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David Colp, Lead Pastor 
Text: Matthew 5:14-16 

(It may be helpful to read the Bible text, then commentary to prepare for our discussion) 
 
COMMENTARY:  (from the Life Application Bible) 
Matthew  5:14 As salt makes a difference in people’s food, so light makes a difference in their 
surroundings. Jesus would later explain, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t be 
stumbling through darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12, NLT). Christ’s disciples must live 
for Christ, shining like a city on a mountain, glowing in the night for all to see. They are like lights in a 
dark world, showing clearly what Christ is like. Because Jesus is the light of the world, his followers must 
reflect his light. 
 
5:14-16 Can you hide a city that is sitting on top of a hill? Its light at night can be seen for miles. If we live 
for Christ, we will glow like lights, showing others what Christ is like. We hide our light by (1) being quiet 
when we should speak, (2) going along with the crowd, (3) denying the light, (4) letting sin dim our light, 
(5) not explaining our light to others, or (6) ignoring the needs of others. Be a beacon of truth—don’t shut 
your light off from the rest of the world. 
 

Discussion Openers:  
1. What is it about darkness that frightens people? 
2. What is the effect of a bright light in a dark place? 

 
Looking at the Text: 

3. Read John 8:12.  What does it mean to say Jesus is the light of the world? 
4. Read Matthew 5:14-16.  What does it mean for us to be the light of the world?   
5. According to Jesus, how are Christians to be like lamps? (v. 15-16) 
6. How might a believer hide his or her light?  
7. What is the relationship between light and good deeds?  (v.16) 
8. If believers live as light in the world, how will others respond toward God? (v. 16)  
 

Life Application:  
9. In what specific ways are you letting your light shine? 
10. How can you be light to the people God has placed in your life?  

 
 
For Further Study:   

Read I Peter 2:9-12.  How can these verses challenge us to let our light shine?   
 
 
 

Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching 
ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at 
www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins. — Lead Pastor David Colp 


