

held a spear in my hand before. Oh, but if you’re talking about the other ‘spear’, I hold 

it in my hands every night. You get it? GAHAHAHAHA!” 

The next person we were introduced to was an adventurer who threw the worst kind 

of lowlife joke at us the moment we met. I promptly buried my fist in his face. 

 

“—It’s true that the spear is my forte, and amongst the people I compete with, all of 

them know my name… Even then, this is quite rare, to think that there would be girls 

who would be interested in the sport of spear tossing. 

We were even introduced to people who weren’t adventurers. 

 

Then— 

 

“Oh? What’s this, aren’t you the explosion girl? What do you want with me? I’m not 

gonna talk about money alright? After all, there aren’t any places that would lend me 

any more money, and I don’t have any money left for booze or food either. Actually, if 

I ever get my hands on a fortune, I’ll pay you back several times over, so let me borrow 

some ok?” 

The last person we were introduced to was a blonde-haired delinquent called Dust. 

Despite not having any money, Dust wasted his afternoon away sitting at the corner 

of the adventurer’s guild, without so much as any intention to do any job. The onee-

san who introduced me to this thing seemed to quickly retreated away. 
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“Sorry, but this thing is definitely not what we’re looking for. What we’re looking for 

is a young blonde handsome and strong man. Furthermore, he is someone who is 

accomplished, honest, and has the capacity to persevere. Most importantly, he is a 

gentleman that uses a spear. Other than the color of its hair, this thing doesn’t match 

for anything else right? Not to mention the shade of blonde seemed to be faded as 

well.” 

“If there was really a wonderful person like that, then I would actually like you to 

introduce him to me, but… Well, in any case, there aren’t any more adventurers who 

align with the distinctive traits that you provided. To begin with, Lalatina-san, and 

Dust-san are the only two adventurers in this town who have blonde hair… Well, uhm, 

I suppose that he is quite skilled only when it comes to drinking, and he does 

accomplish something…” 

“The only thing that he accomplishes is spreading a bad name about us! I saw you 

telling the new adventurers to not go close to that thing you know!?” 

It’s was a truly terrible thing for people to end up like this thing, but this in particular 

gave off the feeling of a complete and utter mistake of a person. 

“What the heck! Ain’t I your friend Yunyun! Give me some booze ok!” 

“Rather than friends, we’re just mere acquaintances ok!? The people around us are 

giving us contemptful gazes, so please stop already!” 

At some point during the time I was talking to the receptionist lady, the thing had 

grabbed Yunyun. 

I gave a hand signal towards Iris, who was still listening to the oji-san’s adventuring 

stories. 

“Alice, listen closely. That thing is the only blonde-haired male adventurer in this 

town.” 

“We were just getting to the good part where the oji-san’s spear broke, and he 

awakened the power in his bare hands to strike the one-hit bear… but that aside, if 

that person is the only one with blonde hair, then why don’t we first inquire about 

him?” 

Iris, who returned to the group, suggested that we first investigate. 
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“No. If I had to choose a single person that says the most useless things, ‘this person’ 

would be it. If we keep our eyes off that thing for a moment, it’ll tempt Kazuma to go 

to some shady place to play around. It’s the living definition of the so-called ‘bad 

friend’.” 

Glancing at the delinquent man who was still quarreling with Yunyun, I strongly 

insisted that we do otherwise. 

More importantly, Yunyun was currently objecting with him in a dignified and mature 

manner. I wonder what happened between them. 

I’ve heard some rumors that Yunyun has recently been associating with some strange 

people, but is there some connection with that thing? 

I haven’t really cared until now, but I can’t help but feel a bit worried. At least, until 

this strange man is arrested. 

“I remember now! I’ve seen that onii-san before. When I came to this town a while 

ago, this person suddenly bumped in an onee-san in the main street, and began to say 

that he broke his leg. He threatened to force the onee-san to buy him food anytime for 

reparations. I remember that Claire punished him afterwards…” 

What the heck was this man doing? 

Ultimately, it seems that he prepared to readily throw away his pride. From what I 

can tell from here, Dust was currently begging for alcohol money, and to achieve that, 

he performed a dogeza at Yunyun’s feet. 

Yunyun, in an embarrassed and panicked manner, took out some money from her 

purse. 

In some sense, performing a dogeza towards someone else in public was a type of 

threat. 

A dragon knight who performs a dogeza towards a younger girl in public… 

“…Mhm. It’s going to be useless isn’t it? Well, that person has probably gone to some 

other town by now, and to start with we don’t even know his name, so what can we 

really do? Let’s just give up. Why don’t we play around in our hideout for a bit and call 

it a day?” 
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“Boss, I think that it’s on occasions like these where information gathering becomes 

the important work of a thief. Was it really good for us to establish ourselves as a 

thieving group…” 

Iris had struck where it hurts the most, but even if she says that now…” 

…Hm? 

“Well said Alice! That’s right, we are a thieving group, and should be seeking excellent 

thieves instead!” 

“E-, Even if you say that Megumin-san, the fact you, a magician, are the head of a 

thieving group is a bit…” 

“Shut up, that doesn’t matter right now! Not when I’ve found an excellent thief at with 

such great timing! Come on Alice, let’s go!” 

Bringing the Iris – who seemed uneasy about everything – along, I rushed over to 

where someone I hadn’t seen in a long time was currently sitting. 
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“It’s been a while, Chris. This might be a bit sudden, but I’ve made a thieving group, so 

please join.” 

“Buba—!” 

At my greeting and invitation, Chris sprayed out the milk that she was drinking. 

“What are you doing? A young lady shouldn’t spray milk all over the place in public 

you know?” 

“Keh-, Keho…! I didn’t do it on purpose! It’s just that you said something outrageous 

all of a sudden! Didn’t you, Megumin!?” 

Chris, who I haven’t seen since the Goddess Eris Thanksgiving Festival, had been 

resting with a pleased expression on her face, as though she had finished a day’s work. 

Seeing that, I called out to her, but… 

“Even if I said something outrageous, it won’t be strange for you, a thief, to belong a 

thieving group, right?” 

“T-T-T-That’s true! That’s true, but…! More importantly, what do you mean by 

thieving group!? Megumin, could it be that you know my real identity!?” 

I had a few questions regarding Chris’ incomprehensible statements. Meanwhile, Iris 

finally caught up. 

I explained my relation with Chris to Iris. 

For some reason, Iris, who should be meeting Chris for the first time, tilted her head 

a little when she saw her. 

“Uhm, you are called Chris-san right? Excuse my impoliteness, but have we met 

before?” 

Hearing Iris suddenly say such things, Chris also tilted her head in the same fashion…” 
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“Did you call yourself Alice? I feel like I’ve seen you before somewhere… hm, aaahhh-

!?” 

It seems that she was familiar with the appearance of Princess Iris. 

Well, regardless of Iris’ subtle alias, it was impossible to hide her face. 

And it shouldn’t be too strange for pictures of royalty to be spread around, right? 

“As expected of a well-informed thief. It seems that you have figured out Alice’s true 

identity. She is travelling incognito, so if something were to happen, she will be in 

trouble, so please…?” 

I thought Chris was surprised after realizing that Iris was a member of royalty, but I 

can’t help but get the feeling that something was off with her expression. 

“T-, That’s right! It’s because I’m a thief alright!? Someone of my level is able to 

recognize anyone at first sight you see! Well, since you’re travelling incognito, I won’t 

do anything alright? W-, Well then, I have some minor business to attend to, so…” 

Without a moment’s delay, I grabbed onto Chris, who was about to excuse herself with 

some meaningless statement. 

“Where are you going, Chris? I have something to ask of well-informed thief like 

yourself.” 

“H-, How should I say this? I’m a pure and righteous thief of justice that won’t do 

anything that makes me feel guilty, so I don’t think I’ll be of much use to you.” 

Chris cast repeated glances towards Iris, and seemed to act suspiciously. 

“I won’t ask you to do anything in particular, Chris. I mentioned this earlier, but I am 

currently recruiting talented and adept members for my thieving group. We have 

gathered knights, archwizards, and priests, but since we’re a thieving group, I would 

like to recruit a fundamental thief…” 

“You gathered knights, archwizards, and priests? Hey, if that’s the case, rather than 

being a thieving group, wouldn’t it be more profitable for your group to just be an 

honest and true mercenary group? Also, it seems the people who join will go through 

a lot of hardship…” 
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Chris showed a mixed feelings about this, and turned towards Iris. As I thought, she 

was doubtful about Iris’ presence. 

Well, I can’t excuse the fact that all we have is combat power. Since we don’t have a 

thief that is fundamental for our group, I would like Chris to join us. Also, since we’re 

searching for someone right now, we would like you to help us with that.” 

“A thieving group huh… Well, I’ve also had the experience of doing something I longed 

to do, so I understand how you feel ok?” 

Towards Chris, who – unexpectedly – seemed to have a good vibe: 

“You might not understand what I’m about to talk about, but actually, I long to create 

a organization that is like a certain thieving group. …Anyway, do you know about the 

masked thieving group?” 

“Mhm, I know about them. I probably know about them more than anyone.” 

As expected of Chris. She had a web of information that only a thief would have. 

I bent my body down, and lowered my voice to speak. 

“Don’t tell anyone that I told you this, but all the people in my organization are people 

who look up to that masked thieving group. We were moved by that masked thieving 

group’s noble behavior, and we plan to help them from the shadows. To say it another 

way, we are an expansive group that is something like a fan club.” 

“I see—, you’re telling me that huh—? …Hey Megumin, I just want to confirm, but 

you’re not joking around right?” 

Replying to Chris, who seemed to have undergone some sort of enlightenment: 

“What are you saying? Of course I’m serious about this! Ah, did you thinking that 

helping wanted criminals was a joke? I’m just going to tell you this, but despite them 

being wanted, they have a reason for doing what they do. 

“Ahh mhm, it’s alright. I understand what you mean, so it’s alright. Basically, in order 

to assist that masked thieving group, you decided made a sub-group on your own? 

And now, you want me to be a part of that?” 
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“That’s right. Please, I don’t care if you are just a provisional member. Well, in this 

situation, you’d start as an underling, but…” 

Hearing what I said, Chris showed an expression that was a mixed of perplexment and 

doubt. 

“A-, An underling… I will be an underling of a sub-group of the masked thieving group 

huh… No well, I’m fine with being a part of this alright? More importantly Megumin, 

I’m going to ask again, but you’re not joking about any of this are you?” 

“…Why are you so full of doubt? You’ve been like this for a while now.” 

“During the Goddess Eris Thanksgiving Festival, I ended up helping with the Axis 

cult’s stall somehow. I’m fine with this, but I was just wondering why it is that I – 

despite my supposedly good luck – always find myself in these interesting 

situations…” 
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We filled Chris, who decided to join our group in a fairly smooth fashion, in on the 

details regarding the dragon knight. 

“If the former dragon knight had gold hair, then isn’t it that person over there?” 

Saying that, Chris – of course – pointed towards Dust. 

Unwilling to set Yunyun free after merely one drink, he started some sort of lecture. 

If Yunyun was talking to that man about how to make acquaintances, then it would 

probably involve beating someone up, right? 

Deeply invested into the conversation, Yunyun enthusiastically nodded her head, and 

began to take notes. 

“You’re mistaken about that thing. Even someone as well-informed as you has some 

things you don’t understand I see.” 

“Eh-!? B-, But, the person you’re looking for has blonde hair right? If we’re talking 

about blonde-haired adventurers in this town, then I can only think of him and 

Darkness.” 

That question was already nothing new. 

“The only thing the person we’re looking for and that delinquent have in common is 

their blonde hair. Geez, you have a bad eye for things sometimes, don’t you Chris?” 

“I-, Is that so!? In this situation, I don’t want you of all people to tell me that I have a 

bad eye for things!” 

Hearing her say that, I noticed something else. 

“…You’ve been acting awfully docile for a while now. What’s the matter?” 

“Yes, I’ve also had the impression that I’ve met Chris-san before, but I can’t remember 

where…” 
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“You don’t need to think too hard about! In the first place, I don’t remember meeting 

Alice either, so this is without a doubt the first time we’ve met!” 

Chris has been acting rather turbulent for a while now, but— 

“More importantly, about the person you’re looking for, my intuition tells me that it is 

absolutely that blonde-haired person over there. He might be carrying a sword right 

now, but I think that his footwork and the distance he keeps between his opponents 

are that of a spear user. Furthermore, from what I can see, he’s at the level of a master.” 

Chris’ expression quickly turned serious. Then, Yunyun suddenly stood up, and looked 

directly at Dust, who seemed to have starting doing something unusual. 

 

“Alright, look closely now. This is a method to not underestimate others, and it even 

works on people you’ve just met. Since you have a strong desire for friends, there’s a 

part of you that tries to serve or please other people. But you see, if you underestimate 

an adventurer, then it’s all over. This is pretty standard, but when you first meet 

someone, you should first decide how you approach them!” 

Directly in our line of sight, Dust was squaring his shoulders as his body began to rock 

from side to side. As if was trying to shake off his drunkenness, he began to move. 

Yunyun, seemed to be Dust’s companion, was bathed in curious gazes. Her body 

seemed to shrink out of embarrassment. 

“…I see, so that’s the footwork of a spear master? You’re eye for observation is quite 

considerable indeed, Chris.” 

“Why did that person do something unusual like that with such timing!?” 

 

––After that, Dust, who gained a monopoly on curious gazes for the time being, walked 

out of the guild – together with Yunyun – as if nothing was out of the ordinary. 

Yunyun sent countless glances towards us to signal her plea for help, but since Chris 

had said Dust is absolutely the person we’re looking for, I think I’ll have Yunyun 

accompany Dust for the time being, and we can tail them. 
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I sent a sign towards Yunyun to ‘keep going like this’. With a look of resignation, she 

walked out of the guild. 

“If you didn’t say such things, Chris, we wouldn’t have had to use that girl as a sacrifice. 

Either way, I think you’re mistaken.” 

“My intuition is telling me that his actions are just an act. I’m sure that there’s some 

reason that he pretends to be an idiot.” 

I don’t understand why Chris was so insistent that he was not an ordinary person, but 

a master instead. Well, I suppose that she was familiar with a spear master herself. 

My intuition is tell me that he isn’t pretending, but rather, that he’s just a simple idiot. 

Not to mention, he came to my house recently to invite Kazuma to go out with him. 

Then, together with Aqua who was lazing around, they began talking about ‘how there 

were a lot of small-chested people in the Eris cult’ and other damning topics like that. 

Back then, he held a serious expression on his face as he brought up his personal 

observations. 

…Then 

“This is just my observation, but somehow, I feel that the way he walks is clumsy but 

awkward. It’s as if he’s throwing away a method that’s deeply ingrained into his body, 

and forcing himself to use a new method… Also, for some reason, I feel the presence 

of a strong person coming from over there.” 

Chris was a different story, but even Iris – who was an acknowledged authority when 

it came to battle affairs – began to say such things. 

Could it really be that man? 

On the other hand, in front of us, Yunyun opened her mouth to speak to Dust, who 

seemed to have someplace in mind. 

“Dust-san, isn’t the way you walk a bit strange today? Could it be that you have 

something like an injury on your foot…?” 

“Oh, you can tell? My well, it’s not really an injury more than it is a bad habit. I heard 

this from a friend recently when we were at a café, but, uhm, how should I say this? 
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He taught me a method to make ‘that’ bigger after our growth period, so I’m just trying 

it out. It uses minced ginger and wasabi, but… Hey, don’t look at me with such a 

contemptful gaze. This isn’t the usual sexual harassment, so stop chanting magic 

please.” 

Saying such disgusting statements towards a girl of tender age, Dust continued: 

“To make their chests bigger, girls drink a lot milk and massage their chests and other 

things like that right? You know, Guys have the dream to be huge. You have dreams 

too right? Making friends is your dream, and being huge is my dream. Aren’t both of 

them wonderful dreams?” 

 

––A young girl would earnestly dream to have friends that would be together for a 

long time, and a boy would dream to be a big man one day. 

Shouting that ‘I won’t let you taint my childhood dreams’, Yunyun grabbed onto Dust, 

and began to fight. 

Overseeing the situation— 

“The observational skills of the two of you are amazing. So the reason for his clumsy 

footsteps is as he said.” 

Hearing what I said, the two of them who had been commentating with confidence 

earlier, moved their hands to cover their face. 
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“Yunyun got angry and went home as well, so is there still any meaning in tailing him? 

The impression I get from that man is that he’s an amazingly hopeless person.” 

After her pure childhood dreams were placed into the same category as that 

despicable dream, Yunyun went home in tears. 

Partly due to Chris’ stubbornness, we continued to tail Dust. 

“My intuition is telling me that something has to be up with that person. Despite how 

it’s been, I have an eye for people you know? Like, I can see through that person’s true 

nature… Well, I’m not in my normal condition right now, so I can’t say for sure. 

I don’t know what she meant by her ‘normal condition’, but if she really had a good 

eye for people, that means that – despite being a devout Eris cultist – Chris ignored 

the presence of Vanir and Wiz at the Eris Thanksgiving Festival closing ceremony. 

“I’m just a bit curious, Chris, but what do you think of undead and devils?” 

“It would be great if they were exterminated.” 

She immediately answered. 

“Let’s say that it was a human that could only fulfill their wish by becoming an undead, 

and that they love humanity at heart. Or say, a devil that is unexpectedly not a bad 

person…” 

“It would be great if they were exterminated without exception.” 

What an exemplar Eris cultist. 

Is this what people call ‘unapproachable’? 

<TL Note: The phrase Megumin uses here is 取りつく島もない (tori tsuku shima mo 

nai), which translates to ‘there’s not even an island to latch onto’. In this instance, it 

describes Chris as showing a cold attitude, without even leaving a choice to reply.> 
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I wonder if she thought that Vanir was just a slightly strange person? Well, with this, 

I finally understood just how blind Chris was to everything. 

Then just as Chris returned a puzzled expression towards my questions— 

“Ah, please look at that thing you two!” 

At Iris’ call, we looked towards where she pointed to. Dust had scattered the crows at 

the garbage dump, and was looking around to confirm that no one else was present. 
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“What, is he a serious person like I thought he was? Look there, he’s doing good things 

without letting people know. He turned his eyes through the area to confirm that no 

one else is here, and started cleaning up the garbage dump. That’s something that no 

ordinary person would do right? I suppose he matches up to quite a few of our 

requirements!” 

…No. 

“I see, he’s going through all the unsorted trash and classifying them properly. I 

misunderstood that person didn’t I!? About the way he interacts with females, surely 

there are some circumstances…!” 

The two of them were currently forming an even greater misunderstanding. What that 

thing was doing was fishing through the trash and sorting through what could be sold 

and what couldn’t be sold. 

 

“See Megumin? My eye for observation isn’t something worthless right?” 

I thought that she was just as blind as Aqua. 

“Please look! Not only is he sorting through the trash, he’s even making them look 

pretty. The personality of the former dragon knight from that story was serious, 

honest, and persevering as well…” 

Iris, who was unfamiliar with the matters regarding trash, seemed to be forming some 

sort of weird misunderstanding, but well, it not like she had or ever will fish through 

trash. 

Keeping the valuables to himself, Dust beautifully cleaned up the garbage dump with 

a pleased expression plastered on his face. Then, with the items in hand, Dust quickly 

went to the nearby dealer store. 

“Those were the things that were thrown away right? Although those items were 

placed at a garbage dump, is it a good thing for him to take things that were thrown 

away and convert that to money?” 

Hearing Iris’ question, Chris replied. 
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“W-, Well, those were things that were thrown away. I suppose that, rather than 

having those things to remain as garbage, it would be better for the world if it those 

things were to be used again…” 

Ignoring what those two said. 

“It seems like they started fighting over the purchase value of those things… Ah, I’m 

not sure if the store bought it at a cheap price, but he just kicked the trash can flying 

out of spite. The trash is all over the place!” 

““………”” 

The two of them, who had been casted triumphant expressions as they praised Dust, 

quickly moved to cover their flushed faces. 

 

––Having not learned our  lesson, we continued to tail Dust after that. 

 

“Come on Megumin, look! He’s helping a girl that’s been solicited by an unknown 

adventurer! This time he’s doing a good act…!” 

“…It seems that he wants a gift from helping her, and this time he’s the one to solicit 

her instead.” 

Noticing the police nearby, he quickly ran away. 

 

“…Oh, it seems like Dust dropped his wallet.” 

“He did. We shouldn’t do anything since we’re tailing him, but if we don’t at least notify 

him… Hm, someone who was talking behind him picked it up and gave it to him, isn’t 

that great!?” 

“Hm, ah-!?  He said ‘my wallet should’ve been placed in a deeper place, you pulled it 

out!’ and started a fight!” 
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After starting a fight with the onii-san that went through all the trouble to return his 

wallet to him, he noticed the police coming by, and ran away again. 

 

“This is the chance! The newbie adventurers are practicing the spear at the open space 

in town! As a super proficient spear user, he’ll surely have some sort of reaction…!” 

“…He didn’t even bat an eye. Rather, he just walked right past them while picking his 

nose.” 

“…That’s a bit of an extreme example. For a while now, I’ve noticed that, despite there 

being other adventurers swinging in town, the policemen seem to be unwilling to keep 

their eyes off him. 

That feeling was just Dust’s good-for-nothing characteristic at work. 

After witnessing the shameful and nasty acts of the town’s infamous ‘number one 

person to be cautious of’, his final destination was— 

 

“—Then, acting as a decoy to protect the other adventurers from danger, I – with bold 

resolution – jumped in front of the Kowloon Hydra and got killed. After that, I was sent 

to where goddess Eris was you see? In reality, the goddess Eris was more divine 

looking than this you know?” 

“Ooh…! I also wish to meet Eris-sama, but I do not believe that such a wish will be 

fulfilled during my natural lifespan. Purposely going to a dangerous place and treating 

my life poorly would be against the wishes of Eris-sama. Ah, I’m so jealous that you 

were able to meet Eris-sama…!” 

After prowling around down and causing trouble for the people he met, Dust returned 

to the adventurer’s guild. There, he solicited an Eris cultist ojii-san that appeared to 

be a priest, and began to tell his shady tale. 

It was true that the souls who faced deaths unrelated to one’s lifespan, such as being 

killed by a monster, would be sent to goddess Eris. 
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Thus, it wouldn’t be strange for Dust, who had been killed by the Kowloon Hydra, the 

have seen goddess Eris once, but… 

“And then you see, the goddess Eris told me this. ‘You are not destined to die here. 

After all, you are fated to help the hero that will defeat the demon king. Now, return 

to the present world, and give a helping hand to the hero that will save the world. And 

so I wish for you to bring light upon this world…’ ya know?” 

“Oh my, Eris-sama did such a thing! It seems like you carry the great burden of 

destiny! If there’s anything I can assist you with, please feel free to tell me!” 

I was truly suspicious about what he said, but for some reason, when Chris saw the 

priest’s forthcoming, moved feelings, she began to act fidgety. 

Chris, who was a devout Eris cultist, was probably jealous of that man, right? 

Dust downed the beer, which I think he was given in exchange for more stories about 

Eris, in one breath. Then, showing a smile to the kind-looking priest… 

“Oh, is that so? Actually, I really want to fight alongside the hero in order to save the 

world, but I’m totally broke you know…. I thought that there wouldn’t be any devout 

Eris cultist somewhere who would be willing to be my patron for the sake of the 

world, but…” 

“Hey what do you think you’re saying––––––––!” 

Chris grabbed onto Dust. 
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“Geez, I was just a tiny step away from having it work out, so what did you do that for? 

And you are that person right? The thief that got sent home crying when Kazuma laid 

your panties bare the first time you met.” 

“I-I-, I didn’t cry! And that was just an accident anyway!” 

At a corner of the adventurer’s guild, we bought Dust some food. 

Chris, who had suddenly became infuriated, grabbed onto Dust, and said that he had 

‘obstructed her business’ as a fictitious excuse to take him away. For some reason, in 

the aftermath, Chris ended up being the one angrily treating Dust to a meal, but… 

“Boss, is it true that Onii-sama stripped Chris-san’s Panties? Taking into account that 

you said that you had taken a bath with onii-sama before, may I ask what exactly does 

onii-sama do on a regular basis?” 

“That’s just how he normally operates. Not to mention that recently, in the private 

room of the bathroom of our mansion, he had taken off Darkness’ underwear.” 

“Just how could that kind of situation occur!?” 

I indoctrinated Iris regarding just how much sexual harassment Kazuma was guilty 

of. On the other hand, since Chris was buying Dust began to order food without 

reserve. 

“By the way, what were you guys following behind me today for? Could it be that you 

guys are my fans?” 

“There’s no way that a person benevolent enough to be your fan exists… Rather, you 

noticed our presence? I might not have used the hide skill, but it’s just like I thought 

isn’t it? You’re not just an ordinary person huh.” 

Having still not given up on the notion that Dust was a former dragon knight, Chris 

asked a leading question in a provoking manner. 

“No. It’s not like you guys aren’t eye-catching enough as it is, but if you’re going to go 

as far as to make a big fuss, then anyone’s gonna notice right?” 
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“W-, Well, I don’t really care about that. More importantly, you, it’s not a good think to 

spread false rumors about meeting the goddess Eris kay! You might even receive 

punishment for that kay!” 

To think that the Chris, who usually had a gentle image, was this devout of an Eris 

cultist. 

Dust, who was on the receiving end of Chris’ anger, showed a composed expression. 

“Oi oi, how do you know that I was lying? It’s not like you’ve met the goddess Eris 

before right? Well, of course, since you can’t meet her until you die.” 

“That is… I-, I mean, for goddess Eris to do say something that seems like foresight, 

there’s no…” 

Feeling that her situation had taken a turn for worse, Chris awkwardly turned her 

eyes away. 

Then, as if guided by her curiosity, Iris came forth. 

“What is Eris-sama like? Does she look like she is in the drawings?” 

“Oh, you haven’t seen it haven’t you? Goddess Eris is just as exaggerated as what the 

Axis cult’s rumors say. Those things were undoubtedly pads… eh, AAhhhHH!?” 

Dust, who said things deserving of punishment, turned to face Iris. 

“Hey wait, don’t tell people about things such as pads or pads!” 

“Shut up, I can tell anyone I want about the goddess’ breast pads! Oi you,  , the kid who 

was with boss Vanir right!? That scary bodyguard isn’t here today is she!?” 

“Erm, if you’re talking about Claire, then she isn’t here at the moment.” 

Now that I think about it, Iris did say something like that a while ago. 

“Hey, please just stop talking about the breast pads! It’s wrong to make a hoax about 

goddess Eris, you’ll really be punished you know!?” 
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Seeing Chris slam the table in response, Dust seemed to be amused. Showing a 

wickedly smug expression, he said. 

“Like I said, you don’t have any evidence that I’m lying. You know, goddess Eris 

seemed to have fell in love with me at first sight you know? There’s no mistaking that 

gaze.” 

“You’re wrong! She was just looking at you for eyes of pity since you died in such an 

incredibly stupid way!” 

“Don’t say disrespectful things just ‘cause you want to see her yourself. Thank me for 

bravely charging into the Kowloon Hydra instead!” 

“Didn’t you just charge back in on your own when you tried to hog all the 

achievements for yourself!?” 

Although neither were willing to retreat from this dispute, it seems there would be a 

temporary reprieve from this topic as Dust’s orders arrived. 

“…And? Well, back on topic. Why were you guys tailing me?” 

“Actually, we are making a thieving group in order to achieve a certain goal. Then, we 

heard of a rumor that there was a handsome, blonde-haired, super-skilled adventurer 

in this town, and we were thinking about scouting him. After asking the receptionist 

onee-san, we found out that you were the only blonde-haired adventurer in this town. 

So them, we wanted to test your true abilities…” 

Dust, who stuffed his face with food, told a large gulp from his drink, and in a show of 

poor manners, he pointed his fork towards us and said. 

“A handsome and super-skilled adventurer? Geez, regardless of which one of you 

guys, all of you are showing such a ‘duh’ expression. You guys are trying to pick up 

some handsome adventurer and use them to poke at Kazuma after all.” 

“Y-, You’re mistaken, we’re not trying to pick up guys alright!? I don’t care about 

whether or not they’re handsome! There just happened to be this kind of rumor!” 

For some reason, Chris replied in a flustered manner. Dust sent a dubious gaze in our 

direction, and said: 
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“Uhm, so what kind of guy is that bastard you’re looking for? It doesn’t seem like this 

thief that got her panties stolen has any clue, but despite how I look, I know all about 

the adventurers of this town. There are quite a few of them who have dyed their hair 

you see? So, tell me a bit about that guy’s personality would ya?” 

“A super-skilled handsome man, who is serious, compassionate, and has the ability to 

persevere through hardship. He is a man that all young girls long for.” 

“……Does that kind of guy even exist in this world??” 

Towards Dust, who seemed to carry quite a bit of doubt. 

“If we’re talking about the people nearby, would it be someone like that weird onii-

chan called Mitsu… Something like that at least. But can that guy persevere? I touched 

the butt of the onee-chan that follows him around a little, and he got really mad.” 

We have truly, truly mistaken this person for someone else. 

Then, Iris, who listened intently, said. 

“Uhm, I have something I want to ask you. May I?” 

“Huh? What is it small kid? Just to let you know, unlike Kazuma, I’m not a lolicon 

alright?” 

“Please don’t call onii-sama a lolicon! No, that’s not what I wanted to say… Uhm, are 

you able to use a spear?” 

Hearing the word ‘spear’, Dust’s eyebrows rose in surprise. Then, he began to 

awkwardly scratch his head. 

“I…” 

“Alice-samaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa—!” 

As the words seemed like it would roll off the tip of his tongue, a resounding cry of 

angst rung through the guild, and interrupted the moment. 

The voice belonged to no other than Iris bodyguard, Claire. 
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“AAhh—! You, aren’t you that weird girl that almost slashed me to bits a while back!” 

“AAhh—! You’re the insolent playboy from that time! You, after all that, are you finally 

planning to lay your sinister fangs on Alice-sama…!” 

“You liar! Oi small kid, didn’t you just say that this girl wasn’t here!” 

“E-, Even if you say that…” 

Terrified of Claire, Dust complained to Iris, and ran away from the guild. 

 

––After seeing Iris off together with Chris, it was rather late, so I decided that it would 

be best if we called it a day, but… 

“In the end, we didn’t find the rumored dragon knight. Well, in exchange, we got Chris 

to join us, so it’s all good.” 

“I suppose that a skilled adventurer like that doesn’t have a reason to stay in the town 

of beginners anyway. But well, it seems like I misunderstood that person named Dust. 

And here I thought that I had an eye for people you see.” 

Seeing that she hasn’t noticed the presence of Vanir and Wiz that stood out greatly in 

this town, I suppose it wouldn’t be wrong to say that that eye was simply blind. 

“But I wonder why that dragon knight kidnapped the princess? If it was what Alice-

chan had told us, then it might be a truly wonderful story. I wonder what exactly 

happened?” 

“Well, everyone has a secret or two to keep to themselves. Even I have things that 

Kazuma hasn’t seen you see?” 

When Crimson Magic clansmen are born, we each have a number engraved on our 

body at a different place from everyone else. 

In my situation… Well, I suppose you could say that it is somewhere that people 

wouldn’t see… 

“Hey Megumin, as a girl, it’s wrong to expose yourself to other people so easily ok?” 
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“I’m not talking about anything obscene like that! More importantly, you have at least 

one secret you want to keep right?” 

Hearing what I said, Chris showed a small smile. 

“In my case, I probably have two secrets that I’m keeping from you, Megumin… Also, 

I have a secret that I share with Kazuma as well.” 

“Oho? Is that a challenge to me? Is that a challenge? Fine, recently, it’s been quite an 

eyesore to see that man cast lecherous gazes towards his companions anyway. Come 

at me anytime!” 

“W-W-W-, Wait a second, that’s not what I meant!” 
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Seeing that Cecily was still asleep when I returned to the hideout, I left a message for 

her to let her know that I had gone home for the day. It seems that Cecily was 

completely ready to move into there, but I suppose that it’s better to have someone 

there than to leave it empty. 

Today, we gained a brilliant thief. 

Yes, we were finally able to get our long-awaited thief. 

I can’t help but feel that we did nothing but wander around today, but I suppose that 

we’ve finally done something that was characteristic of a true thieving group. 

How should I say this? Since everyone has their own, unique personality, it was truly 

burdensome task to get ourselves back on track with what we should be doing. 

Now that I had that experience myself, I’ve begun to think that Kazuma might actually 

be an amazing person. 

 

––Then, returning home whilst reflecting on such things, the visage of a certain man 

came into view. 

 

The beginner adventurers that began to practice spear at the empty lot in town, 

continued to swing their spears without paying heed to whether the sky was dark or 

not. 

From a short distance, Dust had started fixatedly at those beginner adventurers. 

I wonder what kind of needless dabbling he’ll do this time. 

After confirming that there was no police in the area, Dust walked up to the newbie 

adventurers. 

“…Oi, let me borrow your spear for a moment. Let me show you how it’s really done.” 
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And he had said something completely unexpected. 

Perhaps the adventurer that had been called out too didn’t know of Dust’s infamy, but 

he rubbed the dripping sweat off the spear, and earnestly handed it over to Dust. 

As if he were confirming out the length and condition of the spear, he swung the spear 

around for a while, yet it already seemed like a sudden demonstration. 

Even a complete amateur like myself could tell the refinement in his movements 

The newbie adventurers stopped their sweaty hands, and probably had their mouths 

wide open in surprise. 

The sound of the spear cutting through the air gradually became sharper and sharper, 

and the adventurers gulped loudly on their saliva. 

As if the surrounding air was being compressed, the atmosphere gradually became 

tenser and tenser. 

Looking at Dust, who swung the spear with fearful amounts of concentration, I began 

to wonder where the usually hopeless human had disappeared to. Finally he set up 

his spear posture, and whilst maintaining it, he lowered his waist deeply, and–––– 

 

“—I’m home!” 

 

“Welcome back—. Tonight we’re having your favorite sukiyaki Megumin. Aqua’s been 

pestering me to hurry up this entire time, so go wash your hands quickly.” 

<TL Note: Sukiyaki is cooking thin slices of meat (typically beef) on a cast iron 

pan/plate.> 

Saying that, Kazuma brought the gently simmering saucepan over. So he was in charge 

of food today hm? 

Aqua was already seated, and Darkness, who had been waiting for me to everyone to 

arrive, poured wine into everyone’s glasses. 
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“Kazuma, could I ask you something real quick?” 

“Oh, what’s up all of a sudden? …Haha-n, do you want to hear what time I slept last 

night?” 

Perhaps our promise was a while back was weighing on his mind, but Kazuma sudden 

said such things, as if he was playing the role of the funny-man. 

“No, that’s not what I want to ask. Uhm… do you have a something that you’re keeping 

private from someone else? I guess you could call it a secret or something like that.” 

“A secret? Of course I have a lot of secrets. Rather, is there anyone who doesn’t have a 

secret?” 

…Well, I guess that’s true. 

Since I’m still shocked by the sight that I saw earlier, I ended up asking a stupid 

question. 

Was Dust actually that person? 

The last technique of his still left a vivid impression in my mind. 

Even if I brought one million eris and asked him to teach me that, I might find myself 

completely overwhelmed. 

“What’s with you Megumin? By the way, I’m not keeping anymore secrets. Since I 

believe in you guys, I’ve told you everything there is to know.” 

Seeing that I was troubled, Darkness showed a gentle smile towards me. 

“Didn’t you say that a bit too shamelessly? You joined our party whilst keeping your 

identity as an ojou-sama a secret from us, and you even kept the fact that you were 

getting married a secret from us, and cause a big mess you know?” 

And she was immediately crushed by Kazuma. Tears could be seen forming in her 

eyes. 

Then, Aqua, who was restlessly waiting for the sukiyaki meat to cook, said. 
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“Oh my, I have a secret as well you know? Yes, I’ve wanted to make this clear to 

everyone.” 

“Oi you, you’re just gonna say that you’re a goddess again right? The two of them 

aren’t going to believe you, so…” 

“Actually, it’s almost been a year since our party was formed. Kazuma bought an 

expensive bottle of wine to celebrate, but since I failed to endure it any longer, I 

already drank it!” 

Hearing what Aqua said, Kazuma reflexively came to a complete stop. 

“Sowwee!” 

“What are you ‘sowwee’ about, do you think I’m an idiot! That’s not what you call a 

secret, but rather something you want to keep hidden! …Oi, your eyes are totally 

flooded. As of now, I’m not the type of person to get angry, but rather, the type of 

person who will wait-and-see. You definitely have bigger things that you’re keeping 

hidden right!? Tell me you little-!” 

…Well, whatever. 

The fact that I’ve made a thieving group was still a secret I’m keeping from Kazuma. 

Ignoring the two who started to squabble— 

Darkness tilted her wine glass to one side, and – with her good mood being apparent 

– she asked me. 

“By the way Megumin, you’ve recently doing something with a various group of 

people right? What did you do today?” 

What did we do today? 

Well, I suppose I did gain an underling today, but if I had to choose… 

“Today, I saw an unexpected side of various people. If the people in question say it’s 

fine to tell you, then I will you all about it. I’m sure that you’ll be surprised.” 
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Iris and Yunyun were quite alike, but what exactly did this princess-sama have in 

mind? I’ll be sure to ask her another time. 

 

Misc. Notes: 

– Megumin’s ‘number’ refers to the mark on her butt-ish area that Kazuma saw a 

glimpse of on Megumin in the bath scene in Volume 2 

– Vanir points out that ‘Dust’ is not his real name in Consulting Chapter 1. 

– The way Iris talks about the story is really important, and it directly leads into 

volume 10. Maybe she wants her Onii-sama to take her away? 

– Finally, for reference, the correct reading (release) order is: 

1. Main Volumes 1-4 

2. Explosion Volume 1 

3. Main Volume 5 

4. Explosion Volume 2 

5. Main Volume 6 

6. Explosion Volume 3 

7. Main Volume 7-8 

8. Consulting Volume 1 

9. Main Volume 9 

10. Continued Volume 1, Chapter 1-3 

11. Main Volume 10 

12. Continued Chapter 4 – end 
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